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If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never 
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at 
the maps on this page, you will note that PV (as the locals call it) is on 
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - 
one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of 
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the 
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre 
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in 
the Pacific.  Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but 
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.  
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the 
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

You are here, finally! 
We wish you a warm

Better yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from 
your account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money 
at your hotel.  Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.

WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything 
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a 
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed 
version of all that is Mexican and existed before “Planned 
Tourist Resorts”, such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa, 
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that 
the original “small town” flavor is maintained.

DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican 
vacation must inevitably lead to an encounter with 
Moctezuma’s revenge is just that: false. For the 28th 
year in a row, Puerto Vallarta’s water has been awarded 
a certification of purity for human consumption. It is 
one of only two cities in Mexico that can boast of such 
accomplishment. True, the quality of the water tested 
at the purification plant varies greatly from what comes 
out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On the 
other hand, most large hotels have their own purification 
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you 
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled 
water just about anywhere.

EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists 
often fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats 
in Vallarta. Many would like to bring it back with them, but 
believe that the laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If 
you would like to bring a cat or a dog back home, call the 
local animal shelter for more info: 322 293-3690.

LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to 
take one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. 
Before boarding, make sure you have a map and take note 
of the places you want to return to. Then venture off the 
beaten path. Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus 
takes you. And don’t worry - this is a safe place.

per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by 
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown, 
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so 
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free 
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the 
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget 
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help 
you check it out or lodge a complaint.

Uber and InDriver have also been available in PV for the 
past year or so.  Download their apps in your smartphone.

TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time, 
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the 
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La 
Cruz de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc.  
North of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. 
are on Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.

TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long 
distance calls from your hotel room. Most cell phones from the 
U.S. and Canada can be programmed for local use, through 
Telcel or other carriers. To dial cell to cell or land line, use the 
prefix 322, then the seven-digit number of the person you’re 
calling. To access toll-free numbers in the U.S. and Canada: 
800 numbers – dial 001-880 + the number, 866 numbers – 
dial 001 – 883 + the number, 877 numbers – dial 001 – 882 + 
the number, 888 numbers – dial 001 + the number.

LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 15%-20% of the bill 
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids, 
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices 
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In 
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the 
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave, 
ask “La cuenta, por favor” and your bill will be delivered to you.

MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate 
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio), 
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners.  

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION:  350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny 

days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and 
the rainy season extends from late June to early October.

FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety 
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer, 
cougars, raccoons, etc.

SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two 
Marine National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands 
- where diving is allowed under certain circumstances 
but fishing of any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay 
receives the visit of the humpback whales, dolphins and 
manta rays in the winter. During the summer, sea turtles, 
a protected species, arrive to its shores to lay their eggs.

ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism, 
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture, 
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon, 
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.

CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in Mexico 
although Canadian and American dollars are widely accepted.

BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes. 
Within PV, the current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and 
passengers must purchase a new ticket every time they 
board another bus. There are no “transfers”.

TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the 
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with 
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want 
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you 
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver 
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions 
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you 
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds 
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port 
that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates 
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An Important Notice:

PV Mirror es una publicación semanal. Certificados 
de licitud de título  y contenido en tramite.  Prohibida 
la reproducción total o parcial de su contenido, 
imágenes y/o fotografías sin previa autorización por 
escrito del editor.

The PVMIRROR wants your views and 
comments. Please send them by e-mail 
to: avineberg@yahoo.com

To Advertisers & Contributors and those with public 
interest announcements, the deadline for publication is:

2:00 pm on Monday of the 
week prior to publication.

NOTE:

Publisher / Editor:

Cover 
Photo:

Painting by the English School  |  Internet 

Graphic Designer:

Office & Sales:
Webmaster:

Online Team

avineberg@yahoo.com
Allyna Vineberg Leo Robby R.R.

322.294.0930

I N D E X :

pvmcitypaper.com

Contributors:

Anna Reisman / Krystal Frost
Giselle Belanger / Harriet Murray

Stan Gabruk / Marcia Blondin
Sheryl Novak / Leza Warkentin / Gil Gevins

“The Spaniards are coming”
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Without a doubt, the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church is an icon of our destination, because in 
addition to dominating the downtown, it is one 
of the most important religious monuments in 
the Bay of Banderas.

The history of this church’s construction 
is quite interesting, since it is related with 
important events in the history of Mexico, as 
well as by different construction approaches.  
In the church, you’ll recognize various styles, 
like the neoclassical in the main building and 
the renaissance-style towers.

It is considered that the official start date of 
construction of the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church was October 12, 1921.  Works were 
interrupted in 1926 by the Cristero War that 
ended in 1929.  Then they were restarted in 
1930 with the dome and by 1940, the building 
was already finished, except for the two 
towers.

In 1956, its spectacular crown was placed, 
which was sketched by the priest-parish 
Rafael Parra and sculpted by the artist José 
Esteban Ramírez.

One year of celebrations ends this week
The Church of Our Lady of Guadalupe

In 1987, under the supervision of Father 
Ramírez, the front side and the side towers 
were completed, which gave way to the church 
that we now know.

On October 9th, 1995, an 8.0 earthquake 
occurred, causing the church’s crown to fall, as 
well as a tsunami that affected a 200-km (120 
mi) stretch of the coast.

About the crown:
There is controversy about the crown design.  

Some historians claimed it was inspired by 
the crown of Mexican empress Carlota, wife 
of Maximilian Hapsburg, the emperor of the 
second empire in Mexico in 1864-1867, but 
our local historian disagreed.  In any case, the 
result is unique and beautiful, constructed in 
time with a regional style influenced by the 
Viceroyalty.

It was finally replaced in 2009.
To commemorate this centennial, various 

cultural, religious, sports and musical activities 
were held to celebrate the first century of this 
church in Puerto Vallarta.

“This series of events will take place from 
October 2021 to October 2022,” said Roberto 
Cordero, parish priest of the church.

Get to know the complete and updated 
calendar of the events by visiting the Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church website and/or social 
networks.
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Who remembers singing this 
little ditty in their childhood?  This 
traditional Spanish ballad became 
popular in the 1910s during the 
Mexican Revolution.  No one 
knows who created the original 
version, and the underlying 
meaning is still debated.  Some say 
the Cucaracha was a euphemism for 
a corrupt politician; others think it 
was a Mexican general who became 
president, and there is a third theory 
that the star of the song was Pancho 
Villa’s car!

Most of us who belted out this 
catchy tune loved the beat but had 
no idea we were singing about a 
pesky bug.  There are numerous 
variations of the lyrics, but the 
basic premise was the same – La 
Cucaracha is about a cockroach 
missing a leg. 

Of over 4500 species of 
cockroaches worldwide, only 30 
are problematic for us humans.  
They are hard to get rid of and 
reproduce quickly.  In addition 
to being ugly, they carry bacteria 
that can cause health problems, 
including salmonella, e.coli, and 
staphylococcus.  For those with 
allergies or asthma, they can be 
particularly problematic.

Although not known for their 
flying ability, they can still do 

La cucaracha, La cucaracha
“La cucaracha, la cucaracha,

Ya no puede caminar.
Porque le falta, poque no tiene

Una pata para andar!”’

“The cockroach, the cockroach,
He can no longer walk.

Because he’s missing, because he doesn’t have
A foot on which to walk!”

so.  Some of the biggest ones 
commonly found in Mexico can 
fly short distances.  They are also 
incredible climbers.  Not only will 
you see them on walls, but since 
many of these species have claws at 
the end of their feet, they can even 
crawl on ceilings.  

The best way to keep cockroaches 
from entering your condo or casa in 
Vallarta is to make it difficult for 
them to get in.  Cockroaches love 
to find cracks in walls or floors 
and spaces under doors, and they 
are also known to come through 

unsealed dryer vents.  Since we 
all love to keep our windows and 
sliding doors open to enjoy the 
fresh air, we make it easier for them 
to access our abodes.

Cockroaches are looking for food.  
Rather than using twist ties and food 
clips, store your food in air-tight 
containers or keep all opened boxes 
and containers in your refrigerator.  
Do not leave dirty dishes lying 
around or in your sink.  Since these 
bugs are natural foragers who love 
food and moisture, this is like a 
magnet to them.  It is better to get 
into the habit of washing and drying 
your dishes immediately after eating.    

If you see one cockroach, get out 
the spray or contact an exterminator 
immediately.  Cockroaches are 
social creatures, so seeing one 
means there’s a good chance there 
are more nearby.  You want to nip 
this problem in the bud before it 
becomes a more significant issue. 

Cockroaches are big poopers, 
so watch out for little piles of tiny 
black dots that look like coffee 
grounds or black pepper.  Keep an 
eye out for this telltale sign in your 
kitchen where there is a food source 
they are after or in the bathroom 
where there is moisture. 

One option that exterminators use 
to get rid of cockroaches is gel bait.  
The cockroach eats the gel that 

contains insecticides and returns 
to its colony.  This generally kills 
off the primary bug and the other 
members. Another option is boric 
acid which will also do the job.  As 
with any of these treatments, it is 
critical to be wary if you have small 
children or pets.

If you want your Cucaracha to be 
like the one in the song, who won’t 
be able to get very far, an ounce of 
prevention is worth the proverbial 
pound of cure.

New home in Vallarta?  It is 
important to have a list of trusted 
contractors to call for various issues 
you may encounter.  We work with 
the best - contact me and I am happy 
to connect you with them.  

New condo?  Buying furniture 
for our climate in Vallarta is 
different – it needs to stand up 
to termites, salty ocean air, high 
humidity, and intense UV rays. We 
specialize in helping you find the 
manufacturers and suppliers that 
use the correct materials with the 
proper processes so your furniture 
lasts.  Visit us at our Puerto 
Vallarta store: 363A Constitucion 
or Bucerias store at Heroes de 
Nacozari 126.  If you are not 
currently in Mexico, email us at 
furniture@solutionsmexico.com 
or send a text on Whatsapp at +52 
322 136-5156.
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PeaceAnimals, a free, mobile 
spay & neuter clinic has 
completed over 36 clinics this 
year.  A couple of weeks ago, the 
clinic was sponsored by the Hyatt 
Ziva Puerto Vallarta and was held 
in Ixtapa, Conalep.

Clare Leach, President of 
PeaceAnimals says it is an 
exciting milestone to receive 
community support and local 
corporate sponsorship. 

In 2021, PeaceAnimals and its 
veterinary team sterilized 7,371 
cats and dogs.  Each weekly 
clinic is held 3.5 days and costs 
$1,950.00 to sponsor.  For more 
information on sponsoring a 
clinic, please go to: http://www.
peaceanimals.org/about/clinic_
locations_amp_sponsor

This Friday and Saturday, the 
clinics will be held in San Vicente.  
Next week, from Wednesday to 
Saturday, the clinics will be in San 
Jose del Valle.  All are from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

For detailed information, please 
go to www.peaceanimals.org

Photos by Josef Kandoll 
Wepplo.

Community support

Clare Leach, President Pacheco, Leslie, baby Coral and Anthony

PeaceAnimals news
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ANNA Reisman

Well, it happened again, thank 
heaven, Mother Nature and the 
Sierra Madre.  Hurricane Orlene 
turned out to be much ado about 
nothing, and I mean nothing.  Our 
port closed, our airport closed, 
and then we waited… Category 
1, category 2, category 4, and still 
nothing, so many plans cancelled 
and still 

not even a drop of rain in our 
part of town.  Who can say we’re 
not blessed?

We had to wait a full 36 hours 
after she left our bay before we 
got a good rainstorm.

Only two more online-only 
issues after this one before we 
go back to our printed version!  
Yippeeyay!  I look forward to 
our weekly distribution route.  
I look forward to greeting old 
friends again.  It’s been a looong, 
lonely summer from that point 
of view.  Until then, we must 
keep our fingers crossed that we 
don’t get visited by any unwanted 
hurricanes around the 24th of the 
month, no matter how far off our 
coasts they may be.

A very dear friend of mine 
-whom I mentioned last week- 
just left last week, to return in 
November.  Whenever she’s 

here, we go out 
for dinner, a lot.  
Oh, don’t get me 
wrong; I enjoy 
it.  And especially because she 
always wants to try new places 
or ones we haven’t been to in a 
while.

One of the latter 
was Bravos, one of 
my favorites, but 
one I hadn’t enjoyed 
since last spring.  It 
was so nice to see 
my friend and fellow 
Canuck, owner Michael 
Boufford, again.  After 
the usual chitchat, I 
teased him, jokingly 
complaining about the 
removal of the “churro 
basket” from his list 
of decadent desserts.  
Without missing a 
beat, in his own inimitable way, 
he asked, “Did you see our new 
dessert list?”  Thank you, Michael, 
for bringing that churro delight 
back!  I won’t even try to describe 
the rack of lamb.  Welcome back, 
Bravos!

By the way and for your 
information, Poblanos (one of 
Michael’s other restaurants) has 

been officially closed and is now 
being operated by his friend 
Charlie Huynh who, to quote 
Michael, “is creating an amazing 
truly 100% Vietnamese restaurant 
here in Puerto Vallarta.  

The name is Let’s Pho and will 
be opening very soon. Charlie has 
a few very successful restaurants 
in the USA still in operation so 
he brings his love for food here 
so we can all enjoy.  I’m sure he 
will be a huge success and I can’t 

wait to get my Pho on there.”  I 
too am looking forward to getting 
my Pho on there.

Having lived in Montreal for a 
few decades, I was spoiled with 
the myriad Vietnamese restaurants 
and grocery stores all over.  I just 
love the food.

Still on the topic of good food, 
I just found out that our world-

famous Gourmet Festival is 
returning, from November 11th 
to December 14th.  Now that is 
good news!  Restaurants have 
had a rough time over the last 
two years, so it’s nice to see that 
they’re getting their mojo on 
again, slowly but surely.  Here’s 
to a great winter season for all.

Another sector is reviving as 
well: cruise ships.  Despite a couple 
of cancellations due to possible 
hurricane conditions, there were 

double and triple arrivals 
last month!  In addition to 
our regulars from Carnival 
and Celebrity, the Disney 
Wonder is coming back 
too.  And please don’t 
blame the Mirror for not 
publishing them.  The Port 
Authorities (API) don’t 
update their web site for 
weeks!

We’ve had some 
amazing, truly spectacular 
sunrises and sunsets these 
last few weeks.  And 
our readers have posted 

their photos on their Facebook 
pages.  I’m including one taken 
by our friend Ron Biggs, for your 
enjoyment.  I’m sure it would 
have been our cover photo if it 
wasn’t for the holidays.

Until next time, take care of 
yourself and of each other.  Stay 
safe, keep well.  

sheis@ymail.com
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The thing about parenthood is that, when you’re grinding away 
in your daily life, you start feeling like you should get away for 
a few days to rest and rejuvenate.  So then you do go away, but 
the amount of effort that goes into setting things up so you CAN 
have a break probably requires so much energy that you would 
need about seventy-five days of a holiday to make up for it. 

Let’s face it, you can’t just set down the grocery bags on your 
kitchen counter, pick up your keys and walk out the door for a 
few days.  There are lists to make, food to prepare, laundry to 
do.  Oh, and all of the routines that you have sort of memorized, 
those have to be written down for those who will be taking the 
reins. 

When you make those lists, you will NOT BELIEVE that these 
are things that you do every single day.  Because your hand is 
tired just writing it all down. 

As you’ve probably guessed, I am the one going away.  And, 
even though it’s a conference where I’ll be working, I consider it 
a little vacation.  Do you know why?  Because I wrote everything 
down and realized how much I needed a break from the everyday 
work I do as a parent and responsible adult. 

Parents are:
    Disciplinarians

    Therapists
    Chauffeurs

    Referees
    Event planners

    Medics
    Personal assistants

A little holiday

    Chefs
    Cleaning staff

    Finders of lost objects
    Clairvoyants (when the traditional methods of finding 

have been exhausted)
    Life coaches

    Tutors

And that’s just for starters.  My husband and I usually 
divvy up the roles between the two of us.  It depends on 
who is more competent in a role or has more time for a 
particular role on a particular day. 

For example, when my daughter had her wisdom teeth 
removed, I tried to comfort her when she was having a lot 
of pain.  However, I took a look at her swollen face and 
fainted.  My husband, on the other hand, sat up with her half 
the night, handing her ice packs and running to the store for 
ice cream.  He’s the medic in our family.

On the other hand, I’m the only parent who can remember 
that math tutoring is Tuesdays and Fridays and that my 
daughter is in the music club while my son helps lead the 
recycling crew on campus.  I am typing this, CERTAIN that 
they will go to their respective clubs when I’m gone and 
my husband will have to send out a search party to find out 
where they are.

And that leads me to my primary role, which is Chief 
Worrier.  It’s a role in which I’m an absolute natural, and it’s 
one in which I will continue to excel while at my conference.  
I know without a doubt that I am over-planning, and that 
if they end up doing things differently while I’m away 
it will not have an impact on the quality of anyone’s life 
whatsoever. 

I’m still putting in the tremendous effort to leave 
everything organized for these guys, even though they are 
going to be just fine without me for a few days.  Which 
makes me think the little holiday might not be just for me.
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| marciavallarta@gmail.comMARCIA Blondin

Marcia Blondin
Can be contacted via email at marciavallarta@gmail.com or Cell 322 159-9675

Have you ever noticed how 
cleaning creates more of itself?  
When you begin project DEEP 
CLEAN, the chaos is multiplied 
by mounds of dirty rags; every 
available flat surface is crowded 
with contents of shelves, drawers 
and cubbies right next to buckets 
of paint and cleaning products.  
Once the inside surfaces are 
shiny and bright, everything 
that came OUT of that cupboard 
or whatever must be cleaned 
before it can go back in.  What’s 
left sitting out is garbage or the 
beginnings of yet another pile 
elsewhere for reconsideration 
later.

But I am winning!  The only 
hiccup in the project is I can’t 
find my plumber / electrician 
Jose whom I usually see once a 
week.  His phone is out of order, 
so I shall explain: “It wasn’t me; 
I didn’t do it.”

Last week, Dennis Crow’s 
film was the original Music 
Man starring Robert Preston, 
who established his notable 
role on Broadway a few years 
beforehand.  It was delightful and 
sweet with a message that needs 
repeating again and again: living 
in love changes everything.

The Summer Film Series 
is back at Incanto with “The 
Greatest Showman” this week; 
see below for the next.

Bingo has returned to Nacho 
Daddy every other Wednesday, 
benefiting the Colina Spay and 

A respite Neuter Clinic, which has, in 
the last ten years, sterilized -for 
free- over 10,500 animals.  The 
number of potential offspring in 
that time period is staggering.  
And, it’s fun, and the prizes are 
outstanding.

Luis Villanueva, one of 
Vallarta’s most endearing 
entertainers, decided to celebrate 
his sixth anniversary of moving 
to Vallarta. His mini-concert 
at Therapy last week featured 
other voices of Vallarta that 
have become his friends and 
colleagues, including Kevin 
Anthony.  We are so fortunate, 
Luis, to have you in our midst 
with your lovely voice and heart 
to match.

During the short time I could 
spend at Therapy, I had the 
honor of sitting with Tom Bernes 
and his dear friend Russ who 
traveled all the way from the 
Solomon Islands to vacation 
in our city.  His itinerary to get 
home was daunting just to listen 
to!  Safe journeys back to the 
Islands, new friend Russ!

The Arte Vallarta Museo 
celebrated its monthly fiesta 
and Director Nathalie Herling’s 
birthday on the first Saturday of 
October.  Chiles en Nogada were 
served with strains of El Falcon’s 
Brazilian jazz in the background 
as the sky drizzled with light 
rain.  Did you know you can 
get an annual membership to 
the Museo for as little as 1,000 
pesos?  Many perks are attached, 
including free entrance to the 

Museo and deep discounts on all 
the classes at ART VallARTa.

Arte Viviente had its first 
Block Party last Saturday that 
garnered quite a bit of attention.  
The old Revolucion bar on 
Guerrero is still undergoing 
small renovations but should 
be opening soon.  Their walls 
were festooned with various AV 
painters’ works adjacent to the 
fabulous art furniture by Paul 
Cankar.

Arte Viviente founding 
member Angelo Sannasardo 
held court on the main floor of 
Bom Bon Bar, surrounded by 
his paintings and tee shirts.  The 
walls at Granvas, the chic new 
coffee/wine bar on Guerrero, 
were loaded with paintings by 
Quetzal, currently in Egypt! 

Arte Viviente recently moved 
to 264 Matamoros just across 
Calle Guerrero and has clearly 
made good friends with their 
neighbors!  Possible expansion 
shortly; I will keep you posted.

As I write this, we will learn 
soon if Hurricane Orlene will 
visit Vallarta and if she will 
merely breeze by or pop in 
for a bit of havoc.  My new 
roomie, who was to arrive 
early tomorrow, had his flight 
postponed to Thursday.  And 
while that alleviates pressure on 
me still working on the house 
today AND writing, that one 
planeload of people has had a 
significant change dumped on 
them.  Vacations will likely be 
shortened by three days - terrible 
if you were only coming for 
a week!  And, if a hurricane 
cancels a flight, who pays for the 
three nights in Toronto and meals 

if one still wants to continue the 
trip?  Not the airline’s fault, to be 
sure.

The Palm Cabaret and Bar 
opened for its 23rd season 
yesterday and closed today until 
Wednesday due to the hurricane.  
I was all set to see ‘Boys on Fire’ 
tonight, but it looks like it will be 
next week.

COMING UP:
October 07, Friday, 7:30 p.m. 

at Incanto - Kevin Anthony in 
concert

October 09, Sunday, 8 p.m. at 
The Palm - Daniel Celis debuts 
his tribute to Elton John

9:30 p.m. at The Palm - the 
debut of Boys on Fire

October 11, Tuesday, 5 p.m. 
at Incanto - Dennis Crow’s Film 
Series presents the original 1952 
classic ‘Singing in the Rain’

October 12, Wednesday, 1 
p.m. at Qulture - Scrabble with 
our new timers!

4 p.m. at Nacho Daddy - Bingo 
to benefit Colina Spay and 
Neuter Clinic

8 p.m. at The Palm - Tonny 
Kenneth debuts “Stayin’ Alive’’

October 16, the second annual 
SO YOU THINK YOU CAN 
RISE auditions start today!  Go to 
RISEPV.COM for information.

As this goes to my editor, we 
carry on with our lives, hoping 
and praying our city is spared 
any more weather tragedy, with 
Hurricane Nora’s damage from 
over a year ago still being keenly 
felt.

We will keep our thoughts 
strong and positive and our 
heads down.  See you on the flip 
side, From Here.
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GIL Gevins | www.gilgevins.com

“When El Zorillo (“The Skunk”) 
stumbled into the store the other 
day, it took me several moments 
to recognize him. I hadn’t seen the 
man for ten years and in that time 
he’d lost most of his hair and gained 
fifty pounds.  And he was sober; I’d 
never seen El Zorillo sober before.

“Don Gil!” he rasped, lurching 
zombielike towards my desk.

Whenever an artisan called me 
“Don” (a so-called term of respect), 
it always meant one of two things: 
either he owed me money, or he 
was hoping to owe me more money.  
In The Skunk’s case, it meant both.

Although I did not recognize 
his face, I did recognize the large 
spectacular mask he was carrying 
- I had paid for it ten years ago!  I 
also recognized his signature smell, 
which approximated that of a cow left 
lying dead on the side of the road, for 
several weeks.  El Zorillo had never 
quite gotten the hang of bathing, 
or changing his clothes, which is of 
course how he got his nickname.

Mexicans, if you haven’t noticed, 
love nicknames: El Enano (The 
Dwarf), El Duende (The Elf), 
El Tamalon (The Big Tamale), 
Salivotas (The Big Drooler), El 
Mochomo (The Big Nasty Biting 
Ant), etc.

“Skunk,” I exclaimed, 
remembering to breathe through 
my mouth, “what a surprise!”

“Don Gil,” The Skunk said, “I 
brought your mask.”

“Yes.  And right on time.” 
“I also have two other masks,” he 

added coyly, “if you are interested.”
The Skunk was probably the 

greatest living mask maker in 
Mexico.  And I sold masks for a 
living.  I was beyond interested.  
I was, in fact, panting with 
excitement.  As he withdrew the 

Drunk skunk in a funk

exquisite pieces from a battered 
cardboard box, my heart began to 
rise inexorably towards my throat, 
right alongside the oatmeal I’d eaten 
for breakfast.  I wondered, briefly, if 
El Zorillo would feel offended if I 
offered to run him, at my expense, 
through the local carwash.

“Well, you know, Skunk,” I said, 
“it depends on the price.”

“You have any mescal?” he 
asked, his hoarse voice tinged with 
desperation.  “I’m going to die if I 
don’t have a drink right away.”

“Not on me, Skunk, but I’ve got 
a friend up the street who sells the 
best Raicilla in town.”

“Raicilla?”
“Our local mescal,” I explained. 
“Is it as strong as the mescal from 

Guerrerro?” he asked hopefully.
“Stronger.  Like drinking battery 

acid.  So, tell me, Skunk, how much 
do you want for those two little 
masks?”

“Can’t we discuss business after 
we see your friend?”

While we were chatting, two 
clients walked in, a pair of high 
maintenance women who could 
have been an illustration for the 
letter “G”, they were wearing so 
much Gucci.  The moment they 
entered the shop I could see their 
nostrils dilating with olfactory 
stupefaction.  “What’s that smell?” 
one of them gasped. 

“I think it’s a dead rat,” the other 
said.  “We had one trapped between 
the walls of our summer house in 
the Hamptons last year.”

“I’ll give you a good price, don’t 
you worry,” The Skunk told me.  
“But let’s go get some of that Urea 
stuff first.”

“Raicilla.”
“Whatever,” El Zorillo said.  “It’s 

almost noon.  I’m dying.”

Looking up I saw my wife walk 
in, just as the two Gucci ladies, 
gagging theatrically, were walking 
out.

“Oh, my God!” Lucy said.  
“What’s that smell?”

“It’s The Skunk, honey.  Look, 
after ten years he’s finally brought 
my mask.”

“Very nice,” Lucy said, breathing 
through her mouth.  “Just get him 
out of here before that smell soaks 
into the merchandise.”

“Lucy!” El Zorillo exclaimed, 
lurching in my wife’s direction. 

“Hi,” Lucy said, backpedalling 
into the bathroom, slamming the 
door and shouting, “Get him out! 
Now!”

A group of women walked in, 
sniffed the air once, turned on their 
heels and fled.

“Okay, Skunk, let’s go get that 
Raicilla.  Just leave the masks on 
the desk.  Honey,” I called to my 
wife, “we’re going to see Orejas 
(Big Ears).  We’ll be right back.”

“Take your time!” she shouted 
from the bathroom.

Orejas was my most reliable 
Raicilla connection.  He lived 
a few blocks away and sold his 
moonshine on the sly out of his 
wife’s tiny tienda.  Big Ears had 
a long narrow face and a pair of 
Dumbo-ears which hung halfway 
down his cheeks.

“Big Ears, this is my good friend, 
Skunk.  He might want to buy some 
Raicilla.”

“He looks like he could use a 
drink,” Big Ears said, warily eying 
the mephitic mask maker.  “And a 
bath.” 

Nonetheless, breathing through 
his mouth, Big Ears reached under 
the counter, pulled out an unmarked 
bottle of Raicilla and filled a glass.  
The Skunk drank it down it one 
gulp, causing Big Ears to raise his 
bushy eyebrows in amazement.

“This Raicilla is delicious!”  El 
Zorillo said, thus becoming the first 
human being ever to utilize those 
two words in the same sentence.

As The Skunk proceeded to down 

glass after glass, I paid Big Ears for 
the bottle, said hello to El Gordo 
(Fatso), Big Ear’s younger brother, 
and formulated a plan.

Pretty soon The Skunk was blitzed 
beyond repair, thoroughly dazed 
and more confused than a gay 
Republican.  I helped him to his 
feet and, breathing into a Raicilla-
soaked rag, walked him to the 
nearest bus station.  After dropping 
the obliterated mask maker into 
a plastic seat, I bought a one-way 
ticket to his hometown.

“Who’s going on the bus, you or 
him?” the skinny clerk, breathing 
through his mouth, demanded.

“Him,” I said, passing the man 
a hundred-peso tip.  “He’s a little 
drunk.  Could you make sure he gets 
on the right bus?”

“Oh, I’ll make sure he gets on a 
bus, alright.”

I got out my calculator and 
punched in what I thought was a 
fair price for the two masks.  Then I 
deducted the cost of the bus ticket, 
the bottle of Raicilla and another 
fifty pesos for mental anguish.  
Finally, risking a world class rash, 
I squeezed the money deep into 
the stiff grime-encrusted pocket of 
The Skunk’s pants, where it could 
only be withdrawn with the aid of 
a shovel.

“Was dat?” he asked.
“The money for the other two 

masks.”
“Urea!” The Skunk gurgled.  

Then, with one last wheeze, he 
went to sleep. 

Gil Gevins, a forty-year resident 
of Vallarta is the author of six 
hilarious books, two novels and four 
collections of short stories. His best-
known book, PUERTO VALLARTA 
ON 49 BRAIN CELLS A DAY, has 
delighted thousands of readers for 
more than twenty years. His latest: 
101: GIL’S GREATEST HITS, 
contains a hundred (and one) of his 
funniest stories. All of Gil’s books are 
available on Amazon, as E-Books or 
in paperback. If you like to laugh, 
pick one up. You won’t regret it.
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Depending on where you are, October 12th is celebrated differently 
…and for different reasons.

In Mexico, as in most Hispanic countries in the Americas, it is the 
day when Christopher Columbus’ ships approached the shores of 
one of the islands off the coast of the “new world” (named America 
in honor of Italian navigator Amerigo Vespucci who had reached 
the north coast of what we call South America today).

The day marks the beginning of relations between Europe and the 
Americas, the “meeting of two worlds” that transformed forever 
the vision of the world and the lives of Europeans and “americans” 
as well.

On the evening of August 3, 1492, Columbus departed from 
Palos, Spain, with three ships: one larger carrack, Santa María, 
nicknamed Gallega (the Gallician), and two smaller caravels, Pinta 
(the Painted) and Santa Clara, nicknamed Niña (the Girl).  And, as 
they say, the rest is history.

For centuries, many people believed that Columbus was a great 
discoverer – but in reality, Columbus discovered nothing.  How 
can you “discover” a land that already had 20 million native people 
already living there? 

What Columbus did was to set into motion a chain of viciousness 
that lasted for more than 500 years: genocide, slavery, dehumanizing 
acts of inhumanity, atrocities of barbarism and brutality in crimes 
against humanity on a huge murderous scale. 

“Research of Columbus over the years paints a much different 
picture of him than what many people know.  Christopher Columbus 
introduced two phenomena that revolutionized race relations and 
transformed the modern world: the taking of land, wealth, and 
labor from indigenous peoples, leading to their near extinction, and 
the transatlantic slave trade of black American’s black ancestors, 
which created a racial underclass that still exists to this day.”

Many people look upon Columbus as a great navigator.  That is 
true.  But he was also a plunderer.

“We can understand Columbus and all European explorers (and 
settlers) more clearly if 1492 is treated not as a discovery, but as a 
meeting of THREE different cultures: Europe, Native peoples of the 
North / South / Central America / Mexico and the Caribbean, and 
Africa (which was soon involved via the enslavement of defenseless 
Africans by greedy Europeans).”

Before the landing of Europeans in the New World, there were 
thriving civilizations: Mayan, Aztec, Inca and Arawaks - to name 
just a few.

And just as the history of native peoples in the Americas has been 
thoroughly white-washed, the history of black America, both pre-
slavery and after slavery, is practically written out of America’s 
history books, especially the pre-slavery history.

There’s a saying that Columbus landed in 1492 and nine months 
later the first latinoamericano was born.  El Día de la Raza is 
celebrated on Columbus Day.  It either replaces it or is combined with 
the holiday, depending on the nation celebrating.  The U.S. celebrates 
on the second Monday in October; most of Latin America celebrates 
it on the 12th.  El Día de la Raza celebrates the birth of the Latin 
American identity, with its bittersweet history and contradictions.

Hispanics have a particular concern when it comes to the celebration 
of Columbus.  For them, the dilemma is that our cultures and 
languages are heavily influenced by Native Americans (referred to as 
indios in Latin America).  Beyond the influence of indio culture, we 
share much of the same blood, and therefore history.  The same can 
be said of the Africans who would become slaves in the Americas.  
Many call the attacks on Columbus revisionist history, but that claim 
loses weight in light of the fact that history was being revised as it was 
written.  Every action, regardless how malevolent, was justified in the 
name of the Church.  Our accepted history isn’t the work of unbiased 
intellectuals, but rather religious and political zealots seeking fortune.  
The rest of the story has also been recorded, but is seldom presented.

October 12th - Columbus Day, 
Día de la Raza, Canadian Thanksgiving

It still remains that Columbus, and those conquerors who came 
after him, did more harm than good towards the native people of 
the New World (directly) and the black people of the Trans-Atlantic 
slave trade (indirectly).  And if the history of Columbus is taught 
in schools, all of it must be taught, the good with the bad - and the 
history of the native peoples of America and black Americans, who 
had just as much a part in the building of this country.

El Día de la Raza
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In Canada Thanksgiving is celebrated on the second Monday 
in October.  Unlike the American tradition of remembering 
Pilgrims and settling in the New World, Canadians give thanks for 
a successful harvest.  The harvest season falls earlier in Canada 
compared to the United States due to the simple fact that Canada 
is further north.

The history of Thanksgiving in Canada goes back to an English 
explorer, Martin Frobisher, who had been trying to find a northern 
passage to the Orient.  He did not succeed, but he did establish 
a settlement in Northern America.  In the year 1578, he held a 
formal ceremony, in what is now called Newfoundland, to give 
thanks for surviving the long journey.  This is considered the first 
Canadian Thanksgiving.  Other settlers arrived and continued these 
ceremonies.  He was later knighted and had an inlet of the Atlantic 
Ocean in northern Canada named after him – Frobisher Bay.

At the same time, French settlers, having crossed the ocean and 
arrived in Canada with explorer Samuel de Champlain, also held 
huge feasts of thanks.  They even formed ‘The Order of Good 
Cheer’ and gladly shared their food with their Indian neighbours.

After the Seven Years’ War ended in 1763, the citizens of Halifax 
held a special day of Thanksgiving.

During the American Revolution, Americans who remained loyal 
to England moved to Canada where they brought the customs 
and practices of the American Thanksgiving.  (There are many 
similarities between the two Thanksgivings such as the cornucopia, 
the turkey and the pumpkin pie.)

Eventually in 1879, Parliament declared November 6th a day of 
Thanksgiving and a national holiday.  Over the years many dates 
were used for Thanksgiving, the most popular was the 3rd Monday in 
October.  After World War I, both Armistice Day and Thanksgiving 
were celebrated on the Monday of the week in which November 11th 
occurred.  Ten years later, in 1931, the two days became separate 
holidays and Armistice Day was renamed Remembrance Day.

Finally, on January 31st, 1957, Parliament proclaimed: “A Day of 
General Thanksgiving to Almighty God for the bountiful harvest 
with which Canada has been blessed” ...to be observed on the 2nd 
Monday in October, i.e. on the 10th in 2022.

Canadian Thanksgiving
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RN, LCSW | ggbelangerpv@gmail.comGISELLE Belanger

Written by: Giselle Belanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available for appointments in person, by phone, 
or by skype webcam. Contact info: Mex cell: (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203

“Domestic violence” can be an intimidating term that most people 
assume does not apply to them because their image of it is a woman who 
has been physically beaten, is black and blue with bruises, and may have 
broken bones and some teeth knocked out.  Our image of the abuser or 
“perpetrator” is similarly extreme. You know the type - raging alcoholic, 
punching walls, yelling, swearing, making threats, scaring everyone, 
who then wakes up the next day and begs for forgiveness and apologizes. 

Although the above description is real, many other types of victims and 
perpetrators exist.  Domestic violence knows no boundaries; it crosses 
all economic and cultural lines.  It is everywhere.  It may or may not be 
apparent, from blatantly obvious to discreetly hidden behind facades of 
the happy couple or family.

Note: Although both men and women can be victims of abuse and that 
abuse occurs in both heterosexual and homosexual / lesbian relationships, 
I will discuss this topic with the woman as the victim and man as the 
perpetrator.

Some women don’t even know they are victims
There are many types of abuse.  Even though physical abuse is the most 

obvious; she knows she’s being hit or beaten, but she may not consider 
it abuse.  Sexual abuse can be obvious or subtle.  You know when sex 
is being physically forced on you, but what about when you agree to 
have it in order to calm him down or keep him from becoming angry?  
Verbal abuse may seem normal; something you’ve heard all of your life, 
or you may be aware that you don’t like it and it doesn’t feel good, but 
you may not have ever considered it abuse.  Emotional abuse is even 
less tangible making it very difficult to identify.  Usually, it’s the result 
of verbal abuse; how you feel from being called names and told that you 
are worthless.  It is also the result of being manipulated by guilt or fear.  
Basically, abuse leaves you feeling trapped without options, suffering 
in silence, ashamed with low self-esteem, like you are the “crazy one”. 

It’s all about power and control
The abuser or perpetrator has the need to exert power and control over 

their victims.  It is not just an anger management issue and even though it 

October is Domestic 
Violence Month

Am I a Victim of Domestic Violence?

can be exacerbated by alcohol and drugs, they are not the cause.  Usually, 
the perpetrator was a victim of abuse as a child and learned such behavior 
and attitude was normal.  Many children living in a home with domestic 
violence begin treating and talking to their mother the way they see their 
father treat her, and eventually they treat their girlfriends the same.  This 
problem is passed on from one generation to another.

Cycle of violence
There are three stages; tension building, explosive or abusive episode, 

and the honeymoon period.  Each stage can be as short as a few hours 
or as long as several months.  This also depends on the type of abuse. 
Sometimes he “only” hits her or beats her up twice a year, which makes it 
“quite tolerable,” “the rest of the time he is so sweet and fun to be with.”  
With verbal and emotional abuse, there can be explosive sometimes 
rageful episodes where he yells and carries on for a few hours and even 
though they don’t leave any visible bruises, the internal wounds take 
much longer to heal and are much more painful.  The honeymoon period 
follows the abuse, in which he apologizes, insists that he didn’t intend to 
act that way, and promises he won’t do it again, then begs for forgiveness 
and tells you how much he loves you.  These are the weeks or months 
that you enjoy him most.  Then he starts to get more impatient, intolerant, 
irritated, tries to control any outbursts, but the tension is building until he 
finally loses control and BOOM, he explodes.  And the cycle continues... 

Why women stay
A common reaction is to question why they stay if it is that bad.  One 

answer is that the abuse cycles; every day is not bad, in fact there may 
be many more good days than bad.  Another reason is that you become 
accustomed to it, learn how to handle it and react to it; it becomes 
normalized and you become desensitized.  You also believe him when he 
blames you for how he treats you, for example, “it’s because I come home 
after working all day and the place is a mess and the kids’ toys aren’t put 
away,” or “you burned the dinner.”  You think to yourself that he’s right 
and that you are a failure and deserve this. Among hundreds of other 
reasons, a few include financial dependence and subsequent inability to 
support yourself or children on your own, fear of what he would do if you 
did leave, guilt about separating your children from their father, and of 
course the belief and hope that he will change and things will get better. 

Will he change and will things get better?
No.  He will not change without professional help.  Why should he 

change if he gets to have what he wants and continue to behave in an 
abusive way without any consequences?  He does not know any other 
way of being and may not realize that what he does is wrong or abusive.  
He has spent so much time defending why he’s that way and blaming 
everyone else for his behavior, that he has lost perspective.  He easily 
justifies himself and desperately fears losing his power and control over 
you and so the intensity and frequency of the abuse progresses. 

Reality check
Are you happy?  Is this the relationship you dreamed of?  Do you 

deserve a better healthier relationship?  How are your children?  What is 
the impact this has had and is having on them?  What will be the long-
term impact on them and on you?  What needs to happen before you say 
“enough is enough!”?  How bad does it have to get?  In order to survive 
until now, you have learned to deny and minimize, to sacrifice yourself 
and your needs and desires, in order to keep him calm.  There is help and 
there is a way out! 
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For questions and comments - 
Cell: 322 116-9645 

| krystal.frost73@hotmail.comKRYSTAL Frost

KRYSTAL Frost

I ran across this in my wonderings… 
read on, dear reader... Most M.D.s do 
not like to be asked much, but it’s 
your dime.

1. Do I really need this test?
“Doctors often adhere to a better-

safe-than-sorry philosophy, ordering 
tests just to protect themselves in 
the event of a lawsuit,” says David 
Sandmire, MD, co-author of Medical 
Tests That Can Save Your Life.

A full 16% of prostate-cancer 
screenings, for example, are 
unnecessary, say Harvard researchers. 
Since 80% of PSA results are false 
positives, thousands of men undergo 
needless biopsies each year. Another 
overused procedure: CT scans. The 
radiation from these tests causes an 
estimated 5,695 cancer cases a year, 
say British researchers.

2. Where would you send your 
spouse or children?

Like our tax code and the judicial 
system, medicine is supposed to treat 
everyone equally, but it’s clear that 
some people receive better treatment 
than others. “General practitioners 
who work within a particular system 
routinely refer patients to specialists 
within that health-care system,” 
says Kevin Soden, MD, co-author of 
Special Treatment: How to Get the 
Same High-Quality Health Care Your 
Doctor Gets. “However, oftentimes 
the best surgeon is in a completely 
different facility on the other side of 
town, and you can bet that’s where 
your doctor would send his family.”

3. How many surgeries do you 
perform each year?

Nowhere is the saying “practice 
makes perfect” more applicable than 
in the operating room. Urologists who 
perform more than 40 prostatectomies 
a year, for example, experience 50% 

10 questions you 
must ask your doctor
Assert yourself at your next appointment.

fewer complications than those who 
perform fewer than 40. The same 
goes for hospitals performing more 
than 200 coronary bypass surgeries 
a year, according to a report in the 
journal Circulation. Bottom line: 
However, lets not overdue it with 
the surgeries, get a second and third 
opinion and if you still decide to go 
for it the outcome may hinge on your 
surgeon’s experience.  

4. Can I schedule my surgery for 
the morning?

Arrive early and you’ll get the 
undivided attention of an alert 
medical staff. A recent study of 
90,000 surgeries by researchers at 
Duke University found that patients 
who had operations in the morning 
were four times less likely to have 
anesthesia complications — nausea, 
post-op pain, fluctuating blood 
pressure — than those who had them 
in the afternoon.

5. If I get sick, will you see me in 
the hospital?

In the past 10 years, the number 
of hospitalists, a new breed of 
physicians who specialize in 
inpatient care, has grown from a 
few hundred to nearly 20,000. “So 
if you require hospitalization, odds 
are your primary-care physician 
won’t be at your bedside,” says Evan 
Scott Levine, MD, author of What 
Your Doctor Won’t (or Can’t Tell 
You). “You’ll be dealing with a new 
doctor who doesn’t know you or your 
medical history.” Make sure your GP 
makes hospital calls.

6. Do you earn bonuses based on 
performance?

Before you schedule a surgery, 
check the hospital’s physician 
reward system. Insurance companies 
reimburse hospitals based on the 

type of treatment provided, not the 
length of your stay. As a result, 
“Many hospitals pay their physicians 
bonuses based on how quickly they 
move patients out the door,” says Dr. 
Levine. “Quality of care is sacrificed 
in the interest of increasing patient 
turnover.”

7. When did you graduate from 
medical school?

In an analysis of 62 studies, 
researchers at Harvard Medical 
School discovered that doctors who 
have been out of medical school for 
more than 20 years were up to 48% 
less likely to stay up-to-date on 
developments in their fields. They 
are equally likely to be unaware of 
current treatment guidelines, such 
as prescribing aspirin to treat angina 
(chest pain caused by decreased 
blood flow to the heart). 

8. What the hell does that say?
No doctor would prescribe Zoloft 

for high cholesterol, but that’s 
what you might end up with if 
your pharmacist can’t read Zocor 
in your doctor’s chicken scratch. 
Poor penmanship isn’t just an old 
stereotype; it’s responsible for up to 
61% of medication errors and more 
than 1.5 million patient injuries per 
year, according to a recent report from 
the National Academies of Sciences’ 
Institute of Medicine. 

“If you can’t read a prescription, 
chances are your pharmacist can’t 
either,” says Dr. Soden. “Get your 
doctor to print out the name of the 
medication.”

9. Will you remove that wedding 
ring?

When scientists at Rush University 
Medical Center, in Chicago, analyzed 
the hands of 66 nurses, they found 
that those with wedding rings had 
10 times more bacteria than those 
without. 

“Bacterial infections are the leading 
cause of death in American hospitals; 
about 98,000 people die from them 
each year,” says Dr. Soden. “That 
means you can contract a secondary 
infection at the hospital.” (Scary.)

10. What else can I do to treat my 
condition?

Recent studies suggest that diet 
and exercise are essential for treating 
and preventing everything from heart 
attacks to prostate cancer, yet only 
one in six doctors discusses how 
to use nutrition to prevent disease, 
according to a study in the American 
Journal of Clinical Nutrition. 
Researchers in Colorado, meanwhile, 
found that only 28 percent of doctors 
mention exercise to their patients. 
Many primary-care physicians 
work with dietitians and trainers 
who can help treat patients with 
lifestyle-influenced health problems, 
such as type 2 diabetes. So even if 
your doctor doesn’t have answers 
regarding nutrition and exercise, he 
likely knows someone who does.  Or 
find another Doctor who does.
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Can be contacted at www.casasandvillas.com
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There are subtle details that, if missed, can make a difference 
in your choice of a condo or home to rent or buy.  And this is not 
because it is Mexico, but because of how some groups organize 
their ownership.

1.- Building security:  Is there a procedure regularly followed 
by administration to check in persons to the building and follow 
up for signing out?  These procedures are what the condo HOA 
vote upon.  Are they useful rules or unrealistic or too strict, or too 
flexible?  Cameras are only helpful after an intrusion or robbery.  
And criminals wear disguises.  If your admin depends on this 
instead of personal check in and out, there can be big problems, 

Are the front doors open or closed?  There is a building on the 
south shore which keeps the door open because the administrator 
did not want to have to keep pushing the release-lock when 
people not having a key want to be let into the building.  So, the 
rule of the condo in the by-laws says owners and renters will 
have their own keys to enter and will be responsible for workers 
or persons entering the building on their behalf.   But it was 
easier to keep the door open than enforce a rule with owners or 
post the rules in the entry and in the elevator. as reminders.  This 
building then gets a lower rating for value and safety.

2.- Maintenance:  You want to check in the HOA rules and 
financial reports on how much is spent for common maintenance.  
And the amount should not be unreasonably low. Maintenance 
contracts for elevators are a good idea and difficult to access 
visually.

Detective work
Mexican Real Estate

Terrace balconies are suspect, also.  Who maintains them, 
owners or the HOA?  This rule will be in the regime.   How do 
you think it looks when some building railings are rusty and 
spoil the look of the building?

Does the building have access to the beach where trash builds 
up from beach usage and there is not adequate cleaning or 
containers?  This can be a problem if not handled properly.

3.- Additional beach land in front of your condo or home?  The 
currents the past few years have created a situation where there 
is private land between the maritime zone and the concession of 
the owner of the property in front of this area.  This has happened 
in the area around the Grand Venetian, Los Muertos Beach and 
other places up and down the western shore.  In times past the 
government kept this land, now it is being sold to individuals or 
companies planning to build on it. 

4.- Differences in info on properties before you buy and find out 
too late:  Web sites that say they are the location for you to use as 
your guide on price, terms, who can show you the property, etc., 
most of the time, are misleading you.  No other sites but those 
of the AMPI 3 chapters who have a Flex FBS system on their 
websites, have vetted the properties to list, under the conditions 
that the agent can provide proof of ownership and the property 
can be sold.  Some sites do not even require the properties to be 
listed, so the first person uploading the property gets to mislead 
you that he/she is the listing agent. 

If you use the site of an AMPI member, they should display 
where you can see clearly the statement that all the listings are 
being offered to the public and this agency may not be the listing 
agent themselves. 

This article is based upon legal opinions, current practices, and 
my personal experiences in the Puerto Vallarta-Bahia de Banderas 
areas.  I recommend that each potential buyer or seller of Mexican 
real estate conduct his own due diligence and review.   
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(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

Stan Gabruk
Web page:  www.MasterBaiters.com.mx , 
Local Phone at: Our international number is: +52 
322 209 1128. #MasterBaitersSportfishing on 
Instagram, Facebook: Master Baiter’s Sportfishing 
& Tackle. The trade mark Master Baiter’s ® 
Sportfishing and Tackle is protected under trade 
mark law and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.

| www.MasterBaiters.com.mxSTAN Gabruk

Living in a tropical place like 
Puerto Vallarta, hurricanes can and 
do happen all the time.  Most are 
hundreds of miles out to sea and 
frankly, the general public doesn’t 
know anything about hurricanes 
until they come close to shore.  
But this last week, we had a slow 
moving hurricane that screwed with 
the fishing for three days.  So the 
report this week is positive and we 
expect the perfect conditions for 
Dorado, Sailfish and Blue Marlin 
to continue.  As we move into 
“High Season” for fishing we’re 
in tournament season, which of 
course means the time of the year to 
boat that “bucket list” fantasy fish.  
Feeling lucky?

After the last tropical storm 
that passed us, it pushed massive 
amounts of varied bait into the area.  
Corbeteña has benefited greatly, but 
at the same time created a challenge 

Perfect conditions 
for Dorado, Sailfish 

and Blue Marlin

for even the most experienced 
captains.  And naturally when 
there’s massive bait, fish follow.  
Sailfish are good sized and north 
of The Rock.  Dorado are in good 
numbers, but they’re only around 
20 lbs., though many are larger.  
Blue Marlin are running the entire 
area, so be patient.  We’re having 
a disappointing Black Marlin year, 
water temperatures have been a 
little “cool” for Blacks that prefer 
88 degrees and up. Now they’ll 
be in cooler water, but if they’re 
happy where they are, why move 
and that seems to be the situation.  
As mentioned, there are “lots” of 
Dorado and they’ve been running 
with large smaller Yellowfin Tuna 
“footballs” in the 20 to 40-lb range.  
With Blue water and an occasional 
trash line, your fishing options 
couldn’t be better. 

At the eight-hour distance, 

primarily the point at Punta Nayarit 
(formerly known as Punta Mita) 
to El Moro has been interesting.  
Sailfish can be in any of those 
areas.  Find some floating debris or 
a mature trash line and you’ve got a 
Dorado goldmine.  Dorado, which 
were running with the football 
Tuna.  Head north to Sayulita and 
the reefs are a good place to find 
Rooster fish.  Also, remember that 
the area at the other end of the bay, 
inside the bay, is full of Rooster 
fish.  Throw in Bonita and Needle 
fish and you’ve got a nice line-up 
of fish possibilities.  Eight hours is 
a great day with any possibilities.  
Blue Marlin at 350 to 450 lbs. are 
still running the area but are farther 
out from the point.

Inside the bay is still 
amazing fishing.  Normally 
at this time of the year 
you’re looking for Dorado, 
Bonita and needle fish in the 
bay.  This year is a different 
game with it being a La Niña 
year.  We’ve seen several 
hurricanes pushing crazy 
currents in all directions, 
especially the bay where 
we’ve seen unusual Sailfish 

action, and even a Striped Marlin or 
two.  Right now, it’s Dorado heaven 
if you get close to the Yelapa area, 
but drop baits at Los Arcos and get 
ready for action, amigos.  Yellowfin 
Tuna to 40 lbs. at Yelapa, but you 
have to chum to get them to the 
surface, then they’ll take baits, a 
little secret so keep this to yourself.  
The bay still has dirty water and 
will most likely remain the same 
until the rainy season stops, not too 
far in the future.  Now on a six-hour 
trip you’ll boat on average four 
good sized Dorado, possibly a few 
larger Bonita and there are some 
Jack Crevalle as well. 

With the high levels of rain with 
trash lines we expect the season to 
continually improve day by day. 
We’re moving into fishing high 
season and we’ve got our yearly 
tournament in Marina Vallarta 
on Nov. 9th to 13th.  But until then 
the bite is still early, before 09:00; 
remember, some large logs or 
stumps are in the bay so make sure 
you leave late enough to see them.  
Also dead bait is a secret when 
you’re having trouble with too 
much bait.  Lures work also but use 
Dorado colored lures.  

Thanks for your support and 
like always, until next week, don’t 
forget to kiss your fish!
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Emergency
The Historical Naval Museum (right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) 

may be open.  $45. Pesos.  
Voladores de Papantla usually perform @ 6 p.m. 
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.

Solution to crossword page 18 Solution to sudoku page 18

CMQ Premiere
Hospiten
Hospital Joya
SanMare
Medasist
C.M.Q.
I.M.S.S.
Regional

322.226.6500
322.226.2081
322.226.1010
322.252.1711
322.223.0444
322.223.0878
322.224.3838
322.224.4000

322.222.0923

322.222.1533

322.209.0622

322.224.8484

322.178.8999 / Emergency: 911

322.178.8800 / 
Emergency: 322.222.1527

322.224.7643

322.293.0099

322.225.0018

322.209.1123

322.223.1516
322.223.2500

322.222.1762

322.223.2500 EXT. 230 / 232

322.293.0098 /

322.225.0000 /

24 HOURS:

AEROTRON

AIR CANADA
AIR TRANSAM
ALASKA
AMERICAN
DELTA
FRONTIER

UNITED

AEROMEXICO

SOUTHWEST
AIR TRANSAT

VOLARIS

SUN COUNTRY

US AIRWAYS

322.226.8440

001 880.719.2827
001 880.900.1431
001 880.252.7522
001 880.904.6000
001 880.266.0046
001 880.432.1359

001 880.864.8331

880.021.4000

001 880.435.9792
001 882.733-9513

551.102.8000

001 880.924.6184

001 880.428.4322

- Monday to Friday - 
City Walking Tours 9 a.m. & 
12 noon – Meet 15 minutes 
early at the Tourism office 
at City Hall by the main 

square.  Social distancing, face 
masks, comfortable clothes 
& antibacterial gel required.  

Saturdays @ 9 a.m.

Wednesdays – 10 a.m. – Corazon 
de Niña – Humanitarian Tour 

+ Brunch. $500. Pesos. RSVP: 
fundacion@corazondenina.mx

Saturdays, 5 p.m. – 
English mass at Our Lady 

of Guadalupe Church
Sundays 10 a.m. bilingual mass

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. - 
Grace Vineyard Vallarta Church 

- in-person, at Porto Bello in 
Marina Vallarta.  

Non-denominational Service led 
by Pastor Mario Santillan

SPCA - To find your perfect 
companion animal rescued 

by the SPCA, please contact: 
spcapv@gmail.com

PLEASE leaf through this issue 
for events that do not appear 

here ...and 
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

For a comprehensive list of most 
-if not all- charity groups and 

non-profit organizations in and 
around PV, you may want to 

check out: ww.puertovallarta.
net/fast_facts/non-profit.php
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The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row, 
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box). 

Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits 
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain 
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.

It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might 
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline 
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.

Allan E. Parrish | Edited by: Will Shortz  |       New York Times

Solution on Page 17

Sudoku is a logic-based placement puzzle

Solution on Page 17
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