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You are here, finally!
We wish you a warm

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at
the maps on this page, you will note that PV (as the locals call it) is on
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in
the Pacific. Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

Welcome

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION: 350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny
days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and the
rainy season extends from late June to early October.
FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer,
raccoon, etc.
SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine
National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where
diving is allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of
any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit of
the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter.
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected species, arrive to
its shores to lay their eggs.
ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism,
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture,
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon,
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.
CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in
Mexico although Canadian and American dollars are widely
accepted.
BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes.
Current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and passengers
must purchase a new ticket every time they board another
bus. There are no “transfers”.
TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port

that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates
per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown,
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help
you check it out or lodge a complaint.
Uber has also been available in PV for the past year or so.
Download their app in your smartphone.
TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time,
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La Cruz
de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc. North
of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.
TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long
distance calls from your hotel room. Some establishments
charge as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!
CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from the U.S. and
Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322,
then the seven digit number of the person you’re calling. Omit
the prefix if dialling a land line.
LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 15%-20% of the bill
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids,
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave,
ask «La cuenta, por favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.
MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio),
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners. Better
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yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from your
account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money at
your hotel. Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.
WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed
version of all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa,
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that
the original “small town” flavor is maintained downtown, in
the Old Town and on the South Side.
DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican vacation
must inevitably lead to an encounter with Moctezuma’s
revenge is just that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for
human consumption. It is one of only two cities in Mexico that
can boast of such accomplishment. True, the quality of the
water tested at the purification plant varies greatly from what
comes out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On
the other hand, most large hotels have their own purification
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled
water just about anywhere.
EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often
fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta.
Many would like to bring it back with them, but believe that the
laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for
more info: 293-3690.
LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take
one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. Before
boarding, make sure you have a map and take note of the
places you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten path.
Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes you. And
don’t worry - this is a safe place.

Cover Photo:

“Waiting…”

By Paul Glickman

An Important Notice:
The PVMIRROR wants your views and
comments. Please send them by e-mail to:

avineberg@yahoo.com

PV Mirror es una publicación semanal. Certificados
de licitud de título y contenido en tramite.
Prohibida la reproducción total o parcial de su
contenido, imágenes y/o fotografías sin previa
autorización por escrito del editor.

NOTE:

To Advertisers & Contributors and those with public
interest announcements, the deadline for publication is:

2:00 pm on Monday of the
week prior to publication.

250 words max, full name,
street or e-mail address and/
or tel. number for verification
purposes only. If you do not
want your name published, we
will respect your wishes. Letters
& articles become the property
of the PVMIRROR and may be
edited and/or condensed for
publication. The articles in this
publication are provided for the
purpose of entertainment and
information only. The PV Mirror
City Paper does not accept
any responsibility or liability
for the content of the articles
on this site or reliance by any
person on the site’s contents.
Any reliance placed on such
information is therefore strictly
at such person’s own risk.

Editorial / Within PV

Dear Allyna,
avineberg@yahoo.com

Dear Editor,
Many of my winter friends in Puerto
Vallarta have left. They are gone during
one of the best months in Puerto Vallarta.
The tennis tournament is over but it
was a rip-roaring success. The Mariachi
festival on the beach was also a rip-roaring
success. To top it off, AMLO, the President
of Mexico, came to town, had a speech
at the cruise ship terminal and a coffee at
Starbucks with the governor of Jalisco, and
promised to find money for the southern
loop road to alleviate traffic in downtown
and the tunnels. And now we top it all off
with two weeks of the best restaurants in the
city offering fantastic menus at discounted
prices.
My winter friends are freezing and we are
having a blast.
Joel Hart

I love reading the PV Mirror, but just 1 pet
peeve.
Please, I beg of you, change the “Local
Customs” section to read “Tipping is usually
15-20%”. I know you have lived here long
enough to know what the restaurant staff
makes per day. I believe it is a nominal
amount equal to about 2 to 5 USD for a full
day of work, so they rely heavily on tips.
The waiters also share their propinas with
the cooks, busboys, etc.
I think we can all concur that the level of
service in PV restaurants is, more often than
not, much better than in the US or Canada.
I have travelled all over Mexico for the last
14 years and it is fair to say the local custom
of tipping 10-15% applies to small villages
away from the coastal resort towns.
If the people visiting here cannot afford to
leave a 15-20% tip then they cannot afford to
dine out or even visit Vallarta. Period.
South Shore Reader
Dear South Shore Reader,
We agree with you. Consider it done.
Thank you
The Ed
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Robert M. Schley

setac.com.mx

This year’s Vallarta Pride Festival
will once again feature the Púlpito
Drag Derby, one of the most unique
block parties in the world!
Otherwise known as “Puerto
Vallarta’s Annual Running Of The
Drag Queens,” the Drag Derby offers
four hours of fun and fabulousness
that’s part drag fashion show, part
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kick-ass competition, part community
fundraiser - and 100% entertaining!
Set to take place on Púlpito St. on
Friday, May 24 from 4 to 8 p.m., this
year’s event promises spectators a
wild time as Drag Queens in feathers
and heels race against the clock and
each other, while competing in crazy
challenges to win great prizes and the
coveted ‘Ruby Tacon’ trophy.
After several years of being organized

by the Amapas Neighborhood
Association, 2019 will mark a
“changing of the guard,” as SETAC,
Vallarta’s LGBT Community Wellness
Center, is taking over the reins of the
event, and they plan to make it bigger,
better and more fabulous than ever!
New Drag Derby features:
• Food Court - We are inviting local
restaurants to provide street food
booths along Olas Altas street, just past
the main stage on the corner of Púlpito,
for the entire length of the event.
• Men’s Swimwear Fashion Show Before the main drag show gets going,
we plan to delight the crowd with a
fashion show featuring local men’s
swimwear designers.
• New challenges for the Drag
contestants - We have arranged
for several new contests, taking
advantage of the presence of male
models!
These include, among
others, an arm-wrestling challenge
against the models, a “dunk the
model” booth, and a toilet toss! Each
of the challenges will once again be
sponsored by a local business.
• Closed-circuit video - Designed
to address one of the loudest attendee
complaints from previous years,
this year’s event will feature several
cameras capturing all the action from
the stage and the various challenges,
and display it live on a large LCD
screen behind the main stage.
• More coverage - We also plan to raise
the media profile and community impact
of the Púlpito Drag Derby significantly.
As you can imagine, a shindig like
this comes with a hefty price tag, so
we are currently looking for sponsors
to help cover the costs. Once the
expenses have been covered, event
proceeds will be used to support
SETAC’s ongoing efforts to reduce
HIV and other STDs in Puerto Vallarta
and the greater Banderas Bay region.
All of the contestants have already
been sponsored, but there are still
opportunities to sponsor the 2019
running of the Púlpito Drag Derby! To
gratefully thank all of our sponsors, we
have developed a comprehensive media

plan that provides local businesses with
significant exposure, before, during, and
after the event. If you are interested in
being a sponsor, for more information,
or to make a donation, call Ed Thomas
at 322-102-3383.
Everyone is invited to come out to
the Romantic Zone on the south side of
Vallarta on Friday, May 24th, to watch the
drag queens as they “Lip-Sync for Their
Lives” and attempt to complete other fun
and outrageous challenges in their battle
for the Drag Derby Queen title. It might
be a knock-down, drag-out competition,
but it’s all for a good cause!
Calle Pulpito will be closed to traffic
between Olas Altas and Amapas from
4 to 8 p.m., so neighbors and visitors
can fill the street, bet on the Derby
winner, and buy food and drinks, while
the Drag Queens take to the sidewalks
- we wouldn’t want anyone to break a
heel on those cobblestones!
The event schedule and other details
can be found on the Facebook at
‘Pulpito Drag Derby.’ We hope to see
you there!
Located at 178 Aldanaca 4A &
4B, in the Versalles neighborhood of
Puerto Vallarta, SETAC is a non-profit
community and wellness center whose
mission is to reduce HIV and other
sexually transmitted infections in the
greater Banderas Bay region through
education, detection and prevention.
Free counseling, testing, treatments
and referrals for HIV and other sexual
transmitted illness are just some of the
free services SETAC provides to the
entire population, without prejudice or
discrimination. For more information,
follow SETAC on Facebook, visit
the website, call 224-1974 or email
contacto@setac.com.mx

Within PV

NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH TOO!
...with those fabulous, unique pizzas and pastas that
only Encuentros can prepare. Check out the beautiful
new location at 124 Berlin, between Hamburgo and Aldanaca
Streets in Versalles. Tel.: 222-2598. Open and ready to ‘seduce
your senses’ from 1 to 10 p.m. Closed Sundays.
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MOVIES: Doris Day died last
Monday at the age of 97. A brief
biography: she was born on April 3,
1922, in Cincinnati. Her name was
Doris Mary Ann Kappelhoff. She
obviously knew what she wanted to
do in life because at the age of 14 she
went to Hollywood and auditioned as
a dancer. She did well, returned to her
home in Ohio and, the night before
she was to leave, was in a car that was
hit by a train. While she recuperated,
she lived above a tavern owned by
an uncle. The juke box featured
Benny Goodman and the Dorsey
Brothers. She took singing lessons
for three years while at the same time
singing on various radio stations. She
was hired by Les Brown and began
touring with the band.
Time to test memories with some
trivia questions: Who did she first
marry and why did she get a divorce?
Who did she marry next? Who was
her third husband? Why did she
leave him? Who was her fourth
husband? What did she devote her
life to for the past forty years?

Joe Harrington

Trivia answers: Her first
marriage was to Al Jorden, a
trombonist. Because he was had a
violent temper, they divorced two
years later. In 1946 she married
George Weidler, but was divorced
less than a year later. Her third
marriage was to Martin Melcher
who then became her agent. She
didn’t leave him, he died in 1968
and Doris never made another
movie, she did however move
into television. After Melcher’s
death she learned she was a million
dollars in debt as her husband had
hired a man less than trustworthy
to do their investing.

She sued and won a $22 million
judgment. Her fourth husband was
Barry Comden whom she married
in 1976. They lived in Carmel. He
divorced her four years later stating
she preferred the company of her
dogs to him. Since1980 she has
made animals her central devotion.
She was co-founder of Actors and
Other Animals. She also created
the Doris Day Animal League. She
spent the rest of her life in Carmel,
California.
She took a screen test with
Warner Bros. and was hired. Her
first starring movie role was
Romance on the High Seas (1948).
When I think of this woman it is
usually with the memory of a wide
smile and a bubbling personality.
Think movies with Rock Hudson.
But some of her movies were much
more serious – even emulating her
own life. Films like Young Man with
a Horn (1950) – about a troubled
musician played by Kirk Douglas.
That year she also starred in Storm
Warning, about a woman married to
an abusive KKK member. Her costar was Ronald Reagan whom she
briefly dated.
Like most fans, I will always
remember her singing, “Que sera,
sera, whatever will be will be.” And
that apparently is exactly how she
lived her life – accepting whatever
happened and moving forward with
that dazzling smile always lighting
up her face. RIP Doris, you’ve
certainly earned it with all the
entertaining moments you shared
with the world.
& MADNESS: I think it is time
to remember the oath of office all
politicians take: “I do solemnly
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swear (or affirm) that I will support
and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies,
foreign and domestic; that I will bear
true faith and allegiance to the same;
that I take this obligation freely,
without any mental reservation or
purpose of evasion; and that I will
well and faithfully discharge the
duties of the office on which I am
about to enter: So help me God.”
Please note – nowhere in that
oath is there mention of needing to
pledge loyalty to the president of the
United States.
The House passed a $19 billion
disaster aid bill that would deliver
long-sought relief to farmers,
victims of hurricanes and floods,
and rebuild southern military bases,
as Democrats try to dislodge the
legislation from a Senate logjam
over aid to hurricane-slammed
Puerto Rico.
Trump
tweeted:
“House
Republicans should not vote for
the BAD DEMOCRAT Disaster
Supplemental Bill which hurts our
States, Farmers & Border Security.
We want to do much better than
this. All sides keep working and
send a good BILL for immediate
signing!”
The measure passed by a 257-150
vote.
Thirty-four Republicans broke
with Trump’s position and supported
the disaster aid. A spokesman
for top Senate Democrat Chuck
Schumer of New York said, “The
Republicans are finally starting to
realize they can’t leave Puerto Rico
behind, and that’s a step in the right
direction.”
There’s
the
rub.
The
Administration keeps acting like
the folks of Puerto Rico are not
American citizens. What do you
think the reaction would have been
if aid after the hurricane that hit
Texas had still not been delivered?

Joe Harrington
Is an internationally published author and documentary
filmmaker. He can be reached with a comment or
criticism at JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com
Artwork by Bob Crabb.

Within PV

Anna Reisman

You know what we forgot to include in our little list of
this week’s events (on page 18)? The Pride Week Bingo
on Tuesday and the Drag Derby on Friday. Both events,
as different as they are, are so much fun!
The former is “for adults only”, raunchy? Yes. Funny?
Oh yes, how can it miss with crazy Amy calling the
numbers?
The latter has become a tradition on the south side, attracting an
ever-increasing crowd to cheer those fearless folks running the race
…in high heels, on our (in)famous cobblestones!
I am always in awe of those beautiful young Mexican ladies running
around in high heels. Sure, they’re used to the cobblestones, but
still… I am amazed that the orthopedic wards of the local hospitals
aren’t filled with torn ligaments and twisted or broken ankles.
Don’t know about you, but my little agenda - which is usually quite
empty - has suddenly filled up, like it’s done every year at this time.
All those friends whom I haven’t had the opportunity to get together
with all season now have free time too …so restaurants, here we come!
Five during next week alone.
I guess all those centavos I didn’t spend during “the” season will be
gone by June 10th.

There will only be one more printed issue of the Mirror after this one,
did you know? I feel like this past season flew by even faster than last
year’s. I know, I know, time appears to go by faster as one gets older,
but wow! It’s like when you’re driving somewhere, daydream for what
you think is a second, only to realize that you have no idea how you got
to where you are. It can be scary at times.
A confession: I have not had a chance to wander through any of the
markets this past winter, and I’m sorry about that. Now I see that Peter,
a.k.a.: the bagel man, is opening a small version of a Farmers’ Market
in his new digs at The Big Apple & Co. I look forward to checking it
out, now that I’m free on Saturday mornings.
So someone who posted a video online of the closing night of the
International Fireworks Festival finally cleared up a “mystery” for me.
My friends and I couldn’t figure out why we didn’t see anything, or
nearly anything from our terrace. The video, taken from a boat out on
the water, clearly showed lots of “castillos”, but only a few fireworks
as we know them. We can’t see castillos from the hillside in Alta Vista.
At least we did get to enjoy the previous night – which was fantastic,
even better than last New Year’s fireworks, over a half an hour’s worth!
I was surprised at how uninformed some of the videos’ narrators were;
they had no idea what the fireworks were about… some said it was
PV’s anniversary, others stated, and I quote “Oh, it’s a company going
around the world with their fireworks…” Oh well.
But yes, now we can look forward to what the city’s got in store for
us on the 31st, Vallarta’s 101st real anniversary.
Until next time, stay healthy and have fun! Hasta la próxima vez.
sheis@ymail.com
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Vallarta Voices

Act II will close the 2019 season Monday, May 27th, with the farewell Diana Villamonte concert and the closing night
of Mama Tits. Act II will re-open June 19th with its new summer schedule, including the famous Act II Karaoke Party
every Tuesday, the return of the ABBA / ELTON show, the “Sleeper” hit of the season... TWIST AND SHOUT,
and the all new Puerto Vallarta Concert series highlighting a different popular PV Band every week this summer!
New York City (it just finally closed in NYC on
Sunday, I think). This performance rivaled the Best
of them. I will definitely see it again and bring friends
next season when it goes ‘full-time’.” - Dennis Crow

On Monday, May 6th, the award-winning
Broadway hit musical, AVENUE Q, opened
to thunderous applause, cheers and standing
ovations. Here’s what people wrote after attending
this fabulous show...
“Yes, I thoroughly enjoyed, laughed until I cried,
and i’m a sucker for happy endings - I’ve seen this
show countless times before, in Ogunquit, Maine;

“Opening Night for Avenue Q was right on
target. Each puppet (character) showed total
professionalism. This is a very happy uplifting
show that the audience showed such amazing
love for. Great direction by the awesome Alfonso
López. The singing was amazing with strong
voices and performances by each cast member.
A Huge round of applause for a fantastic show so
very well performed.” - David Wilhoit
“This is THE Event.” - Gary Beck
“Another smash hit! The audience loved this
great production. ACT II knocks it out if the park
again. What fun!” - Tom Bernes
“I saw this show many times during its run two
years ago, and loved it! But in last night’s opening
show, Avenue Q was taken to a whole new level!
It was masterfully done! The actors actually made
you lose track of whether you were looking at
puppets or actors! It’s incredible to believe they
could accomplish this, especially on an opening
night! I, and the rest of the audience, broke out in
laughter and applause so often that the intermission
came before we even realized it! We were totally
engrossed with the energy, the wonderful singing,
and the constant movement of the actors and
puppets around the stage.
There is something for everyone in this show!
It’s funny, it’s sad, it’s poignant, and we can all
relate to each of the actors and their story. I haven’t
laughed so hard in a long time! It was a fun, fun
evening!” - Howard Ross

Avenue Q will be on the Main Stage Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays through May 25. Act II also features live cabaret,
live music, a choral performance by the Puerto Vallarta Gay Men’s Chorus, a dance extravaganza, and two fabulous
drag shows during Pride Week! There is definitely something for everyone. Get your tickets now at www.act2pv.com!
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BREAKING NEWS!

Monday, May 27 - 7:30 p.m.
Act II superstar and The Voice of Mexico
runner-up, Diana Villamonte, closes out the
Act II season on Monday, May 27 at 7:30
p.m., with an incredible show, featuring songs
from her Motown, Tina Turner and Whitney
Houston shows! She will be accompanied by a
live band and will also feature her wonderful
backup singers! Diana’s CD will be included
with the purchase of VIP and PREMIUM
tickets for this show! Tickets are available
at www.act2pv.com Don’t miss out on the
opportunity to see Diana ONE MORE TIME!!

raises money for the new
Act II Emergency Fund!
In the tradition of Avenue Q, money
is being raised for a great cause
again! The Act II Emergency Fund
was the brainchild of Danny Mininni
last year, when everyone in town was
scrambling to raise money for an
emergency.   Danny decided to create
an official emergency fund so that
money is available quickly, when it is
needed on an emergency basis.
This fund will be managed by local
residents, Tom Bernes, Bert Ramirez
and Marsha Ward Ross.   Act II
and Danny Mininni will raise the
money, but will not be involved with
decisions on how the monies are
disbursed. Thank you, Act II, for
always thinking ahead and always
being ready to help the community!

Act II is the “#1 Entertainment
Venue” ~ TripAdvisor
“#1 Performing Arts Venue” ~
Vallarta Tribune!
#2 of “Things to Do” in Puerto
Vallarta! ~ TripAdvisor
Act II’s fabulous “Spring Season”
is going strong, with lots of
entertainment options to enjoy!

Featuring a Broadway musical,
live cabaret, music, dance, and drag
shows, there is definitely something
for everyone. We feature the best
performers in Banderas Bay and are
currently #2 on “Things to Do in PV”
on TripAdvisor!
A big thank you to so many of you
who have written TripAdvisor reviews
on our shows! We couldn’t have
done this without you! Also, it’s not
too late to write a review of YOUR
favorite shows, too! Just go to www.
tripadvisor.com Tickets to all shows
are available today at act2pv.com

Shows Opening!

The PVGMC will also be joined
by the fabulous guest artists, Joby
Hernandez and Hedda Lettuce!
Now in its 7th year, the PVGMC
is a bilingual, cross-cultural chorus
with members from Mexico, Canada
and the United States. It was the first
organization of its kind in Mexico and
all of Latin America and is a proud
member of GALA Choruses (www.
galachoruses.org), a worldwide

organization
that
represents
over 8,000 singers and over 170
choruses around the world! Under
the leadership of Artistic Director
Derek Carkner, it has elevated its
performance standard and has built
bridges of understanding, acceptance
and love! It has also created renewed
awareness and appreciation of music
across all of Banderas Bay.

Act II Shows Week of May 17 - May 27
FABULOUS FRIDAY, May 17
7:30 - Diana Villamonte, “I Will Always Love You,” - the #1 PERFORMER
in Puerto Vallarta for TWO YEARS! (Winner, Best Red Room Solo Show)
9:30 - Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” (Winner, Best Drag Show)
SPECTACULAR SATURDAY, May 18
7:00 - Avenue Q, the #1 Musical Ever Presented in Vallarta!
SUPER SUNDAY, May 19
7:30 - “Best of ABBA & Elton,” starring Us Two and their LIVE BAND
(Winner, Best Musical Group)
8:00 - “Rainbow Connection,” featuring the Puerto Vallarta Gay Men’s Chorus
with songs from Movies!

Featuring The Puerto Vallarta
Gay Men’s Chorus
Sunday, May 19 – 8 p.m. One Night Only!

The Puerto Vallarta Gay Men’s
Chorus (PVGMC) kicks off Puerto
Vallarta’s 2019 Pride Week at Act
II with its 7th Annual Pride Week
concert, “The Rainbow Connection.”
This amazing group of singers is
excited to perform many well-known
songs from movies, including several
Oscar-nominated and Oscar-winning
favorites, such as “Time of My
Life” (Dirty Dancing), “Rainbow
Connection” (The Muppet Movie),
“Recuérdame” (Coco), “My Heart
Will Go On” (Titanic), “Shallow”
(A Star is Born), and many more!
Artistic Director, Derek Carkner says,
“I have always loved soundtracks and
songs from movies!
Whether a song reminds you of a
specific scene in a film, or triggers
a certain cinematic memory, the
power of the soundtracks is what we
want to celebrate! I am excited to be
able to share these beautiful choral
arrangements with our audience!”

MARVELOUS MONDAY, May 20
7:00 - Avenue Q, the #1 Musical Ever Presented in Vallarta!
7:30 - Diana Villamonte, starring in “More Motown & Beyond”
(Winner, Best Solo Red Room Show!)
9:30 – Mama Tits, starring in “Triple D!” (Winner, Best Musical Drag Show!)
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAY - May 22
7:00 - Avenue Q, the #1 Musical Ever Presented in Vallarta!
FABULOUS FRIDAY - May 24
7:30 - Diana Villamonte - “I Will Always Love You,” a Whitney Houston Tribute
(Winner, Best Solo Red Room Show)
9:30 - Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise”
(Winner, Best Drag Show 2018/2019)
SPECTACULAR SATURDAY - May 25
7:00 - (CLOSING NIGHT!) Avenue Q, the #1 Musical Ever Presented in Vallarta!
9:30 - Mama Tits, starring in “Triple D!” (Winner, Best Musical Drag Show!)
SUPER SUNDAY - May 26
7:30 - “Best of ABBA & Elton,” starring Us Two and their LIVE BAND
(Winner, Best Musical Group)
8:00 - “Encuentros de Danza,” A Dance Extravaganza, featuring Kimberly LaRue
and dancers from her NYC studio & Puerto Vallarta Dancers
Monday, May 27 - CLOSING SHOWS OF THE SEASON!
7:30 - FAREWELL CONCERT - Diana Villamonte, singing songs from her three
shows, More Motown & Beyond, Whitney Houston & Tina Turner the #1 PERFORMER in Puerto Vallarta for TWO YEARS!
(Winner, Best Red Room Solo Show)
9:30 - Mama Tits, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” (Winner, Best Drag Show)
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A Dance
Extravanganza,
featuring Kimberly
LaRue and dancers
from her NYC studio
& Puerto Vallarta
Dancers
Sunday, May 26 –
8 p.m.
ONE NIGHT ONLY!

Act II is thrilled to announce the return of NYC
dancer (and Puerto Vallarta resident), Kimberly
LaRue, in a ONE-NIGHT ONLY reprise of her
incredible show, Encuentros de Danza, featuring
a group of professional NYC dancers from her
Upper West Side studio, “Bridge for Dance,” who
will join dancers from Puerto Vallarta! This show
will include a variety of dance genres, including
contemporary ballet, modern, tap, urban street
dance, and theatrical jazz! It will be inspiring,
uplifting and entertaining… and especially exciting
for our local dancers who will have the opportunity
to work with the “pros!”
Kimberly is a NYC-based dance professional
who has choreographed and performed in many
NYC musical theater productions, as well as
contemporary and improvisational works for the
stage. Her affiliations include Columbia University
Creative Arts Lab, Actors Studio New School,
Joffrey Downtown, Broadway Dance Center,
Actors Workshop, Harkness Dance Center 92nd
St.Y, and Steps on Broadway. She is joined by
Joamer Gonzalez, who has numerous performance
and choreography credits, including work for
Univision, Telemundo, Arthur Aviles, Doug Elkins
and Grammy award winner Giselle, Ana Vasquez/
Miguel Martinez, both professional dancers, who
have N’MOVIMIENTO dance studio in Vallarta,
and Salvador Luna, who has worked with Teatro
Vallarta in the past, and has recently formed his
own production company and will be working
throughout Mexico.
Five years ago, Kimberly choreographed Act
II’s very first production, “A Chorus Line,” as
well as the first Encuentros de Danza. She also
choreographed an outdoor theatrical/dance event for
“Dia De Los Innocentes,” and the fun and fabulous
“PV Flash Mob!” Kim is a fabulous dancer and
choreographer and is looking forward to spending
more time in Puerto Vallarta! Act II is thrilled to
welcome her back and really hopes that you will
come and see this beautiful dance program!

10

Avenue Q - Puerto Vallarta’s
#1 Musical - EVER!
(CLOSING NIGHT! Saturday, May 25 - 7:00 p.m.
May 18, 20, 22, 25 - 7:00 p.m.
AVENUE Q, the most popular musical ever presented in
Puerto Vallarta, returns in May, just in time for Pride Week!

Avenue Q is a delightful, laugh-out-loud
American musical that was performed on
Broadway from 2003 to 2009. Audiences
everywhere have been captivated by its fresh
and funny story, and it won the prestigious
2004 “Triple Crown” for Tony Awards….
Best Music, Best Score and Best Book!
The story of Avenue Q takes place in New York
City and the street is Avenue Q, the only address
you can afford when you’re fresh out of college,
out of a job, or just trying to find your purpose in
life. It is a coming-of-age parable that satirizes
the issues and anxieties of entering adulthood.
Filled with gut-busting humor and a delightfully
catchy score (not to mention the use of fullsize puppets that are animated by unconcealed
human puppeteers), Avenue Q is a truly unique
show that received rave reviews at Act II
two years ago! Although the show addresses
slightly bawdy, humorous adult issues (and
is not recommended for children), it is very
similar to a beloved children’s show - a place
where puppets are friends. It is directed by Act
II Entertainment´s Musical Director, Alfonso
Lopez, and features many of our local talent.
Simply put, this show is the perfect choice for
those of you who may be wondering how the hell
you got to this point in your life and are constantly
questioning what your purpose is. But for now,
you can just sit back, enjoy, belly-laugh, and
rejoice at the marvel of this modern-day musical!

Diana Villamonte - A Musical Tribute to Whitney Houston
featuring PV’s #1 Star, Diana Villamonte
CLOSING NIGHT - Friday, May 24 - 7:30 p.m.
Winner, “Best Solo Red Room Performer - 2018/2019”
Every Friday - 7:30 p.m. (Through May 24)

Diana Returns to Act II after winning
FIRST RUNNER UP in the Voice of Mexico!
(WARNING!! All of Diana Villamonte’s shows
sell out well in advance! Get your tickets now!)
This year, Act II is thrilled to announce that Diana,
along with director Alfonso López, has created
yet ANOTHER sensational hit show, “I Will
Always Love You,” a musical tribute to Whitney
Houston! Diana, with her powerhouse voice and
infectious personality, is the perfect singer to take on
the iconic Whitney (her lifelong inspiration). The
highlight of Diana’s show last year was when she
previewed some of her Whitney Houston songs,
often having most audience members in tears.
Diana blew the audience away, and her fans begged
for a whole show of Whitney’s songs!   
TripAdvisor ★★★★★
Diana Villamonte - I Will Always Love You
“...She sang Whitney Houston better than Whitney
Houston herself. If you go to Puerto Vallarta,
I recommend you visit some of their fabulous
shows! Act II made my vacation better than ever!”
~DancerJane 2/13/19

HEDDA LETTUCE Winner, Funniest Drag Show 2017 - 2018
Featuring Hedda Lettuce’s smorgasboard of live comedy,
songs, and stand-up improvisations
Winner, “Best Drag Show - 2018/2019”
Every Friday - 9:30 p.m. (Through May 24)

HEDDA LETTUCE, the six-time Drag Queen
of the Year Award-winner (HX magazine) and the
legendary “green goddess” of drag, is excited to
return to Puerto Vallarta for her FOURTH “sold
out” season! Her show, this year, is a loving sendup to her favorite town…. Puerto Vallarta!
Hedda will glamorize another season as she dishes
out a tossed salad of improvisational comedy, sultry
songs, and dazzling gowns. (And it’s entirely fatfree!) She will gladly engage you in a night of
storytelling, bawdy and biting wit, spontaneous
comedy, and live (not lip-synched) singing! Her
show includes her nationally-acclaimed original
comedic music that is peppered with parodies of old
time favorites and startling satire. Hedda Lettuce is
one of New York City’s premiere drag queens and
keeps the audience screaming with laughter for the
entire show!

Diana Villamonte, Voice of Mexico Star A Musical tribute to the great ladies of Motown and Beyond,
featuring Puerto Vallarta’s #1 songstress, Diana Villamonte
(Winner, “Best Solo Red Room Performer - 2018/2019”)
Every Monday - 7:30 p.m.

(Through May 20 - SPECIAL CLOSING
NIGHT SHOW ON Monday, May 27 - 7:30 p.m.)

Diana Villamonte in “More Motown & Beyond”
is the #1 show in Puerto Vallarta! This tiny little
gal with the powerhouse voice and infectious
personality pays respect to the great ladies (and a
few of the boys) of Motown (and beyond), with a
special tribute to Aretha Franklin, as well as Diana
Ross, Shirley Bassey, Whitney Houston, Anita
Ward, Etta James, Nina Simone, Aretha Franklin
and Donna Summer. Her passion and commitment
to her music, as well as her rich, belting notes and
electrifying top register will bring tears to your eyes.
TripAdvisor êêêêê
“Well Diana is totally ready for Broadway and or
the movies. Her voice her look and her dancing just
completely paralyzes you. What I am trying to say is
that if you want to see the greatest show on earth go
see Diana.” ~ lorieg2019

A musical tribute to ABBA and Elton John,
featuring UsTwo and their LIVE BAND
Winner, “Best Musical Group - 2018/2019”
Every Sunday - 7:30 p.m. (CLOSING NIGHT - Sunday, May 26)

UsTwo presents a musical tribute to the timeless
music of two unforgettable acts which began in
the 1970’s, ABBA and Elton John! UsTwo will
perform songs that you remember, such as Mama
Mia, Dancing Queen, Chiquitita, Sad Song, Candle
in the Wind, and Rocket Man, and more. Their
repertoire changes with each performance, but
these amazing vocalists (and their live band) will
treat you to an unforgettable evening of music and
an evening to remember!

ABBA and its flamboyant costumes and catchy
music, is considered to be one of the top musical
groups in history, having sold over 500 million
albums! Elton John first became famous for his
oversize glasses and outrageous outfits, but his
enduring popularity and incredible talent have
earned him five Grammy awards, induction
into the Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame, and sales
of over 300 million albums! Together, these
two acts epitomized the soft rock/pop musical
sounds that became hugely popular in the
70’s, and is still loved around the world today.
TripAdvisor êêêêê
“This was our first visit to Act II for their shows.
We really enjoyed Daniel and Noemi in concert,
the live band backing them up were great. We
weren’t sure what to expect but we already plan to
take in many more performances in the future. Our
only regret? That we hadn’t booked tickets earlier
during our stay. Now at the end of our time in
Puerto Vallarta we have no time left to attend other
shows. We will be back for the 2020 season and
look forward to seeing the new lineup for 2020.” ~
511noeic, Calgary

Actor? Dancer? Singer? Act II is still casting for next season’s shows. Contact Marsha Ward Ross at act2entertainmentproductions@gmail.com

(See location number on Central Map)

For more information about the venue or shows, check out the 1100+ reviews on TripAdvisor, or go to www.act2pv.com Tickets are also available
at our box office which open at 3 p.m. on show days. The Act II Entertainment Stages complex is located upstairs on the corner of Insurgentes
and Basilio Badillo in the Romantic Zone on the South side of Puerto Vallarta. For more information, call 222-1512, or follow Act II on Facebook.
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Last week’s article addressed a
challenge that most of us will face
eventually; that of caring of for our
parents. I described many different
situations and the effect on the
“adult child” who must meet their
parents’ needs while raising their own
children, maintaining a demanding
career, living out of town, etc.
Must do no matter what
Everyone must create certain legal
documents, “advance directives”,
before any problems occur. It is so
much more difficult to make decisions
in the midst of a crisis or stressful
situation. It is essential to know who
(one or more persons) is legally
allowed and required to make both
the medical and financial decisions
if the person became incapacitated.
Everyone seems to know this is
necessary, but not everyone follows
through and gets it done. Things
quickly become very complicated if
such documents are not in place. You
must have a living will and power of
attorney letters and a patient advocate
form and/or health care proxy. These
must be drawn up ahead of time while
the person is still of “sound mind” or
considered capable of making such
decisions. They cannot be made
afterwards!
Can you imagine what it’s like to try
to check someone into the ER when
they have had a seizure or a stroke or
are hallucinating or don’t know who
they are because of dementia? Then
imagine, trying to get them to agree
to some procedure or to sign a waiver,
etc… it’s not happening! In the
beginning of dealing with my Dad’s
Alzheimer’s, we had power of attorney
letters but no patient advocate form
registered with the hospital. After
a great deal of arguing and insisting
that my Dad couldn’t sign his name,
we finally took his hand and wrote
an “X” as his signature. It is very
stressful and upsetting for the patient
who is confused, for the staff, and for
the family.
Financially, imagine if suddenly in
an emergency, you (the adult child)
couldn’t get access to your parents’
bank account or couldn’t sign on
their credit cards? What if you never
completed the power of attorney

(Part 2 of 2)
Giselle Belanger

RN, LCSW

letter giving you the right to handle
their banking; sign their checks and
credit cards, sign their tax returns,
handle property transactions, pay
bills; mortgages, utilities, deal with
their health insurance, social security,
etc.????
I’ll tell you “what if”… you
would have the nightmare of legally
obtaining
“conservatorship”
or
“guardianship”. And then you would
have to keep impeccable expense
records to show that you have not
misappropriated the money or
properties, and would then present
these records in court every year for
approval. I’m sure no one thinks that
sounds fun! When choosing between
getting advance directives and power
of attorney letters drawn up or waiting
for the sudden incident or disease that
requires that you go to court, no one
would intentionally choose the latter.
Act now!
Other conversations to have
Ask your parents (or those of you at
this age, please consider), where they
want to live if one of them is widowed
or becomes ill, or unable to live alone
or on their own anymore. Many adult
children just assume that their parent
will come live with them when the
time comes and never even ask their
parent what they want.
Most elderly who have moved away
to warmer weather do not want to
return to the northern cold winters,
for example, nor do they want to
live among the chaos of you raising
your children, or they don’t want
to give up their home, their friends,
their lifestyle, their pet, nor their
independence. These are serious
and challenging considerations when
deciding what and how to help them.
If they can no longer take care of
themselves or it isn’t safe for them
to live alone, what do they want to

do? Do they want to hire in-home
staff, move into a senior citizen living
center, or go to an assisted living or
nursing home? Most people do not
prefer the whole nursing home idea.
In fact, they would rather consider
almost any other option. Once my
father realized he had Alzheimer’s,
he specifically made us promise not to
put him in a nursing home or assisted
living facility. Besides the disease
process itself, that was his greatest
fear and concern. In fact, nobody
wants to be left alone or forgotten or
only visited sporadically around the
holidays because “they don’t know
any different anyway”.
Obstacles
You must also consider obstacles
to such choices. Assisted living and
nursing homes do not allow pets, for
instance. One colleague told me about
an elderly patient who has Alzheimer’s
and refuses to leave her home because
she refuses to give up her dog. This is
a very real emotional attachment and
should not be underestimated. Many
facilities have long waiting lists that
could take months or years to get in
or they may not accept patients with
certain diagnoses.
Then there is the emotional
detachment of letting go of all of

their belongings, selling their home,
and leaving their memories behind.
Everyone fights for their independence
and resists anyone’s attempts to take
that away, so imagine being told “you
can no longer drive, give me the keys”,
or “you might set the house on fire,
you can no longer cook for yourself”.
Imagine going from a home with
several rooms to a one room space that
you are supposed to adapt to and feel
comfortable.
The financial drain of assisted living
and nursing homes is tremendous. The
average cost starts at $56,000/year and
any long term stay is not covered on
insurance or Medicare. In-home care
could cost less or as much or more,
depending on the number of hours/
week you have staff. The financial
burden must be considered and talked
about beforehand. Believe it or not,
it is sometimes worth considering
qualifying them for Medicaid. No
matter what you or your parents’
financial situation, there is a lot to
consider, strategize, and plan.
Ask your parents where they want to
die; in the hospital or at home. Ask
them how they want to die; what life
sustaining and/or saving measures,
a “DNR” (do not resuscitate) order,
hospice, etc. Ask if they want to be
cremated or buried and where.
Although these subjects may make
you or your parents uncomfortable,
they should not be avoided.

Giselle Bellanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available for
appointments in person, by phone, or by skype webcam.
Contact info: ggbelangerpv@gmail.com
Mex cell: 044 (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203
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It happened that during a
recent conversation with a close
girlfriend, she recalled a fond
memory and epiphany that went
something like this.
“I had called my estranged
husband, who was living with
his assistant, (for whom he had
left me) to invite him to a concert
at the Lincoln Center in NYC.
He would call back and would
try to get away from the other
woman (new ball and chain)…
He never called back. However,
the good thing is, while walking
to the Lincoln Center alone, in
one of those perfect spring days
in Manhattan, I was hit with a
Cupid’s arrow and fell in love with
myself, experiencing fulfillment,
pure joy and satisfaction with
my own company, me, myself
and I. Ever since that moment,
my own company has been my
best company and has brought
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Krystal Frost

me enormous relief in difficult
times and situations.”
That got me thinking... then,
did a little Googgling on the
subject, and a bunch of words
popped up like:
Self-compassion
is
extending
compassion
to
one’s self in instances of
perceived inadequacy, failure,
or general suffering. There’s a
bunch of information about self
compassion, and even a scale
of where one falls in the selfcompassion department, classes,
workshops,
homework…
wow... the list goes on.
Mindfulness:
Selfcompassion requires taking
a balanced approach to one’s
negative emotions so that
feelings are neither suppressed nor
exaggerated. Negative thoughts
and emotions are observed with
openness, so that they are held in
mindful awareness. Mindfulness
is a non-judgmental, receptive
state of mind in which individuals
observe their thoughts and
feelings as they are, without
trying to suppress or deny them.
Self-esteem: In sociology and
psychology, self-esteem reflects
a person’s overall subjective
emotional evaluation of his or
her own worth. It is a judgment
of oneself as well as an attitude
toward the self.
Possessing
little self-regard can lead people
to become depressed, to fall
short of their potential, or to
tolerate abusive situations and

relationships. Too much selfesteem, on the other hand,
results in an off-putting sense of
entitlement and an inability to
learn from failures.
Again,
there’s
tons
of
information on how to handle self
esteem, classes. Life coaches,
workshops (yikes!)
Self-acceptance
is
an
individual’s
satisfaction
or
happiness with oneself, and
is thought to be necessary for
good mental health.
Selfacceptance
involves
selfunderstanding, a realistic, albeit
subjective, awareness of one’s
strengths and weaknesses. Selfacceptance does not mean that
you accept what you are and do
nothing to change and improve.
It does not mean accepting your

fate and life as it is. Becoming
aware
and
acknowledging
your behavior, habits and your
personality, and not being afraid
to look at yourself as you are, is an
important step to self-acceptance.
When you accept yourself as you
are, you put yourself in a better
position to begin improving
yourself. You can be sure there are
life coaches, yoga teachers,
classes, workshops and all
matter of information on
how to…
All lead to (it seems)
Self-Love, which has
often been seen as a moral
flaw, akin to vanity and
selfishness.
However,
in the last 50 years or
so, the definition has
changed thanks to modern
philosophers such as Erich
Fromm
proposing that
loving oneself is different
from
being
arrogant,
conceited or egocentric,
meaning instead caring
about oneself, and taking
responsibility for oneself.
Fromm goes on to propose
a re-evaluation of selflove in a positive sense, arguing
that in order to be able to truly
love another person, a person
needs first to love oneself, in
the way of respecting oneself,
and knowing oneself (e.g. being
realistic and honest about one’s
strengths and weaknesses).
Thats what they say…
Psychology Today, Google...
Wikipedia...
I say, hey, I can take myself
only so much... then I gotta go
to a fantasy futuristic movie and
hold hands with a loved one while
eating forbidden foods… we call
that being human.

Krystal Frost
For questions and comments - Cell: 322 116-9645,
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

Who are the members of the team
required to transfer property in
Mexico?
The team in Mexico can include:
the real estate agents, notary,
attorneys for buyer and seller,
transaction coordinator, escrow
company. When needed, specialists
such as land surveyors, structural
engineers, and tradesman such
as plumbers and electricians can
inspect the property.
With foreigners who need a
trust, and nationals who choose
to put their property into one, the
additional team member is the bank
administrator of the trust.
Who is the Notary?
He is
a specialized attorney who is
appointed to practice notary law
in a Mexican state. The notary
has other jobs besides handling
the transfer of real estate property,
including collection of capital gains
taxes, witnessing wills, business
contracts, leases, etc.
The notary does not represent the
buyer or seller, but he is expected to
not favor one over the other, to be
fair and clear to all parties.
In this market, there has evolved
the practice for many agents
to advise their clients about
transaction coordinators who may
work with the notary, but not be
an employee.
The transaction
coordinator has become popular
for bilingual communication with
foreigners.
When the transaction coordinator
is to be a part of the notary process,

assume the notary is his advocate
nor think he doesn’t need his own
attorney. The notary represents
the government and cannot be an
advocate for a buyer or seller in the
same transaction.
2.- The transaction coordinator,
in my opinion, should not be the
attorney for either the buyer or
seller. He should be a neutral third
party to avoid conflicts of interest.
3.- If the transaction
coordinator
is
paid by the notary
and by the seller
or buyer (as their
attorney), who does
he represent? How
can the coordinator
represent
the
government
and
a
principle
to
the
transaction
without there being
a potential for a
conflict of interest?

Harriet Murray

he is paid a fee by the
notary to help bring
in more business and
process the paperwork.
The notary has to sign
and approve all formal
documents.
A buyer or seller
expects his real estate
agent to be his advocate,
and the attorney whom
he hires to advise him
of the legality of the
sale by examining the
recorded documents of
the seller and the new documents
created for the buyer. The normal
agent cannot do this due diligence,
as he is not an attorney nor
knowledgeable in the federal and
legal requirements for transferring
Mexican real estate.
Remember that agents are not
educated, trained or licensed here
as they are required to be in the
rest of North America. The legal
process of buying and selling is
under Roman law, in particular
Napoleonic Code.

A foreign buyer or seller from
the US or Canada should not
rely on what they understand
about English Common law for a
purchase here.
A buyer or seller from Europe
will have some familiarity with the
notary system and the real estate
agent requirements in the European
Common Market. Notaries are used
for real estate transfer in Europe
and Latin America.
Conclusions:
1.- A seller or buyer should never

This article is based upon public
information and my personal
experience in the Puerto VallartaBahia de Banderas areas. I
recommend that each potential
buyer or seller of Mexican real
estate conduct his own due
diligence and review.

Harriet Murray

Can be contacted at harriet@casasandvillas.com
www.casasandvillas.com
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Emergency
Phone Numbers
PUERTO VALLARTA & RIVIERA NAYARIT

Emergency Line: 911

Hospiten

226.2081

Ongoing Events & More...
Historical Naval Museum
(right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) $45. Pesos.
Voladores de Papantla perform @ 6 p.m.
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.
Tues. to Fri. - 9 & 11 a.m. + 1 & 3 p.m., Sat.: 9 & 11 a.m.
+ 1 p.m. - El Salado Estuary Mangroves Tours,
bilingual guides. Reserve at Cell: (322) 201-7361.
Mondays - 11 a.m. - Mahjongg - at Andale’s - 221-5730
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:30 a.m. - Humanitarian Tour of
Corazón de Niña, including brunch. Reserve: 224-9209
Wednesdays - 8 p.m. - Practilonga! at J&B Dancing Club, Fco. I. Madero 178. Free!

222.0923

178-8999 / Emergency: 911
178-8800 / Emergency: 222-1527

In Guadalajara: 01 333 268-2100
Emergency: 01 555 080-2000
Email: conagencypuertov@state.gov

Fridays - Shabbat Services & dinner.
Info & Reservations: Rabbi@chabadvallarta.com
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays - 9 a.m. to closing - PETCO
Cats & Dogs Adoption Center - next to La Comer

Thursdays - 6 to 19 p.m. - Marina Market in the Marina
Fridays - 9:30 am - 1:30 pm - Marsol Market - by the pier
Saturday - 9 am - 1 pm - Farmers’ Market - at The Big
Apple & Co., I.L.Vallarta & Lazaro Cardenas

Saturdays
10:30 a.m.-12 noon - Writers’ Group - at the Boutique
Theatre, upstairs at Nacho Daddy’s
11 a.m.-2 p.m. - AngeliCat & Acopio Pet Adoptions at Plaza Caracol
5 p.m. - Bilingual Mass - at Our Lady of Guadalupe
12 noon to 1 p.m. - Center for Spiritual Living - at the
Cuale Cultural Center on Isla Cuale Rev.CorinaScherer
Sundays - 6 to 7 p.m. - Municipal Band,
7 to 8 p.m. - Danzon Music - Dancing in the main square
SPCA - To find your perfect companion animal rescued by the
SPCA, please contact spcapv@gmail.com

May 18 & 19
Down Puerto Vallarta
2019
facebook.com/downpuertovallarta
May 19 to 26
Vallarta Pride 2019
vallartapride.com
Facebook: orgullovallartapride
May 23rd - “Carmen” ballet
at Teatro Vallarta
Facebook: Teatro Vallarta
May 25th - “Faust” opera
at Teatro Vallarta
Facebook: Teatro Vallarta
May 25 to 27
Mexican Beach Volleyball
Open PV 2019
www.prolarx.com
Until June 10th
Restaurant Week(s)
restaurantweekpv.com
Solution to crossword on page 23

PLEASE leaf through this issue for the many events that
do not appear here ...and JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!
N.B.: All events are subject to change without notice.

For a comprehensive list of most -if not all- charity groups and
non-profit organizations in and around PV, you may want to check out:
ww.puertovallarta.net/fast_facts/non-profit.php
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THIS WEEK!

Solution to Sudoku on page 23

AEROTRON
226-8440
AIR CANADA 01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA
01 800 252-7522
AMERICAN 01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL
See United
DELTA
01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER 01 800 432-1359
INTERJET
01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY 01 800 924-6184
UNITED
01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS 01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO 01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST 01 800 435 9792
WESTJET
01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS
01 551 102-8000

9 a.m. – English Services, also Bilingual Services on Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
– at Calvary Chapel (non-denominational) by Hotel Las Palmas
9:30 a.m. – English Worship Service – First Baptist Church,
next to Park Hidalgo
9:30 a.m. - Grace Vineyard Church Bilingual at Westin Resort & Spa
in the PV Marina, 9:30 - English, 10 - Español.
10 a.m. - Traditional Christian communion service – at the
Anglican Church Puerto Vallarta (formerly Christ Church by the sea)
10 a.m. – English Services w/communion, Anglican/Episcopal –
at Christ Church by the Sea – Plaza Genovesa
10 a.m. - Amazing Grace Christian Church - Non-Denominational at Ciao Restaurant, Paseo Cocoteros 35, Nuevo Vallarta.
10:30 a.m. — Non-denominational Contemporary Christian Worship
Paradise Church at Act II

Animal lovers! These are the
Facebook pages of some PV
non-profits that love them too.
animalistas de puerto vallarta
25,000+ friends
PV AnimalAc 1,800+ friends
PV’s Animal Shelter
pv mexico adopt foster and
flight angels 1,400+ members
assists PV’s Animal Shelter
Friends of Puerto Vallarta Animals
8,300+ followers
assists PV’s Animal Shelter
PuRR Project
1,300+ followers
www.purrproject.com
AngeliCat
8,700+ followers
Paraíso Felino
1,400+ followers
Match Dog Com Puerto Vallarta
2,500+ followers
MexPup
7,500+ followers
www.mexpup.com
Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic
1,800+ followers
Peace Animals
6,600+ followers
www.peaceanimals.org
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A few weeks ago, I interrupted
the 3-part series on buying your
next computer, to insert a major
PR fail for Samsung and the
Galaxy Fold. Well, the dust has
settled a bit more now, for me
to be able to give you a clearer
picture of what happened, what
the status is now of the Fold ...and
possibly what will happen with
the Fold.
First let’s review what this
is all about and how we got
here. For most of the second
half of 2018, we started hearing
rumors of several smartphone
manufacturers working on a new
type of smartphone. Not that
anyone has been screaming for
it, but the powers that be, seemed
to think consumers “needed” a
“folding smartphone”!
Most of the rumors for this new
type of smartphone were coming
out of Samsung, but out of the
blue, a small Chinese company
called “Xiaomi” beat Samsung
to the punch back in February, by
announcing their prototype of an
OLED foldable smartphone, just
2 days BEFORE Samsung did.
Now, well into 2019, it seems
that Samsung, Motorola, LG,
Huawei and Xiaomi are all racing
to see who can be the first to come
to market with this new idea for
smartphones. I’ve seen many of
the concept photos over the past
few months, but none have looked
as nice and “practical” as what

20

little known Xiaomi has been
working on (again still based only
on photos).
The Samsung Galaxy Fold was
originally set for public release
on April 26 with big media events
planned. Earlier in April, Samsung
had sent out production grade
versions of the Galaxy Fold to
reviewers and media influencers,
to get the word out, YouTube
videos uploaded, and to generate
buzz for this “revolutionary” new
smartphone.
The Galaxy Fold had a long
rectangular (candy bar) front
screen which expanded into a 7.3”
tablet when opened like a book
and had 6 cameras on the entire
device. Ambitious to say the least.
Well, turns out in real world use,
the Galaxy Fold was nowhere near
ready for public release-another
rush to market. Within just a
few days of use, many reviewers
reported major screen failures! In
fact, it is reported that there was
more than an 80% failure rate,
for the devices sent out prior to

the official launch!! A big issue
seems to have been real world
usage with dust and lint from your
pocket slipping under the OLED
screen, which renders the $2,000.
USD device useless, in just hours
or days!
Now Samsung proudly reported
testing the folding mechanism (in
a sterile laboratory environment)
tens of thousands of times,
stressing out the whole hinge
hardware component. That’s all
fine and dandy, but they never
thought about the fact that, in
the real world, dust and lint from
users’ pockets gets under the top
and bottom fold points of the
OLED screen!! Ooops!
Another reported issue was
that reviewers noticed a thin
film on the screen separating
and removed it. For anyone
who’s bought a smartphone in
the past 12 years, it’s common
for smartphones to come with a
thin screen protector film applied
during manufacturing, to protect
the screen until shipping.
It’s a normal instinct for users to
remove this plastic off the screen,
but in the Fold’s case, it turns out
this was an important “permanent”
screen component. This led to
even more screen failures. Once
word got out within days of
real world usage about the high
failure rates, Samsung requested
all reviewers to send back their
devices.
After starting to analyze some of
these returned devices, Samsung
quickly cancelled their big rollout

events scheduled and still has
no updated release date for the
Fold (at the time of this writing).
Looks like Samsung is going to
have to reengineer major flaws
discovered outside of their sterile
labs that the device was tested in.
Samsung has reportedly set
itself a May 30th deadline to
rework the Galaxy Fold and get it
ready for consumer use… if not,
Samsung will reportedly cancel
all pre-orders for the Fold and
refund customers as needed.
Now Samsung’s bid to lead this
new fold-ables market could be
trumped by the Huawei and their
Mate X, which is scheduled to
launch in June with a significantly
different design.
Whereas the Galaxy Fold has
a small external screen and a
separate tablet display when
opened like a book, the Mate
X has its whole display on the
outside of the device when folded.
This looks like a nicer approach
to a fold-able (in photos), but
we’re yet to find out whether it
will be more or less vulnerable to
the damage and dirt issues that the
Samsung Fold is experiencing.
Time will tell what will happen
with this new type of smartphone,
but my best advice is to WAIT.
Don’t preorder any of them and
let the products come out first.
Best to let others be the guinea
pigs for these big tech companies.
That’s all my time for now. If
you’d like to download this article
or previous ones, you can do so at
www.RonnieBravo.com and click
on “articles”. See you again next
week... until then, remember: only
safe Internet!

Ronnie Bravo
Can be found at CANMEX Computers.
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs, Data
Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware upgrades,
Graphic Design, House-calls available. Cellular 044322-157-0688 or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com

This week we’ve seen a
dramatic increase in water
temperatures and you can imagine
what the results of that would be.
We’re seeing Dorado, yes, I said
Dorado in the 20-lb range and
frankly, I’m surprised. The deep
water locations are getting a pulse
again, the fishing both in and out
of the bay while not perfect, is
getting better by the day.
May is normally a transition
month, water temperatures will
increase incrementally, we could
see some dirty water days as
currents become swirling with
warm and cold water clashing.
We haven’t seen that as yet, but
it’s coming. Strangely enough
we’re seeing Dorado in the
Los Arcos area. Not a surprise
they’re there, but a surprise that
they’re there now! Very early,
but very welcome. Having said
that, it can’t be long before we
see Dorado number increase, stay
tuned. Those looking to the deep
water locations are seeing much
the same, but different. Corbeteña
has seen football Yellowfin Tuna
to 60 lbs. for weeks now, but
they’re still picky, still tough to
get them to take baits, but they’re
out there. Now there have been
reports of Yellowfin Tuna around
El Banco at 80 kilos, or more
than 160 lbs., same deal, lots
of available baits, not easy, but

Stan Gabruk

worth a shot for now. Corbeteña
has seen some of the same, but
again it’s not easy, it’s all day
hoping for a few strikes. Sailfish
are also roaming the area, as are
Striped Marlin. Dorado have been
boated in this area at 30 lbs., Jack
Crevalle at 40 lbs. are still thick
and still stealing baits. Plenty
of Bullet Bonito in the area for
bait and there are several baits to
choose from. All in all it’s worth
the time, strangely enough in May.
Looking at El Moro, on the
back side to Corbeteña you can
find Sailfish, Striped Marlin from
150 to 225 lbs., Jack Crevalle
to 40 lbs., Bonito to 30 lbs. El
Moro is the place to be right now
as Punta Mita is weak at best.
The Marieta Islands are patrolled
by the authorities now that the
popular tourist attraction of the
lover’s beach, you can’t get near
the island to fish. Yes, there are
fish to be caught, but the reefs
and structure are off limits, even
though this area has been fished
since the beginning!

(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

Inside the bay it’s still pretty
much about Bonito and the
Groupers / Snappers at the river
mouths. With water temperatures
leaping upwards it’s just a
matter of time before these great
tasting options move on. As
I also mentioned earlier, there
are Dorado in the 20-lb range
or maybe larger at Los Arcos.
Don’t be surprised if you start
seeing Sailfish in the same area.
Naturally you’ll find fish in the
bay, Sierra Mackerel are kinda
thin but there.

Snappers are always around
structure or rocks. But be advised
the farther out, the better the
fishing. Four-hour trips are still
producing, but the fact of the
matter is your best in the bay
option is a six-hour trip.
Water temperatures are now
between 76 to 80 degrees,
depending on where you are. The
bite is still happening in the early
hour ranges, just be where you
want to be, before 08:30 a.m.
Until next week, don’t forget to
kiss Your Fish!
Monster Yellowfin Tuna, sound
good to you? Our new (to us) 60ft Hatteras is the most comfortable
fishing vessel targeting Yellowfin
tuna at Puerto Vallarta’s world
famous fishing grounds. Compare
our prices to the “Bargain boats”
that stuff ten or more bargain
chasers. Six people, 2.5 days,
luxury with everything included.
Our introductory rate of $8,800.
USD sounds expensive, but our
“per person” price / cost can’t be
beat on any level. I invite you to
investigate your options then give
us a call! This is pure value.

Stan Gabruk
Web page: www.MasterBaiters.com.mx ,
Local Ph. at: (044) 322 779 7571 or our international
number is: 011 52 322 209-1128, 10 to 9 local time.

www.facebook.com/pages/Master-BaitersSportfishing-Tackle/88817121325
The trade name Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing
and Tackle is protected under trade mark law
and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.
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The genus Cassia includes more
than 500 species of herbs, shrubs and
trees that are native to the world’s
tropical areas but include some of its
most spectacular flowering plants.
However,
discrepancies
abound
in reference materials with some
“botanists” placing many of the species
into a genus called Senna while many
others consider that an invalid name.
Now add to that the fact that many of
the individual species freely hybridize
and … well, one may encounter no
little confusion in identifying specific
individuals in this family.
Aware of this, it was with trepidation
that I endeavored to write about this
magnificent tree with its long, drooping
sprays of flowers, awash on bare limbs
in a mantle of glorious golden yellow.
These deciduous evergreen trees of
thirty to fifty feet (9.14-15.24 meters) in
height and a spread of twenty to forty feet
(6.10-12.19 meters) with their stunning,
pendant, flower clusters – each flower
comprised of five petals - are native to
India. But, they also well proliferate
here on the Central Pacific coast of
Mexico. How and when did they get
here? Simply, I can find little more than
comments such as that they are now
“widely cultivated and naturalized in
the tropics including West Indies and
continental tropical America.” Suffice it
to say that they are here and we are all
that much more the better for it!
Drought tolerant, they like full sun
and – as a most handsome ornamental
tree that flowers from spring to
early fall attracting bees, butterflies
and small birds – are often found
in yards/gardens as a shade tree or
along streets. But be aware that the
branches are brittle. It is grown best
in well-draining soil. During the
second half of the growing season it
can be susceptible to mildew or leaf
spot. And, be not alarmed when the
leaves fall from the tree while it is in
its prodigious blooming mode.
The leaves can grow to two feet
(61 cm) long with 8 to 16 large (8
inches (20 cm) in length ovate, glossy
leaflets that closely resemble the
leaves of a Ficus benjamina. Those
stunning flowers display themselves
in long drooping terminal racemes
(clusters) with the individual flower
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Tommy Clarkson

(Cassia fistula) Family: Fabaceae
Also known as: Yellow Shower, Golden Shower Tree, Indian
Laburnum, Purging Cassia, Pudding Pipe Tree or Lluvia de Oro

The seeds pods look quitter similar to those of the Catalpa of my youth
and with which we would “sword fight!”

If one squints their eyes just right,
those really might look like large
golden raindrops! (OK, OK, I’ve a
rather active imagination!)

stalks being one to two and half inches
long. Its fruit pods – which turn from
dark green to black when mature - are
pendulous, cylindrical, brown and
septate (meaning divided by a septum).
They’re 10 to 36 inches (25.40-91.44)
long, one half to just over one inch
(1.27-2.54 cm) in diameter and have
25-100 lenticular (shaped like a
biconvex lens), lustrous, light brown
seeds found in a sticky brown pulp.
While used as firewood, its reddish
wood is hard, heavy, strong and
durable and well suited in cabinetry,
for inlay work or use as posts or in
the making of wheels or mortars. The
bark is used in tanning.

It is Thailand’s national tree as well
as the country’s national flower. It is
also the state flower of Kerala in India.
That noted, be aware that a couple
of small “downsides” to this tree are
that the seed pods can become a litter
problem and have an unpleasant odor.
Lastly – and many will consider the
following information as more than
you needed to know - it is a veritable
cornucopia for folk remedies. In fact,
In Ayurvedic medicine, the Golden
Shower tree is known as aragvadha,
which means the ‘disease killer’. (Deep
breath, here we go!) It is used in the
treatment of “tumors of the abdomen,
glands, liver, stomach, and throat as
well as cancer. It is employed as an
astringent, laxative, purgative, and
vermifuge as well as used to treat burns,
cancer, constipation, convulsions,
delirium, diarrhea, dysuria, epilepsy,
hematuria and pimples. The seed is
recognized as antibilious, carminative,
and a laxative; the root for adenopathy,
burning sensations, leprosy, skin
diseases, syphilis, and tubercular
glands; the leaves for erysipelas,
malaria, rheumatism, and ulcers; the
buds for biliousness, constipation,
fever, leprosy, and skin disease; the
fruit for abdominal pain, constipation,
fever, heart disease, and leprosy;
the flowers for a purgative, use as
an anti-inflammatory, antipyretic,
abortifacient, demulcent, purgative,
as well as being good for chest
complaints, eye ailments, flu, heart and
liver ailments, and rheumatism”… and
a significant deal more, which time and
space – “thankfully” (I believe I heard
you mutter) - precludes inclusion!
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_
Review-g150791-d5984161-Reviews-Ola_Brisa_
Gardens-Manzanillo_Pacific_Coast.html

Tommy Clarkson
In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens, Tommy and
Patty’s verdant, multi-terraced tropical paradise
nestled on a hill overlooking the magnificent vista of
Santiago Bay. Leisurely meander its curved, paved
path, experiencing, first hand, a delicious array of
palms, plants and flowers from all over the world.
Or e-mail questions to him at olabrisa@gmail.com
For back issues of “Roots”, gardening tips, tropical
plant book or to schedule a tropical garden lunch,
please visit www.olabrisagardens.com

If that’s not beautiful, I don’t know what is!

https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl

Erick Agard | Will Shortz |

New York Times

Solution on Page 18

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row,
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box).
Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.
It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.
Solution on Page 18
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(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)
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(See location number on Central Map)

