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If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never 
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at 
the maps on this page, you will note that PV  (as the locals call it) is on 
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - 
one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of 
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the 
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre 
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in 
the Pacific.  Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but 
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.  
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the 
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

You are here, finally! 
We wish you a warm

yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from your 
account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money at 
your hotel.  Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.

WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything 
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a 
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed 
version of all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned 
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa, 
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that 
the original “small town” flavor is maintained downtown, in 
the Old Town and on the South Side.

DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican vacation 
must inevitably lead to an encounter with Moctezuma’s 
revenge is just that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto 
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for 
human consumption. It is one of only two cities in Mexico that 
can boast of such accomplishment. True, the quality of the 
water tested at the purification plant varies greatly from what 
comes out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On 
the other hand, most large hotels have their own purification 
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you 
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled 
water just about anywhere.

EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often 
fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta. 
Many would like to bring it back with them, but believe that the 
laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to 
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for 
more info: 293-3690.

LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take 
one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. Before 
boarding, make sure you have a map and take note of the 
places you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten path. 
Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes you. And 
don’t worry - this is a safe place.

that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates 
per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by 
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown, 
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so 
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free 
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the 
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget 
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help 
you check it out or lodge a complaint.

Uber has also been available in PV for the past year or so.  
Download their app in your smartphone.

TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time, 
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the 
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La Cruz 
de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc.  North 
of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on 
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.

TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long 
distance calls from your hotel room. Some establishments 
charge as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!

CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from the U.S. and 
Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and 
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322, 
then the seven digit number of the person you’re calling. Omit 
the prefix if dialling a land line.

LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 15%-20% of the bill 
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids, 
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices 
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In 
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the 
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave, 
ask «La cuenta, por favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.

MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate 
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio), 
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners.  Better 

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION:  350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny 

days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and the 
rainy season extends from late June to early October.

FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety 
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer, 
raccoon, etc.

SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine 
National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where 
diving is allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of 
any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit of 
the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter. 
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected species, arrive to 
its shores to lay their eggs.

ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism, 
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture, 
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon, 
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.

CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in 
Mexico although Canadian and American dollars are widely 
accepted.

BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes. 
Current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and passengers 
must purchase a new ticket every time they board another 
bus. There are no “transfers”.

TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the 
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with 
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want 
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you 
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver 
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions 
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you 
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds 
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port 
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Dear Editor,

Hi Marcia [Blondin],

avineberg@yahoo.com
Your Comments

Read your article online in the PV Mirror 
today.  Excellent article.  My partner and I have 
been coming to PV for 14 winters now.  

Alas, this winter, we will have to pass on 
coming down.  Very, very sad but as we are in 
the most vulnerable age category (late 60s and 
mid 70s) that if ever we got COVID 19 (even 
though we could get insurance coverage) the 
odds of dying are higher.  Out of about 50 people 
we know who go to PV every winter, mostly 

Thank-you for posting these [issues online].
For someone who is dearly missing PV due to 

the pandemic, I enjoy keeping up with the latest.

Lillian

Canadians, only about 20 are going, either 
because they own property in PV or are under 
60.  When we read the numbers coming out of 
Mexico on World-o-Meter, almost 1 million 
reported cases and almost 100,000 deaths, it’s 
just too risky for many of us to go there.  

Even read that the ‘emergency button’ was 
pushed in PV so that restaurants and bars 
must close by 8.30.  And last week, a photo 
on Facebook taken Sunday November 1 at 
Mantamar resort where about 100 men were 
more or less on top of each other, no masks, no 
social distancing.  Amazing that the police did 
not close the place down.  

Things will definitely be quieter in PV this 
winter, fewer people and the economy will 
suffer.  But hopefully for only 1 winter.  But I 
get great joy in reading your and other articles 
in the PV Mirror, as well as restaurants we 
know and great shows returning. 

Thanks.

Gary in Ottawa, Canada.

Mondays - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. - 
Bucerías Monday Market at the Art Walk Plaza 
Thursdays - 6 to 10 p.m. - 
Marina Thursday Night Market along the Malecon of Marina Vallarta.
Fridays – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. - 
Sayulita Market near the entrance to the town on Revolución.
Saturdays* – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. – 
Three Hens and a Rooster Market – Local #3 Rio Cuale Island.
Saturdays - 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. – 
Olas Altas Farmers’ Market at Lazaro Cardenas Park
Saturdays - 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. – 
Lo de Marcos Market
Saturdays - 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. – 
Artisans’ Market in Nuevo Vallarta behind the OXXO by Villa Varadero
Sundays – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. - 
La Cruz Sunday Market along the Malecon of the La Cruz Marina

Market days around the Bay
Every year, local vendors and businesses gather to sell their goods at those markets… 
locally grown organic fruit and vegetables, homemade yogurt and cheeses, jams, local 
honey, soaps and lotions, fresh cut flowers, jewelry, shoes and clothes, art creations, etc.

* Not every Saturday this season.  
Check the Mirror’s Facebook page for weekly info: www.facebook.com/pvmirror/ 

Great fun, tons of samples and treats …and a great way to support the LOCAL economy.
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Sheryl Novak

Welcome, Home!

(S
ee

 lo
ca

tio
n 

nu
m

be
r o

n 
Ce

nt
ra

l M
ap

)

19

As the old joke goes, if it isn’t, 
marry a new one!  Ba dum tiss (that 
was a cymbal, by the way.)

A dishwasher, as in the appliance, 
is one of life’s little luxuries.  Once 
you have had one, is there ever 
going back?  Especially after a big 
meal or when you have guests over.

This appliance has been around in 
some way, shape or form for about 
170 years.  Joel Houghton registered 
a mechanical device in 1850 in the 
US made from wood.  With a crank 
of the handle, water would spray on 
to dirty dishes.  Did it work well?  
Nope.  In 1886, a woman named 
Josephine Cochrane, who wanted 
to protect her china from breaking 

Dishwasher not working?
while being washed, got together 
with her mechanic and developed 
a better model.  This version 
debuted at the 1893 World Fair.  It 
may surprise you that the name of 
this invention that was released 
to the world was “Lavadora”.  (It 
was changed shortly after that to 
“Lavaplatos” due to copyright 
infringement).

Many are familiar with the 
appliance manufacturer, Miele.  
Miele was the first to invent and 
manufacture dishwashers with 
electric motors in 1929.

At about the same time, the design 
of the dishwasher also changed.  
The first dishwasher to include front 

door loading, wire racks and the 
rotating sprayer was invented in 
1924 by William Livens.

By 1940, dishwashers started 
coming with built-in drying 
elements.  The building of new 
homes with running water and 
indoor plumbing made it possible to 
consider including this new-fangled 
appliance. Granted, it was primarily 
within reach for the affluent.

Between the 1950s and 1970s, 
demand for dishwashers continued 
to grow.  Once wall-to-wall 
countertop and standard height 
cabinets became ubiquitous, 
dishwashers became familiar and 
expected in homes.  By 2012, over 
75 percent of households in the US 
had dishwashers.

Most dishwashers in North 
America are a standard size. (24 in/61 
cm wide by 24 in/61 cm deep and 35 
in/89 cm high.)  If space does not 
allow, dishwashers are also available 
that are portable and smaller.

The dishwashers in North 
America feature an inside housing 
unit that is either plastic or stainless 
steel.  The racks inside where you 
place your dishes are plastic.  One 
of the benefits of a stainless-steel 
housing unit is that it resists hard 
water and can dry dishes quicker 
than plastic.

Some dishwashers come with 
hard food disposal units that mean 
you do not have to pre-rinse your 
dishes.

New dishwashers on the market 
today offer wash cycles that are 

controlled by microprocessors 
and sensors.  These components 
allow the wash duration to adjust 
to the number of dirty dishes and 
the amount of dirt.  These features 
result in water and energy savings.  
Another recent enhancement is a 
safety lock.  This is something to 
consider if you plan to rent your 
condo or casa when you are not 
using it yourself.  A child lock on 
the dishwasher prevents accidental 
starting or stopping, and more 
importantly, from opening the door 
mid-way through a wash cycle of 
hot water and strong detergents.

Did you know that you can also 
use a dishwasher for cooking foods?  
I have not tried this, but some say 
that if you seal food in a canning 
jar or oven bag and run it in your 
dishwasher, you can make dinner!

When surveyed, dishwasher 
owners say they use their appliance 
for more than just cleaning their 
dishes.  Dishwashers have cleaned 
sneakers, hairbrushes, toothbrushes, 
flip- flops, pet bowls, and garden 
tools.

None of these items are 
recommended by manufacturers 
and sure to void any warranty.  
Quite the appliance!

Do you need appliances for your 
home in Puerto Vallarta?  

Contact me at:
sa.novak@solutionsmexico.com

to buy right the first time!  And, 
make sure to join our FB Group: 
Mexico Furniture and Décor for 
great ideas, tips and inspiration!
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Divine dining?  
Yes!

at DiVino
Dante!

In the last year, we doubled the size of the restaurant which
overlooks the Galleria Dante garden.  This allows us the space
to social distance our tables as we adjust to our new normal.
We are happy to announce that with our change in hours of

operation, we have added some new brunch and lunch items.
Enjoy a welcome drink on the house with your meal.  

We have complied with all necessary sanitary requirements
and are excited to see our patrons again. 

Di Vino Dante is open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday
to Saturday.  Closed Sundays.

On the 2nd floor at 269 Basilio Badillo in the Romantic Zone
on the south side of town.  Phone: 322 223-3734   
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O B I T U A R Y
The following written by the Board of 

PEACE, the charity responsible for literally 
hundreds of spay and neuter clinics in Vallarta 
and environs:

It is with sadness that we announce that our 
founder Gretchen DeWitt passed unexpectedly 
on Wednesday, November 11th.  As one of our 
board members said, “We’ve lost one of the 
kindest, most caring and overall wonderful 
people on the planet.”

A full-time resident of Puerto Vallarta, 
Gretchen formerly owned a San Francisco 
public relations/special events business for 
25 years and was active in fundraising for a 
number of charities.  She is a founding member 
of the board of directors of Planetree, a national 
health care resource.

After moving to Puerto Vallarta in 2006, 
Gretchen co-founded the SPCA-PV and served 
as its first president.  In 2009, she joined the 
board of directors of PeaceMexico for a three-
year term, focusing her fundraising efforts 
primarily on “Ayuda a los Animales”, the free 
spay/neuter clinics.  In June 2013, Gretchen 
and Amy Welch, PEACE USA treasurer, 
founded PEACEAnimals.

Founder of PEACEAnimals
Co-founder of SPCA PV

Gretchen DeWitt

Gretchen and her husband, 
Ned, resided in downtown Puerto 
Vallarta, and between them have 
four children, ten grandchildren, two 
dogs and six cats, all rescues except 
for the children and grandchildren.

A full-time resident of Puerto 
Vallarta, Gretchen formerly owned 
a San Francisco public relations/
special events business for 25 years 
and was active in fundraising for 
a number of charities.  She was a 
founding member of the board of 
directors of Planetree, a national 
health care resource.

After moving to Puerto Vallarta in 2007, 
Gretchen co-founded the SPCA-PV and served as 
its first president.  

In 2009, she joined the board of directors of 
PeaceMexico for a three-year term, focusing 
her fundraising efforts primarily on “Ayuda a 
los Animales”, the free spay/neuter clinics.

In June 2013, Gretchen and Amy Welch, 
former PEACE USA treasurer, founded 
PEACEAnimals, an organization that 
operates 42-44 free spay/neuter clinic weeks 

annually, visiting 
thirty plus towns and 
neighborhoods, primarily 
in Puerto Vallarta and the 
surrounding areas.  In 
2019, PEACEAnimals 
sterilized 5,892 cats 
and dogs free of charge. 
Peace Animals is making 
a huge impact in reducing 
the number of unwanted 
pets on the streets in the 
greater Puerto Vallarta 
area and Nayarit.

The Puerto Vallarta 
rescue world lost a pillar.

Our sincerest condolences to her family, 
Gretchen will be missed by so many.
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Marcia Blondin
marciavallarta@gmail.com

From Here
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My sister Patrice and I kicked 
off her second week of vacations 
with breakfast on one end of Los 
Muertos beach and dinner at Coco 
Tropical on the other.  Owner 
Heinz spoiled me with a delicious 
birthday chocolate mousse.

We caught up with Barry Kessler 
of the Puerto Vallarta Travel 
Show podcast and John Russell of 
Facebook group Vallarta Advisor 
just finishing up interviews on 
Kelly’s Pour Favour rooftop.  
From there, we walked up Lazaro 
Cardenas to Tony’s Please for 

Six more days and counting.
great filet mignons.  Midweek we 
stopped by to check on Jovany 
Jara’s new resto Plato Grande on 
the corner of Venustiano Carranza 
and Constitucion.  The place is 
looking more and more together 
and should be open by the end 
of November.  The inside will be 
cozy and definitely very hip.  I will 
let you know of Grand Opening 
plans.  Because Jovany couldn’t 
feed us, we walked another block 
for pizza at Los Muertos Brewing.  
The best pizza crust anywhere.

Saturday was a musical feast!  

We started at El Rio Barbeque 
Bar, ate like queens and relaxed 
in owner Kurt Sinner’s gorgeous 
surroundings.  

Giant trees, a towering canyon 
wall that bounced La Trez Cuartoz 
tunes all over the crystal-clear 
river.  It is an oasis, to be sure, 
and one of my favorite places in 
Vallarta. 

The food is always flawless 
and the smell of the enormous 
smokers curing massive amounts 
of ribs floated over us on occasion 
and kept us smiling.  At El Rio, 
Thanksgiving Day will feature 
smoked turkey and Bad Habits 
blues band with Steven Tenney 
on loan from Tequila Rush for the 
event on November 26, starting 
at 3 p.m.  From there, we bussed 
out of Paso Ancho and got off in 
front of Que?Pasa for Patrice’s 
last chance to hear Tequila Rush 
and eat an entire head of lettuce 
masquerading as a “Wedge 
Salad”.  The salad could feed a 
family of four!  The band played 
some Freddie Mercury, especially 
for Patrice, as their encore.  We 
waddled out of Que?Pasa happy, 
happy.

Sunday was spent at the Vallarta 
Botanical Garden for food, views, 
hummingbirds, orchids, Hector 
the violinist, Bob Price founder 
and curator, and vistas soothed 
and excited our senses at the same 
time.  We are so extraordinarily 
lucky to be in Vallarta surrounded 
by such glory.

I have to assure everyone reading 
that every single place Patrice 
and I went, proper protocol was 
in action everywhere.  There was 
not one waiter / waitress / busboy 
/ bartender without masks.  Gel 
was abundant.  Distance between 
tables was sufficient.  Respect the 
RULES, people, come out and 
eat and drink.  Keep everyone at 
arm’s length if that makes you 
comfortable.  Nobody will fault 
you.

I began this week happy not to 
start my column with an obituary.  
So, I am ending this one with 
three.  

I learned of Greg Garner’s 
passing from Kurt at El Rio; then 
Barry Kessler told me of the 
memorial video made by Tammy 
Prust of Nacho Daddy.  

It doesn’t seem right that 
someone you cared about could 
leave your life even though a 
few years had passed since we 
had sat and chatted, and I didn’t 
realize he had died.  With all our 
communication availabilities, 
how could I not have known?  
Wherever you are, Gregorio, 
know you made an impact on my 
life.

Skip Everett, who I have been 
mentioning in my columns for 
years, passed away in California, 
October 15.  Skip took it upon 
himself to help Rodolfo, Vallarta’s 
roving blind tenor, get steady work 
singing in restaurants like Coco 
Tropical, Barrio Bistro and Meños 
Place, to support himself and his 
wife, Julia.  Skip started Friends 
of Rodofo, like-minded folks who 
helped in various ways where we 
could.  Wherever you are, Skip, 
know you made an impact on my 
life.

Lastly, Gretchen DeWitt, 
founder of PEACE Animals in 
Vallarta, died unexpectedly at 
her home on November 11.  She 
and her organization spayed and 
neutered thousands of cats and 
dogs.  I don’t think she could walk 
or drive down a street without 
her eyes automatically finding a 
stray animal.  Wherever you are, 
Gretchen, know you made an 
impact on my life.

Please don’t wait to tell people 
that they are important to you.  So, 
on that note: to all you readers, 
know you are making an impact 
in my life, From Here.
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Leza Warkentin
www.mommyinmexico.wordpress.com

Paradise and Parenting

Uncool Mom
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If you have teenagers, you will be able to relate to the challenges 
that I face every day.  For one thing, teenagers make it a point to not 
want to do things that you enjoy doing, like waking up early in the 
morning for example.  They roll their eyes at things that they used to 
get excited about, like going to the beach as a family or watching a 
movie that you think is funny.

That last one, watching a movie that you think is funny, actually 
leads me to a different point: everything you think is funny is 
absolutely the least funny thing that’s ever existed.  This is a big 
problem for me personally because I have always considered myself 
to be a humorous person.  Yesterday we were in the car with my son’s 
best friend, and everyone was laughing and joking around about 
aspects of pop culture that I know nothing about.

The movie they talked about was called “your name” (capitals 
are firmly rejected in the title for obscure but probably very artistic 
reasons), but they couldn’t remember the name of one of the 
characters.  Clearly, this was my time to shine, so I pointed out the 
irony of the movie titled “your name” and yet no one in the car could 
remember the character’s name.  Then I had a good laugh.  All alone.  
It was an echo chamber where my laugh reverberated loudly around 
the silent teens.  My son then helpfully pointed out that it wasn’t 
funny, sighing as a way to add punctuation to his statement.

Yes, I think that was exactly the story that illustrates life with 
teenagers: you think you have a personality strength, and they will 
go out of their way to point out that you have a long way to go.

Early on in my career as a mom of teens, I rejected the role of “cool 
mom”.  I decided that wasn’t going to be where I made my stand.  
As you can see by my story, it was a sound decision.  Cool moms 
are into the latest pop culture.  Cool moms keep up with the latest 
trends.  Cool moms don’t know where their kids are, but they aren’t 
concerned.  Cool moms know their kids have to try things out for 
themselves and that they took risks when they were teenagers.

I’m so uncool that it hurts a little.  Just when I think I know what 
the trends are, my daughter comes out of her room with thumbless 
gloves and eyeliner on her cheekbones.  My son starts listening to 
bands whose songs have exactly one sentence each (perhaps if we 
listen to the whole album we might have a whole paragraph to sort 
through).  Neither one of them listens to bands that more than twenty-
five people have heard of, because that is so mainstream.

I am from the eighties, where eyeliner was as electric blue as the 
mascara we caked on.  We listened to hair bands that were popular 
and unconcerned with climate change.  They sang songs with lyrics 
that were not particularly uplifting or meaningful.  But there sure 
were lots of them.  And they mostly even rhymed.

And I have to know where my kids are.  

I do.  I don’t need to always be there with them, and I 
am fine with dropping them off and picking them up later 
if they are with people I know.  If I didn’t know where 
they were, I would be concerned.  Yes, I took risks as a 
teenager, and there are more than one that I wish I hadn’t.

I am not funny to them, and I do a lot of really annoying 
things that I never realized were annoying, such as 
saying good morning or looking into their rooms when 
their doors are open.

So no.  I’m not the cool mom, and I decided that trying 
to be was not where I wanted to place my energy.  I work hard at 
being a mom who listens, who remembers the name of their favorite 
rapper who says “what’s the point” over and over for an entire three-
and-a-half-minute song.  I try to be the mom who asks about that 
friend whose parents just got divorced.  I try to be the mom who 
laughs off her own awkwardness so maybe they’ll laugh theirs off 
too (I do a lot of laughing).

And you know what?  I’ve got some pretty great kids.  They are 
known to be respectful and kind, people who listen to others and try 
their best.  They are responsible and don’t forget to check in with me.  
They sit and watch TV with me or come along when I want to go for 
my favorite ice cream.

My teens are not perfect people, just as I’m not (believe me).  But 
I have a hope that my grandkids will have parents that are just as 
uncool as I am now.  And then maybe I can loosen up enough to be 
the cool granny.



8

Jennifer Mann
jenniferwriter@gmail.com
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Mexican president, Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador (AMLO), 
took office on December 1, 2018, 
exactly one week before I arrived 
in Puerto Vallarta to make my new 
home.

I was so hopeful for him.  I 
had left the U.S. in part because 
of the political situation (there 
were other important drivers as 
well) and was excited to live in 
a country where an immensely 
popular presidential candidate 
stood on the pedestal of fighting 
corruption and being a president 
of the people.

Yet, during my first year here, 
finding my footing and finding 
my way, I didn’t pay a lot of 
attention to Mexican politics.  I 
knew of the president, of course, 
and knew that on October 31 
of 2018, the Supreme Court 
of Mexico declared the law 
prohibiting the use of cannabis 
to be unconstitutional.  I read 
bios on the governors of Jalisco 
and Nayarit, and of course, the 

AMLO, are you listening?

municipal president, or mayor, of 
Puerto Vallarta, Arturo Dávalos. 

I also studied maps of Mexico 
and wondered, in part, why there 
were virtually no straight borders 
between the 32 states of Mexico, 
but that’s a mystery to be solved 
for another day. 

Meanwhile, AMLO, as he is 
popularly known, was walking a 
tightrope when dealing with the 
U.S. president.  After all, when the 
POTUS announced his candidacy 
in June 2015, gliding down the 
gold spray-painted escalator, 
surrounded by people paid $50 a 
person to clap for him like trained 
seals, practically the first words 
out of his sphincter-shaped mouth 
were, “When Mexico sends its 
people, they’re not sending their 
best... They’re bringing drugs.  
They’re bringing crime.  They’re 
rapists.  And some, I assume, are 
good people.”

Everyone knows that deporting 
human beings and ripping 
families apart is one of the soon-

to-be-former president’s favorite 
pastimes, which makes his family 
history one that drips, oozes and 
exudes hypocrisy.

It turns out his German-born 
grandfather, Frederich Drumpf 
(the name was changed later), left 
Germany in 1885 at the age of 
16, coming to America to escape 
poverty and mandatory military 
service.  Gee, that sounds familiar.  
Eventually, he made his way to 
Canada, where he made a small 
fortune in real estate and brothels.  
Then in 1901, at his wife’s urging, 
returned to Germany.  However, 
in February 1905, a German royal 
decree was issued ordering Trump 
to leave within eight weeks due 
to having illegally snuck out 
of Germany to evade military 
service. 

And so the Trumps slinked back 
to America, where Trump’s wife, 
three months pregnant with a son, 
the defeated president’s father, 
was born in New York City to 
German parents, making his father 
that odious term he loves to call 
others, a so-called “anchor baby”. 

You can’t make this stuff up.
But the good news is he’s on 

his way out, and my hope and 
prayer are that AMLO, who 
somewhat understandably tried 
to appease and kowtow to the 
POTUS, including taking his lead 
on Covid-19, declaring it fake and 

making a big show of hugging 
Mexicans and kissing babies, will 
now change his tune.

The hope is that AMLO will 
warm to the president-elect, Joe 
Biden - a man imminently easy to 
warm to - and most importantly, 
follow his lead in attacking 
Covid-19 with scientific, verifiable 
data. 

While slices of normalcy have 
slowly returned to our lives, 
Covid-19 still hovers over all 
mankind, including here in 
Vallarta.  We can live with this in 
our lives if we attack the issues 
with facts, data and a desire by 
all to mitigate the virus and its 
control over our lives. 

I only occasionally check-in on 
Facebook and local pages to see 
what’s going on, and every time 
there is a variation on a ubiquitous 
post that goes something like this, 
“If you’re scared of the virus, stay 
in your homes.  The rest of us are 
going to live our lives…”

Here’s my answer to you and to 
AMLO - we could ALL get back 
to more normalcy if EVERYONE 
would do their part - and yes, 
that means wear a mask, wash 
your hands and social distance. 
If YOU’D do that, we could ALL 
get back to more normalcy. Is that 
really so much to ask? Time will 
tell...
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Lawmakers are expected to legalize the recreational use of marijuana by 
the middle of December but the government institute that will regulate the 
use and sale of the plant won’t be up and running until 2022.

Miguel Ángel Navarro, a ruling party senator and president of the upper 
house’s health committee, said the Mexican Institute for the Regulation 
and Control of Cannabis (Imerecca) will begin operations in January 2022.

Until then, an inter-institutional committee will regulate its use and 
sale, he said. His remarks came after the Senate’s justice, health and 
legislative studies committees approved a bill Friday to legalize the sale 
and recreational use of marijuana. The bill will now be considered and 
voted on by all senators, perhaps as soon as Wednesday. If approved, it will 
be sent to the Chamber of Deputies for its consideration. 

The Supreme Court, which ruled last year that laws forbidding the use 
of marijuana were unconstitutional, has given lawmakers until December 
15 to approve legalization legislation. The bill approved by the Senate 
committees replaces a draft proposal they passed in March.

It stipulates that people will no longer require a permit to possess up to 
28 grams of marijuana for their own personal use and sets out a range of 
other rules to govern the possession and use of recreational marijuana.

Among them: people will be allowed to grow up to four marijuana 
plants at their home for personal use; fines can be imposed on people in 
possession of more than 28 grams but fewer than 200 grams of cannabis 
(more serious charges will apply for possession above 200 grams); people 
will only be allowed to smoke in their own homes or in the premises 
of marijuana “associations;” and smoking will be prohibited in front of 
children, adolescents and adults who have not consented to the use of 
marijuana in their presence.

The bill also prohibits the participation of children and adolescents in 
activities related to the planting, growing and harvesting of marijuana 
plants and bans them from selling and using the plant. Anyone caught 
involving minors in their cannabis-related activities will face hefty fines.

In addition, the bill – which if passed will be called the Federal Law 
for the Regulation of Cannabis – stipulates that the Health Ministry will 
oversee Imerecca rather than the Interior Ministry as previously proposed.

The proposed law does not set out rules for the medicinal use of marijuana 
or the industrial use of hemp.

Navarro said that more work needs to be done with regard to planning 
the structure of Imerecca and determining how it will be funded.

Ricardo Monreal, leader of the ruling Morena party in the Senate, said last 
month that he expected a law approving the recreational use of marijuana 
to be approved before the end of November. He said Morena, which leads a 
coalition with a majority in both houses of Congress, was unlikely to have 
problems passing the law. The conservative National Action Party (PAN) 
is leading the opposition to legalization although Morena Senator Lucy 
Meza also expressed reservations last week. PAN Senator Damián Zepeda 
accused the government of succumbing to “political fashion” and urged 
that the issue be put to a referendum.

Senator Miguel Ángel Mancera, a former Mexico City mayor who is 
now the leader of the Democratic Revolution Party in the upper house, is 
one opposition party lawmaker who does support legalization.

He said it will help remove the taboo associated with marijuana use, and 
asserted that the public needs to understand that the cannabis plant is not 
representative of drug trafficking and associated problems.

More than a third of formal sector 
jobs lost due to the coronavirus 
pandemic and associated economic 
restrictions were recovered between 
August and October, Mexican 
Social Security Institute (IMSS) 
data shows.

In the last three months, 406,881 
formal sector jobs were added, a 
figure that accounts for 36.4% of 
the more than 1 million tax-paying 
positions that were lost between 
March and July.

Almost half of the jobs recovery 
occurred in October. IMSS reported 
Thursday that a record 200,641 
formal sector jobs were added last 
month. It is the highest monthly 
total since IMSS began keeping 
employment growth records in 
1997. The strong job growth comes 
after more than 92,000 positions 
were added in August and almost 
114,000 were created in September.

Job growth in the energy, 
agricultural and social services 
sectors was higher than in October 
2019 but the services, construction 
and mining industries all added 
fewer positions last month than a 
year earlier.

Baja California, Tabasco 
and Chihuahua, with annual 
employment growth of 2.8%, 2.7% 
and 0.2%, respectively, are the 
only states that had more people 
employed in the formal sector last 
month than October 2019.

400,000 jobs recovered since August 
represent 36% of total lost to pandemic

Quintana Roo, Baja California 
Sur and Puebla recorded the worst 
annual employment contractions, 
with the number of people in formal 
sector jobs falling by 23.6%, 9.7% 
and 7.4%, respectively.

The jobs data for October 
provides more evidence that the 
Mexican economy is beginning to 
rebound from a sharp, pandemic-
induced downturn.

The national statistics institute 
Inegi published preliminary 
statistics at the end of October that 
showed that GDP increased 12% 
in the third quarter compared to 
the previous three-month period. 
However, economic activity was 
still well below that of the third 
quarter of 2019.

The economy contracted sharply 
in the second quarter of the year, 
which included two full months – 
April and May – during which the 
government ordered the suspension 
of nonessential economic activities 
as part of efforts to slow the spread 
of the coronavirus.

Some states, such as Chihuahua 
and Jalisco, have recently 
introduced tighter restrictions due to 
worsening coronavirus outbreaks.

As of Thursday, Mexico had 
officially recorded 991,835 
coronavirus cases and 97,056 
Covid-19 deaths.

(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, 
El Universal, Milenio, El Financiero)

Senate expected to vote this week 
on marijuana legalization bill
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A new 100-peso banknote, the 
third in a new family of bills, was 
placed in circulation Thursday by 
the central bank.

Featuring the likeness of 17th 
century feminist poet and nun 
Sister Juana Inés de la Cruz 
on one side and an image of 
monarch butterflies in a pine, oak 
and fir forest on the other, the 
predominantly red-colored note 
is made of polymer rather than 
paper.

“It has a vertical format and 
unique security elements,” Bank 
of México Governor Alejandro 
Díaz de León told a press 
conference.

Among them: embossing 
perceptible by touch on the Sor 
(Sister) Juana side, a transparent 
window similar to those on 
the existing 20-peso and 50-
peso banknotes, a multicolor 
denomination and fluorescent ink.

Presenting the new note, Díaz 
described Sor Juana as an “erudite 
and combative writer who fought 
to overcome the obstacles that 
limited women’s access to 
culture.”

She became “one of the most 
important protagonists of Spanish-
American literature in the 17th 
century,” he said.

While speaking about the 
reverse side of the note, Díaz said 
that forests cover 16% of Mexico’s 
territory and play an important 

Bank of México puts new 100-peso 
banknote into circulation

role in supporting Mexico’s 
biodiversity. The monarch 
butterflies featured on the note 
migrate to forests in México state 
and Michoacán from Canada and 
the United States every year.

The new 100-peso note replaces 
a paper bill featuring the likeness 
of Nezahualcóyotl, a ruler of 
the city-state of Texcoco in the 
15th century. That note remains 
legal tender but will be gradually 
withdrawn from circulation.

The release of the new 
banknote comes two years after 
a new 500-peso bill featuring 
images of former president 
Benito Juárez and a gray whale 
entered circulation and one year 
after a new 200-peso note was 
introduced.

The face of Sor Juana appeared 
on the old 200-peso note but was 
removed in favor of independence 
heroes Miguel Hidalgo and José 
Morelos on the new one. The 
other side of the new 200-peso 
bill features an eagle flying over 
the Sonoran desert.

The fourth and fifth members 
of the new family of notes will be 
1,000-peso and 50-peso bills.

The new 1,000-peso note will 
feature the 33rd president of 
Mexico, Francisco I. Madero, 
Revolution-era feminist Hermila 
Galindo and revolutionary 
Carmen Serdán. A jaguar will 
stalk its reverse side next to an 
image of the ancient Mayan city 
of Calakmul.

The axolotl, a species of 
salamander endemic to Mexico 
City’s Lake Xochimilco, will be 
featured on one side of the new 50-
peso bill, while gracing the other 
will be an image commemorating 
the founding of Tenochtitlán, the 
capital of the Aztec empire at the 
time of the Spanish conquest.

(Source: El Financiero)

An ambitious scheme to make 
the Mexican region of Jalisco the 
production capital of Latin America, 
a Jallywood so to speak, has launched 
with the introduction of a new state 
film law.

“We want to send a clear message 
that with or without federal help 
or despite the federal government, 
we pledge to direct more resources 
towards the state’s audiovisual 
industry,” declared Jalisco governor 
Enrique Alfaro at a press conference 
in late October.  Alfaro lamented the 
government’s severe cuts to federal 
funds supporting a range of industries, 
including Mexico’s audiovisual 
sector.  “If there was corruption, then 
clean it up, penalize, but don’t sweep 
it all away,” he asserted.

Among the law’s myriad objectives 
is the introduction of financial and 
fiscal incentives to foster investment 
in audiovisual projects in Jalisco.

According to Jalisco film 
commissioner Rodolfo Guzman, the 
region aims to push Congress to revisit 
a shelved plan to introduce federal tax 
incentives next year.  “Ideally, we 
want all of Mexico’s states to benefit 
from nationwide film incentives,” he 
said.

Given the current austerity measures 
of President Andres Manuel Lopez 
Obrador’s government, they face an 
uphill battle. Meanwhile, Jalisco will 
be exploring the introduction of state 
fiscal incentives in case Mexico City 
does not.

“The key is to get a tax rebate, 
ultimately, in order to really establish 
a film industry for the long haul,” 
said L.A.-based producer Steven P. 
Wegner (“Blade Runner 2049”, “The 
Blind Side”) who is developing some 
bilingual projects to be shot in Jalisco.

Wegner is part of an advisory 
committee aimed at fine tuning the 
draft law.  Other objectives of the 
film law, encompassed by the new 
Filma en Jalisco brand, include 
regulating the planning, development 
and promotion of all audiovisual 
projects, establishing film archives, 

Mexico’s Jalisco region launching 
‘Jallywood’ plans

streamlining red tape and improving 
coordination among federal, state 
and municipal authorities with social 
and business organizations, academic 
institutions and research centers.

The region has become an important 
hub for technology firms, as well as 
film, video games, VFX, television 
and animation, Guzman pointed out.  
Guadalajara is where its most famous 
son, Guillermo del Toro, has set up 
a stop-motion animation studio, El 
Taller de Chucho, in association with 
the University of Guadalajara.

As part of its support for Jalisco 
talent, the Jalisco Film Commission 
has introduced an inaugural call for 
local scripts, to which four screenplays 
were selected and awarded $100,000 
pesos ($4,792.) each.  The winners of 
this new initiative will be announced 
at the Guadalajara Int’l Film Festival’s 
annual Los Angeles event, FICG in 
LA, in December.

Alfaro pointed out that since the 
Film Commission was launched in 
2014, the number of projects filmed in 
the region grew from six projects that 
year to 110 productions, generating 
revenue of some 100 million pesos 
($4.79 million) in 2019.

“What differentiates us from other 
film commissions is that we enter 
as co-producers in some projects, 
investing up to a maximum of 
$250,000 in each,” said Guzman 
who lists some 33 projects they 
have backed since 2014, including 
Carlos Saura’s “El Rey de Todo el 
Mundo” and Brazil’s “El Peluquero 
Romantico.”

Principal photography of Apple TV 
and Fremantle’s series “The Mosquito 
Coast,” starring Justin Theroux, 
began in October and will continue 
until December in Jalisco capital 
Guadalajara as well as the towns of 
Zapopan and Puerto Vallarta.  “It’s the 
biggest production to have ever shot 
here,” said Guzman, who’s hoping 
that the upcoming incentives will lure 
more film and TV productions to the 
state.

(Source: Variety.com)
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Stricter coronavirus restrictions 
will take effect in Mexico City 
on Monday while tighter rules in 
place in Jalisco for the past two 
weeks were eased last Friday.

Mexico City Mayor Claudia 
Sheinbaum said the capital 
will remain at the orange light 
“high” risk level on the federal 
government’s stoplight system next 
week but nevertheless announced 
some new restrictions due to a 
recent rise in hospitalizations of 
coronavirus patients.

Bars and cantinas that were 
allowed to reopen in August by 
tweaking their business model and 
operating as restaurants must close 
for two weeks starting Monday.

Gyms, museums, 10-pin 
bowling centers, cinemas, theaters 
and casinos, currently permitted 
to remain open at limited capacity 
until 10:00 p.m., will have to close 
at 7:00 p.m. as of Monday and at 
least until the end of the month.

All events that seek to gather 
large numbers of people including 
concerts and conferences remain 
banned as has been the case since 
late March. Professional sports 
are only permitted behind closed 
doors.

Sheinbaum said Thursday 
that the number of new patients 
hospitalized in Mexico City on a 
daily basis had increased from 20 
to 100 over the previous five days.

The capital has been Mexico’s 
coronavirus epicenter since the 
beginning of the pandemic, and 
has recorded far more confirmed 
cases and deaths than any of the 
other 31 states.

As of Thursday, Mexico City’s 
official case tally stood at 175,946 
and the Covid-19 death toll was 
15,997. The capital leads the 
country for active cases with 
12,948, according to federal 
Health Ministry estimates.

Covid-19: restrictions tightened in Mexico City, eased in Jalisco

• In Jalisco, authorities 
determined that stricter 
coronavirus restrictions that were 
introduced on October 30 had 
been effective and decided to ease 
them as of last Friday.

Shopping centers, department 
stores, markets and restaurants 
were given the green light to 
operate until 11:00 p.m. and the 
resumption of normal public 
transit services was authorized.

State government social 
development official Anna 
Bárbara Casillas said the extension 
of business operating hours – most 
establishments have been required 
to close at 7:00 p.m. for the past 
two weeks – will avoid crowding.

Places of worship are also 
allowed to hold services as of 
today albeit with a reduced 
capacity and town squares have 
reopened.

Jalisco Governor Enrique Alfaro 
said Thursday that the tighter 
restrictions implemented late 
last month “worked very well,” 
explaining that new case numbers 
declined and as a result active case 
numbers did too.

The state has recorded 102,165 
confirmed coronavirus cases, 
according to state government 
data, and 4,402 Covid-19 deaths. 
The former figure is almost 
three times higher than the 
number reported by the federal 

government because it includes 
results from rapid tests and private 
labs and clinics.

Jalisco currently has 2,070 
active cases, according to federal 
Health Ministry estimates.

• The Congress of Chihuahua – 
one of just two “maximum” risk 
red light states – approved a law 
on Thursday that makes the use of 
face masks mandatory.

The maximum fine for citizens 
not wearing a mask in public 
places is 434 pesos (US $21), 
while for people not using one in 
their workplace it’s 1,303 pesos 
(US $64). Mask scofflaws could 
face 12 hours’ jail time if they 
refuse to accept a fine.

Money raised from the fines 
will be used to purchase medical 
supplies.

Morena party lawmakers 
voted against the law, which was 
proposed by Governor Javier 
Corral, on the grounds that it could 
lead to human rights violations, 
arbitrary detentions and the 
excessive use of force.

Chihuahua has recorded 31,884 
confirmed coronavirus cases, 
according to state government 
data, and 2,588 Covid-19 deaths.

More than half of the cases 
were detected in the border city of 
Ciudad Juárez, which also leads 
the northern state for Covid-19 
deaths.

The Chihuahua health system 
has been under intense pressure 
in recent weeks as many hospitals 
fill up with coronavirus patients.

In an attempt to drive new 
case numbers down, the state 
government announced a curfew 
on nonessential commercial 
activities last week that will 
remain in place until at least 
November 19.

• Nationally, the official 
coronavirus case tally and 
Covid-19 death toll are 
approaching 1 million and 
100,000, respectively.

The former rose to 991,835 on 
Thursday with 5,658 new cases 
reported while the latter increased 
to 97,056 with 626 additional 
fatalities.
(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, 

Milenio, Informador)
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The precept that lawyers have the 
legal and moral obligation to act in 
their client’s best interest seems 
to apply in any legal system, and 
Mexico is no exception.  If you 
are buying a property in Puerto 
Vallarta and you hire a real estate 
attorney, this attorney should 
work just for you, without having 

Lic. Roberto Ortiz de Montellano Farias

Closing coordinator and real estate attorney: Is there a difference?

other interests in mind, such as the 
interests of real estate agents or the 
developer.  In Puerto Vallarta, it 
is a common practice for closings 
to be handled by what is called a 
Closing Coordinator (which would 
be the equivalent to a closing agent 
in the U.S. and Canada).  Most of 
the time this closing coordinator is 
also a Mexican-licensed attorney.  
However, in real estate transactions 
there are differences between what 
a Closing Coordinator does and 
what a Real Estate Attorney does. 

So how is the work of a Closing 
Coordinator different from the 
work of a Real Estate Attorney?

A Closing Coordinator is neutral, 
and therefore he doesn’t represent 
either buyer or seller.  The job 
of the Closing Coordinator is to 

put together all the paper work 
so that closing takes place on the 
date established in the offer.  The 
Closing Coordinator is chosen by 
the Real Estate Agent representing 
the buyer and therefore the 
Closing Coordinator considers 
this Agent as the client.  The 
Closing Coordinator gets paid by 
receiving a participation from the 
fees charged by the Notary Public 
granting the purchase deed. 

On the other hand, a Real Estate 
Attorney is chosen and hired 
specifically by either buyer or 
seller and therefore represents only 
the interests of the party who hired 
him, and this party will be his only 
client.  Among other things, a Real 
Estate Attorney will review any 
document for his client, do a title 
verification, search for leans, and 
negotiate the terms of contracts, 
always representing the interests of 
his client.  A Real Estate Attorney 
gets paid directly by the client by 
charging a specific fee. 

When in doubt about for whom 
a lawyer is working … just follow 
the money.

If a Closing Coordinator tells 
you that he or she will represent 
your interests without any charge 
or charging a commission to the 
Notary, then that representation is 
a severe conflict of interest.  Also, 
if you hire a lawyer specifically 
to represent you and handle your 

closing, ask the lawyer what is the 
amount corresponding to his/her 
legal fees from the closing costs 
estimate.  If the answer is again that 
they are charging no fees or that 
they are charging a commission to 
the Notary, this will also turn into 
a conflict of interest, so you should 
establish with this attorney what 
his/her legal fees will be and then 
sign a contract where the fees and 
duties of the attorney are clearly 
stated and this way you’ll have a 
better guarantee that this attorney 
will act in your best interest. 

There is a saying that goes: “He 
who pays the piper calls the tune”.  
This saying should apply to any 
real estate transaction in order to 
avoid a conflict of interest.  If you 
are planning to purchase property 
in Puerto Vallarta, you should keep 
that saying in mind and for sure 
you’ll be able to get proper legal 
representation.

Roberto Ortiz de Montellano 
is a Mexican-Licensed Attorney 
at Law with over twenty years of 
professional legal experience.  He 
started his own practice in Puerto 
Vallarta six years ago.  His areas 
of expertise focus mostly on Real 
Estate Law, Business Law, HOAs 
and Estate Planning.

He may be contacted at 
roberto@ortizdemontellano.com

 www.ortizdemontellano.com
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We invite anyone if they are in 
the area to pop in and check out 
our changes that have been made to 
ensure a safe yet still enjoyable live 
entertainment experience.

Two shows opening this week 
are “Queen Live” & “Rockstar” 
starring Roy Cruz Gomez and Effie 
Passero of American Idol Fame.  
Two intimate concerts in a Cabaret 
alongside some of the most talented 
rock musicians out of Guadalajara.  
Not to be missed.

I’m sure that many of you have 
been wondering about the future 
of Puerto Vallarta entertainment, 
given these uncertain times.  I am 
happy to report that all the venues 
(Nacho Daddy, The Palm, Act2 and 
Incanto) have plans to return with 
another season of stellar shows.  
Each has explored ways to make 
their theaters the safest possible for 
their audiences.

This article will focus on the 
return of entertainment at The Palm 
Cabaret and Bar.  Having already 
celebrated 20 years of incredible 
shows in the Zona Romanica, The 
Palm Cabaret is reopening with 
impressive safety measures and 
a line-up of some of your very 
favorite entertainers.

Rejoining The Palm Cabaret, 
after an absence of a few years in 
Ajijic, entertainment director Mark 
Rome is back at the helm.  Mark 
is loved by all who know him, and 
he brings an amazing breadth of 
experience to the venue.  Make sure 
to welcome Mark back when you 
see him at the shows!

The Palm has added a new 100% 
fresh air air-conditioning system, 
plus extra ventilation (no mini splits 
or recycled air).  

Safety First / Entertainment Always
The Palm is back!

Ahh, Miss Conception…  Kevin 
Levesque returns with ‘The 
Immaculate Miss Conception 2.0’, 
another stylish drag show that will 
dazzle you with costumes, music, 
humor and dance.  Always fun, Miss 
Conception has performed some 
of Vallarta’s most successful shows 
over the years, and this season she 
delivers a collage of characters along 
with incredible live singing.  A night 
with Miss Conception is always a 
campy musical treat!  

See her shows every Monday & 
Thursday night at 8 & 9:30 p.m.

On November 20th, Tonny Kenneth, 
brings his new Prince Tribute Show, 
‘Let’s Go Crazy’ to the venue.  You 
can enjoy Tonny’s show throughout 
the entire entertainment season.

Clear plexiglass dividers will 
separate groups (up to 4 people) 
with social distancing between 
each.  You will be seated a minimum 
3 meters from the stage.  The 
indoor service bar will be moved 
to ‘Backstage Bar’, which is the 
outdoor bar next door to The Palm.  
With outdoor space, and open air in 
the bar itself, it allows guests to sit 
after the shows and have a cocktail 
as well.  The previous service bar 
area is where performers got ready 
and now it’s just for them and more 
ventilation equipment.

Audience members will be 
required to follow all the normal 
safety precautions, that include 
masks to their seats, temperature 
checks, hand sanitizer and socially 
distancing.  The drink menu will 
be posted on the TV screens and 
you will order only once, with your 
second drink delivered to you at the 
halfway point in the show.  This 
provides less contact with the waiter 
to increase your safety.  The venue 
and the newly recovered seats will 
be cleaned and sterilized between 
shows each evening.  A special 

UV light system has been added to 
further sterilize in the down time. 

This season, shows will be an 
hour long which is a little shorter 
than normal.  This reduces your 
time indoors, which is another 
safety feature.  There will be shows 
at 6:30, 8, and 9:30 p.m. with no 
intermissions.  This will also avoid 
the temptation of crowd mingling.

Most performers will be crowd 
favorites who (this year) will be 
performing for the season.  In 
an effort to promote safety and 
responsibility, The Palm Cabaret 
believes it’s better to have the same 
entertainers instead of rotating 
new shows every few weeks.  This 
will also avoid any possible travel 
restrictions or last-minute airline 
changes or cancellations that could 
affect shows, while avoiding the 
problem of having to isolate / 
quarantine entertainers upon their 
arrival.  The Palm Cabaret wants 
to support their performers who 
have drawn crowds over the years, 
some of whom may actually live in 
Puerto Vallarta as well as those who 
are citizens or residents of Mexico.
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The Palm Cabaret and Bar is located at 508 Olas Altas in the Romantic Zone, tel: 322 222-0200.  Tickets can be purchased at the 
venue’s box office or online at www.thepalmcabaret.com  You can get up to date information on all the shows at their website.

Vallarta’s Queen of Song, the 
Legendary Kim Kuzma, debuts her 
new show, ‘Popstarz’ on December 
23rd.  Joining Kim again will be 
musicians Eduardo Leon, Roberto 
Falcon and Luis Rascon.  Kim and 
the band will perform the music of 
the most beloved Pop artists.  You’ll 
enjoy ‘Popstarz’ every Wednesday, 
featuring the songs of Pink, Dua 
Lipa, Lady Gaga, Lizzo, Madonna 
and more!

And Vallarta’s fabulous, zany, 
drag duo, The Dueling Drag Divas 
return to The Palm on December 
27th.  Nobody does it better than 
these 2 goofballs who keep the 
audience in stitches and adlib in 
a way like no other.  And can they 
ever sing!!!  I simply love these 2 
and look forward to what they have 
in store for us this season. 

Lady Zen returns over Christmas 
holiday on December 20, 22 and 24 
to thrill you with her soulful vocals 
and amazing stage presence.  One 
of the best voices ever to grace the 
Vallarta stage, you definitely want to 
put Lady Zen on your calendar.  

Drag legend, Varla Jean Merman, 
brings her new show, ‘Super 
Spreader’ to the venue in January.  
This show was very popular in 
Provincetown, MA over the summer.

February brings The BoyBand 
Project.  Four Broadway pros bring 
you the moves and the music. 

Tony award winning Levi Kreis 
will amaze audiences in March with 
his fantastic vocal talent. Throughout 
the winter and spring you can expect 
visits from the ever popular Christine 
Deaver and crowd favorites Joelle 
Rabu and Nico Rhodes.  Dates to 
still be arranged. 

On December 9th, Vallarta 
favorites Branden and James will 
debut their new show, ‘The Lady 
Gaga Songbook”.  With Branden’s 
new biography hitting the stores this 
month along with their continued 
international success at top venues, 
this is your opportunity to see a top 
musical act that is definitely headed 
for musical stardom. They will also 
feature a special Christmas show that 
is sure to be a hit over the holidays!

The amazingly talented 
Spencer Day & Effie Passero 
bring their new show, ‘Come 
Together’, on Tuesday nights, 
starting December 8th.

The Palm presents an encore 
of last season’s incredibly 
successful show, ‘Queen Live 
Forever: Freddy Mercury.’  
You won’t find a better Queen 
Tribute anywhere.  Absolutely 
a must see, debuting on 
Novembr 24th, every Friday & 
Saturday nights.

And don’t miss the debut 
on Monday, Nov. 23rd of 
Effie Passelo and Roy Cruz 
in “Rockstar”, along with 
some of the most talented rock 
musicians out of Guadalajara.  
These musical forces will 
astound you with their “Rock 
of Decades” show.

On Nov. 21st, Sutton Lee Seymour 
debuts his new show, ‘Auntie Social:  
The Life of the Zoom Party.’  Sutton 
Lee Seymour has been a big draw at 
The Palm with his fabulous musical 
theatrics.  Professionally trained 
in voice and theater, this drag star 
knows how to put on a show that 
audiences just love!  Tuesday and 
Friday nights through March.

November 22nd, Cheko Ruiz 
and the Big Band return to The 
Palm with a show every Sunday 
all season at 6:30 p.m.  These 
talented musicians are a ‘can’t 
miss’ throughout the season.
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Please check out the many reviews for our shows at Act2PV on TripAdvisor, GoogleMyBusiness.com and Facebook!  For more information, 
or to buy tickets, go to act2pv.com.  You can also get your tickets at our box office which is open daily from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm.

Hi Everybody,
I am on Cloud 9!  
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IS 

ALIVE AGAIN IN PUERTO 
VALLARTA!  Our opening night 
at Act2PV was sold-out and the 
audience loved it!  And the verdict 
is in… our brand-new, open-air 
Starlight Cabaret is a HIT!  We 
did finally get our permit for the 
awning that we were waiting for, 
and we were able to get everything 
done for our opening night show!  

Now, everyone has been telling 
me how wonderful it is to be able 
to enjoy entertainment again in a 
SAFE place and I am thrilled that 
we could pull it all together in 
time to make it happen!  Whew!

Speaking of “pulling it all 
together,” I would like to take a 
moment to thank my wonderful 
staff for all the hard work and 
dedication they put into getting 
everything done for our Covid 
certifications, as well as our grand 
opening!   Oscar Adrian Cisneros, 
Alfonso López and I thank our 
team of Alex Camacho Ahumada, 
Joss Olmos, Madai Garcia, Kato 
Espinosa, Cesar Aboytez, Jorge 
Enriquez Martine, Christian 
Cisneros, Amir Ramirez, Efrain 
Arellano, Sébastien Lepage, Lalas 

A Note from Act2PV Founding Partner, 
Danny Mininni

Heiquez, Fabiola Noemi Lopez, 
Javier Pilar, Omar Lucian Fernanda, 
Alex, Junior Aka Lupido, Oscar G. 
Yañez, Orient Umbridge, Monica 
Elizabeth Franco Becerra, and 
Marsha Ward Ross.  I don’t know 
what I have done to deserve such 
loyal, hardworking loving staff 
members, and that’s not even 
mentioning all the hardworking 
performers!  

Since we are a unique business, 
the rules for Covid protocol had 
to be extreme. But, as a result of 
all their hard work, The City was 
super-impressed with all we have 
done to make sure that Act2PV 
safe for its patrons! They could 
not believe all the extras that we 
implemented! This is a huge win 
for us and I thank all of you from 
the bottom of my heart! 

I would also like to thank our 
hardworking seamstress, Diana 
Temis, for creating the beautiful 
costumes for our Reflections show, 
and our hot, new choreographer, 
Edgar Roman, for all his hard 
work on the show too!

Everyone tells me that they 
loved my Eggplant Lasagna (and 
Marsha’s cookies) at the grand 
opening!  And the “Reflections” 
show was a huge hit!!  Daniela, 
Brenda and Faride, you were 
dynamite!

Your audience loved you and so 
did I!  It was such a treat to see 
so many old friends and meet 
new ones on that special night!  I 
really hope that you will join us at 
some of our other new shows this 
week!  This is definitely a season 
to remember.  We are so thankful 
for your support and look forward 
to welcoming you soon!

(Virtual) Hugs,
Danny Mininni

Wow!  What a week it has 
been at Act2PV, opening many 
wonderful shows, as well as 
celebrating the grand opening of 
the beautiful, open-air Starlight 
Cabaret!  Act2PV, “THE BEST 
PERFORMING ARTS VENUE 
IN BANDERAS BAY” is also 
rated as #4 of the “BEST PLACES 
IN PUERTO VALLARTA by 
TripAdvisor.   Our beautiful 5-star 
venue truly brings you THE BEST 
OF THE BEST in its 2020/2021 
season, presenting something for 
everyone!

If you are visiting Puerto Vallarta 
and are looking for something fun 
to do, please join us at Act2PV!  We 
have lots of great shows opening 
almost every day this week, and 
our theaters are all following all 
the Covid protocols!  

Today, Friday, November 20, our 
hit show, “Best of Broadway,” 
opens!  This show was presented 
in 2019 and sold out every time it 
was performed!  It is a delightful 
musical/dance revue of memorable 
show tunes, featuring songs 
and dances from your favorite 
Broadway musicals!  On Saturday, 
November 21, the hilarious 
Mama Tits returns with her show, 
“The Bi*ch is Back!” Mama’s 
shows sold out every night of her 
2019/2021 run, and she is thrilled 
to be back on stage again! On 
Sunday, November 22, our hit 
show, “MJ LIVE,” opens at 6:00 
pm! This musical singing/dancing 
tribute to Michael Jackson is 
amazing, with its singing, dancing, 
light and sound effects!  

Diana Villamonte, Puerto 
Vallarta’s #1 songstress for the 
past 3 years, returns to the Act2PV 
stage  on Monday, November 23, 

Your well-being is our #1 priority!
Tickets are available at act2pv.com

Act2PV Now Featuring 
Shows 7 Days a Week!

with her brand new show, “Diana 
Sings Ross,” featuring the songs 
of the unforgettable Diana Ross!  
Steven Retchless, the incredibly 
talented singer/dancer/actor 
and International Pole Dancing 
Champion, returns to Act2PV 
this season with his brand-new 
show, “Limitless,” on Tuesday, 
November 24!  This young man is 
not only drop-dead gorgeous, he is 
talented as well!   

The long-awaited Hello Barbra 
/ Hello Bette show opens on 
Wednesday, November 25, 
featuring an array of unforgettable 
songs from both Barbra Streisand 
and Bette Midler! And finally, 
our Linda Ronstadt show, “In 
My Voice,” opens on Friday, 
November 27, and features the 
music of the Legendary Linda 
Ronstadt. There will also be a live 
band featured at this show!

As the world navigates its way 
through finding a new normal, 
please understand that Act2PV 
is very serious about protecting 
our clients, our staff, and our 
entertainers!  

In addition to observing 
all government requirements 
(mandatory masks, hand sanitizers, 
feet sanitizers, temperatures taken, 
etc), Act2PV has implemented 
extra safety measures in our Main 
Stage theater, including ozone 
purifiers, ozone disinfectors, air 
purifiers and heppa filters.  

We will also be operating at 
reduced capacity, with some seats 
blocked off in order to follow 
governmental social distancing 
requirements.  
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Please check out the many reviews for our shows at Act2PV on TripAdvisor, GoogleMyBusiness.com and Facebook!  For more information, 
or to buy tickets, go to act2pv.com.  You can also get your tickets at our box office which is open daily from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm.

“Danny, Alfonso and Oscar, and the entire 
Act2PV staff, thank you for the incredible opening 
night party tonight! I haven’t really been out 
since March and was apprehensive about what to 
expect, but I was actually impressed with the new 
outdoor space!  It was so reassuring to see how 
seriously you have taken your responsibility to 
create a safe place for entertainment! Even in this 
new, open-air environment, everyone was wearing 
a mask (including the wait staff) when they were 
walking around, the tables were separated by 
more than 6 feet, and seating was limited to 2 or 4 
people per table. Your eggplant parmesan dinner 
was to die for (and I don’t even like eggplant)! 

“OMG! I am still flying high. What an incredible 
night. The best thing to happen all year. Lord Danny 
Mininni you outdid yourself. Absolutely blown 
away by the new venue up on the “roof” being 
open air. All protocol in place with only tables for 
4 and appropriately spaced. Then there was the 
entertainment. This has got to be the best show so far 
that I can recall. Although I think I said that about 
Chorus Line!!! These ladies have powerful voices and 
harmonize so incredibly well. And the music selection...
well only the best of Motown as far as I can tell. The 
costumes were also to die for and representative of the 
era. Then there was the routines.....

INCREDIBLE OPENING NIGHT!

“REFLECTIONS” SHOW REVIEWS

I loved the show, Reflections, too!  The songs 
brought back so many memories!  The performers 
were so talented and polished and their costumes 
were incredible!  I felt like I was watching a Las 
Vegas show! 

I’m very happy that you have figured out a way 
to create a “new normal” for entertainment in 
Puerto Vallarta.  Thank you for all of your hard 
work and dedication to our safety. I look forward 
to seeing lots more shows at Act2PV this season!  
~ H. J. Ross

“It was such a great evening! I love the cabaret!” 
~ Christine Conger

Congrats to everyone involved and I wish you 
all the most success. You truly deserve it. All 
your hard work has really paid off. I encourage 
everyone to catch one of the many offerings this 
season.

I feel so lucky to have been able to attend the 
opening (thank you Mike and Karen Erp) and 
also get a taste of other shows being available.” ~ 
Janice Gonzalez

“This new venue is great!  Please don’t shut it 
down… EVER!” ~ Keith Vaughn
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Please check out the many reviews for our shows at Act2PV on TripAdvisor, GoogleMyBusiness.com and Facebook!  For more information, 
or to buy tickets, go to act2pv.com.  You can also get your tickets at our box office which is open daily from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm.

Fabulous Friday, November 20
7:00 – *Best of Broadway Opening, a beautiful musical/dance revue of your 
favorite Broadway Showtunes!

Super Saturday, November 21
9:00 – *MAMA TITS Opening, starring in “The Bi*ch is Back!” 

Sunday Funday, November 22
6:00 - *MJ LIVE Opening, a musical singing/dancing tribute to Michael Jackson  
Marvelous Monday, November 23
6:00 – *Diana Sings Ross Opening, a musical tribute to Diana Ross, featuring 
Vallarta’s #1 songstress, Diana Villamonte

Terrific Tuesday, November 24 
6:00 – Crooners, featuring Marc Lopez singing music from Jersey Boys, Frankie 
Valli, Michael Buble and more.
9:00 – *Limitless Opening featuring singer/actor & International Champion Pole 
Dancer, Steven Retchless

Wonderful Wednesday, November 25
7:00 – Fleetwood Mac/Eagles, a musical tribute featuring Puerto Vallarta’s #1 
Musical Duo, US TWO (LIVE BAND)
6:00 – *Hello Barbra/Hello Bette Opening, a celebration of the music of Barbra 
Streisand and Bette Midler

Thankful Thursday, November 26
6:00 –  REFLECTIONS, a tribute to The Supremes, The Andrews Sisters, The 
Pointer Sisters, The Dreamgirls, and much more!  

Fabulous Friday, November 27
6:00 – *Linda Ronstadt: In My Voice Opening, a musical tribute to the musical 
icon, Linda Ronstadt (LIVE BAND)
7:00 – Best of Broadway, a beautiful musical/dance revue of your favorite 
Broadway Showtunes!

Super Saturday, November 28
6:00 – *Legends Opening, a musical tribute to the music of Bruce Springsteen, 
Stevie Nicks & Carole King  (LIVE BAND)
9:00 – MAMA TITS, starring in “The Bi*ch is Back!” 

Sunday Funday, November 29
6:00 - MJ LIVE, a musical singing/dancing tribute to Michael Jackson
7:00 – *ABBA/Elton John Opening, featuring Vallarta’s #1 musical duo, UsTwo 
and their LIVE BAND!

Marvelous Monday, November 30
6:00 - Diana Sings Ross, a musical tribute to Diana Ross, featuring Vallarta’s #1 
songstress, Diana Villamonte
9:00 – MAMA TITS, starring in “The Bitch Is Back!”

Act2PV Show Schedule
Because of the uncertainty of current Covid protocols, please check our 

website at act2pv.com for any last-minute changes to our show schedule!

Back by public demand, the runaway 
smash hit, Best of Broadway, 
returns to Act2PV for the 2020/2021 
season! Filled with some of the 
greatest and most memorable music 
of our lifetime, this season’s Best of 
Broadway is a tribute (in English) to 
your favorite songs from Broadway! 
Director Danny Mininni, along with 
musical director, Alfonso Lopez. 
Showcasing songs from West Side 
Story, Grease, Phantom of the Opera, 
Jesus Christ Superstar, Hairspray, 
Wicked, Les Miserables, and many 
more, each song sparkles with pure 
Broadway brilliance!  This show is 
great for all ages and is a must-see for 
anyone that loves Broadway musicals! 

Your well-being is our #1 priority!
Tickets are available at act2pv.com

“The Bi*ch is Back!”
 Starring Puerto Vallarta’s beloved 

6’7” POWERHOUSE diva, Mama Tits! 
*Opening Night – 

Saturday, November 21 – 9:00 pm 
(Continuing Mondays & Saturdays - 9:00 pm)

After several record-breaking years 
as a top-selling Headliner in the Red 
Room Cabaret at Act2PV, Mama Tits 
is thrilled to return for her 6th exciting 
season!  “The Bit*h is Back” (Playing 
November & December 2020) is 
a poignant show about personal 
perseverance and strength achieved 
by ignoring adversity, learning to love 
yourself and believing in your power. 
Mama is a consummate storyteller 
that uses stories of her life to inspire 
audiences everywhere. That, coupled 
with being a passionate entertainer 
with vocal chops to match, this show 
is sure to delight and inspire you. 

“The Best of ABBA & Elton”
A musical tribute to ABBA and Elton John, 

featuring UsTwo and their LIVE BAND  
*Opening Night -  

Sunday, November 29 - 7:00 pm 
(Continuing Every Sunday – 7:00 pm)

UsTwo presents a musical 
tribute to the timeless music of two 
unforgettable acts which began in 
the 70’s, ABBA and Elton John!  
UsTwo will perform many songs that 
you will remember, such as Mama 
Mia, Dancing Queen, Chiquitita, Sad 
Song, Candle in the Wind, and Rocket 
Man, and more.  Their repertoire 
changes with each performance, 

but these amazing vocalists (and 
their live band) will treat you to an 
unforgettable evening of music and 
an evening to remember!  

ABBA and its flamboyant costumes 
and catchy music,  is considered to 
be one of the top musical groups in 
history, having sold over 500 million 
albums!  Elton John first became 
famous for his oversize glasses and 
outrageous outfits, but his enduring 
popularity and incredible talent have 
earned him five Grammy awards, 
induction into the Rock ‘n Roll Hall 
of Fame, and sales of over 300 million 
albums!  Together, these two acts 
epitomized the soft rock/pop musical 
sounds that became hugely popular in 
the 70’s, and is still loved around the 
world today.

Best of Broadway
A musical revue, featuring top Tony-

Award Winning Songs from Broadway 
*Opening Friday, November 20 – 7:00 pm 

Continuing Every Friday – 7:00 pm
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Legends

Hailed by Rolling Stones Magazine 
as three of the greatest singers and 
songwriters of all time, each has had 
successful careers for over 40 years!  
Bruce (“The Boss”), Stevie and 
Carole have something in common… 
products of the rock ‘n roll years, many 
of the words to their songs were based 
on romantic love, as well as social 
and political issues, and the music 
of their era incorporated influences 
from jazz, classical and other 
musical styles. They all continue to 
perform to sold-out audiences today! 
This musical tribute to these three 
unforgettable legends features a LIVE 
BAND, and includes songs they made 
popular, such as Edge of Seventeen, 
Too Late, Room on Fire, Will You Still 
Love Me, Natural Woman, You Can’t 
Fix This, Born in the U.S.A., Born to 
Run, and more…. 

A Tribute to the Music of Bruce 
Springsteen, Stevie Nicks & Carole 

King (LIVE BAND) 
OPENING NIGHT:  Saturday, 

November 28 - 6:00 pm
(Continuing every Thursday - 6:00 pm)

Your well-being is our #1 priority!
Tickets are available at act2pv.com

HELLO Barbra, 
HELLO Bette

A musical tribute to music legends, 
Barbra Streisand and Bette Midler 

LIVE BAND! 
OPENING NIGHT: Wednesday, 

November 25 - 6:00 pm 
(Continuing - Wednesdays - 6:00 pm)

The beloved music of two of the 
world’s most iconic stars, Barbra 
Streisand and Bette Midler, is 
showcased in this brand-new cabaret 
show, featuring a LIVE BAND!  

This show features some of the 
favorite songs of both ladies, including 
Everybody Says Don’t, Wind Beneath 
My Wings, Send in the Clowns, Some 
People, The Rose, People, and many 
more. It will definitely bring back 
memories and make you want to 
sing along to the music of these two 
unforgettable divas.

Fleetwood Mac / Eagles
A Musical Tribute featuring PV’s #1 

Musical duo, Us Two, and their LIVE BAND
Every Wednesday - 7:00 pm

UsTwo (and their LIVE BAND) 
returns to the stage with their 
record-beaking musical tribute 
to the everlasting and timeless 
music of two unforgettable groups 
from the 70s… FLEETWOOD 
MAC and THE EAGLES!  

Both Fleetwood Mac and The Eagles 
are considered to be two of the top 
musical groups in history. Together, 
they epitomize some of the most well-
known rock/pop musical sounds of 
the 70s.  UsTwo will perform songs 
that bring back memories from these 
two great groups, such as New Kid in 
Town, One of These Nights, Take It 
Easy, Heartache Tonight, Dreams 
Everywhere, Landslide, Desperado 
and many more.  Their repertoire 
changes with each performance, but 
these amazing vocalists will treat you 
to an unforgettable evening of music, 
as well as an evening to remember!

Diana Sings Ross
A Tribute to Diana Ross, featuring Vallarta’s 

#1 Songstress, Diana Villamonte 
*Opening Night – 

Monday, November 23 - 6:00 pm
(Continuing Every Monday - 6:00 pm)

Diana Villamonte, the greatest lady 
of musical entertainment in Puerto 
Vallarta and an icon-in-the-making, 
pays tribute to a true musical legend, 
Diana Ross, the Queen of Motown, 
R&B, soul and pop music!  

Diana’s captivating charisma, 
flowing hair, lovely smile and 
diamond jewelry captures the 
essence of Diana Ross, while 
her powerhouse voice rings with 
such vocal power, precision and 
exceptional range that she truly brings 
the voice of Diana Ross alive again. 
Singing some of Diana Ross’ most 
famous hits, such as Endless Love, 
Upside Down, I’m Coming Out, I 
Will Survive, Chain Reaction, Ain’t 
No Mountain High Enough, and 
more……, Diana will dazzle you 
with her talent.  From TripAdvisor:  

“[She] is a natural and captivating 
stage performer. How best to describe 
her talent? Let’s just say that when 
she pays tribute to such iconic 
powerhouses as Whitney Houston, 
Aretha Franklin, Diana Ross, Etta 
James, Donna Summer and Shirley 
Bassey, you’re virtually just as 
enamored by her performance of the 
songs as you are by the originators!”  
“It is rare to find talent such as hers,” 
says Act2PV’s managing partner, 
Danny Mininni. “Diana is truly one 
of the most talented performers that 
has ever crossed our stage!  She is 
destined to be a huge star!”

Crooners
 featuring music from The Jersey 
Boys, Frank Sinatra, Frankie Valli, 
Michael Buble, and the greatest 

Legends and Crooners of all time, 
and starring Marc Lopez, crooner 

extraordinaire! 
Every Tuesday – 6:00 pm

The handsome and talented Marc 
international star returns to the 
Act2PV stage this season with his 
super-hit show, Crooners, a tribute 
to some of the most memorable male 
singers of our lifetime, including 
Frankie Valli, The Jersey Boys, Frank 
Sinatra, Elvis Presley and many, 
many more.   This popular show 
features many well-known classics, 
such as Who Loves Ya Baby, Sweet 
Caroline, Flyaway, Feeling Good, 
Sway, Unchained Melody, and 
others.   “Marc can really sing - what 
a fantastic voice. I don’t think he 
needs a microphone like most singers 
and his range is great. The songs 
were beautiful, inspirational, and 
emotional.” ~TripAdvisor
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Your well-being is our #1 priority!
Tickets are available at act2pv.com

Coming Soon:

Hedda Lettuce, 
featuring NYC Drag Queen 
Follies La Rouge 
Elvis, Young & Sexy 
Steve Grand  
Delighted Tobehere 
Creedence Clearwater Revival, 
a musical tribute

About Act2PV:
With shows every night, Act2PV 

has been voted the #1 Entertainment 
Venue in the Banderas Bay!  If you 
are looking for high-quality theatrical 
productions, internationally renowned 
musical cabaret, or drag shows, Act2PV 
continues to bring you the BEST OF 
THE BEST entertainment for the 
2020/2021 season! This beautiful, 5-star 
venue truly has something for everyone!  
Act2PV’s incredible entertainment, 
with its amazing sound and lighting 
systems, is on par with any theater in 
North America! Excellent live musical 
entertainment (with no cover) is also 
offered in the beautiful, fully-equipped 
Encore bar!  Come early and enjoy a 
drink!  Tickets are available at act2pv.
com or at our box office, open daily 
10:00 am to 10:00 pm.

Reflections

Act2PV is very excited to present 
“Reflections,” a brand-new show 
paying tribute to America’s iconic 
Motown female artists, featuring 
the incredible music of the 1960’s! 
“Reflections” brings it all together 
into an illusion that you are back 
in the 60’s singing along to the 
best soundtracks of our lives.  
With songs like Baby Love, Be My 
Baby, Dedicated to the One I Love, 
Da Doo Ron Ron, Chapel of Love, 
Heat Wave, Honey Love, Slow Hand, 
and more, this show is explosive, 
alluring, electrifying, sultry and sassy, 
all rolled up into a performance that is 
magical! Not to be missed!

A Musical Tribute to the greatest iconic 
“Lady Bands” of all time:  

The Supremes, The Pointer Sisters, 
The Andrews Sisters, The Dreamgirls, 

and so many more!  
Every Thursday – 7:00 pm

MJ Live

Limitless

MJ Linda Ronstadt, 
In My Voice Live

“MJ LIVE,” the biggest tribute 
show ever performed in Puerto 
Vallarta, returns to Act2PV for its 
second exciting season!  

This thrilling musical extravaganza, 
dedicated to the creative genius and 
unsurpassed talent of the legendary 
“Michael Jackson - King of Pop,” 
is reborn with lots of new songs, 
sexy new moves and fabulous new 
costumes!   

MJ LIVE is a visual and musical 
journey through the life of the 20th 
century’s most idolized entertainer and 
promises to repeat the whole “Michael 
Jackson Experience.”  

A musical and dance tribute 
to Michael Jackson
*Opening Night - 

Sunday November 22 – 6:00 pm 
(Continuing every Sunday - 6:00 pm )

MJ LIVE features six dancers, 
acrobats, and an incredibly talented 
Venezuelan TV personality and 
Award-winning Micheal Jackson 
impersonator, Jose Martinez, who 
has performed as Michael Jackson 
from Brazil to Mexico (and every 
country in between)!  With songs 
such as Thriller, Billie Jean, Smooth 
Criminal, Bad, Beat It, ABC, Don’t 
Stop Til You Get Enough, and more, 
this 90-minute spectacular pays 
homage to the songs and dances that 
made Michael Jackson one of the most 
revered artists of our time. Produced 
and directed by Carlos Garcia Zarate.

A musical tribute to the musical legend, 
Linda Ronstadt (featuring a LIVE BAND) 

OPENING NIGHT: 
Friday, November 27 - 6:00 pm 

(Continuing every Friday, 6:00 pm) 
Do you remember these songs? 

Blue Bayou…You’re No Good… Poor, 
Poor, Pitiful Me… Just One Look… 

Alison… Heatwave… It’s So Easy?!?

Linda Ronstadt is referred to as the 
“First Lady of Rock,” and she was 
voted the Top Female Pop Singer of 
the 1970s. Her rock-and-roll image 
was equally as famous as her music, 
appearing six times on the cover of 
Rolling Stone, as well as Newsweek 
and Time covers. 

An incredible mixture of song, dance, 
story-telling, pole dancing and a few 

extra surprises, featuring International 
Champion Pole Dancer, Steven Retchless 

OPENING NIGHT:  
Tuesday, November 24 - 9:00 pm 

(Continuing every Tuesday – 9:00 pm)

Steven Retchless, the beautiful, 
androgynous singer/dancer, World 
Champion pole dancer, and finalist on 
America’s Got Talent, returns to the 
stage with his all-new song and dance 
extravanganza, “Limitless!”  Fresh 
from a sold-out run last season, Retchless 
weaves together a whimsical story of 
dreaming big, working hard and making 
wishes come true…. with an incredible 
mixture of song, dance, story-telling, 
aerial art and strip tease.  Inspired by 
1900’s Cabaret, 1920’s Burlesque and 
the 1930’s “Pansy Craze,” Limitless 
has an opulent, sophisticated and classic 
look.  Unapologetic and genuine, 
Steven’s versatile vocals and flexible 
body will leave you spellbound, taking 
you on a journey like none that you have 
ever experienced.

Brenda has always had a special 
affinity for the music of the timeless 
living legend, Linda Ronstadt, and 
Brenda’s stunning likeness, as well as 
her beautiful, clear voice, refreshing 
smile and tremendous vocals is the 
perfect combination to take on such 
an amazing performer!
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Los Bambinos and their team at 
Bambinos Trattoria are committed 
to creating a safe and COVID-free 
environment for their shows this 
season.  Following the government 
protocols, everyone will have their 
temperature checked, and hands 
and shoes sanitized.  

Guests are required to wear a 
mask at all times when not sitting 
at their table to eat/ drink.  Seating 
capacity is currently to 50%. 

While health and safety are 
always #1 at Bambinos, a tight #2 
is preparing the scene for you and 
your friends to have a great time!  
The group has been preparing this 
season’s shows for months, offering 
dozens of new songs.  

The Monday-Tuesday Beatles 
show features a medley that will 
make you feel like flying above the 
sea through a magical sunset. 

The acclaimed Queen show of 
the 2019-2020 season, pales next 
to the spectacular this year with 
new additions and surprises.  The 
shows this year will not disappoint, 
guaranteed… or your money 
back!  The Bambinos brothers are 
committed to offering their art and 
entertainment for your enjoyment. 

Reservations are required for all 
guests; same day reservations may 
be possible.  Reserve your tickets 
today at 322 222-4357 (English 
spoken). As always, remember 
to stay at home if you feel at all 
feverish or unwell on the day of 
your show reservation.

“Come to Bambinos Trattoria to 
feed your body with an authentic 
Italian meal, while Los Bambinos 
nourish your soul with heartfelt 
harmony and masterful music.”

Los Bambinos Dinner & Show 
this week!

- Monday / Tuesday Night | 
  The Beatles! 
Dinner Seating 6 p.m. | Show 8 p.m.
The Morales brothers bring their 

own four-part harmonies to the 

Health Safety is #1 at Bambinos Trattoria, Close #2…
stage playing a show of classics. 
Los Bambinos harmonies and 
instrumentation perfectly captures 
the sound of one of the most 
recognized groups in musical 
history.  This is an exciting and 
upbeat show. 

- Wednesday / Thursday Night |
   BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY 
Dinner Seating 6 p.m. | Show 8 p.m. 
This dynamic set beautifully 

presents the authentic range of the 
group’s voices.  Los Bambinos 
music does justice to this iconic 
musical era and artist.  The QUEEN 
revival performance is a great 
musical challenge for the group 
with complex harmonies and 
sophisticated instrumentation. Full 
of energy and rhythm, this show will 
make you vibrate as you experience 
a night full of harmonies. 

- Friday Night / Latin Fiesta!
Dinner Seating 6 p.m. | Show 8 p.m. 
This is the show for an exquisite 

mix of rhythms and beautiful 
vocals.  It is a show just as spicy 
as it is sweet.  Each song sweeps 
you away to a Brazilian Carnival 
or a romantic evening in an Old 
Mexican town square.  Don’t be 
surprised if you hear your favorite 
Mexican tune set in a foot-tapping 
Cuban rhythm!  Let Los Bambinos 
awaken your senses with vibrant 
music, and inspiring four-part 
harmonies. 

- Saturday Night 8 p.m.| 
   Legends of Rock n’ Roll
Dinner Seating 6 p.m. | Show 8 p.m. 
Los Bambinos bring to life these 

different styles of Rock n’ Roll that 
have been so influential over the 
last decades.  They present for you 
The Legends of Rock n’ Roll - as 
only Los Bambinos can - through a 
loose chronology of Rock legends 
from the Rolling Stones, the 
Doors, the Eagles, The Beatles, the 
Monkees, Elvis, Credence, to Little 

Richard and Chuck Berry among 
many others! 

Mark your calendar for any 
of the nightly performances and 
experience a memorable Dinner 
& Show.  

Bambinos Trattoria is a great 
place to enjoy fresh Italian Food, 
prepared by a team of talented 
Chefs.  

Opening for service on November 
16th with COVID safety measures 
in place (yes, sorry, masks are 
required).  

Bambinos Trattoria is located at 
314 Aguacate, corner of Carranza 
street in the Romantic Zone on the 
south side of town.  

Reserve now at 322-222-4357 
(English Spoken).  

Buy tickets online at: 
www.bambinostrattoria.com  
See you at Bambinos Trattoria!
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Krystal Frost
For questions and comments - 
Cell: 322 116-9645 
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

Krystal Frost

While living in Bogota, Colombia, 
back in the early 70s there were very 
few of us non-Latinos around being 
the mercenaries from Viet Nam 
looking for work with the M 13 or 
Pablito, draft dodgers, adventurers 
and some other kids.  

No matter the circumstances of 
our getting there, we hung out, and 
helped each other stay safe.  We had 
a code we called “Bogota Rules” 
which is a series of street smarts 
and general safe guarding that we 
applied living in an unfamiliar 
country and edgy culture.

Puerto Vallarta clearly is not 
Bogota, however …

When we move out of our old 

Bogota Rules...

home comfort zones, it is only 
normal and human to reach out 
to other people, engage, create 
bonds, alliances, romances, etc... 
Especially because many of us have 
left lifetime friends, family, lovers 
behind when we jumped ship and 
dropped into this tropical paradise.  
We tend to trust too readily, give 
up our personal space too quickly, 

invite into our homes new friends 
and acquaintances that we know 
nothing about or  where they came 
from, who they are and what their 
motives are.  Naturally, we judge 
according to our own nature, 
face value, and project our own 
openness.  We all want to belong, 
we all want love and acceptance.

Unfortunately, these same 
qualities make us vulnerable to 
situations that may turn out not as 
pleasantly as one had hoped.  

Those of you who have been 
around a while have heard about 
these unpleasant, and sometimes 
fatal situations.

Not only the Gay community 
has been victimized by so-called 
“friends” and lovers with the over 
confident and open  attitude some 
expats reveal.

Ok, here they are, for what it’s worth 
and generally applies to singles.

1.- Do not invite new friends 
home, meet in public places and 
rent a room if you like.  

2.- Do not give your key to anyone 
not even your domestic helpers... 
(they have kids, brothers, etc.) 
unless you know where they live 
and their family and they have been 
with you for a number of years… 
and then refer to no. 4.

3.- Be at home when you have 
workers in... always, always, 
always.  

4.- Change your keys every 6 
months and whenever you change 
residence.  I learned the hard way.

5.- Avoid live-ins, find out where 
they live, work, and who their 
family is before handing over your 
key.  Refer to no. 4

6.- A phone number is not enough 
background.

7.- Do not lend money and expect 
to get it back, it’s best to gift what 
you feel comfortable giving.

8.- Do not hand money over to 
someone you don’t know thoroughly 
to administrate, make payment for 
you, or etc.  It  gets lost, stolen or 
mysteriously disappears.

9.- Don’t party alone, take a 
friend you know.

10.- Be discreet with your 
financial affairs. Avoid being the 
“big spender”, this is a green flag 
for those looking for advantage.  
Keeping a low profile is helpful.

11.- Check your house or 
apartment for security.  Doors and 
windows and terraces.  Simple 
security systems like iron grills 
work well.

12.- Do not keep a lot of cash 
jewelry in the house, if needed, get 
a wall safe.

13.- Don’t show off your best 
jewelry except to private parties.  
Get yourself an inexpensive watch.

14.- Use a cross body purse.
We learned these rules by 

observing the behavior of the 
Bogotanos in a rather wild, lawless 
and crazy time in South America.

The good news is:
There are few of us around who 

can still talk about it.
So pay attention, be observant, 

listen to your gut, be safe and enjoy 
the differences of this culture by 
taking care of yourself.

It happens that after living in this 
amazing agile Puerto for 30 years, I 
feel the need to comment on a grave 
situation that reoccurs on occasion  
in PV.  Those of you who know me, 
know  I say this with all the love 
in my heart for my adopted home 
because I  landed here alone, lonely 
and a bit broken. 

Ok, this is it… and I expect to get 
some backlash on this.

It is only normal and human to 
reach out to other people, engage, 
create bonds, alliances, romances, 
etc. Especially because, as I said, 
many of us have left lifetime friends, 
family, lovers behind when we 
jumped ship and dropped into this 
tropical paradise.  We tend to trust 
too readily, give up our personal 
space, invite into our homes new 
friends and acquaintances that we 
really know nothing about. 
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Giselle Belanger
RN, LCSW

Giselle Belanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available 
for appointments in person, by phone, or 
by skype webcam. 
Contact info: ggbelangerpv@gmail.com  
Mex cell: 044 (322) 138-9552 
or US cell: (312) 914-5203

Many of you may have friends 
and family who have asked “what 
are you waiting for?!”  It seems 
obvious and unbelievable to them 
- the ones on the outside looking in 
- that your situation is ridiculous, 
that it has hit the most extreme 
degrees possible, and they are 
perplexed and baffled why you 
have not done something about 
it.  Sometimes it is very important 
to listen to what everyone else is 
telling you, especially when they 
all seem to have the same opinion.  
How can they all be wrong and 
you be right? 

What is it going to take before 
you do something about it? 

If you have heard it once, you’ve 
heard it one thousand times.  And 
you shamefully say “okay, okay” 
just to shut them up and change 
the subject, but secretly you may 
wonder why, what in the world 
is wrong with you?  There are 
two major reasons why someone 
might continue to live or just exist 
in a painful unhappy situation.  
They are: increased tolerance and 
poor boundaries and limit setting. 

Another way to say “increased 
tolerance” is “to become 
accustomed to”, no matter if we 
are talking about quantities of 
drugs and alcohol, frequency and 
intensity of partner/spousal abuse, 
or infidelity; number of sexual 
partners, mistresses, or long-term 
love affairs your partner has had.  
Somewhere along the way you 
became so accustomed that you 
may even be indifferent; not care 
anymore, or feel helpless and 

What are you 
waiting for?!

hopeless, and you may have even 
convinced yourself that “it doesn’t 
hurt.”  But, we both know that it 
does.  It hurts like hell. 

Poor boundaries and limit 
setting is the inability to say 
“NO.”  It’s when you are unable to 
determine when enough is enough 
because you keep changing the 
previous limit you set, giving 
someone another chance, thereby 
re-drawing the line further back 
allowing more room for tolerance.  
Poor boundaries and increased 
tolerance go hand-in-hand; one 
feeds the other.  We tolerate more 
and more because we are unable 
to enforce a firm boundary. 

Fear is a huge obstacle.  Being 
afraid of consequences, of the 
unknown, of life without xyz, 
causes us to cling tightly to what 
is familiar no matter how bad it 
is or how much pain it causes us.  
This is because we know what 
it’s like; what it feels like, and we 
think it’s better and easier than the 
pain that we imagine must come 
with the change; leaving that 
person or drug behind, the pain of 
moving on into the unknown and 
unfamiliar.  

IF you stop denying and 
minimizing your situation long 
enough to consider the following 
questions and scenarios and you 
answer them honestly, you will 
probably chose change over “mas 
de lo mismo” (more of the same). 

Note: I recognize that both the 
male and female can be victims 
of domestic violence (DV), be 
addicted to drugs, and cheat on 
their partner or spouse. 

DV victim… does he have 
to hurt you so badly that you 
are hospitalized, permanently 
disabled, or killed?!  How many 
times have you already walked 
around with bruises or broken 
bones?  Finish the scenario… 
If he kills you, your children will 
lose their mother; no longer have 
you in their life, not to mention, 
you will be dead!  Let’s assume he 
ends up in prison for killing you, 
now your children won’t have a 
father either!  What will happen to 
them?  Who will they live with?  
Who will take care of them?  How 
will you ever forgive yourself for 
not getting out sooner?  How will 
they forgive you for not protecting 
them and preventing this? 

Addict… do you need everyone 
who still cares about you to finally 
give up and shut you out of their 
lives?  Do you need to crash the car, 
possibly disable or kill someone?  
How would you like to end up in 
prison?  Do you need to be rushed 
to the hospital for an overdose?  
How many times have you started 
over?  How many times have you 
been in debt, paid it off, made 
money and then lost it all again?  
How exhausted and miserable do 
you need to be before you refuse 
to feel that way anymore? 

Infidelity… do you actually 
need to catch him in bed with 
her before you believe it or do 
something about it?  

How many more times are you 
going to believe his promises 
that it’s over or this is the last 
time?  How many STD’s (Genital 
Herpes, Trichimonis, Gonorrhea, 
Chlamydia) have you already been 
treated for?  Do you think he’s 
using a condom every time?  Have 
you or he been tested for HIV?  
IF you are the one cheating, are 
you willing to lose your partner 
or marriage over it?  Do you need 
to get her pregnant or end up in a 
“Fatal Attraction” scenario?

The need to feel angry
It is impossible to do anything 

about it if you are only feeling sad 
and/or afraid.  Although those 
feelings are expected and necessary, 
they maintain you in a victim role, 
powerless and hopeless.  Until you 
allow yourself to get angry; to feel 
how angry you are that this has 
happened to you and decide you 
are not going to take it anymore, 
then nothing will change.  Anger 
provokes action! 

Change doesn’t come while 
you sit waiting, you make it 
happen!
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Ricardo Mazcal
mazcalteotl@gmail.com Herbalist and Nutritionist

The Healing 
Power 

of Plants

Kidney stones are one of the most common ailments of the urinary 
tract, with roughly one in 10 people experiencing a kidney stone. 

Passing kidney stones is very painful, let me tell you.  I have had 
it twice. You want to quickly reduce your symptoms because they’re 
agonizingly painful, and untreated kidney stones can cascade into 
serious kidney failure.

What exactly are kidney “stones”?  They’re small, hard deposits that 
develop inside of your kidneys made from materials we naturally have in 
our body.  They can block the normal flow of urine, causing pain in your 
bladder as it swells with urine to become abnormally concentrated with 
minerals as they accumulate and can’t be passed.

Kidney stones won’t leave behind permanent damage once they’re 
passed.  If you suspect you’re experiencing symptoms like pain, 
throbbing and trouble going to the bathroom, read on to learn about 
natural treatments and how to prevent stones from returning. 

Kidney Stone Symptoms
The kidneys are bean-shaped, fist-sized, small organs that sit in the 

middle of your back below your rib cage.  They’re important organs 
for draining waste, excess fluids and urine from the body.  The kidneys 
connect to the urinary tract, including the two ureters, bladder and 
urethra.  Daily, they filter through the body’s blood supply to produce 
about one to two quarts of urine, which is eliminated through the urethra. 

Kidney stones symptoms are:
·  Cloudy, bloody or foul-smelling urine
·  Discoloration of urine
·  Fever and chills when the problem worsens
·  Indigestion, nausea and vomiting 
·  Intense pain along the kidneys, on your side and back below 
   your ribs.  Pain can come and go, varying in intensity and 
    lasting between five and 15 minutes 
·  Lower back pain spreading down below the kidneys, 
    to your groin and between the thighs
·  Persistent urge to urinate more than normal, 
    with not much urine actually coming out
Who’s most at risk for experiencing these symptoms? 
·  White men more than women tend to have kidney stones 
   for unknown reasons
·  People between 30–70 years old
·  Diuretic medications can lead to dehydration
·  History of chronic urinary tract infections, hyperthyroidism, 
   gout, and people having trouble digesting minerals normally
·  Inactive people 
Natural remedies for controlling kidney stone symptoms
Passing kidney stones for most people happens over a few days, with 

lots of pain in the process.
There are several ways you can dissolve, remove and then prevent 

kidney stones from returning.

Dissolve kidney stones.  Naturally.

Drink plenty of water and herbal teas.  The minimum daily fluid intake 
is 15.5 cups (3.7 liters) for men and 11.5 cups (2.7 liters) for women.

Eat a nutrient-dense diet.  Eating a very salty or high-protein diet can 
result in ammonia excess in the urine. Eat fresh foods to balance the 
body’s pH and prevent acidity.

Here are some of the top foods for helping prevent kidney stones:
·  A plant-based diet produces fewer kidney stones with low dairy and 

meat than one with lots of processed meat, packaged and conventional 
dairy.  Fresh foods that promote healthy kidney function include all 
organic leafy greens, fresh-squeezed veggie juice, legumes, sprouted 
grains, fish, and pasture-raised animals.

·  All berries, olive oil, almonds, avocado, and butternut squash are 
some of the best antioxidant vitamin E sources, helping balance oxalates 
and other toxins, preventing mucus membrane damage thus reducing the 
risk of stone formation.

·  Foods that are acidic in nature and help balance the body’s pH level, 
like lemon or apple cider vinegar, can help the body pass kidney stones.

·  Sprouting grains makes their nutrients more digestible.
The following foods can contribute to kidney stone symptoms:
·  Alcohol and caffeine are dehydrating and can make kidney stones 

worse.
·  Sugary foods can worsen kidney stones.
·  Refined grains, including flour, cereal, bread, rolls, cakes, etc., 

contribute to kidney stones, as they contain high levels of phytic acid. 
·  Processed meat can cause the body to excrete calcium, which means 

more is sent to the kidneys, building up and forming stones.
·  Vitamin C. More than four grams a day might worsen kidney stones.  

Weight-bearing exercises are good for building bone strength and 
preventing demineralization of your skeletal system.  Walk everywhere 
you can.

Supplements that help reduce kidney stones:
·  Vitamin B reduces calcium and oxalates from accumulating
·  Vitamin E is useful for reducing inflammation, 
   calcium and oxalate build-up
·  Cranberry extract reduces urinary tract infections and 
    balances calcium levels 
·  Aloe Vera reduces the crystallization of minerals within 
   the urinary tract
Instead of supplements, get calcium naturally from foods like yogurt, 

kefir, Maz-Mix, beans and leafy greens.
Kidney stones can be dissolved naturally with: 
·  Coconut oil also prevents kidney and gall bladder diseases
·  Yumel 
·  Rábano negro (black radish) 
If you have any comments or questions, contact me by email or find 

me at the Artisan Friday Morning Market on Isla Cuale Island or at 
Arte Viviente (Living Art) at 800 Morelos downtown Vallarta, Monday 
and Wednesday, from 3 p.m. to closing.

You can find many GMO-free natural products. Organic coffees, 
turmeric tincture, plus organic honey. Also, Ceylon cinnamon, apple cider 
vinegar with the Mother, Maz-mix, moringa herb powder, tinctures, 38 
different spices, herbal supplements and all products mentioned in this 
article at Arte Viviente, they ship anywhere and take PayPal and credit 
cards.  Please contact Marcia Blondin, 322 159 9675, for assistance. 
Email me at mexicasupplement@gmail.com for information about 
herbal supplements, tinctures, antiviral herbs to achieve your nutrition 
and health goals.
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Viewpoint

Harriet Murray

Can be contacted at 
harriet@casasandvillas.com  | 
www.casasandvillas.com

Harriet Murray

One of the most interesting asset 
classes where we see pronounced 
influence of behavioral biases is in 
real estate.

Real estate is a highly emotive 
asset in most cultures.  This can 
help explain phases of ‘irrational 
exuberance’ in property markets 
where prices move away from 
fundamentals. 

Real estate markets suffer from 
a greater degree of incomplete 

Behavioral bias in real estate
Nick Armet, an investment director at the 

British Fidelity Worldwide, writes about intangibles in markets. 

Emotional asset information.  No two assets are the 
same, and there is often no central 
exchange.  Sellers tend to know 
more about assets than buyers, a 
fact that real estate intermediaries 
can exploit.  The quality of, and 
access to, information is poorer 
than in stock markets. 

Related to this point, subjectivity 
tends to play a much more 
influential role in the operation of 
the real estate market than in other 
more information-efficient markets.

Other studies provide show sharp 

appreciations in property prices 
are, at least in part, due to over-
optimistic expectations.  Models 
of economic fundamentals explain 
only between 10% and 40% of 
changes in property prices.

Real estate prices can be very 
volatile and not fully explained 
by fundamentals.  The behavior 
of investors and real estate market 
participants themselves is the 
issue.  Research suggests real estate 
markets show a wide range of 
behavioral biases.

Herding and group-think can 
both explain why pricing moves 
away from fundamentals.  Herding 
can encourage over-investment in 
certain markets and sectors.

Despite the fact that real estate 
is an asset class which demands a 
long-term perspective, investors 
show a repeated bias towards fast 
and short-term return.

When herding combines with 
loss aversion, we can see some of 
the most disastrous consequences 
in real estate due to the illiquid 
nature of the asset class.  Real estate 
investors are highly sensitive to 
capital loss. We know that generally, 
losses are felt as least twice deeply 
as gains. 

Status Quo Bias
Despite this predictability, most 

investors are caught off guard by 
market cycles.  Real estate prices 
rise, oftentimes very quickly, and 
then the bubble bursts, leaving 
everyone surprised because of 
status quo bias.

We tend to think things are likely 
to remain the same: because our 
most recent memory is of them 
being a certain way.  Investors buy 
real estate in hot markets because 
they expect it to continue going 
up.  Investors expect this because 
the market has recently been rising.  
Status quo bias helps them to forget 
about cycles.

Investors fall victim to status quo 
bias because they believe the four 
most dangerous words in investing: 
“This time it’s different.”

Of course, nothing is different.  
The cycle always prevails, the 
bubble bursts and prices fall.

The best way to beat status quo 
bias is to procrastinate.

We all have emotional responses 
we don’t fully recognize when it 
comes to investing our money.  Even 
the savviest investors sometimes 
give in to their emotions.  Before you 
make another real estate investment, 
stop and make sure your emotions 
aren’t costing you money.

This article is based upon legal 
opinions, current practices and 
my personal experiences in the 
Puerto Vallarta-Bahia de Banderas 
areas.  I recommend that each 
potential buyer or seller of Mexican 
real estate conduct his own due 
diligence and review.   
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Emergency

- Fridays – Virtual Shabbat Services until 
further notice. Info & Reservations: 

Rabbi@chabadvallarta.com

PLEASE NOTE!
The Olas Altas Market (in L. Cardenas Park) and the 

3 Hens & a Rooster (on the Isla Cuale) markets reopen 
this Saturday!  Check them out on Facebook.

SPCA - To find your perfect companion animal 
rescued by the SPCA, please contact:

spcapv@gmail.com

PLEASE leaf through this issue for events 
that do not appear here ...and JOIN US ON 
FACEBOOK!

For a comprehensive list of most -if not all- 
charity groups and non-profit organizations 
in and around PV, you may want to check out: 
ww.puertovallarta.net/fast_facts/non-profit.php

Ongoing Events & More...
The Historical Naval Museum (right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) may still be open.  $45. Pesos.

Voladores de Papantla usually performed @ 6 p.m. on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.

- Mondays to Saturdays - 9 & 11 a.m. + 1 
& 3 p.m. - El Salado Estuary Mangrove used 
to offer tours with bilingual guides, which 
could be reserved at 226-2878 or 044 (322) 
175-7539.  Last week, they offered a beautiful 
virtual tour.  Please check out their Facebook 
page for more information: 

https://www.facebook.com/esteroelsalado

Solution to crossword page 31

Solution to sudoku page 31
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Stan Gabruk
Web page:  www.MasterBaiters.com.mx  
Local Phone at:  322 779 7571 or 
our international number is: 011 
52 322 209 1128 10 to 9 local time. 
#MasterBaitersSportfishing on Instagram
Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing and Tackle 
is protected under trade mark law and 
is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.

(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)
Stan Gabruk

One thing about fishing that never 
changes is “everything changes”!  
Sometimes in a day, sometimes in 
several days, but things will change.  
That’s why it’s so important to keep 
up with the reports and strike while the 
“bite” is hot.  We had just this situation 
this week with me, I headed out after 
seeing the fishing was great for a few 
days then got caught in the vortex.  
You’d think that wouldn’t happen to 
me, but it happens to the best of us.  
But again, things changed and now 
we’re seeing some of  the best fishing 
of the year and it would be a shame 
for you to miss out on it.  Whales are 
starting to move in, but they’re not 
dominating the bay and scaring the 
fish quite yet!

Corbeteña was difficult last week 
but as the theme goes, things changed.  
Blue Marlin are running around The 
Rock at 350 to over 600 lbs. and with 
any luck could be even larger.  Black 
Marlin are normally here by now and 
should be coming in shortly.  Sailfish 
are running the entire area and are 
good sized. Yellowfin Tuna are taking 
baits again and are in between 60 to 
180 lbs. and again there are probably 
much larger out there so be at the 
ready.  Dorado at 25 to 35 lbs. are 
a real gift from the heavens.  One 
interesting thing is Cubera Snappers, 
a.k.a. Dog Tooth Pargo are running 60 
to 100 lbs. for those not afraid to do 
some jigging!  The bite has regressed 
a bit to mid-morning so leaving before 
sunup doesn’t help your cause, amigo.  
For now Corbeteña is your best “bang 

Puerto Vallarta’s fishing 
season explodes with 

Marlin and Yellowfin Tuna

for your buck” and we’re happy to put 
you on a boat when you’re ready.  A 
brief mention of El Banco and that’s 
about all since not much is happening 
except massive amounts of bait.  But 
then again, things can change before 
you read this!  As always, feel free to 
contact us and ask about the conditions. 

The Punta Mita point and 
surrounding area is once again 
showing a nice strong pulse with good 
sized Dorado at 20 to 25 lbs.  We’re 
also seeing Sailfish and Blue Marlin 
2 to 7 miles directly off the point and 
they’re hungry!  Rooster fish possible 
off the sandy beaches.  Feeling lucky?

Inside the bay there are more whales 
daily and the bay is just full of Krill 
Squid and super fine tiny fish that 
make a guppy look big!  So the fishing 
in the bay is not automatic, but for the 
most part there are plenty of Dorado at 
20 lbs. or larger running from Yelapa 
to Los Muertos pier, but mostly 
concentrated near the Los Arcos 
“islands”.  Also running in the bay 

are large amounts of bait-sized Bonito 
which are great eating if you don’t 
use them for bait.  Yes, I eat the bait 
sometimes... Ha ha.  Sierra Mackerel 
at the buoys entering Marina Vallarta 
in the morning hours.  With all the bait 
or “Whale food” in the bay, it attracts 
Sailfish and some smaller Marlin.  
Last week there were 75-lb Striped 
Marlin babies being thrown back in 
pockets around Yelapa.  Jack Crevalle 
are picking up in number and size - a 
great “action” fish for the family.  The 
short day trips of four and six hours 
are a great value and they come with 
options!  If you’re on the boat anyway, 
why not tack on a couple of extra 
hours and go snorkeling and maybe 
squeeze in some whale watching all 
at the same outing!  You’d be saving 
money and getting in extra tour type 
activities for one price.  Be sure to ask 
about our other “options” or ideas on 
how to make your day on the water as 
productively fun as possible! 

The bite is still in the morning hours 
but best after 9 a.m. so plan accordingly.  
Dead bait is working best after the 
sunup hours of the morning.  Lures that 
mimic Dorado are also working well, as 
are pink.  And the water temperatures 
are holding at a perfect 85 degrees!  So 
if you’re a local and always wanted a 
great day on the water, then call us, 
we’re sharing pangas again and we’ll 
save you some money. 

Benjamin, our tour expert, tells me 
there are three tours for the price of 
two with some tour companies but all 
tours are not on all days.  Benjamin 
can make sure you don’t get stuck 
and will work with our group.  We 
are also providing airport transfers 

and touring excursions for day trips 
and private parties.  So call the shop 
and ask Benjamin about our “Vacation 
Budget Saver” tour packages.  Also, 
we’re putting out newsletters and 
video fishing reports on our web 
page, YouTube and of course, in our 
newsletters.  Just fire me an email and 
I’ll get you connected!

Until next week, don’t forget to kiss 
your fish!

You can find us at our web page: 
Masterbaiters.com.mx, Instagram is 
#masterbaiterssportfishing as well. Our 
shop number is (+52) 209 1128.  Our 
email is: Catchfish@masterbaiters.com.
mx and as always Master Baiter’s (™) 
is registered and owned by Stan Gabruk 
and is the sole owner of the company. 
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Ronnie Bravo
Ron can be found at CANMEX 
Computers. www.RonnieBravo.com 
Sales, Repairs, Data Recovery, 
Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware upgrades, 
Graphic Design, House-calls available. 
Cellular 322-157-0688 or just email to 
Canmex@Gmail.com

Ok… so you’ve decided on your 
new computer and you head to the 
cash register (if buying in a store) 
or click checkout - if buying online.  
Here is where the retailer tries to load 
on “extras” to your new computer 
purchase.  Much like on a new car 
purchase and their all-weather mats or 
cold weather package, computer extras 
often are not needed, but get piled on 
as costly “options”.

In the computer world, these can 
come in the form of 5-year antivirus 
protection or in-store extended 
warranties.  Before you agree to 
“extras” at the checkout, take a deep 
breath, step back from your excitement 
and look at things realistically.  
Windows 10 has a very good built-in 
antivirus now… so for the average 
user, extra paid antivirus is not needed.

We know in great detail the warranty 
and extended warranty available on 
a new car.  But when it comes to a 
new computer, I think people are just 
excited to get the new toy home and 
see how fast it is compared to their old 
museum-ready computer. 

All name brand computer 
manufacturers give a 1-year warranty 
- parts and labor.  HP, Dell, and Sony 
have good warranty track records 
here in Mexico.  HP even has on-site 
warranty for some models.  

Hardware warranties
On-site warranty is where the HP 

tech comes to you!  At the end of the 
day, how the manufacturer honors their 
warranty makes all the difference.

But never buy a BestBuy or retail 
store’s extended warranty.  They just 
“re-sell” you the same manufacturers’ 
extended warranty with a 150% 
mark-up on it.  Always get the 
extended warranty directly with the 
manufacturer.  Don’t worry about 
trying to figure out how to buy the 
extended warranty direct from the 
manufacturer… they load a nagging 
app on new computers to get you to 
buy this extended warranty, very soon 
after the initial boot ups.

I’ve seen VERY good warranty 
service from HP Mexico personally.  A 
few years ago, my then 8-month old HP 
laptop developed a failing motherboard.  
I looked up my paperwork on it and 
called HP.  After some testing on the 
phone they were satisfied about the 
problems I initially reported.  I was 
given my golden “orden de servicio” 
and told to call back in a day or two 
to be given the DHL shipping number 
for the empty box being sent by HP to 
send in my laptop to Guadalajara for 
warranty repair.

Long story short, HP did a very good 
job.  HP only had the laptop in their 
labs for 3 working days.  

That includes for testing to verify the 
old motherboard was failing, locating 
and installing the new motherboard to 
fit my model of laptop, and testing to 
ensure all was good again.  Another 2 
working days for shipping and I was 
back up and running.

Unfortunately the same cannot be 
said for some other manufacturers here.  
Acer has a terrible track record for 
doing warranty repair work in Mexico.  
I have one client who sent their laptop 
in to Acer for warranty and 3 months 
went by and still no word of a returning, 
working laptop.  The client ended 
up going to Profeco [the consumer 
protection bureau], but that did not 
get things resolved.  She ended up just 
buying a new laptop in the interim. 

If you live here most of the year, you 
may want to consider purchasing your 
next laptop here as opposed to saving 
a few dollars and buying in the US.  
With the exchange being around 20:1, 
a $9000-peso mid-range laptop is only 
$450 US in reality.  Also, warranties 
for most laptops bought in the US 
do not have “worldwide” warranty 
coverage.  Having someone “mule” 
your dead laptop up to the US for 
warranty work, is a big pain.

If you do have a warranty claim, what 
about your important documents and 
photos?  If you can back up any data, 
before sending your computer in for 
warranty work, you should.  Of course, 
it is always best if you’ve been doing 
backups as you go, to avoid a “crisis” 
point. Manufacturers cover their butts 
very well on client’s data.  If you check 
on the websites of any brand name 
computer manufacturer under warranties, 
you’ll find an average of 6 pages of fine 
print.  Buried deep in there is a line that 
everyone should be aware of. 

“IF CUSTOMER’S DATA IS 
ALTERED OR LOST DUE TO 
ANY TROUBLE, FAILURE 
OR MALFUNCTION OF THE 
HARDWARE OR OTHER STORAGE 
DEVICES AND THE DATA 
CANNOT BE RECOVERED; THE 
MANUFACTURER SHALL NOT 
BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGE 
OR LOSS OF DATA, OR ANY 
OTHER DAMAGE RESULTING 
THEREFROM.”  There it is... your 
data.  The manufacturer will not be 
responsible for your Aunt Mary’s 75th 

birthday party pictures, or that copy of 
your 2016 tax return files. 

And what about extended 
warranties?  We all hear about them, 
but most people do not get the extended 
coverage.  I think it’s money well spent 
- especially for laptops!  The average 
cost of an extra 2 years’ warranty (for 
a total of 3 years) is around $150. US. 

To put that in perspective, if you 
have a failed motherboard or a bad 
screen on a laptop after the 1-year 
mark, and you don’t have the extended 
warranty, it’ll run you $150-$250. 
US to have either of those fixed.  The 
extended warranty really is so worth it, 
if it’s from a reliable manufacturer.  

One note about the fine print 
of computer screen and also TV 
warranties.  Just because you may 
have a bad pixel (odd color dot on 
the screen) it does not necessarily fall 
into the warranty covered category.  
Standard industry practice is that you 
must have at least 5 bad pixels on your 
computer screen or TV, in order for 
it to be a warranty issue.  You’ll see 
some unknown brands of dirt cheap 
flat screen TV’s out there.  BEWARE!  
Ask about the warranty before buying 
that “incredible” deal!! 

I’ve been asked about some 
real cheap (and never heard of 
manufacturer names) TVs I’ve seen in 
stores around town here, and they only 
had 6 months warranty!  (IF you can 
find the manufacturer when you need 
them).  If a company doesn’t have 
faith in their product… why should 
you?  If the price seems too good to be 
true... it probably is!

That’s all my time for now.  If 
you’d like to download this article 
or previous ones, you can do so at 
www.RonnieBravo.com and click on 
“articles”.  See you again next week... 
until then, remember: only safe 
Internet! AND stay safe personally 
by staying home as much as possible 
AND using a mask when out!
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Solution on Page 28

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row, 
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box). 

Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits 
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain 
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.

It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might 
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline 
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.

SUDOKU!
Sudoku is a logic-based placement puzzle

The New York Times Tuesday Crossword Puzzle

Solution on Page 28
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