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NOTE:

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never 
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at 
the maps on this page, you will note that PV  (as the locals call it) is on 
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - 
one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of 
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the 
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre 
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in 
the Pacific.  Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but 
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.  
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the 
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

You are here, finally! 
We wish you a warm

yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from your 
account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money at 
your hotel.  Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.

WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything 
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a 
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed 
version of all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned 
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa, 
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that 
the original “small town” flavor is maintained downtown, in 
the Old Town and on the South Side.

DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican vacation 
must inevitably lead to an encounter with Moctezuma’s 
revenge is just that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto 
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for 
human consumption. It is one of only two cities in Mexico that 
can boast of such accomplishment. True, the quality of the 
water tested at the purification plant varies greatly from what 
comes out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On 
the other hand, most large hotels have their own purification 
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you 
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled 
water just about anywhere.

EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often 
fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta. 
Many would like to bring it back with them, but believe that the 
laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to 
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for 
more info: 293-3690.

LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take 
one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. Before 
boarding, make sure you have a map and take note of the 
places you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten path. 
Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes you. And 
don’t worry - this is a safe place.

that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates 
per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by 
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown, 
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so 
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free 
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the 
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget 
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help 
you check it out or lodge a complaint.

Uber has also been available in PV for the past year or so.  
Download their app in your smartphone.

TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time, 
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the 
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La Cruz 
de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc.  North 
of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on 
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.

TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long 
distance calls from your hotel room. Some establishments 
charge as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!

CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from the U.S. and 
Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and 
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322, 
then the seven digit number of the person you’re calling. Omit 
the prefix if dialling a land line.

LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 15%-20% of the bill 
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids, 
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices 
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In 
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the 
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave, 
ask «La cuenta, por favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.

MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate 
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio), 
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners.  Better 

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION:  350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny 

days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and the 
rainy season extends from late June to early October.

FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety 
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer, 
raccoon, etc.

SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine 
National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where 
diving is allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of 
any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit of 
the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter. 
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected species, arrive to 
its shores to lay their eggs.

ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism, 
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture, 
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon, 
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.

CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in 
Mexico although Canadian and American dollars are widely 
accepted.

BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes. 
Current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and passengers 
must purchase a new ticket every time they board another 
bus. There are no “transfers”.

TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the 
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with 
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want 
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you 
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver 
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions 
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you 
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds 
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port 

Welcome

Anna Reisman / Joe Harrington

Ronnie Bravo / Harriet Murray

Krystal Frost / Stan Gabruk

Tommy Clarkson / Nicole Martin
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Two Cheers for Monzón Brewing! All are invited to celebrate two 
years of creating delicious craft beer in Vallarta.

Monzón’s 2nd birthday party will feature discounts on beer, door 
prizes, a special food menu, a limited release anniversary glass, 
craft beer pong, and more. 

  
Monzón Brewing Company is celebrating two years of brewing craft 

beer in Vallarta, and it’s time to raise a toast!  All are welcome on 
Saturday, August 3rd, from 5 to 10 p.m. at Monzón Brewing Company, 
239 Venustiano Carranza, in Vallarta’s Emiliano Zapata neighborhood. 

“TWO YEARS!  We can’t believe our success,” says Monzón co-
founder Miranda, “We are so thrilled to share this milestone with 
everyone in Vallarta.  Let’s party!” 

Here’s some of the fun in store for those who want to swing by and 
raise a glass:

· VIP Reception! Doors will open early at 4PM for members of 
Monzón’s pint club, Storm Chasers. Come hang with the best staff in 
Vallarta and toast to two years!

· You enter? YOU WIN! Door prizes will be awarded to the first 100 
to arrive– this year’s goodies include discounts on beers and merch, 
and even some freebies! Come early and discover what you’ve won!

· Special edition anniversary glass! A fun new commemorative 
Monzón glass will be available, granting purchasers discounted refills 
on all beers, all night long!

· Two new beer releases! Monzón will be unveiling two new 
delicious creations at this event… but you’ll have to be there to find 
out what they are.

· Craft Beer Pong! Grab your best beer buddy and compete for the 
title of BEER PONG CHAMPION. 

There’s lots more in store for everyone, so don’t miss your chance to 
be part of this fantastic celebration.  Keep an eye on Monzón’s Facebook 
page for updates: https://www.facebook.com/MonzónBrewing/ 

Monzón’s Mission:
Why do we brew?  To craft beer and experiences that make the world 

feel like a smaller place.  To inspire others with genuine taste derived 
from local and innovative ingredients that culminate in curious beers.  
To give back to the community via a commitment to the environment 
and local non-profits.  Why do we brew?  To save you from boring beer.
For more information or press inquiries, please contact Melissa Tropp 
at Curious Relations: troppy@curiousrelations.com 
or (312) 316-1736.
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This past 8th of March 2019, Puerto Vallarta lost a legend.  A woman 
who so many looked up to.  A woman who had philanthropy running 
through her blood.  A controversial mysterious woman who always had 
a vision and a mission.  And… her missions were always accomplished!  
The world is a better place because of Janice Chatterton who touched 
so many lives.

Her daughter Paula Castañeda has been left that legacy and like her 
Mother, it is now her and her children’s mission to make sure Hacienda 
San Angel continues to thrive, grow and cater to the special guests all 
who are treated like VIP better than ever now because… Mom would 
have wanted that!  The doors to Hacienda San Angel are now wide 
open and Paula and her team of enchanting concierges invite locals 
and tourists alike to come and view the magic that is still happening in 
every corner of this iconic destination nestled high up above the church 
of Guadalupe on the narrow cobble stone streets of Puerto Vallarta 
where you will find one of the world´s most elegant and romantic 
luxury boutique hotels. 

¨Many thanks to HSA guests for your patronage over the years.  And a 
very sincere thank you to all who have reached out with heartwarming 
sentiments and stories about my mother.  It has taken some time to be 
able to publicly acknowledge the loss of my Mother, Janice Chatterton, 
creator and founder of the Hacienda San Angel Boutique Hotel and 
the Gourmet Restaurant.  Mom was an amazing force in her lifetime 
that is impossible to sum up in words.  Daily I walk the paths of the 
Hacienda enveloped in my Mother’s presence all around me.  We are 
committed to keeping true to my Mother’s vision as she wanted it!  My 
children and I will strive to carry forward Mom’s legacy and beauty 
of the Hacienda as one of the ways we will keep her spirit alive for 
all of us.  Thanks to my Mother’s passion for antiques, inspiration 
and ambitious energy, multitudes will continue to bask in the beauty 
and delight in the flavors of HSA Gourmet for years to come!  I am 
honored to and look forward to meeting more friends and patrons who 
have shared this vision with my mother.  Thank you again for your 
patronage keeping her memory and legacy alive.” - Paula Castañeda

The making of Hacienda San Angel

Janice and Paula

Janice touched so many lives with the creation of a masterpiece 
of a hotel and opening up the Puerto Vallarta SPCA.  Enjoy some 
memories and comments from her supporters and friends. 

Here are a few cherished words sent by persons who were touched 
by Janice´s passion. 

“Janice Chatterton’s influence in PV was profound, and it goes 
beyond saving abused and homeless animals. As you well know, 
there’s lots of science that documents the human animal bond and 
how our lives are so enriched by having animals be a part of it. Janice 
understood the importance of reaching young people, knowing that 
learning to be kind to animals at a young age then is related to being 
kind to one another. Hacienda San Angel is a special place. The 
moment you step inside you are hugged by history. A warmth envelopes 
you, which is Mexican culture from a bygone era. You are surrounded 
by and living with the furniture and trinkets that are hundreds of years 
old. Each has their own story, which now you – as a guest – are a 
part of. It’s true, many of the pieces here were owned by dignitaries 
and celebrities, maybe even Royalty. The mariachis performing at 
Hacienda San Angel´s restaurant aren’t “tourist mariachis,” they are 
the real deal. Not only do they represent excellent musicianship, their 
strolling performances is what those dignitaries and celebrities might 
have experienced more than a century ago.” - Steve Dale 

https://www.stevedalepetworld.com
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Beyond PV

“She’s really gone. Pancho sat at her bedroom door and 
I was sitting on the floor behind him, crying of course. 
He didn’t cross the threshold; I imagine Janice was sitting on the bed 
telling Pancho to stay and comfort me. That’s something she would do.  
I’ll miss you furrever I love you, boss.

My heart is broken.  Today they lay to rest my boss, my friend, my 
confidant, my mentor, my ‘other’ mom, MY rescuer.  At a time in my life 
when I had no reason at all I found purpose.  She gave me purpose.  The 
SPCA PV gave me purpose.  I found my passion.  My heart started to beat 
again and it beat hard and fast and strong.  I’ve been crying ever since 
and if you are a rescuer you know why and I wouldn’t forsake one tear.  
I can’t look around my home without seeing a trace of her in everything.  
Morado, my heart dog, Chilo, my life, Paz, my breath. Noelle, another 
‘challenge’ she entrusted to me to either love forever or love until... 
One morning I ran and woke you up, I was crying, ‘what’s wrong?’ 
you asked, ‘nothing i said, I have no pain!’, and you cried with me.  I 
shared everything with you, and you listened.  Sometimes you would 
advise me, sometimes you would shake your head at me, sometimes 
you would comfort me, sometimes you would cry right along with me. 

We talked about the wins, the losses, and we shared our regrets.  
We would argue and yell, and then we would share a dessert.  It wasn’t 
personal, it never was, it was business, serious business, it was rescue. 

I am the rescuer I am because of you.  Because of the opportunities 
you offered me, because of the love you gave me, because of the passion 
and fire we shared. ‘Oh god Janice’, I’d say, ‘this is so hard.’  

‘It’s not for sissies’, she said back. ‘Nope, it’s not’. Thank you for 
giving me my life back.  Thank you for every life saved.  

Thank you for the brutal honesty.  Thank you for your love and 
compassion.  Thank you for your never ending generosity.  I will miss 
you forever. I love you so much. 

How do you thank someone who has taken you from crayons to 
perfume ...?” -  Stephanie Dubinsky

“Janice, I thought you were invincible and would be my mentor for 
the rest of my life! My time spent with you at Hacienda San Angel 
brainstorming about how we could bring more people to the sanctuary 
while we enjoyed a filet mignon in the restaurant was iconic and I 
cherish the memories. I know you would be very proud of the work 
Paula is doing and your staff are working harder than ever in your 
honor to keep Hacienda San Angel Grand. Every time I visit I say hi 
to Pancho and he kisses me. He is doing very well, yes missing you but 
he is getting loads of love. Rest in peace magnificent lady. You are my 
inspiration. Thank you for letting me serve you. It was and will always 
be my greatest honor.” - Nicole Martin

A past filled with glamour and romance has led to a present 
brimming with intimate sophistication at hacienda San Angel thanks 
to the passion of Janice Chatterton and now Paula who will make 
sure Hacienda San Angel serves you and your loved ones better than 
ever.  You will still be greeted by your furr host Pancho, Janice´s prize 
poodle who will kiss your hand upon arrival if the concierge has not 
already led you to your room or dining table to enjoy!

Thank you for sharing in our passion and living the legend created 
by Janice Chatterton: Hacienda San Angel. 
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Anna Reisman

Deja New Consignment is moving!
Stop by the original location for great savings!

Everything is on sale! 20-50% off now through August 2.
Look for us in our new location August 5,

at the corner of Jacarandas & V Carranza, just a few doors away 
from 280 Jacarandas.  Cell: (322) 157-4965.

Firstly, I want to thank all of you who responded 
to my statement that “none of my close friends 
and relatives read my weekly blather in this 
publication”, taking the time to send me emails 
to prove to me that it was not so.… you know who you are.  

I thank you sincerely, you are most kind, but as I do not 
know any of you personally, the statement stands.  

There are still people who complain to the Mirror -whether 
on its Facebook page or by emails- about the “excessive” 
space devoted to animals and the organizations that try to 
help them.  The way I look at it, either they’re new to this 
town and the way its publications function, or … I don’t 
know.  

This is something that has been addressed in the Mirror on 
various occasions, and I remember that it was in the Tribune 
as well, back when I used to write for it.  Local publications 
can only promote that which they are aware of (please forgive 
the use of a preposition at the end of the statement).  If the 
many and varied organizations created to help humans would 
inform the media of their work, their accomplishments, their 
needs, perhaps there would be greater response and support 
from the community.  Most of them don’t.  If you look at 
the list of non-profit orgs listed at www.puertovallarta.
net/fast_facts/non-profit.php, you will note that you’ve 
probably only heard of a handful of them.  That’s because 
the others do not have any kind of communication with the 
media, either because they’re too small and lack the know-
how or awareness needed to inform us of their needs or 
perhaps because they do not think that our English-speaking 
readers can or would help them.  Again: I don’t know for 
sure.  I do know that animals, like children, cannot speak 
for themselves.  Perhaps that is why organizations such as 
Pasitos de Luz, Corazon de Niñas, RISE, the SPCA, the 
PuRR Project, the Acopio and AngeliCat are so predominant 
in their articles - and posts on Facebook.  Makes sense to me.

Before I forget, if you want to have a fabulous brunch, in the 
beautiful, elegant setting of Hacienda San Angel, seriously 
consider attending the SPCA’s fundraiser this Saturday – 
especially if you’re an animal lover.  You will NOT be sorry.  
Trust me!

Most of the people I know, who love Vallarta, already do or 
would love to “give back”, “pay forward” or whatever you 
want to call it.  They want to thank Vallarta somehow for the 
happiness they’ve experienced here, whether with time or 
money or both.  But in order to do so, they have to be aware 
of the various local organizations they can choose from.

Personally, after living here for a few months, and realizing 
that I could not change the country –or the town for that 
matter, I figured I would downsize.  Over the last two decades, 
I’ve “adopted” three families (of humans) and some 20 four-
legged furries.  I do what I can, I’m a very happy camper, 
and I will just have to work a little harder at NOT responding 
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to some of the incredibly stupid, sarcastic, supercilious 
posts I read sometimes on the various Facebook pages that 
promote the Mirror.

One of the things I have not been successful at controlling 
is my response to that voice, the one that still speaks to me 
every time I want a ticket to enter the parking lot at Plaza 
Caracol.  I don’t know what kind of man they hired to record 
his incredibly irritating, condescendingly-toned “Take your 
ticket” (in Spanish of course), followed by “Go ahead” once 
you’ve taken the ticket -  as if people wouldn’t know to 
go ahead once the gate lifts, if he didn’t tell them to do so.  
Same thing when you want to check out of the lot.  Irritating 
doesn’t start to describe that voice, especially when you 
have to hear it every time you go to that shopping mall.  One 
time, I remember yelling at the stupid little machine where 
the owner of the voice has been hiding for the past few 
years, I yelled “Ya, callate!” (Shut up already, in English).  
The people in the car behind mine heard me.  They burst out 
laughing and applauded.  I guess it’s irritating a lot of folks.

Although I’ve always believed in fair competition, I have 
a confession to make: because my lil’ old Tracker has been 
in the shop lately, I’ve opened an Uber account.  And you 
know what?  I am really enjoying the fact that they show 
up within a few minutes, with a clean air-conditioned car, 
and the rates are truly reasonable.  I live near the Sitio 9 taxi 
“stand” at the corner of Basilio Badillo and Aguacate, but 
they never answer the phone and the taxis associated to that 
site park wherever they want, illegally, blocking paid-for 
off-street parking spots.  Not nice.

My friends and I are planning to go to the Botanical 
Gardens one of these days, so I’ll tell you whether or not 
the spectacular electrical rainstorms we’ve been getting 
lately (finally!) have generated any new potholes along the 
southern section of Highway 200.  (One thing I’m pretty 
sure of is that the decade-old Puerto Vallarta population sign 
there hasn’t been updated…)

And by the way, if you want to do your bit about stopping 
the construction of the “hydroelectric dam” an unscrupulous 
developer wants to build there, please do sign the various 
petitions that hope to do so.  Look for them on Facebook.  
You do NOT have to be a Mexican citizen to do it!  You just 
have to care, for all the unbelievable flora and fauna in that 
area, both of which would be severely damaged if the bribes 
overcome the good senses of the authorities.

Have a great week and make sure that your Mirror always 
reflects a happy, healthy you.  

Hasta la próxima vez.  sheis@ymail.com
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Joe Harrington

Is an internationally published author and documentary filmmaker. He can be reached with a comment or criticism 
at JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com  Artwork by Bob Crabb.

Joe Harrington

MOVIES: Starting watching a 
Netflix series a week ago.  The show 
is called Longmire. The location is 
Wyoming, the time now.  Longmire 
is the name of the sheriff of Absaroka 
– a fictional place that’s county line 
to the north abuts Montana.  This has 
been on for six seasons for a total of 
72 presentations.  The murder rate 
in this county would make the stats 
of deaths-per-hundred-thousand of 
Detroit look good. 

The first show aired on A&E in 
2012.  The finale aired in 2017.  
This is the way I like to watch an 
intriguing show – meaning not 
having to wait an eternity between 
airings. For instance, I hated having 
to wait between each episode of 
Monk – a show that went on to the 

startling total of 125 episodes, all 
well done. on the opposite side, 
I binged watched Breaking Bad, 
seeing the entire series in three days. 
Of course, that was in the winter 
when there was snow on the ground 
and not much to do.  So my wife and 
I are only watching three Longmire 
shows a night.

The series is based on the Walt 
Longmire Mysteries -- novels by the 
best-selling author Craig Johnson. 
Longmire became the highest-rated 
original drama series on A&E. For 
some strange reason, after the end of 
the third season in 2014, A&E did not 
renew the series. Netflix picked it up, 
starting with season four.  

The show stars Robert Taylor, 
Katee Sackhoff, Adam Bartley, 

Cassidy Freeman, Bailey Chase and 
Lou Diamond Phillips (an Indian 
who owned of the Red Pony saloon in 
the heart of Cherokee country.) 

Well worth watching with some 
creative plotlines and good acting.  
Still have four dozen to watch so can 
only hope the energy and creativity 
stays solid. 

&MADNESS: U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) officials 
released a report last Tuesday that 
the Trump administration proposed 
to tighten food stamp restrictions 
cutting approximately 3.1 million 
people from the program.  If enacted, 
the rule would save the federal 
government about $2.5 billion a year.

Donald Trump argued that many 
Americans do not need the program 
given the strong economy and 
low unemployment, and should be 
removed as a way to save taxpayers 
as much as $15 billion.  Don’t know 
where POTUS got the 15 billion figure, 
I got the 2.5 billion number from the 
USDA.  Fifteen billion is six times two 
and a half billion.  Six times used in 
exaggeration is what I have come to 
think of as the Trump Factor – another 
name for Hyperbole Supreme.

A Trump-backed effort to pass 
new restrictions through the Farm 
Bill was blocked by Congress last 
year, following a months-long, 
partisan debate. The Congressional 
Budget Office (CBO) in December 
estimated the rule could save the 
federal government $8.1 billion 
from 2019 to 2028, lower than the 
USDA’s estimate.  In 2016, the CBO 
said arguments against the change 
included concerns that it would 
eliminate benefits for households 
in difficult financial situations and 
increase the complexity and time 
involved in verifying information 
on SNAP applications.  The SNAP 
program provides food stamps to just 
about 40 million Americans.

To sum up: This administration 
- which spearheaded the Tax and 

Reform bill – which is costing more 
than a trillion dollars a year in lost tax 
revenue – wants to stick it to about 
40 million Americans who have the 
outrageous problem of wanting to eat. 

On another note: This past week 
Bernie Sanders rode a bus into 
Canada filled with diabetic people.  
Why?  To show vividly that the 
drug they need costs 10% of what it 
cost in the U.S.  He also pointed out 
that the American Pharmaceutical 
industry made a profit of 69 billion 
(as in BILLION) last year.   I thought 
taking on the drug companies was one 
of Trump’s campaign promises. 

Onward to another note: White 
House policy adviser Stephen 
Miller was interviewed by Fox News 
anchor Chris Wallace last Sunday.  

When questioned about the audience 
members at a Trump rally who chanted, 
“Send her back” Miller claimed they 
were like other “patriotic members” 
who are “tired of being beat up” by left-
leaning members of Congress, Miller 
claimed that Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez (D-NY) had “profoundly 
outraged” him as an American Jew 
by calling border detention centers 
“concentration camps.”

Wallace pointed out that the 
president has been even more critical 
of America than the four progressive 
congresswomen, highlighting a series 
of comments saying, “Why is what 
those congresswomen have said, in 
general, any worse than what you  
heard Donald Trump say - President 
Obama is ignorant, this country is 
killers, on and on?  Nobody has any 
problem with what the president’s 
policies have been, it’s when he goes 
into stoking racial fears.  I’ve never 
called any of his tweets racist, but 
there’s no question that he is stoking 
racial divisions.”

Trump has never said “Kick her 
out” to Nancy Pelosi who has been 
a much bigger thorn in POTUS’ side 
than AOC.  Of course, Pelosi doesn’t 
wear a Burka or Hijab or Niqab or 
Chador or Khimar. 
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Act II’s popular live musical comedy 
show, Twist & Shout, was invited to 
perform at the Spotlight Club in Ajijic last 
week!  Pedro Islas, the show’s creator, who 
also portrays “Tony the Jaguar,” tells us 
that it was a “magical” evening, with much 
fun and laughter.  He said it was especially 
funny when his partner, “Sarah Lee” (played 
by Faride Talamas) was dancing and came 
down so hard on the floor that her heel fell 
off of her shoe!  The audience thought it was 
a planned part of the show and everyone 
laughed hilariously!

Twist & Shout is performed in English every 
Saturday evening at Act II and combines a 

Led Zeppelin was an English rock band 
formed in 1968.   With heavy, guitar-driven 
songs such as “Black Sabbath” and “Deep 
Purple,” the Led Zeppelin band became 
known as one of the originators of heavy 
metal music.  Their musical style had a 
wide variety of influences, including blues, 
psychedelia and folk music.

Fabulous Friday, July 26 
8:30 - El Ornitorrinco (The Platypus), 
Comedia Sexual … MUY Sexual 
(A Sexual Comedy…. VERY Sexual)  
Super Saturday, July 27  
7:30 - Twist & Shout, a delightful song, 
dance and shtick show, with LIVE MUSIC, 
full of 50’s and 60’s music!  
Terrific Tuesday, July 30 (no cover charge) 
8:00 - Bob’s Karaoke Party, 
the best Karaoke in the Bay!    
Wonderful Wednesday, July 31 
7:30 - “Best of ABBA & Elton John,” 
featuring 2019 Best Band award, Us Two.  
Terrific Thursday, August 1 
8:00 - “A Tribute to Led Zeppellin,” featuring 
Tequila Rush, one of the premier bands of Vallarta  
Fabulous Friday, August 2 
8:30 - El Ornitorrinco (The Platypus) - 
an adult stage play (Spanish)

Local Bands Coming Soon:

Show Schedule (July 26-Aug 2):

Tickets are available at act2pv.com!

Act II’s Summer Concert Series this week features:

Lollipop – Thursday, August 8 
Sal de Mar – Thursday, August 15 

Us Two and the Band – Thursday, August 22. 

#1 Cabaret, Theater and Concert Venue 
~ Trip Advisor 

#2 in “Things to Do” in Puerto Vallarta 
~ Trip Advisor 

#1 Entertainment Venue! 
~ Vallarta Tribune “Best of Vallarta” 

Reader’s Poll

delightful story with lots of jukebox hits from 
the 50s and 60s, including songs such as I 
Wanna Be Loved By You, Can’t Take My Eyes 
Off of You, Be My Baby, Lollipop, I Only Want 
to Be With You, Twist and Shout... and more!  
Pedro and Faride are professional actors/
musicians and have received rave reviews 
about this show.  Everyone agrees that it is 
definitely a “feel-good” type of show, and is 
perfect entertainment for anyone who loves 
rock and roll music!

“Pedro and Faride in the original show 
Twist and Shout were so amazing. They sang 
all music from the 50’s and 60’s in a cute 
story about a finale in a singing competition 

between the two main characters. They were 
talented, hilarious, and they had such great 
chemistry together on stage. Everyone was 
dancing in their seats to the songs, too!” ~ 
Chad S, TripAdvisor

Featuring Tequila Rush, 
one of Vallarta’s premier bands

Thursday, August 1 – 8 p.m. (ONE NIGHT ONLY!)

Comprised of accomplished musicians 
who have been together for 3 years, Tequila 
Rush has a HUGE following all around the 
bay! Some of their songs are available on 
YouTube, and  Led Zeppelin is one of their 
favorite inspirations.  Tequila Rush performs 
regularly at hotels and restaurants, as well 
as parties and events all over Vallarta.   The 
band performed this show recently to a sold-
out audience at the Roxy and received rave 
reviews!  They are excited about having 
the opportunity to perform this wonderful 
tribute show once again! 
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After its incredibly successful, SOLD-OUT 
RUN this year, Us Two is thrilled to be able 
to present their #1 show, “The Best of ABBA 
and Elton John” during the summer season! 
In a musical tribute to the timeless music 
of two unforgettable acts, ABBA and Elton 
John, which began in the 1970’s, UsTwo will 
perform songs that you remember, such as 
Mama Mia, Dancing Queen, Chiquitita, Sad 
Song, Candle in the Wind, and Rocket Man, and 
many more. Their repertoire changes with each 
performance, but these amazing vocalists (and 
their live band) will treat you to an unforgettable 
evening of music and an evening to remember!  
ABBA and its flamboyant costumes and catchy 
music, is considered to be one of the top musical 
groups in history, having sold over 500 million 
albums! Elton John first became famous for his 
oversize glasses and outrageous outfits, but his 
enduring popularity and incredible talent have 

Twist & Shout, Act II’s hugely popular 
“sleeper hit” of the season, returns to the Red 
Room on Saturday nights this summer! Take a 
journey back to the time of poodle skirts and 
rock ‘n roll, with the dynamic duo of Pedro Islas 

Bob’s Karaoke Party is the most popular, most 
welcoming and most FUN karaoke party in the 
Bay!  Happy Hour Drink Specials are offered 
from 6:00 - 8:00 PM, and free karaoke begins 
at 8:00 PM!  Our beautiful Encore Lounge has 
a fully-stocked, air-conditioned bar, and features 
the BEST KARAOKE in town! It’s the place 
where many of your favorite singers/actors from 
your favorite shows pop in to sing with the locals!  
We love for everyone to get the chance to sing!  It 
doesn’t matter if you are by yourself or are afraid 
to get up on the stage.... You are totally welcome to 
just drop in and listen to other people sing, while 
you relax in the friendly, welcoming atmosphere... 
and make new friends!  Plus, many aspiring actors 
that are now appearing in Act II’s productions 
have been “discovered” at Act II’s Karaoke Party! 
We invite you to join your hosts, Marsha Ward 
Ross and Danny Mininni, every Tuesday 
evening during the summer, for a totally fun and 
COOL evening!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“So when first moving to Puerto Vallarta, I was in 
search of a theater. I was invited personally by the 
owner to come to karaoke nights. I was introduced 
to amazing locals and have since made great 
friends and found a home in the Act II family.” 

Act II’s Continuing Shows

featuring Us Two (and their LIVE BAND) 
Winner, “Best Band 2019” 

Every Wednesday - 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are available at act2pv.com

featuring Juke Box Hits from the 50’s and 60’s  
Every Saturday - 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are available at www.act2pv.com

“One of Act II’s most popular events” 
Every Tuesday - 8 to midnight 
Happy Hour - 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

(No Cover Charge)

and Faride Talama who present a high-energy, 
hilarious musical comedy, with such songs such 
as I Wanna Be Loved By You, Can’t Take My Eyes 
Off of You, Be My Baby, Lollipop, I Only Want to 
Be With You, Twist and Shout... and more!  You 
will want to get up and dance along with them! 
This unforgettable show has a unique format and 
is full of singing, comedy, and DANCING to 
the rhythms that changed the world! Tickets are 
available at www.act2pv.com!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Twist and Shout. Saw this fantastic show 
opening week! ... We had such a great time with 
this show! From start to finish it was a fun feel 
good time. The two performers were spot on in 
voice and dancing. High energy from two adorable 
actors that have amazing chemistry. We are going 
to try to see it again before end of its run. Definitely 
recommend for an upbeat good time.”

earned him five Grammy awards, induction into 
the Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame, and sales of 
more than 300 million+ albums! Together, these 
two acts epitomized the soft rock/pop musical 
sounds that became hugely popular in the 
70’s, and is still loved around the world today.  
This Vegas-style cabaret show has propelled 
Us Two into the #1 spot in Puerto Vallarta 
entertainment! Shows sell out -- get your tickets 
now at www.act2pv.com!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Saw the ABBA/Elton John show tonight @
Act 2. Many of the best songs from Mama Mia 
and Elton John’s classics. Both performers have 
outstanding Broadway worthy voices and stage 
presence that is not only entertaining but deep down 
heartwarming. I didn’t want to see the show come 
to an end! If you like Elton and ABBA...do not 
miss this show while in PV. The instrumentalists, 
ie, keyboardist, guitarists, and drummer were so 
talented they could be a show themselves!”
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El Ornitorrinco es una obra sobre las 
relaciones de pareja en los tiempos de redes 
sociales posmodernismo. Cuenta la historia 
de Ana y Paco, quienes tienen una relación 
de varios años. Ana está trabajando en 
su tesis sobre el ornitorrinco, un curioso 
animal inclasificable y exótico.

Paco rompe la cotidianidad de la relación 
cuando le plantea a Ana la posibilidad 
de abrir la pareja. Esto desencadena 
una discusión en torno a esos deseos 
de experimentación, y se plantean la 
posibilidad de experimentar en el campo 
sexual, redescubriendo sus pasiones, 
miedos y realidades, como la infidelidad.  
Presentando por Nixtehá Sosa, Andres 
Vázquez, Omar Lucian, Alberto Sosa, & 
José Esqueda y dirigido por Adriana Millán.

Recomendado solo para adultos
(Realizado en español)

Comedia Sexual … MUY Sexual 
(A Sexual Comedy…. VERY Sexual) 

Produced by Eureka Productions. Show Dates:  
Fridays - July 19 & 26, August 2 & 9 - 8:30 p.m.  

Tickets are available at www.act2pv.com

Are You an Actor? Dancer? Singer?  
Auditions for all of next season’s 

shows are available right now.  Act II is 
specifically looking for two men for one 
of its musicals at this time.  If you would 
like more information, or are interested in 
auditioning, contact marsha@act2pv.com

(Translation)  The Platypus is a hilarious 
work about relationships in postmodern 
social networks.  It begins with the story of 
Ana and Paco, who have had a loving, but 
boring relationship for several years.  Ana 
is a student, working on her thesis about 
“the platypus,” a curious, unclassifiable and 
exotic animal.  Paco decides to add some 
excitement when he asks Ana about the 
possibility of having an “open” relationship.  

This triggers a discussion around their 
desires for experimentation, and poses the 
possibility of how infidelity could help 
them rediscover their passions, fears and 
realities! Featuring Nixtehá Sosa, Andres 
Vázquez, Omar Lucian, Alberto Sosa, & 
José Esqueda.  Directed by Adriana Millán

Recommended for Adults Only 
(Performed in Spanish)
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Krystal Frost

For questions and comments - Cell: 322 116-9645, 
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

Krystal Frost

It happened that my daughter, 
Melissa, came home from the U.S. 
with a dazzling smile.  It seemed she 
had spent a fortune on a whitening, 
which also seemed an extravaganza on 
a student budget.  Upon questioning 
this she told me she had been using 
organic coconut oil or raw sesame 
seed oil every morning in a process 
called oil pulling, and that’s why her 
teeth are so pearly white.  

Oil pulling is an ancient Ayurvedic 
(traditional medicine from India) 
remedy for oral health and 
detoxification.  It involves the use of 
pure oils as agents for pulling harmful 
bacteria, fungus, and other organisms 

out of the mouth, teeth, gums and 
even throat. Multiple scientific 
studies show the efficacy of oil 
pulling therapy.  One study shows 
that oil pulling with sesame oil 
can boost overall oral health.  
Specifically, using sesame oil as an 
oral health agent helps to reduce the 
amount of germ and bacteria count in 
both teeth plaque and mouth saliva.  
Scientists believe that the lipids in 
the oil both pull out bacteria, as well 
as stop bacteria from sticking to the 
walls of the oral cavity.

Oil pulling may also increase 
saponification in the mouth, creating 
a soapy environment that cleanses 
the mouth as vegetable fat is an 
emulsifier by nature.  Most interesting 
is perhaps the ability of oil to cleanse 
out harmful bacteria, as well as 
reduce fungal overgrowth.  These 
oils also possibly help in cellular 
restructuring, and are related to the 
proper functioning of the lymph 
nodes and other internal organs. 

Benefits of coconut oil pulling for 
oral health include:

- Overall strengthening of the teeth 
and gums and jaws.

- Prevention of diseases of the 
gums and mouth, such as cavities 
and gingivitis.

- Prevention for bad breath
- Holistic remedy for bleeding gums
- Prevention of dryness of the lips, 

mouth and throat.
And get this, girlfriend… if you 

use coconut oil:
- Balance Hormones
- Kill Candida
- Improve Digestion
- Moisturize Skin
- Reduce Cellulite
- Decrease Wrinkles and Age Spots
- Balance Blood Sugar and
  Improve Energy

- Increase HDL and 
  Lower LDL Cholesterol
- Burns Fat
A friend, Cindy, came in last week 

exclaiming she had started the oil 
pulling with organic coconut oil and 
resulted in:

Cleared up her sinus infection after 
3 days

Cured her tooth problem in 20 
days, avoided a root canal

Made her teeth white… and the 
whites of her eyes clear

And, she claims, the planter warts 
she had for years disappeared.

Go figure. 
So, we had to try it and are on a 30-

day “see what happens event…”

How is it done??
The most effective oil pulling is 

done first thing in the morning by 
placing around a tablespoon of pure 
organic coconut or cold pressed 
organic sesame oil (Organic Select) 
into the mouth and swishing the oil 
around the mouth for approximately 
10-15 minutes and then spitting it out 
in (not in the sink or toilet, which it 
could clog).  Then brushing with a 
non-fluoride toothpaste.  I found a 
tablespoon to be quite a mouthful, 
so started about with about half that.  
Then 20-minutes seems like a LONG 
time, but found if I kept myself busy 
with the morning routine, it helps.

First, the oils mix with the saliva, 

turning it into a thin, white liquid.  
Lipids in the oils begin to pull out 
toxins from the saliva.  As the oil is 
swished around the mouth, teeth, gums 
and tongue, the oil continues to absorb 
toxins, and usually ends up turning 
thick and viscous and white.  Once 
the oil has reached this consistency, 
it is spit out before the toxins are 
reabsorbed (YUK!)  We keep paper 
towels on hand for the spit out.

Hey, why not?  Clearly it can’t 
harm you, and any leftover oils can 
be used on your skin.

References:
- Asokan S, Rathan J, Muthu M 

S, Rathna Prabhu V, Emmadi P, 
Raghuraman, Chamundeswari. Effect 
of oil pulling on Streptococcus 
mutans count in plaque and saliva 
using Dentocult SM Strip mutans 
test: A randomized, controlled, triple-
blind study. Journal of Indian Society 
of Pedodontics and Preventive 
Dentistry.  vol 26 issue 1, [[/12-17.

-HV Amith, Anil V Ankola, L 
Nagesh. Effect of oil pulling on 
plaque and gingivitis (PDF). J. Oral 
Health Comm Dent.  1(1):12-18

- Melissa Frost… word of mouth
- Cindy Bouchard… word of mouth
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Harriet Murray

Can be contacted at harriet@casasandvillas.com   www.casasandvillas.com
Harriet Murray

In my opinion, it is most important that you interview and select 
an agent who will represent you, because they have experience here 
representing buyers and not the seller.  This agent should also have 
the degree of ethics and professional behavior, to put you first in this 
transaction.  This is, of course, what you want from an agent, whether 
you are looking at resales or new.  But there is more risk for you buying 
property which does not legally exist when you have an accepted offer.  

The contracts of the developers will not have the elements in them 
which we use in resale contracts.

You and your agent should vet the developers of the properties you 
like.  What does this mean?   What is the developer’s history with 
building here in the market where you are going to own?

Can you find any owners who are willing to talk to you who have 
bought in one of this developers’ completed projects?  

The agent should learn from the listing agent about the requirements 
met in order to have the property in the FBS MLS?  It is not in FBS 
MLS?  Why is it not?  The projects in this system should have provided 
a large amount of information to reduce the risk with the projects.  For 
example, this means the developer has a permit from the city, furnished 
proof or ownership and control of the land, shows construction schedule, 
where funds are coming from to build the project, etc. 

The money you pay will go straight to the developer and not be in 
an escrow account.  In almost all cases, the developer is using your 
money to build the project, not his own.  If he is borrowing money, 
your purchase show note that the developer will pay the loan off to the 
amount needed to release your condo to be transferred with you, with 
no mortgage lien against it.

You need an attorney, hired by you, who is able to review the builder 
contract and give you time to have an opinion of risk.  There is pressure to 
make an offer using the builder contract, giving you little time to make a 
large payment.  Before you do this, the developer agent should work with 

Buying in pre-construction
Mexican Real Estate

your agent to get documents, plus the purchase contract, requested by your 
attorney and give a reasonable time for review and negotiation.  

Your right attorney can work with the developer or his attorney, to add 
protections for you as a buyer.  Law here is codified, so adding some 
important codes for your protection can be important to you later.

Developers are required to have a one-year warranty for PV Projects, 
after they deliver the properties. And they need to run the HOA condo 
association until they can finish the project and get the required condo 
regime and bylaws recorded.  The city issues cadastral numbers to 
enable the city to register your property as private. 

You will have to take delivery of the property when the developer 
notifies you, per the promissory contract.  You need to pay all if not most 
of the purchase price, and you can take possession of your condo.  You 
are under a formal agreement, but you are not owner, until the escrituras 
are ready and the notary is ready to give you a date to close in his office.

You can be very excited about having a new condo which you can 
furnish and, perhaps even make changes while the unit is in construction.  
You remembered to look at the builder standards and equipment he 
promised to put into the unit, because the sales material described it.  
Did your builder give you a set of standards he will follow, a part of our 
entire written agreement?  Granted that all builders reserve the right to 
substitute material or equipment if the promised is not available, or has 
become too expensive.  But, your opinion of what he can substitute, is 
many times different from what the developer thought was adequate for 
your unit.  This is when understanding more about the developer and 
his reputation becomes important.  You may not have any recourse with 
changes the developer makes while building the project.

When you are an owner, you and your fellow owners will take over the 
running of the property through the civil association formed to activate 
your condo regime.  You as owners will decide what the HOA fees need 
to be, after experiencing living in the property. 

You can be happy with your purchase if you are very lucky or if you 
were careful and thorough in your choices, from the time you chose 
your agent. 

This article is based upon legal opinions, current practices and my 
personal experiences in the Puerto Vallarta-Bahia de Banderas areas.  
I recommend that each potential buyer or seller conduct his own due 
diligence and review.      
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Stan Gabruk (Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

On a weekly basis we normally 
see gradual changes in our world 
famous fishing grounds.  That didn’t 
hold true this week.  We’ve seen a 
massive invasion of bait throughout 
the area.  Water temps jumped to 
late summer temp levels.  Trash line 
is working now that we’re getting 
some rain, but there is also a lot of 
Seaweed as well, which is not a bad 
thing.  When it comes to fishing, 
conditions are never perfect, but 
with the blue water, a trash line and 
more bait by the minute, great things 
can happen.  First you need to step 
up and check off another Bucket List 
life goal!

Alright, let’s once again start with 
the deep water locations.  What 
we’ve seen is a lot of debris in the 
area.  Seaweed, floating debris 
coming down from the mountains 
via the rain-engorged rivers.  One 
of challenges this week is the drastic 
increase the water temperatures.  
We all know currents and water 
temperatures are the foundation for 
Deep Sea, Big Game fishing.  As 
mentioned we’ve seen the water 
jump from 82 to the present 87 
degrees!  This is getting a little on 
the warm side and is a concern.  With 
drastic temperature increases like 
this, it’s a sign of southern currents 
coming up from South America. 

You’d think this would be a help, but 
when it’s too warm, fish move.  Right 
now the fishing at Corbeteña while 
not bad, has slowed considerably the 
last few days.  Don’t take this as an 
indication of what’s going to happen 
tomorrow because in the next hour 
or so everything could change. So 
this “snapshot” is a fleeting moment, 
keep positive.  Black Marlin are still 
in the 500-lb range, Stripers have 
all but moved out as you’d expect 
with their cooler water preference.  
Sailfish are picking up in numbers 
and size. Yellowfin Tuna have 
probably gone down to cooler water.  
They’re out there, you’ll just need 
to get that downrigger working.  
Normally, 130 to 150 feet is a good 
place to start.  Your electronics will 
tell you what depth to set to, just 
look for the temperature break and 

start there.  My last information was 
they’re still in the 60 to 200-lb range, 
just depends on your luck at the time.  
The whole area between Corbeteña 
and El Banco is like this.  You’ll need 
to move some water which of course 
means burning fuel.  Maybe you 
should “borrow” the wifey’s credit 
card before you head out…  If you 
get in trouble, blame me! 

The whole area from El Moro to 
Punta Mita has plenty of debris and 
seaweed, it’s a Dorado paradise.  
Now you’ll have to take this debris 
in consideration and hold your 
speeds down, especially in the dark 
when heading out.  Dead heads will 
ruin your day, amigos.  The upside 
is anything Dorado-wise is possible.  
For now, we’re seeing many in the 
15 to 20-lb range but there are also 
some larger bulls to 25 lbs.  So keep 
positive, it brings fish!  Sailfish are 
a little heavier in numbers with the 
massive amounts of bait in the area.  
In fact the biggest challenge right 
now is knowing which bait to run!  
With Ballyhoos moving in along 
with Sardines, Goggle Eyes, Flying 
fish, bullet Bonito, Red and green 
runners, your targeted species has 

options.  With these warmer water 
temperatures, the Squid that held 
the YF Tuna’s attention have moved 
out with the currents.  Probably 
heading up Southern California way, 
my friend Sergio Fainsztein from 
Angler Chronicles will be happy to 
hear this!  Rooster fish have been 
boated off Estela Dera, but this may 
have been a few days only.  Sandy 
bottoms in the surf line could be 
an ignored possibility, check it out.  
Blue Marlin for some reason will 
normally be on a heading of 300 to 
310 off Punta Mita, about 12 miles 
off the point, may be something to 
think about when in the area.  For 
now an 8-hour trip can put you on 
fish, amigos!

Inside the bay is what you’d expect 
come this time of the year.  We don’t 
get “big” fish in the bay unless 
something strange happens.  Smaller 
fish are in the bay naturally with a 
reduced species list.  Bonito are in 
the 20 to 30-lb range, Dorado at 15 
lbs. at most are feeding off the trash 
line(s).  Jack Crevalle, normally 
a cold water “Bread and Butter” 
winter species, are still in the bay 
surprisingly enough.  
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www.facebook.com/pages/Master-Baiters-Sportfishing-Tackle/88817121325  

Web page:  www.MasterBaiters.com.mx , Local Ph. at: (044) 322 779 7571 or our international number 
is: 011 52 322 209-1128, 10 to 9 local time.

The trade name Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing and Tackle is protected under trade mark law and is the 
sole property of Stan Gabruk.

Stan Gabruk

Sailfish have been known to strike 
off the Los Arcos area in the deep 
channel there.  Dorado also!  A short 
day in the bay if perfect for the family 
and it’s affordable, call me I’ll show 
how you can keep from breaking the 
piggy bank to enjoy the bay! 

We’re seeing a weird bite.  For 
the next week I’d be at whatever 
fishing grounds you choose early.  
If you can, be there before 08:00 
you’ll give yourself a better chance.  
The late bite is around 2 in the 
afternoon, so who knows, a late 
bite may be the perfect bite!?  With 
water temperatures bouncing off 87 
degrees we’re in the upper “summer 
range”. 91 degrees is the max I can 
remember. Stay tuned for how this 
all plays out next week.  

One thing I always find surprising 
is when there is an abundance of 
bait in the area, dead bait will work 
many times better than live bait or 
lures.  Something to think about.  

If you’re running lures, the old 
reliables are still a good place to start 
- Petroleros, Iguanas and Rapallas 
are a good place to start.  Dorado 
colors don’t hurt. 

With this warm current moving in, 
we should see Black Marlin sizes 
and numbers increasing.  Sailfish 
and Marlin don’t seem to be affected 
much by warm water, Dorado either.  
Yellowfin Tuna on the other hand 
are another thing.  If heading out to 
the deep water locations, make sure 
your boat has electronics, a captain 
that knows how to use them (don’t 
laugh) for the temperature break and a 
working downrigger.  If you’re asking 
captains and salespersons, make sure 
they have the weight or the downrigger 
is useless, I’ve seen them use concrete 
rocks with rebar, anything is possible 
in Mexico I guess. 

The latest report I have from the 
Tres Marias Islands is there is plenty 
of bait in this area as well so turning 
their heads is tricky.  Most Jig in this 

area but trolled baits are working as 
well.  Average sizes seem to be over 
200 lbs., but Black Marlin, Rooster 
fish are around structure in between 
the islands.  Sailfish and yes, even 
Dorado are roaming the area.  But 
the bottom line is you don’t go this 
far for Dorado.  Yellowfin Tuna are 
in season now and this is one of the 
best locations in the world to target 
Yellowfin Tuna. Give us a call we’ll 
fix you up or check my web page, 
Facebook for specifics. This week the 
bottom line is “Fishing is Fishing”, 
an inexact science until you boat a 
monster then we’re all king of the 
fishing grounds!  Especially when 
we’re done and coming in with fish 
as big as your car!   

Until next week, don´t forget to 
kiss Your Fish!



Emergency Line: 911

178-8999 / Emergency: 911

178-8800 / Emergency: 222-1527

In Guadalajara: 01 333 268-2100
Emergency: 01 555 080-2000

Email: conagencypuertov@state.gov

Hospiten 226.2081

222.0923
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For a comprehensive list of most -if not all- charity groups and 
non-profit organizations in and around PV, you may want to check out: 

ww.puertovallarta.net/fast_facts/non-profit.php

Historical Naval Museum 
(right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) $45. Pesos.

Voladores de Papantla perform @ 6 p.m. 
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.

PLEASE leaf through this issue for the many events that
do not appear here ...and JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

N.B.: All events are subject to change without notice.

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:30 a.m. - Humanitarian Tour of 
Corazón de Niña, including brunch.  Reserve: 224-9209

Tues. to Fri. - 9 & 11 a.m. + 1 & 3 p.m., Sat.: 9 & 11 a.m. 
+ 1 p.m. - El Salado Estuary Mangroves Tours, 
bilingual guides.  Reserve at Cell: (322) 201-7361.

Fridays - Shabbat Services & dinner.  
Info & Reservations: Rabbi@chabadvallarta.com

Wednesdays - 8 p.m. - Practilonga! - 
at J&B Dancing Club, Fco. I. Madero 178.  Free!

12 noon to 1 p.m. - Center for Spiritual Living - at the 
Cuale Cultural Center on Isla Cuale  Rev. CorinaScherer 

Fridays - 9:30 am - 1:30 pm - Marsol Market - by the pier

11 a.m.-2 p.m. - AngeliCat & Acopio Pet Adoptions - 
at Plaza Caracol
5 p.m. - Bilingual Mass - at Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Sundays - 6 to 7 p.m. - Municipal Band,
7 to 8 p.m. - Danzon Music - Dancing in the main square
SPCA - To find your perfect companion animal rescued by the 

SPCA, please contact spcapv@gmail.com

Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays - 9 a.m. to closing - PETCO 
Cats & Dogs Adoption Center - next to La Comer

Saturdays
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AEROTRON                  226-8440   
AIR CANADA   01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA           01 800 252-7522 
AMERICAN      01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL         See United
DELTA              01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER        01 800 432-1359
INTERJET         01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY   01 800 924-6184
UNITED             01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS    01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO  01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST    01 800 435 9792
WESTJET           01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS            01 551 102-8000

Animal lovers! These are the 
Facebook pages of some PV 

non-profits that love them too.
animalistas de puerto vallarta

25,000+ friends
PV AnimalAc 1,800+ friends

PV’s Animal Shelter
pv mexico adopt foster and 

flight angels 1,400+ members
assists PV’s Animal Shelter

Friends of Puerto Vallarta Animals
8,300+ followers

assists PV’s Animal Shelter
PuRR Project 

1,300+ followers
www.purrproject.com

AngeliCat 
8,700+ followers
Paraíso Felino

1,400+ followers
Match Dog Com Puerto Vallarta

2,500+ followers
MexPup

7,500+ followers
www.mexpup.com

Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic
1,800+ followers
Peace Animals

6,600+ followers
www.peaceanimals.org

9 a.m. – English Services, also Bilingual Services on Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
– at Calvary Chapel (non-denominational) by Hotel Las Palmas
9:30 a.m. – English Worship Service – First Baptist Church, 
next to Park Hidalgo
9:30 a.m. - Grace Vineyard Church Bilingual at Westin Resort & Spa 
in the PV Marina, 9:30 - English, 10 - Español.
10 a.m. - Traditional Christian communion service – at the 
Anglican Church Puerto Vallarta (formerly Christ Church by the sea)
10 a.m. – English Services w/communion, Anglican/Episcopal – 
at Christ Church by the Sea – Plaza Genovesa
10 a.m. - Amazing Grace Christian Church - Non-Denominational - 
at Ciao Restaurant, Paseo Cocoteros 35, Nuevo Vallarta.
10:30 a.m. — Non-denominational Contemporary Christian Worship
Paradise Church at Act II 
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Can be found at CANMEX Computers. 
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs, Data 
Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware upgrades, 
Graphic Design, House-calls available. Cellular 044-
322-157-0688 or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com

Ronnie Bravo

This month the PC as we know it, 
turns 38 years old!  The IBM 5150 
personal computer made its debut in 
New York City on August 12, 1981.  
Though other personal computers 
had come before it - like the Apple 
II (YES... a Mac is technically a 
PC - a personal computer) and the 
Commodore PET, the introduction 
of the IBM PC was a defining 
moment for computers. 

Once IBM entered the market 
with a computer running the 
MS-DOS operating system (the 
great-great-grandfather to today’s 
Windows 10 operating system), the 
industry really began to realize the 
dream of “a PC on every desk and 
in every home.” 

My first desktop PC in 1992 was 
a Compaq and had a “massive” 20 
MB hard drive and a “blazing” 8MB 
of RAM!  This was pre-Windows 
’95 of course and the Internet 
was just in its infancy, for public 
use.  My monitor was a 15” amber 
(monochrome) monitor.  Full color 
monitors were only found in big 
corporate offices, with price tags to 
match.  Even still, my first computer 
setup cost just over $2,000. USD 
back then.

And what about the laptop?  Well, 
it’s just a bit younger.  It was a little 
less than 37 years ago (1982) that 
the Compaq Portable computer was 
announced, as the first “portable” 
personal computer.  It had no hard 
drive and you saved data onto the 
old 5.25” floppies (via an external 
drive) or on micro cassettes.

At 28 pounds, the first laptops 
certainly did not fit into your carry-
on luggage, and it certainly had less 
power than the smartphones that fit 
into our pockets today!  But it was 
the beginning of a revolution in 
which personal computing was not 
just sitting on the top of your desk 
but something you took around 
with you.  The first laptops were 
however, considered a commercial 
success, selling 53,000 units the first 
year.  The price for the first laptops, 
in today’s dollars, was $7,400. US!!

Over the past three decades, 
the idea of the personal computer 

has evolved greatly, creating 
entire industries.  From today’s 
smartphones and tablets to “the 
cloud,” the PC was the idea that 
inspired them all.  Thirty-eight 
years ago, the idea that we’d all be 
walking around with a computer 
in our pocket (smartphones are 
much more powerful than the 
original PC), was something out of 
science fiction.  Now it’s simply an 
everyday device.

The arrival of the Internet to the 
masses, is seen by many as when the 
PC truly became what it was meant 
to be.  Without the internet as we 
know it, I doubt the PC would have 
become as popular as it is today.  
As the original internet moved 
from a government and university 
network, the internet made instant 
communication with business, 
family and friends a simply task, 
with the help of the PC and the 
devices that followed.

Here are a few more milestones 
for the personal computing over 
the past 30+ years.  January 1984, 
Apple ran an ad during Super Bowl 
XVIII, and two days later Apple 
started selling the first Macintosh.  
In today’s dollars it was $5,400. US.  
June 1985 America Online (AOL) 
was born - has it been that long?  It 
seems longer ha-ha.

April 1994 - Yahoo! was born.  
August 1995 - Microsoft released 
Windows ’95!  September 1995 - 
both EBay and Amazon were born.  
January 1996 - Palm introduced the 
first Palm Pilot - remember those?  
They were the first commercially 
successful electronic agenda/
rolodex.  In 1995, the first macro 
Virus was detected in a word 

document.  Of course today there 
are hundreds of thousands of 
distinct viruses and malware out 
there.

August 1998 - Steve Jobs returned 
to Apple and helped turn around 
the failing company, to eventually 
become the world’s largest public 
company! (Based on market value.)  
I read one report last week the 
Apple actually has three times more 
cash ($650+ BILLION US) than the 
US government.  Of course, the US 
Gov’t can always print more money 
and it seems Apple almost has a 
license to print money as well!

March 1998 - Google was 
incorporated by two Stanford 
University students.  The rest is 
history.  January 2000 - yes... the 
Y2K bug that wasn’t.  Everyone 
was worried computers worldwide 
wouldn’t be able to change their 
date properly from 1999 to 2000.  
People hoarded cash at home for 
fear banks and ATM’s would be 
affected.

In March 2001, Mac OS X came 
out, while Windows XP came 
out in October the same year.  In 

March 2002, the first Blackberry 
came out making email on the go, 
available 24/7 for business users.  
What a difference 15 years makes!  
Blackberry has lost market share to 
everyone else (but mostly Apple and 
Android) down from a peak of 63% 
to less than 1% of US smartphone 
users today.

January 2004 - a Harvard student 
named Mark started Facebook 
and in February 2005 YouTube 
hosted its first video.  June 2007 - 
Apple introduced the first iPhone 
- introducing the smartphone to 
the masses.  April 2010 - Apple 
introduced the iPad, the first 
commercially successful tablet, 
which spawned a whole new 
industry.  So-called Smart TV’s 
followed shortly thereafter.

With computing power becoming 
more and more portable along with 
cloud computing and wearable 
technology, the future is anyone’s 
guess.  But not to worry… it won’t 
be boring!!

That’s all my time for now.  If 
you’d like to download this article 
or previous ones, you can do so at 
www.RonnieBravo.com and click 
on “articles”.  See you again next 
week... until then, remember: only 
safe Internet!
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Tommy Clarkson

Yes, the Ginger with which we 
are all most familiar is that of the 
commercially available and edible 
one Zingiber officinale.  Then there 
is the more conventionally seen 
Red Ginger (Alpina purpurata).  
Beyond these, many of our 
guests are wholly enthralled by 
the brilliantly Red Torch Ginger, 

Beehive Ginger
(Zingiber spectabile)                                                                                                                                      

Family:  Zingiberaceae                                                                                                                                    
Also known as: Pinecone Ginger, 
Ginger Wort or Malaysian Ginger

(Etlingera elatior).  This is yet 
another “Oooooh and awe” 
sort of guy!  (Both are pictured 
and written about in Volume 
II of “The Civilized Jungle.) 
Botanical columnist Jamie 
McIntosh has observed that, “It’s 
difficult to find a more showy and 
unusual tropical flower than the 

Nearby this new Beehive Ginger shoot one can see a 
Torch Ginger about to open up!

Its Latin genus name comes from a Sanskrit word meaning 
“shaped like a horn.”

Beehive Ginger.  Depending on 
the variety, the cone-shaped bracts 
are borne throughout the growing 
season, providing interesting 
material for long-lasting tropical 
cut flower arrangements.”

Native to eastern Asia through 
Indomalaysia to northern 
Australia, many of the eighty 
species in this genus are grown in 
the West as an ornamental plant.  
This particular beauty is native to 
the moist, tropical lowland forests 
and streamsides of Malaysia where 
it is sometimes used as a medicinal 
herb.  For example, water collected 
from the bracts of its flowers is used 
by the Orang Aslis of the Temuan 
tribe to treat conjunctivitis.  And, 
though untried as of yet by me, 
I’ve read that, culinarily, leaves 
and rhizomes can be used for food 
flavoring, young rhizomes are 
sliced, soaked in vinegar and used 
as an appetizer and tender shoots 

are a salad substitute.  
Its Latin genus name comes 

from a Sanskrit word meaning 
“shaped like a horn.”  The species 
name, spectabile is derived from 
another Latin word meaning 
“visible” or “spectacular”.  In 
turn, its common name, Beehive 
Ginger, is a result of the fact that 
its unique inflorescences resemble 
a skep beehive (The type used in 
mediaeval Europe and constructed 
of coils of straw or grass.) 

Rising from a fleshy, creeping 
rhizome – sounds a bit like a Class B 
horror flick, right? - Beehive Ginger 
needs ample growing space, rising 
to around ten feet tall (9.84 meters).  
Emerging from sheathing bases, its 
leaves are simple, alternate, two-
ranked, subsessile (having a small 
stalk) with narrowly elliptical blades 
of eight to nineteen and a half inches 
(20.32 – 49.53 cm) long. 

Its rather remarkable flowers 
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https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl

In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens, Tommy and 
Patty’s verdant, multi-terraced tropical paradise 
nestled on a hill overlooking the magnificent vista of 
Santiago Bay.  Leisurely meander its curved, paved 
path, experiencing, first hand, a delicious array of 
palms, plants and flowers from all over the world.  
Or e-mail questions to him at olabrisa@gmail.com  
For back issues of “Roots”, gardening tips, tropical 
plant book or to schedule a tropical garden lunch, 
please visit www.olabrisagardens.com

              https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_
Review-g150791-d5984161-Reviews-Ola_Brisa_
Gardens-Manzanillo_Pacific_Coast.html

Tommy Clarkson

 Its common name is a result of the fact that its 
unique inflorescences resemble a skep beehive.

rise intermittently throughout the 
year borne among yellowish ovate 
bracts (A’hhh, yet another trickster 
of bracts acting like flowers!) with 
rounded, curled tips in a dense ovoid 
to cylindrical spike of six inches to 
nearly a foot (15.24 - 30.48 cm) 
long on a leafless scape to three 
feet high (.91 meter).  This “bloom” 
rises directly from the rhizome atop 
a scape (a separate stalk from the 
main plant).  And here’s yet one 
more Nifty Nugget of Knowledge: 
Birds and small animals are 
attracted to a foamy, fragrant nectar 
formed in these bracts. 

Propagation may be done by 
division.  It likes moist, well-
draining soils in protected, partial 
shade.  However, they do need some 
sun in order to produce those great 
bract/flower blooms. . . .but too 
much sun can burn foliage, turning 
the edges crispy.  (Like so many 
things in life, moderation is a good 
thing!)  Might I suggest dappled - 
love that word - shade?) 

Some folks, with a sparsity 
of natural shade might consider 
containerizing their specimen on 
a screened lanai/porch or under a 
palapa/pergola.  If – after all your 
efforts – you discern that your 
growing site gets more sun than 
desired, simply, increase watering 
times and amounts, never allowing 
them to dry out. 

Beyond moist soils, Zingiber 
spectabile enjoy high humidity. 
If they are grown as container 
specimens, merely mist the plants.  

While I’ve not tried it, I have read 
that an alternative to this is to briefly 
water the patio or deck on which 
your potted Beehive Ginger plants 
are sited.  This technique works best 
on days with durned near “beastly” 
heat on which an almost steamy 
pocket arises around the plants 
during the evaporation process. 

Insect pests that can trouble your 
Beehive Ginger plants include 
ants, scale, aphids and mealybugs. 
The first of these are attracted by 

the honeydew secreted by aphids 
and mealybugs.  Hence, should 
you notice ants around your plants, 
you may well have other insect 
pest problems as well.  Scan along 
the stem and leaf petioles of your 
plants for signs of scale.  Those 
sneaky aphids and mealybugs can 
hide under the leaves and in the 
bracts. Spray the entire plant with an 
insecticide as soon as you spot the 
insects – possibly repeating as often 
as every two weeks.  
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Ross Trudeau | Edited by: Will Shortz  |       New York Times

Solution on Page 17

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row, 
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box). 

Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits 
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain 
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.

It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might 
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline 
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.

Solution on Page 17
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