26 APRIL TO 2 MAY - 2019

ISSUE 543

pvmcitypaper.com

You are here, finally!
We wish you a warm

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at
the maps on this page, you will note that PV (as the locals call it) is on
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in
the Pacific. Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

Welcome

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION: 350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny
days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and the
rainy season extends from late June to early October.
FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer,
raccoon, etc.
SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine
National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where
diving is allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of
any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit of
the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter.
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected species, arrive to
its shores to lay their eggs.
ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism,
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture,
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon,
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.
CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in
Mexico although Canadian and American dollars are widely
accepted.
BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes.
Current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and passengers
must purchase a new ticket every time they board another
bus. There are no “transfers”.
TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port

that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates
per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown,
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help
you check it out or lodge a complaint.
Uber has also been available in PV for the past year or so.
Download their app in your smartphone.
TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time,
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La Cruz
de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc. North
of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.
TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long
distance calls from your hotel room. Some establishments
charge as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!
CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from the U.S. and
Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322,
then the seven digit number of the person you’re calling. Omit
the prefix if dialling a land line.
LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 10%-15% of the bill
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids,
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave,
ask «La cuenta, por favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.
MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio),
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners. Better
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yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from your
account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money at
your hotel. Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.
WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed
version of all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa,
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that
the original “small town” flavor is maintained downtown, in
the Old Town and on the South Side.
DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican vacation
must inevitably lead to an encounter with Moctezuma’s
revenge is just that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for
human consumption. It is one of only two cities in Mexico that
can boast of such accomplishment. True, the quality of the
water tested at the purification plant varies greatly from what
comes out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On
the other hand, most large hotels have their own purification
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled
water just about anywhere.
EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often
fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta.
Many would like to bring it back with them, but believe that the
laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for
more info: 293-3690.
LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take
one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. Before
boarding, make sure you have a map and take note of the
places you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten path.
Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes you. And
don’t worry - this is a safe place.

“Happy Día de los Niños!”

An Important Notice:
The PVMIRROR wants your views and
comments. Please send them by e-mail to:

avineberg@yahoo.com

PV Mirror es una publicación semanal. Certificados
de licitud de título
y contenido en tramite.
Prohibida la reproducción total o parcial de su
contenido, imágenes y/o fotografías sin previa
autorización por escrito del editor.

NOTE:

To Advertisers & Contributors and those with public
interest announcements, the deadline for publication is:

2:00 pm on Monday of the
week prior to publication.

250 words max, full name,
street or e-mail address and/
or tel. number for verification
purposes only. If you do not
want your name published, we
will respect your wishes. Letters
& articles become the property
of the PVMIRROR and may be
edited and/or condensed for
publication. The articles in this
publication are provided for the
purpose of entertainment and
information only. The PV Mirror
City Paper does not accept
any responsibility or liability
for the content of the articles
on this site or reliance by any
person on the site’s contents.
Any reliance placed on such
information is therefore strictly
at such person’s own risk.
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Dear Editor,

The world’s favorite season is the spring.
All things seem possible in May.
- Edwin Way Teale
In Mexico, the month of May is filled
with holidays, holy days, and fiestas. It is
a time for colors, in the trees’ blooms all
over town, in the mouthwatering dishes
presented during “Restaurant Week(s)”,
and in the traditions and customs that
make this country’s culture so very
fascinating. It is one of the most beautiful
months of the year in Puerto Vallarta.
Wednesday is May Day, then the Day
of the Holy Cross, then Cinco de Mayo,
followed by the Altruism Festival, then
Mother’s Day (always celebrated on
May 10th in Mexico), then… Restaurant
Week(s) from the 15th to the first week in
June! Also, I shouldn’t forget to mention
the Vallarta Pride celebrations that will
run from the 17th to the 25th. And on the
31st, we will celebrate the anniversary
of Puerto Vallarta’s foundation with
numerous public events and lots more
fireworks.
As I tell you every year:
“It’s May, let’s play!”
Last week, a number of people asked if
the issue of the Mirror they were picking
up was the last printed one for the season.
(Same thing happened two years ago
for some reason unknown to us.) Not
to worry, you will continue to find the
Mirror at all your favorite pick-up points.
We hope you enjoy yourselves and if
you’re visiting us, we wish you a most
pleasant stay in our town.
Allyna Vineberg
Editor / Publisher

In March, while shopping at Los Mercados
on Aquiles Serdan, I saw a man reading about
creativity in the market’s inviting courtyard. He
introduced himself as Marty, and I learned he has a
Polish poster art gallery.
Several days later, I visited former anthropology
professor Marty Rosenberg at Posters
International on Leona Vicario. Beginning in San
Francisco in the late 1970s, Marty has amassed
Polish posters that captivate viewers with color,
design and typography. The artists use negative
space to focus their message. I liked Marty’s
Polish airline poster of a globe with a tourist sitting
on contrails that crisscross the work.
So, what makes the mind take hold of a notion and
create? This is part of what Marty is researching
for his new book. I bought Marty’s previous
book, Grab the Brass Ring, which he signed for
me at his gallery. He suggested my partner and
I try Melissa’s, a nearby restaurant on Josefa
Ortiz de Dominguez. We ate fine Mahi-mahi a la
Veracruzana served by Diego, the owner’s son.
Sitting by the window, we took in this old, hilly
neighborhood.
Thank you, Marty, for making Vallarta personal,
creative and special.
Jan Wiezorek
Niles, Michigan

Dear Editor,
My wife and I have a home in Nuevo Vallarta. We
love Mexico and all the sports including bicycles.
In Nuevo we have sidewalks, roads and bike
paths. More and more people are riding bikes.
Can you add some verbiage in your ‘about
Mexico’ in the front of your paper telling walkers to
be courteous on a bike path?
Example: share the bike path while walking, but
remember it is for bicycles. Walk toward cyclists,
step off when approached. People are often startled
by a cyclist and almost get hit.
Be aware of your surroundings and yield to cyclists,
for courtesy, for safety, for good common sense.
Thank you.
Michael Ayler
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MOVIES & MADNESS: Did
not make it to a theater this week,
but did stay glued to the television
watching the events swirling about
the release of the Mueller Report.
Upfront, let’s consider the
good news. In the report was
this: “Although the investigation
established that the Russian
government perceived it would
benefit from a Trump presidency
and worked to secure that outcome,
and that the Campaign expected
it would benefit electorally from
information stolen and released
through Russian efforts, the
investigation did not establish that
members of the Trump campaign
conspired or coordinated with the
Russian government in its election
interference activities.”
This means two things: 1)
Donald Trump did not collude and
2) Russia performed an act of war.
It is good news regarding POTUS
because if he had conspired with
Russia he would have performed
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Joe Harrington

a treasonous act. However, he still
has not used his authority to punish
Russia for what it did, and has not
implemented safeguards to prevent
this from happening again.
The
president’s
statements
regarding once the report was
released did a 180o from when
AG Barr first made his initial
summation. POTUS, obviously
not taking the time to read the
thing himself, praised its findings
and Mueller. The day following
the release of the Mueller report,
POTUS’ mantra became when
asked a question, “Fake news,

folks, fake news.” He also called
the report, “Total Bullshit.”
Others did not concur. It is
pointless to quote Democrats as a
Trump loyalist will just shrug and
think fake news. So here’s what
Chris Christie – a staunch loyalist
to the president, said on ABC news
when The Investigation aired. “It is
a good day for the president because
whenever you’re investigated for a
crime and you’re not charged, it’s
a good day. There are still many
challenges that this report is going
to present for the president going
forward, from Congress and from
the other 14 investigations that are
going on at U.S. attorney’s offices
around the country.”
When asked about the Russian
interference Christie said, “The
depth and breadth of the Russian
efforts to me was really chilling.”
He went on to add regarding the
Michael Cohen situation that it
was much more perilous for the
White House than was Bob Mueller.
“The Mueller investigation remains
a threat to Trump. There’s no way
you can make this shorter but there’s
lots of ways you can make it longer,
and one of the ways to do that is
to say you’re in the clear when
the prosecutor still has subpoena
authority.”
Mitt Romney, former GOP
presidential candidate, said, “I
am sickened at the extent and
pervasiveness of dishonesty and
misdirection by individuals in the
highest office of the land, including
the President. I am also appalled
that, among other things, fellow
citizens working in a campaign
for president welcomed help from
Russia - including information

that had been illegally obtained;
that none of them acted to inform
American law enforcement.”
The Report also revealed that
White House counsel Don McGahn
saved the President when he refused
to obey an order to tell Rosenstein
to fire Mueller – this on June 17,
2017, the very beginning of the
Mueller investigation. If that isn’t
attempted obstruction, I don’t know
what could be. I always thought that
premeditating a crime was a crime
in and of itself.
AG Barr gave a puzzling speech
before handing over the redacted
Mueller Report. Why puzzling?
He had to know that within hours
what he said would be challenged
as whitewash. That afternoon I
flipped back and forth between
three channels: CNN, MSNBC and
Fox News. CNN and MSNBC were
interviewing pundits and lawyers and
talking heads about the ramifications
of the report – topic most covered
was Mueller basically handing the
evidence over for Congress to do
with it whatever it saw fit. Not Fox.
They were playing what Barr said
with nary a word – at least while I
watched – about the extent of the
full ramifications in that report –
even playing video of the president
saying, “Full exoneration.”
Easter Sunday I did the same thing
– except this time with staples like
Meet the Press and Face the Nation.
All presented views from both the
right and the left. I should add for
color - make that “heated views.”
I turned to Fox – the program The
Five was on. What was coverED?
A food festival in Nashville. My
point? If you only watch Fox as
your sole input for information on
what’s going you are receiving a
distorted or – day I write? – doses of
fake news because, as Saint Thomas
once wrote, “A lie of omission is as
bad as a lie of commission.”

Joe Harrington
Is an internationally published author and documentary
filmmaker. He can be reached with a comment or
criticism at JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com
Artwork by Bob Crabb.

The International Children’s Day (ICD) or Day of the Child originated
at the World Conference for the Wellbeing of Children in Geneva,
Switzerland, in 1925. Since December 14, 1954, United Nations and
UNESCO have stated that November 20th -Universal Children’s Dayis “to be observed as a day of worldwide fraternity and understanding
between children. It recommended that the Day is to be observed also
as a day of activity devoted to promoting the ideals and objectives of the
Charter and the welfare of the children of the world.” The organization
responsible for the development of this project was UNICEF. Since then,
more than a hundred countries celebrate the day, though the dates differ
from country to country.
In Mexico, Children’s Day is celebrated on April 30. It is known as
“El Día Del Niño”. On this day teachers in schools organize the day for
their children. In some schools, lessons are suspended for the day. They
organize games, music, and the children bring in their favorite foods to
share with others. Some families also have a day out with their children.
There are special activities for the children in parks and sports centers.
Sometimes, also, the children will be given presents by their families.
This is the day when children are honored in Mexico.
The Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of the Child
in 1959, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989. This
Convention was carefully drafted over the course of 10 years (1979-1989)
with the input of representatives from all societies, all religions and all
cultures. A working group made up of members of the UN Commission
on Human Rights, independent experts and observer delegations of nonmember governments, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and UN
agencies was charged with the drafting.
The World Conference on Human Rights, held in Vienna in 1993, set
the end of 1995 as a target for the universal ratification of the Convention
on the Rights of the Child. By the last day of that year, 193 States had
ratified, making it the most widely and rapidly ratified human rights treaty
in history. As of June 2011, the United States, which has not yet ratified the
Convention per se, has ratified both of the Optional Protocols. It is one of
only 2 UN members not to have ratified it (the others being South Sudan).
In November 2013, Somalia re-committed itself to ratifying the convention,
and South Sudan’s parliament has passed a bill to ratify the convention.
Children’s Day is a chance to call the governments’ attention to the
needs of children and parents. It is also meant to inform children so they
know when they are victims of an abuse or if they are not receiving what
they are entitled to: education, housing and healthy nutrition, among
others. They all have these rights, without exception.
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(See location number on Central Map)

Shmuel Ross

May 1st, often called May Day,
just might have more holidays than
any other day of the year. It’s a
celebration of Spring. It’s a day of
political protests. It’s a neo-pagan
festival, a saint’s feast day, and a
day for organized labor. In many
countries, it is a national holiday.
In many countries, May Day is
also Labor Day. This originates with
the U.S.’s labor movement in the
late 19th century. On May 1, 1886,
unions across the country went on
strike, demanding that the standard
workday be shortened to 8 hours.
The organizers of these strikes
included socialists, anarchists, and
others in organized
labor
movements.
Rioting in Chicago’s
Haymarket Square
on May 4th - including
a bomb thrown by an
anarchist - led to the
deaths of a dozen
people
(including
several
police
officers) and the
injury of over 100 more.
The
protests
were
not
immediately successful, but they
proved effective down the line, as
8-hour work days eventually did
become the norm. Labor leaders,
socialists, and anarchists around
the world took the American strikes
and their fallout as a rallying
point, choosing May Day as a day
for demonstrations, parades, and
speeches. It was a major state
holiday in the Soviet Union and
other communist countries.
Labor Day is still celebrated

(See location number on Central Map)
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on May 1st in countries around
the world, and it is still often a
day for protests and rallies. In
recent years, these have often been
targeted against globalization. In
2006, United States once again saw
widespread political action on May
Day, centering on the subject of
immigration reform. Various groups
and communities, under the heading
of “A Day Without Immigrants,”
held rallies, strikes, and consumer
boycotts to support the rights of
those working and living in the
U.S., and to protest a bill that would
deport many illegal immigrants.
Various authorities have tried to ban
or undermine May Day, particularly
the communist observances during
the Cold War. In 1955, Pope Pius XII
designated May 1 as a feast day of St.
Joseph the Worker. In 1958, President
Eisenhower designated May 1 as both
Law Day and Loyalty Day. Each
of these were specifically aimed at
replacing the communist holiday with
a religious or patriotic one.

Around the Bay of Banderas, all
the banks are closed, and so are
many of the stores and businesses
in town. Exceptions are the big
supermarkets. In the morning,
there is usually a workers’ parade
in the streets of downtown Vallarta,
a political event organized by the
workers’ unions so if you go into
town, you might find some streets
closed to traffic.
(Reference: Information Please®
Database, © 2006 Pearson
Education, Inc.)

Wednesday, May 3rd, is the Día de la Santa Cruz (Day of the
Holy Cross). It is also the Day of the Masons. Construction
workers celebrate a mix of pagan and religious fiestas. Building
contractors customarily throw a party for their workers, most
of the times right on the construction sites, with beer and food.
You might notice wooden crosses adorned with colored paper,
placed on the highest spot of construction sites.
In some communities, like the village of La Cruz de
Huanacaxtle in our neighboring State of Nayarit, La Fiesta de
la Santa Cruz is a week-long fiesta. These events are always
great fun, with processions from the church, street fairs and
dances for all ages. The nightly processions of the faithful
began on May 1st, similar to those to the Virgin of Guadalupe in
December. There are food stands scattered along the street and
a street dance is normally held on May 3rd.
Here in Puerto Vallarta, there is a special service at the Church
of the Holy Cross at the corner of Aguacate and Venustiano
Carranza Streets in Emiliano Zapata, the Romantic Zone on
the south side of town, complete with a street fair, snacks, a
live music stand, games for the young and the young-at-heart, all
culminating with impressive fireworks at night.
Please see the separate article for more detailed information on this
holiday’s events in the Emiliano Zapata neighborhood.

Historical Facts
• The land where Colonia Emiliano Zapata is located was originally
pastures and orchards
• In 1932 the colony Emiliano Zapata was just evolving
• The original name of the colony was
Colonia de Guadalupe, according to
wishes of the then priest of Puerto Las
Peñas
• The priest, Rafael Parra, began
building the chapel of Santa Cruz
• Mrs. Isabel Estrada donated an
orchard for the development of the
church
• The first Mass was celebrated in the
year 1954
• Mr. Cura Rafael Parra donated the
blessed image of Santa Cruz which
contains relics objects of devotion brought
after a pilgrimage to the Holy Land on the
original date of September 14th.
• Benjamin Zavala was the first priest
who lived in this colony. He held the first
novena to the Holy Cross on May 3, which became a more popular date.
• Mrs. Andrea Curiel informs us that the novena was conducted
praying and singing at dawn on the streets of the colony, ending the
procession in the chapel with the celebration of Mass.
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The 7 Arts

Puerto Vallarta’s busy “winter” season is winding down, but Act II still has some amazing shows for you
during this popular Spring season! As the #1 Entertainment Venue in the Banderas Bay, Act II is THE
PLACE to go for live entertainment! Featuring Broadway musicals, musical cabaret and drag shows,
Act II brings to you the “BEST OF THE BEST” performers in the Banderas Bay! www.act2pv.com
Coming Soon to Act II:

Opens May 6!
This delightful, laugh-out-loud American
musical was performed on Broadway from
2003 to 2009. Audiences everywhere have been
captivated by its fresh and funny story, and it won
the prestigious 2004 “Triple Crown” for Tony
Awards… BEST MUSIC, BEST SCORE and
BEST BOOK! AND…. it won FIRST PLACE
in the hearts of Vallartans during its 6-month
run just two years ago! In fact, known as “The
Perfect Vallarta Musical,” it has been the most
requested show to return to the Act II stage!
Tickets are available now at www.act2pv.com!
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Act II is the “#1 Entertainment Venue” ~ TripAdvisor
“#1 Performing Arts Venue” ~ Vallarta Tribune!
TripAdvisor ★★★★★
Located in Zona Romantica -it’s like all of ‘Off Broadway’ rolled
into one building!
“Musicals,
dramatic
theater,
cabaret performances, drag shows
and comedies! I was pleasantly
surprised to discover that a man
named Danny Mininni brought all
of this to the tropical city of Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico. Called Act II
Entertainment Stages, the venue
located in the Zona Romantica
area offers first-rate, affordable
productions nightly on multiple
stages and cabaret lounges.
Plus, cocktails are served right at
your seat! In fact, cocktails begin
flowing in the atmospheric lounge
area as patrons arrive in a steady
buzz of chatter.
…. Apparently, this multi-stage
performance venue has been around
for only 6 years, but is already one
of PV’s must-see attractions. In fact,
even the street where the theater’s
located buzzes nightly with sidewalk
cafes, art galleries, unique boutiques
and street vendors. What more could
you ask for?” ~ borisbetanoff

A big thank you to so many of you
who have written TripAdvisor reviews
on our shows! We couldn’t have done
this without you! Also, it’s not too late to
write a review of YOUR favorite show,
too! Just go to www.tripadvisor.com Be
sure and check this week’s schedule which
is printed below. Many of our shows sell
out, so get your tickets now at act2pv.com!

Act II Shows - Week of April 26 - May 3
FABULOUS FRIDAY, APRIL 26
7:30 - PV’s #1 Songstress, Diana Villamonte “I Will Always Love You,” a Whitney Houston Tribute.
(PV’s #1 show for the past two years! Sells out every week!)
9:30 - Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise”
(Winner of Best Drag Show 2017/18)
SENSATIONAL SATURDAY, APRIL 27
7:30 - “Born to Be Wild,” featuring the beautiful Renee Armand the voice behind the Oscar-winning song, “The Morning After”
9:30 - Mama Tits, the 6’7” hilarious drag diva, starring in “Triple D”
SUPER SUNDAY, APRIL 28
7:30 - “Best of ABBA & Elton,” starring Us Two
and their LIVE BAND (This show sells out every week,
so it is important to get your tickets early!)
9:30 - (FINAL SHOW!) “JoAnna, the Girl with a Gazilion Voices!”
MARVELOUS MONDAY, APRIL 29
7:30 - PV’s #1 Songstress & Runner-up in Voice of Mexico,
Diana Villamonte, starring in “More Motown & Beyond”
(Tickets sell out, so get yours early!)
9:30 - Mama Tits, the 6’7” hilarious drag diva, starring in “Triple D”

NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH TOO!
...with those fabulous, unique pizzas and pastas that
only Encuentros can prepare. Check out the beautiful
new location at 124 Berlin, between Hamburgo and Aldanaca
Streets in Versalles. Tel.: 222-2598. Open and ready to ‘seduce
your senses’ from 1 to 10 p.m. Closed Sundays.

TERRIFIC TUESDAY, APRIL 30
7:30 “Born to Be Wild,” featuring the beautiful Renee Armand the voice behind the Oscar-winning song, “The Morning After”
THRILLING THURSDAY, MAY 2
7:30 - “Born to Be Wild,” featuring the beautiful Renee Armand the voice behind the Oscar-winning song, “The Morning After”
(FINAL SHOW – Saturday, May 4)

Act II has been voted the #1 Entertainment Venue in Puerto Vallarta! For
more information about the venue or shows, check out the 1100+ reviews
on TripAdvisor, or go to www.act2pv.com Tickets are also available at
our box office which is open daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. The Act II
Entertainment Stages complex is located upstairs on the corner of Insurgentes
and Basilio Badillo in the Romantic Zone on the South side of Puerto Vallarta.
For more information, call 222-1512, or follow Act II on Facebook.

(See location number on Central Map)

FABULOUS FRIDAY, MAY 3
7:30 - PV’s #1 Songstress and Runner-up in Voice of Mexico,
Diana Villamonte - “I Will Always Love You,”
a Whitney Houston Tribute
(This show sells out every week, so get your tickets early!)
9:30 - Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise”
(Winner of Best Drag Show 2017/18)
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Anna Reisman

(See location number on Central Map)

Today, April 22nd, is International Earth Day. As I write,
there are numerous posts on the local Facebook pages
asking for help with regard to a project that would divert the
waters of TWO rivers to feed a development south of town.
How can that be? Did the developers not know that they had
no water when they first planned the project? I pray that a
solution may be found to avoid an ecological disaster.
On the positive side, the water treatment plant in Sayulita, that
gorgeous little town north of Vallarta, has been operating since
last week – which will eliminate the dubious fame of being named
the only beach in Mexico unsafe to swim at.
But it’s been crazy the last few weeks… not in a good way. First
we lost Francine Peters. She was a friend of mine, and of so many
in PV’s art community. She will be sorely missed.
Then came the tragedy of Paris’ famous Notre Dame Cathedral,
just as Easter celebrations were about to begin around the world.
The coverage -on all the TV stations- made me think of that famous
book by Ken Follett, ‘The Pillars of the Earth’, and its detailed
description of how cathedrals were built so many centuries ago.
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It also reminded me of that spectacular musical, ‘Notre
Dame de Paris’, which I saw when it first came out in
Montreal in the summer of 1998. (Wow! Where did the
decades fly?) I bought the CD after the show, and played
it often. Now the haunting melodies echo in my head… I
hope Parisians are successful in restoring their “Lady” to her
original grandeur.
And then the immense loss of life due to the terrorists
in Sri Lanka – the home land of our friend Dasan Pillai
whose photos have graced so many of the Mirror’s covers,
including this week’s.
Why?
I still don’t know if there’s going to be a parade of any kind for
May Day, but the block next to the Church of the Holy Cross –
Aguacate & Venustiano Carranza- will be closed to traffic by the
time you read this. The food stands and the rides for the kiddies
will be set up and in the evenings there will be so many folks there
that it will look and sound and smell like a colorful county fair –
complete with loteria games and different musical groups every
night, culminating with spectacular fireworks on the 3rd.
With the new sound regulations this year, I wonder if the
“explosions” will happen day and night like they did in the past. All
I know is that they not only make me jump every time they’re set
off, but they terrify my dogs to the point that they’re left trembling
for a long time after each “explosion”. Although I’ve never heard
a cannon shot, I think that it probably sounds very similar. But
WHY? Why do they shoot off those window-shattering things that
only leave a tiny puff of smoke up in the sky when they’re done –
after scaring the beejezuz out of everyone? If any of you has an
answer, I would truly appreciate it.
On a lighter note, speaking of “why?”, I once passed a young
couple of tourists walking near me. The young lady asked her
partner, “Why are there so many farmacias everywhere?” It made
me smile. A few years ago, a comedienne said something I never
forgot: “This is the only city I know where there is a drugstore for
every citizen…”
A few years ago, something very strange happened: those
spectacular, breathtakingly beautiful bright yellow primavera trees
that usually bloom all over town at this time of year were totally
absent. Now they’re back! As were the pink amapas. It wouldn’t
have something to do with climate change, would it? Another
strange matter this spring is the size of the ripe mangoes that fall
from the trees all around town. They’re like miniatures, tiny and
sweet, but not fully grown like in past years. Hmmm…
On the other hand, we’ve been gifted with the most spectacular
sunsets, something we usually get often during the summertime,
but not in April.
Rhetorical question: Why do all the television ads for antiwrinkle and anti-aging products feature young women with nigh a
single tiny wrinkle on their face?
That’s all for me this week. Have a great time, get out there
and do it all, but keep drinking that water! Hasta la próxima vez.
sheis@ymail.com

Many of you may have friends and
family who have asked “what are you
waiting for?!” It seems obvious and
unbelievable to them - the ones on the
outside looking in - that your situation
is ridiculous, that it has hit the most
extreme degrees possible, and they
are perplexed and baffled why you
have not done something about it.
Sometimes it is very important to
listen to what everyone else is telling
you, especially when they all seem to
have the same opinion. How can they
all be wrong and you be right?
What is it going to take before you
do something about it?
If you have heard it once you’ve
heard it one thousand times. And you
shamefully say “okay, okay” just to
shut them up and change the subject,
but secretly you may wonder why,
what in the world is wrong with you?
There are two major reasons why
someone might continue to live or just
exist in a painful unhappy situation.
They are: increased tolerance and
poor boundaries and limit setting.
Another way to say “increased
tolerance” is “to become accustomed
to” no matter if we are talking about
quantities of drugs and alcohol,
frequency and intensity of partner /
spousal abuse, or infidelity; number
of sexual partners, mistresses, or longterm love affairs your partner has
had. Somewhere along the way you
became so accustomed that you may
even be indifferent; not care anymore,
or feel helpless and hopeless, and you
may have even convinced yourself
that “it doesn’t hurt.” But, we both

Giselle Belanger

RN, LCSW

know that it does. It hurts like hell.
Poor boundaries and limit setting
is the inability to say “NO”. It’s
when you are unable to determine
when enough is enough because you
keep changing the previous limit
you set, giving someone another
chance, thereby re-drawing the line
further back allowing more room
for tolerance. Poor boundaries and
increased tolerance go hand-in-hand;
one feeds the other. We tolerate more
and more because we are unable to
enforce a firm boundary.
Fear is a huge obstacle. Being afraid
of consequences, of the unknown, of
life without xyz, causes us to cling
tightly to what is familiar no matter
how bad it is or how much pain it
causes us. This is because we know
what it’s like; what it feels like, and
we think it’s better and easier than
the pain that we imagine must come
with the change; leaving that person
or drug behind, the pain of moving on
into the unknown and unfamiliar.
IF you stop denying and
minimizing your situation long
enough to consider the following
questions and scenarios and you
answer them honestly, you will
probably chose change over “mas de

lo mismo” (more of the same).
Note: I recognize that both the male
and female can be victims of domestic
violence (DV), be addicted to drugs,
and cheat on their partner or spouse.
DV victim… does he have to hurt
you so badly that you are hospitalized,
permanently disabled, or killed? How
many times have you already walked
around with bruises or broken bones?
Finish the scenario… If he kills you,
your children will lose their mother;
no longer have you in their life, not
to mention, you will be dead! Let’s
assume he ends up in prison for killing
you, now your children won’t have a
father either! What will happen to
them? Who will they live with? Who
will take care of them? How will you
ever forgive yourself for not getting
out sooner? How will they forgive
you for not protecting them and
preventing this?
Addict… do you need everyone
who still cares about you to finally
give up and shut you out of their lives?
Do you need to crash the car, possibly
disable or kill someone? How would
you like to end up in prison? Do you
need to be rushed to the hospital for an
overdose? How many times have you
started over? How many times have

you been in debt, paid it off, made
money and then lost it all again? How
exhausted and miserable do you need
to be before you refuse to feel that
way anymore?
Infidelity… do you actually need to
catch him in bed with her before you
believe it or do something about it?
How many more times are you going
to believe his promises that it’s over or
this is the last time? How many STD’s
(Genital Herpes, Trichomoniasis,
Gonorrhea, Chlamydia) have you
already been treated for? Do you
think he’s using a condom every
time? Have you or he been tested for
HIV? IF you are the one cheating,
are you willing to lose your partner
or marriage over it? Do you need to
get her pregnant or end up in a “Fatal
Attraction” scenario?
The need to feel angry
It is impossible to do anything about
it if you are only feeling sad and/or
afraid. Although those feelings are
expected and necessary, they maintain
you in a victim role, powerless and
hopeless. Until you allow yourself
to get angry; to feel how angry you
are that this has happened to you and
decide you are not going to take it
anymore, then nothing will change.
Anger provokes action!
Change doesn’t come while you
sit waiting, you make it happen!

Giselle Bellanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available for
appointments in person, by phone, or by skype webcam.
Contact info: ggbelangerpv@gmail.com
Mex cell: 044 (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203
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Krystal Frost

lit up with flames while onlookers
cheer and chant… so it goes.
Ok, the funny thing is…
The first time I saw this was in
a small village in the mountains
of Chihuahua, two hours up a dirt
road from Creel. The truck on
which we had hitched a ride left us
in the middle of road near a wooden
shelter that offered coka cola,
doritos and cookies. Then I heard
the distant drums beating. A foot
path led us another hour through
the mountains to a small Taramara
(Raramuris) village consisting of
a church and school and a trading
post where we left our sack of

corn as a gift to the community.
The drum beating came from a
community procession around the 4
crosses set at each cardinal point of
the church. The men would drum
while sporting black and white
feather head dresses, they turned
around the cross, then proceeded
to the next cross. This went on for
hours. I felt it put them in a trancelike state. The dancing went on all
night, the drumming sounded like
a constant train. We were given a
place to sleep on the school floor.
BTW, the Taramara live in caves,
or at least these families did then,
back in 1986. You wander out of
the village to seek a little down
time… and you find yourself in
somebody’s front yard.
Total
respect all the time.
Anyway... that’s another story.

After 4 days of trekking, drinking,
and eating corn and cookies,
Judas appeared with his female
counterpart. Both were bigger than
life and both were WHITE skinned
WITH BLOND HAIR. The male
had a huge phallus, and the lady had
her genitals exposed. You can only
imagine the mischief and stuff that
went on. Of course, the community
folk are tired, hung over and
generally not in their right minds, so
havoc seems to be about right.
Judas and his girlfriend are paraded
around the village. Then, both are
bound and set up in the corral where
the men take revenge by shooting
them with arrows. Finally, the fire is
set, they both drown in flames of sin
and the community has completed
its ritual task. The energy dies down
after the men exhibit their strength
and wrestling skills as the ladies
and kids looks on. We headed out
up the footpath to the tiny shelter on
the side of the dirt road and back to
Creel… which seemed like a long
ways away.
I found it interesting that the Judas
images where white. Sometimes, in
indigenous communities, the Judas
has typically Spanish features with
white skin, beards and dark hair.
So, it’s not so crazy in San
Sebastian.
Our Judas had a
mustache and dark hair... kinda
looked like El Chapo.

Krystal Frost
For questions and comments - Cell: 322 116-9645,
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

(See location number on Central Map)

Easter Sunday or Domingo Santo
is usually a quiet affair after all
the activities during Holy week.
After mass, in Mexico, many
communities let loose the Juda
(a life size figure made of stuffed
clothes that has been literally
hanging around on a tree, or pole
suspended over the plaza.) In San
Sebastian del Oeste, he was found
hanging from the kiosko in the
main square, looking rather gloomy
since Thursday when -history tells
us- his kiss revealed Christ to the
Romans as the King of Jews.
Judas, the traitor, is cut down
and passed around the community
dancing, literally, causing havoc
and mischief, sometimes cheeky
misdeeds. This usually to local
music and provoked by the
community and church. The end
can be quite violent as Judas gets
tossed around, rejected, beat up and
treated badly. The fiery end comes
after a turn around the plaza. Judas
is left in the middle of the street and
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Harriet Murray

“The world is not a playground; it is a schoolroom.
Life is not a holiday, but an education.” - Henry Drummond

With the construction of new
condo buildings throughout
the Bay, important issues exist
from a lack of infrastructure;
particularly clean water, water
pressure, and sewer. Town
streets are difficult to drive
down, and there is a shocking
lack of parking spaces.
Community organizations are
trying to address these issues
with the city government. It is
difficult to reconcile the interest
of the local citizens with the
desires of the expat community.
Quality of life should include
safety, cleanliness, services, green
areas and transportation for both
locals and foreigners. All contribute
to the collection of sales taxes, as well
as property tax. There is a separation
between those who can and cannot
vote in elections for local, state and
federal officials. Politicians in all
societies, listen to constituents or
voters in their district.
On a personal level, newcomers
personally face the need for a guide

or friend to help with the adjustment
of moving to a foreign country. It is
stressful moving anywhere until we
are familiar with how to deal with
everyday routines. Concerns include
asking directions, learning how to
drive in local traffic, finding repair
persons, doctors, places of worship,
and being eligible to vote absentee.
Learning the language and local
customs can take a long time and
requires patience, but it is well worth
the effort.
The lack of an efficient mail system
between Mexico and the US and

Canada can be an inconvenience,
but the internet and friends bring in
items which expats want. Amazon
and other internet giants, supply
almost any items delivered to our
local address. We can also learn to
use local products as substitutes for
almost anything we want or need.
Health care is of great interest
for expats. Some private hospitals
are beginning to accept medical
insurance in addition to Mexican
insurance.
USA and Canadian
national medical care are
not accepted here at this
time. Expats can receive
their social security
payments directly into
a Bancomer account.
Medical customs are
different: for example,
the patient is expected
keep his own x-rays
and medical records. I
recommend you cultivate
a local doctor whom
you trust, and when you
have injuries or illness,
contact your doctor first to arrange
what hospital and ambulance you use.
This article is based upon legal
opinions, current practices and my
personal experiences in the Puerto
Vallarta-Bahia de Banderas areas. I
recommend that each potential buyer
or seller of Mexican real estate conduct
his own due diligence and review.

Harriet Murray

Can be contacted at harriet@casasandvillas.com
www.casasandvillas.com

(See location number on Central Map)

One of the main benefits of living
in the Bay has been the easy pace
or lifestyle and the weather. Warm
weather is always on the list as an
important benefit and reason to live
here. Without sunny days, blue skies,
and other positives, one might not
consider other benefits. A slower
pace, a more leisurely lifestyle, the
presence of kind and friendly people,
would not be the same in a cold,
overcast place.
We know our choosing a different
direction in life does not mean our
family, friends or the public will
agree with our choice.
We have chosen to live a different
lifestyle instead of staying in the
familiar routine of a former life. All
of us have family or friends, even
strangers who express great concern
for our personal safety and health.
Countries use their viewpoint to effect
how ¨good¨ and ´bad¨ news is circulated
through different forms of media.
The political climate and the
relationship among North American
citizens and residents have changed.
We are not in a place yet where
differences and compromises have
come to a satisfactory conclusion.
However, the majority of expats
I have talked to feel safer in the
Bay of Banderas, Mexico, than in
their former homes in California,
Michigan, or New York. If 52 people
were killed over a weekend in a USA
or Canadian city, why would living
in Puerto Vallarta, Bucerias or Punta
Mita be thought of as a death wish?
What are our biggest challenges
living here?

1
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Ongoing Events & More...
Emergency Line: 911

Hospiten

226.2081

222.0923

178-8999 / Emergency: 911
178-8800 / Emergency: 222-1527

Historical Naval Museum
(right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) $45. Pesos.
Voladores de Papantla perform @ 6 p.m.
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.
Tues. to Fri. - 9 & 11 a.m. + 1 & 3 p.m., Sat.: 9 & 11 a.m.
+ 1 p.m. - El Salado Estuary Mangroves Tours,
bilingual guides. Reserve at Cell: (322) 201-7361.
Mondays - 11 a.m. - Mahjongg - at Andale’s - 221-5730
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:30 a.m. - Humanitarian Tour of
Corazón de Niña, including brunch. Reserve: 224-9209
Wednesdays - 8 p.m. - Practilonga! at J&B Dancing Club, Fco. I. Madero 178. Free!
Fridays - Shabbat Services & dinner.
Info & Reservations: Rabbi@chabadvallarta.com
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays - 9 a.m. to closing - PETCO
Cats & Dogs Adoption Center - next to La Comer

Thursdays - 6 to 19 p.m. - Marina Market in the Marina
Fridays - 9:30 am - 1:30 pm - Marsol Market - by the pier
Saturday - 9 am - 2 pm - LAST Olas Altas Farmers’
Market of the season at Lazaro Cardenas Park

Saturdays

In Guadalajara: 01 333 268-2100
Emergency: 01 555 080-2000
Email: conagencypuertov@state.gov

10:30 a.m.-12 noon - Writers’ Group - at the Boutique
Theatre, upstairs at Nacho Daddy’s
11 a.m.-2 p.m. - AngeliCat & Acopio Pet Adoptions at Plaza Caracol
5 p.m. - Bilingual Mass - at Our Lady of Guadalupe
12 noon to 1 p.m. - Center for Spiritual Living - at the
Cuale Cultural Center on Isla Cuale Rev.CorinaScherer
Sundays - 6 to 7 p.m. - Municipal Band,
7 to 8 p.m. - Danzon Music - Dancing in the main square
SPCA - To find your perfect companion animal rescued by the
SPCA, please contact spcapv@gmail.com

PLEASE leaf through this issue for the many events that
do not appear here ...and JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!
N.B.: All events are subject to change without notice.

For a comprehensive list of most -if not all- charity groups and
non-profit organizations in and around PV, you may want to check out:
ww.puertovallarta.net/fast_facts/non-profit.php
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Solution to crossword on page 23

Solution to Sudoku on page 23

AEROTRON
226-8440
AIR CANADA 01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA
01 800 252-7522
AMERICAN 01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL
See United
DELTA
01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER 01 800 432-1359
INTERJET
01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY 01 800 924-6184
UNITED
01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS 01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO 01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST 01 800 435 9792
WESTJET
01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS
01 551 102-8000

9 a.m. – English Services, also Bilingual Services on Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
– at Calvary Chapel (non-denominational) by Hotel Las Palmas
9:30 a.m. – English Worship Service – First Baptist Church,
next to Park Hidalgo
9:30 a.m. - Grace Vineyard Church Bilingual at Westin Resort & Spa
in the PV Marina, 9:30 - English, 10 - Español.
10 a.m. - Traditional Christian communion service – at the
Anglican Church Puerto Vallarta (formerly Christ Church by the sea)
10 a.m. – English Services w/communion, Anglican/Episcopal –
at Christ Church by the Sea – Plaza Genovesa
10 a.m. - Amazing Grace Christian Church - Non-Denominational at Ciao Restaurant, Paseo Cocoteros 35, Nuevo Vallarta.
10:30 a.m. — Non-denominational Contemporary Christian Worship
Paradise Church at Act II

Animal lovers! These are the
Facebook pages of some PV
non-profits that love them too.
animalistas de puerto vallarta
25,000+ friends
PV AnimalAc 1,800+ friends
PV’s Animal Shelter
pv mexico adopt foster and
flight angels 1,400+ members
assists PV’s Animal Shelter
Friends of Puerto Vallarta Animals
8,300+ followers
assists PV’s Animal Shelter
PuRR Project
1,300+ followers
www.purrproject.com
AngeliCat
8,700+ followers
Paraíso Felino
1,400+ followers
Match Dog Com Puerto Vallarta
2,500+ followers
MexPup
7,500+ followers
www.mexpup.com
Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic
1,800+ followers
Peace Animals
6,600+ followers
www.peaceanimals.org
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Judging from emails I’ve received
the past couple of weeks, seems like
quite a few of you are planning on
taking advantage of upcoming sales
and are looking to replace your older
aging computer. So let’s go over
some basics of planning what your
next “device” should / could be.
As with anything in life, the
best decisions are made when you
have had time to think things out
and assess the pros and cons. You
wouldn’t go to a car lot and pick the
first car you saw or necessarily the
cheapest. You’d have in your mind
certain models you like, a budget
and what your needs are. Computer
purchases should be the same. After
all, most people spend more time
with their computer than they do in
their car… your computer should fit
you and your needs.
I get a lot of questions when clients
are thinking of buying their next
computer. One of the main questions
these days is “should I just get a
tablet?” Well, the short answer is, it
depends on what kind of things are
you planning to do with it.
If you remember those inexpensive
10” Netbooks that were all the rage 7
or 8 years ago (pre tablet era). They
were small, portable and an excellent
alternative to staying “connected”
without lugging a full-sized laptop
around. One surprise people found
(usually the hard way), was that
those netbooks were basically just for
browsing the internet and doing email.
To do any real “work” on netbooks
was a frustrating exercise at best.
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2012 signaled an explosion of
tablets, initially with the Apple iPad
but soon after, various incarnations
of the Android tablet came to market
as well. Samsung quickly became
the strong second largest producer
of tablets. In 2013 Microsoft again
decided to jump on the hardware
bandwagon with their Surface tablet.
The Surface tablets have been a
miserable failure since the get-go and
sales figures reflect it.
By the end of 2016, Apple’s total
dominance of the tablet market seems
to be leveling off. Overall, the tablet
market has also decreased to 207 million
units sold by the end of 2017, which is
down from the high of 230 million in
2015. At its peak, the iPad had over
60% worldwide share of all tablet sales.
Today the iPad seems to have leveled off
in the 35% range of all tablets sold.
Most of this market share decline is
due to super low cost Android tablets
with makers’ names never you’ve
heard of. Here in PV, you may have
seen the kids’ tablets at Walmart for
950 pesos. But not all the market
share shift is due to low cost “toys”.
Samsung has done a very respectable

job of increasing its market share
from being #2 in 2013 with 7.6%
to being #2 at the end of 2018 with
19% of the market share. Microsoft
should take a page from Samsung’s
book - Microsoft “Surface” is still
below the 2% range in tablet sales
at the end of 2018 and even is now
grouped in the “others” category.
Tablets are light-weight, internet
/ email devices. Don’t buy a tablet
and expect to do any heavy work on
it. Likewise, a tablet will not run
the same programs that a laptop can.
Sure, there are tablet “versions” for
many popular programs, but they are
usually very stripped-down versions.
Tablets are definitely a great step
forward in the computer evolutionary
scale, but be aware of what you’re
actually buying. A tablet will NOT
replace the desktop computer or a
full laptop for doing actual work. A
tablet should be considered a lightweight travel “to keep in contact”
device. Storage is not the strong suit
of tablets either. If you’re a big photo
or video buff, you can find you’ll fill
a tablet’s 32GB, 64GB or 128GB
storage quite quickly… then what?

Most people that have a tablet
also have a main “work” computer
to carry out the heavier tasks, like
editing photos, writing documents,
etc. I personally don’t like to write
more than a line or two on a tablet.
The onscreen keyboard gets tiring
after a few lines. There are keyboard
attachments to the various tablets
out there - but then you’re almost
building your tablet into a laptop.
Building the various “add-ons”
to a tablet can become pricey very
quickly as well (more than a decent
laptop in most cases). So best to
really sit down and decide what you
want to get out of your next device
and go from there. If thinking of
buying your first tablet, best to talk
with friends and family to see what
tablet they have, hear the pros and
cons they’ve experienced, and even
ask to borrow theirs for a few minutes
to see if a tablet is right for you.
Next week we’ll look at some
of the full computer options for
your next device and what all those
technical numbers mean to you.
That’s all my time for now. See you
again next week... until then, remember
only safe Internet! If you’d like to
download this article or previous ones,
you can do so at www.RonnieBravo.
com and click on “articles”.

Ronnie Bravo
Can be found at CANMEX Computers.
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs, Data
Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware upgrades,
Graphic Design, House-calls available. Cellular 044322-157-0688 or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com

The funny thing about these
reports I write, people will go and
review years of information and
somehow forget that the winter
or High Season in Puerto Vallarta
does not coordinate well with
big fish. You see, when water
temperatures drop, like they do
yearly, then warm water species
get a little “chilly”. At this time of
the year there are spring breeding
conditions to deal with as well.
As a result, we see smaller -but
abundant- fish. The sport of fishing
is different for everyone, that’s
the beauty of it, you can have fun
or you can go for the big trophy
fish. For now, it’s time for smaller
species in the bay, perfect for the
family. But remember, we can still
go for the bigger species, if you’re
willing to roll the dice.
Corbeteña at this time of the
year isn’t going to change much
from week to week. If you’re
a diehard fisherman looking for
“Moby Dick”, well there could be
some disappointment there. What
we’ve seen this week is the return
of the Spinners. Spinner Dolphin
like to run with Yellowfin Tuna.
We’ve been lucky enough to see
them, the Yellowfin Tuna running
with the Spinners are anywhere
from 40 to 60 lbs.. Now there are
always Yellowfin Tuna in the area
of Corbeteña. There have also
been strong signs of life for Sailfish
north of the Rock about ten miles.
The biggest issue in the area has
been Jack Crevalle. They’ve been
jumping in between the Tuna and
your bait, so this can be a little
frustrating. Bonito are there too,
Skip Jack Tuna vary from day to
day, fill the Tuna tubes anyway on
the way out. Fishing in this area and
at El Banco is like rolling the dice,
yet many will come up winners for
taking the chance. Feeling lucky?
The area around Punta Mita,
El Moro and the Marieta Islands
has been in a state of flux lately.
Sailfish and Striped Marlin can
be found ten miles off the Punta
Mita Point north to San Pancho.

Stan Gabruk

Automatic fishing, not quite. Jack
Crevalls are also in the area as
they’re just about everywhere now.
Nice sized Bonito are also running
there and I hear they’re taking bait,
so have fun. If things don’t pan out
at Punta Mita then troll back into
the bay and let the fickle fish take a
look at your bait.
For now, the bay is still your
best option for fishing - the bait
has moved out to the edges of
the bay for some reason. So now
you’ll need at least a six-hour trip
to have a better chance for a great
family experience. Jack Crevalle
from 30 to 50 lbs., Sierra Mackerel
to 12 lbs. are all over the area,
Bonito to 30 lbs. have been taking
baits again. Spinner Dolphin are
possible everywhere at the edge of
the bay to the deep water locations.
Snapper around structures, prefect
for the dinner menu, Bass around
the river mouths will be ending
soon as water temps begin to
increase. Maybe even Snook to 15
lbs. around the rivers close to the
shore line for the lucky.

(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

The bite has averaged about 9
in the morning now so getting
out about 7 is perfect. Water
temperatures are still at 70, but
we’ve seen warm water areas at
71 and 72. So warm currents will
soon be moving in driving the fish
options to pelagics.
Until next week, don’t forget to
kiss Your Fish!
Monster Yellowfin Tuna, sound
good to you? Our new (to us) 60ft Hatteras is the most comfortable
fishing vessel targeting Yellowfin
Tuna at the Puerto Vallarta World

Famous Fishing grounds. Compare
our prices to the “Bargain boats”
that stuff ten or more bargain
chasers. Six people, 2.5 days,
Luxury with everything included.
Our introductory rate of $8,800.
USD sounds expensive, but our

“per person” price / cost can’t be
beat on any level. I invite you to
investigate your options then give
us a call! This is pure value.

Stan Gabruk
Web page: www.MasterBaiters.com.mx ,
Local Ph. at: (044) 322 779 7571 or our international
number is: 011 52 322 209-1128, 10 to 9 local time.

www.facebook.com/pages/Master-BaitersSportfishing-Tackle/88817121325
The trade name Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing
and Tackle is protected under trade mark law
and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.
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In “Tropical Plants for Home
and Garden”, William Warren
succinctly encapsulates a description
of Hibiscus by saying, “If any
special plant had to be selected as
emblematic of the tropics, it would
very likely be Hibiscus, the flowers
of which brighten gardens from Bali
to Florida.”
Well, bright our outdoor environs
are in that we’ve a diverse array
of these tropical beauties growing
around Ola Brisa Gardens. So keen
on them I am, it is not uncommon
to hear me enthusiastically greeting
them, early each morning, with a
hearty “Hi-biscus!” (Ok, I may have
to acknowledge that I just possibly
might be one flower short of a full
bouquet - but what self-respecting
gardener doesn’t talk to his or her
plants?)
All told, there are somewhere
between 200 to 300 different species
of hibiscus plants around the world,
each - well, duh - differing in flora
size, shape, and color. While most
are grown and sought for their nicely
sized and quite showy flowers, some
tropical tree species have stunningly
attractive leaves with – what
Robert Lee Riffle calls – a “noble
stature.” Such, of the former “flora
foremost” sort, are represented in
the specimens of Ola Brisa Gardens,
with some classics, while others are
rather intriguing hybrids. But let’s
commence with a bit of an overview
of their greater whole. And, what
need is there to re-write information
when someone else has already said
it very well?
Accordingly, I wish to quote Mary
Ellen from her discussion included
in “Gardening Know How,” as
follows: “Among the various kinds
of hibiscus plants are hardy and
tropical specimens, native plants,
annuals, and perennials. There are
also related plants, like hollyhock,
common mallow, and even okra.
Some of the main categories of
hibiscus include:
“Native hibiscus: (T)here are about
35 species of hibiscus native to parts
of the southeastern U.S. A popular
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Family: Malvaceae.
Also known as: Rose Mallows
(Regular readers of my weekly column, “Planting Roots in Mexico,” or
those who’ve perused the first two volumes of our “The Civilized Jungle”
series, are aware that, generally, I strive to write about specific species,
not general genera – somehow that sounds redundant! However, as a
result of there being so many varieties in the Hibiscus genus whole - plus
numerous wonderful cultivars - I wish, herein, to make an exception.)

Perhaps the most commonly
known of this spectacular genus
of tropical flowering plants is the
Hibiscus rosa-sinensis.
native variety is the Scarlet Rose
Mallow, common in Florida, which
can grow to 4 to 8 feet tall (1 to 2.5
m.). Rose Mallows are also called
Marsh Hibiscus, and although they
naturally grow in wetlands, they will
tolerate drier areas.
“Hardy hibiscus: These coldtolerant, perennial shrubs can be
just as beautiful as their tropical
counterparts, with big showy blooms
in a range of colors. A popular hardy
hibiscus variety is Rose of Sharon,
with pink, white, or purple flowers.
“Tropical hibiscus: (Obviously,
those with which I am most familiar
and which are pictured here.) These
types of hibiscus have some overlap
with the native species that grow

Forget not the doubles!

“Perennial hibiscus: These are
shrubs, which can range from
smaller, dwarf varieties to large,
tree-like bushes. The perennial
hibiscus may be hardy or tropical,
and include Rose of Sharon, Scarlet
Swamp Hibiscus, Rose Mallow, and
Confederate Roses.
“Annual hibiscus: These are not
true annuals, but they are tropical
and can be grown as annuals in
slightly cooler climates.
They
are often grown in containers and
include Chinese and Red Leaf
Hibiscus. The former comes with
a variety of colors, while Red Leaf
is grown mainly for its deep red
foliage. With so many options for
growing hibiscus, every gardener in
every setting can find something that
will grow and thrive while adding
beauty to the garden.”
Generally speaking, Hibiscus
plants – of the sort we would more
generally see - may grow to around
fifteen feet (4.58 meters) in height in
well-draining soil. They like bright
sun to light shade. While capable
of tolerating heat and alkaline
soil, they are moderately able to
handle salt and drought – but a bit
begrudgingly! While each - single
or double - flower lasts but a single
day, a healthy plant will bloom
year around. Beyond the obvious
simple enjoyment of their somewhat
exotic looking flowers, they may be
employed as an accent, hedge, screen
or attractive background plant.
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_
Review-g150791-d5984161-Reviews-Ola_Brisa_
Gardens-Manzanillo_Pacific_Coast.html

And then there are those of the multicolor sort that make one simply roll
back on their heels and say “Wow”!
in Florida and southern Louisiana.
The most common tropical hibiscus
found in nurseries is Hibiscus rosasinensis. Different cultivars will
give you a choice of flower color
and size. They can be very large and
showy, with bright and rich colors.

Tommy Clarkson
In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens, Tommy and
Patty’s verdant, multi-terraced tropical paradise
nestled on a hill overlooking the magnificent vista of
Santiago Bay. Leisurely meander its curved, paved
path, experiencing, first hand, a delicious array of
palms, plants and flowers from all over the world.
Or e-mail questions to him at olabrisa@gmail.com
For back issues of “Roots”, gardening tips, tropical
plant book or to schedule a tropical garden lunch,
please visit www.olabrisagardens.com

https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl

Alex Eaton-Salners | Will Shortz |

New York Times

Each Across answer in this puzzle consists of a world
spelled forward and another spelled backward. Its up
to you to determine which clue goes with which word.

Solution on Page 18

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row,
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box).
Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.
It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.
Solution on Page 18
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(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)
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(See location number on Central Map)

