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You are here, finally!
We wish you a warm

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at
the maps on this page, you will note that PV (as the locals call it) is on
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in
the Pacific. Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

Welcome

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION: 350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny
days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and the
rainy season extends from late June to early October.
FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer,
raccoon, etc.
SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine
National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where
diving is allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of
any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit of
the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter.
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected species, arrive to
its shores to lay their eggs.
ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism,
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture,
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon,
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.
CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in
Mexico although Canadian and American dollars are widely
accepted.
BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes.
Current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and passengers
must purchase a new ticket every time they board another
bus. There are no “transfers”.
TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port

that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates
per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown,
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help
you check it out or lodge a complaint.
Uber has also been available in PV for the past year or so.
Download their app in your smartphone.
TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time,
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La Cruz
de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc. North
of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.
TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long
distance calls from your hotel room. Some establishments
charge as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!
CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from the U.S. and
Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322,
then the seven digit number of the person you’re calling. Omit
the prefix if dialling a land line.
LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 10%-15% of the bill
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids,
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave,
ask «La cuenta, por favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.
MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio),
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners. Better
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yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from your
account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money at
your hotel. Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.
WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed
version of all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa,
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that
the original “small town” flavor is maintained downtown, in
the Old Town and on the South Side.
DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican vacation
must inevitably lead to an encounter with Moctezuma’s
revenge is just that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for
human consumption. It is one of only two cities in Mexico that
can boast of such accomplishment. True, the quality of the
water tested at the purification plant varies greatly from what
comes out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On
the other hand, most large hotels have their own purification
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled
water just about anywhere.
EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often
fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta.
Many would like to bring it back with them, but believe that the
laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for
more info: 293-3690.
LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take
one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. Before
boarding, make sure you have a map and take note of the
places you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten path.
Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes you. And
don’t worry - this is a safe place.

Cover Photo:

“Easter time in PV”

By Skippy Sanchez - 2006

An Important Notice:
The PVMIRROR wants your views and
comments. Please send them by e-mail to:

avineberg@yahoo.com

PV Mirror es una publicación semanal. Certificados
de licitud de título y contenido en tramite.
Prohibida la reproducción total o parcial de su
contenido, imágenes y/o fotografías sin previa
autorización por escrito del editor.

NOTE:

To Advertisers & Contributors and those with public
interest announcements, the deadline for publication is:

2:00 pm on Monday of the
week prior to publication.

250 words max, full name,
street or e-mail address and/
or tel. number for verification
purposes only. If you do not
want your name published, we
will respect your wishes. Letters
& articles become the property
of the PVMIRROR and may be
edited and/or condensed for
publication. The articles in this
publication are provided for the
purpose of entertainment and
information only. The PV Mirror
City Paper does not accept
any responsibility or liability
for the content of the articles
on this site or reliance by any
person on the site’s contents.
Any reliance placed on such
information is therefore strictly
at such person’s own risk.

In celebration of the two-week-long Semana
Santa (Easter) vacation period, the Puerto
Vallarta Institute of Culture will present Santa
Fest 2019, a series of artistic presentations
at Los Arcos Amphitheater on the Malecón
from April 18 through 21.
Over four nights, you’ll enjoy free
entertainment, ranging from traditional
Mexican music and dance performances to
concerts featuring local and visiting bands
playing everything from rock and roll to
electronic and alternative music.

Sunday, April 21 - Alternative Music
8 p.m. - Anaís Belloso (Indie-Pop)
9 p.m. - Juglares y Locos (Alternative Rap)
10 p.m. - Agavezzound (Jazz Fusion)
NOTE: The information above was
deemed accurate at the time of publication.
Dates and times of the scheduled
performances are subject to change. Be sure
to check the Facebook event page for any
changes or updates before heading out to
the Malecón. https://www.facebook.com/
events/612297996256295/?event_time_
id=612298002922961
The Santa Fest 2019 performances are in
addition to the series of activities and events
that the Puerto Vallarta Tourism Department
has planned to attract tourists to the city’s
downtown area during the Semana Santa
vacation period.

avineberg@yahoo.com

Dear Allyna,
Now that the Free Malecon Sculpture
Tours are finished for the season, I wanted
to thank you for all of the help and coverage
that you have given the project this season,
and actually for many years. We don’t
have totals yet on the donations received by
attendees for our non-profit public library
and cultural center, Biblioteca Los Mangos.
However, we usually raise a few thousand
US dollars, but in addition this season
had an especially incredible donation
from someone on the tour. I had made an
announcement during one of the Tuesday
morning events that the library’s public
computers weren’t functioning and were too
far gone and expensive to repair. I requested
that if anyone who had an extra computer to
donate, it would be very helpful.
Incredibly, a lady from the tour, Linda
Gardner, looked me up a couple of days later
and ended up buying four new computers for
the library, at an expense of around $2,000
US. I can’t help but share such an amazing
“feel good” experience.
Thanks to her, and also thanks to you and
the PV Mirror for publicizing our efforts for
the Bibioteca Los Mangos Public Library.
Gary Thompson
Owner/Director
Galeria Pacifico

(Source: María Francesca - BanderasNews.com)

With a different musical genre featured every
night, there’ll be something for everyone, so
check out the schedule below, gather up your
friends and family and come out and enjoy
free live entertainment on the Malecón in
downtown Puerto Vallarta.
Thursday, April 18 Regional Mexican Music
8 p.m. - Grupo Folclorico Municipal Xiutla
(Municipal Folkloric Dance Group)
9 p.m. - Mariachi Real de América
10 p.m. - Lalo El Tigre y Su Invasión Norténa
Friday, April 19 - Rock Night
8 p.m. - Rock Squad
9 p.m. - Chepis Band
10 p.m. - The Black Hardies
Saturday, April 20 - Electronica
8 p.m. - DJ Pablo Alarcón
9 p.m. - DJ Pla5tico
10 p.m. - DJ Benny Séndiz
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Dinorah Gómez,
President of the Board of Directors

and diverse social sectors have made to
the mission of the Library: teachers, nonprofits, businessmen, friends, all of whom

(See location number on Central Map)

“It is a privilege to serve as president
of a Library that is so loved by the people
and that has left its mark on hundreds
of lives in its more than 22 years of
history. I’m honored. I assume the
commitment with great joy. I would also
like to express my deepest gratitude to
all those who have helped the library, to
those who have made it possible for us
to reach this day: founders, volunteers,
donors, teachers, members, staff and
fellow advisers; thank you”
In Plaza Lázaro Cárdenas, we recently
celebrated the generosity of residents and
visitors of our city who have contributed
first to the realization of the dream of
having a library in the city, then to its
strengthening and consolidation.
With a high vision for the future, the
members of the BOD headed by Dinorah
Gómez presented an account of the
valuable contributions that individuals
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have found in the Library a way to pay
back to the city, their home, a dynamic,
inspiring and enthusiastic cultural center.
Thanks to you, today Los Mangos
Public Library is a strong institution that
inspires, educates and transforms the
lives of people and society in general.
You too can contribute to the magic of
transforming lives. Join the Friends of
the Library, make a donation to:
- Scholarship for children from 3 to 12
years old to attend our summer course $
2500. pesos.
- Sponsor a family of our free Early
Literacy programs “Apapacho” or
“Abrazo” $ 1,500. pesos
- Award the high school students
winners of the 1st Comic Contest
“Celebration of the Letters - Elena Garro
and her work” $ 1,500 pesos
- Donate any amount to Biblioteca Los
Mangos using PayPal.

David Rohde

PAWS OF VALLARTA

(See location number on Central Map)

In this column past articles have
included news about improvements
in Puerto Vallarta’s Animal Shelter
(CCAAAM), most of them physical.
Tales of where our furry friends have
ended up have been documented. This
time around the pace that adoptions are
taking place at a government run shelter
is the focal point. I added “government
run” as that is important in our story.
PV’s shelter was the first government run
shelter in Mexico to go “no kill” and we
as FRIENDS OF PUERTO VALLARTA
ANIMALS are very proud of that.
FRIENDS’ endeavors have included
food and medicine donation, out of
campus visits to city vets for more serious
injuries and ailments, construction of new
kennels and enlargements of existing one.
FRIENDS was joined a number of years
ago by a brother/ sister team of Greg &
Deb Barsalou of Victoria, BC, Canada.
With a slightly different vision of how
to help our animals they formed DOG
FOR LIFE. They built 12 new kennels
and enclosed and cleared the block
across from the shelter which became
our dog park. FRIENDS has days at the
beach and DOG FOR LIFE has weekly
malecon walks to bring attention to our

shelter dogs. DOG FOR LIFE also has
a trainer, Manuel, and his wife, Mary,
who foster dogs for socialization and
organize rides to Canada. Together we
are making incredible strides in getting
the word out about our dogs and cats
and getting them adopted.
Coming from a “dead end” facility
over 7 years ago we now have great
numbers to shout to the world. Our first
quarter report totals nearly 50 animals
saved and sent forward to better lives.
FRIENDS found homes for 9 dogs.
Four of them were through the new
PETCO store. Two dogs were adopted
through a city-sponsored Adoption
event. Eleven were adopted directly
from the shelter (CCAAAM) and
DOG FOR LIFE fostered and found
homes for 25 dogs. This is tremendous
progress.
BTW, we have many dog walking
volunteers. We could use a dose of cat
cuddlers to help out.
For more information: www.
friendsofpuertovallartaanimals.
com and on FB: FRIENDS OF PV
ANIMALS and DOG FOR LIFE.
“No man can be condemned for
owning a dog. As long as he has a dog,
he has a friend; and the poorer he gets,
the better friend he has.” ~ Will Rogers
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La forza del destino is one of Verdi’s most ambitious scores. Its
overture - which introduces the sinister motif of Fate - is one of his
most memorable. The opera also contains some of Verdi’s most brilliant choral writing, and several beautiful and intimate arias. There’s
comedy too with the greedy monk, Fra Melitone. Christof Loy’s colourful and spectacular production reflects the kaleidoscopic nature
of Verdi’s opera, where intense personal dramas play out against a
background of war, and in which religion plays an ambiguous role.
Please note: This presentation, in Italian with English sub-titles,
will be on SUNDAY, April 28th at 12 noon, at Teatro Vallarta, 184
Uruguay downtown.
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All of Mexico’s major swimming beaches but one made the
grade in water quality testing but that does not mean they’re
squeaky clean.
Although the beaches are technically safe, several approached
dangerous levels of contamination, according to the health
regulatory agency Cofepris.
Of 269 beaches tested in time for the Easter vacation, 268 were
declared safe for recreational use, meaning that samples collected
contained less than 200 fecal coliforms per 100 milliliters of water.
The only beach that did not pass the commission’s review
was Sayulita beach in Nayarit, which is under a permanent
sanitation watch by the agency.
A project to upgrade the town’s treatment plant is currently
under way, including the installation of an outfall that will carry
treated wastewater offshore.
Among those that came close to failing were Playa Suave and
Playa Hornos in Acapulco, Guerrero; Puerto Angelito and Playa
Principal in Puerto Escondido, Oaxaca; and Playa Norte and Playa
Centro on Isla Mujeres, Quintana Roo. All six are highly visited
tourist destinations, as well as major hotel and resort areas.
The dirtiest beaches by state were:
Baja California Norte: Playa Rosarito, Rosarito, 66
Chiapas: Playa Escolleras, Tapachula, 78
Colima: Playa Santiago, Armería, 100
Guerrero: Playa Suave, Acapulco, 191
Jalisco: Playa Mismaloya, Puerto Vallarta, 51
Oaxaca: Playa Puerto Angelito, Puerto Escondido: 167
Quintana Roo: Playa Norte, Isla Mujeres, 94
Sinaloa: Playa Las Glorias I, Guasave, 69
Sonora: Golfo de Santa Clara Machorro,
San Luis Río Colorado, 137
Veracruz: Playa Antón Lizardo, Veracruz, 157
Yucatán: Playa El Cuyo, Reserva de la Biosfera Ría Lagartos, 74

Beyond PV

Nayarit is easily the largest tobacco-producing state in Mexico,
accounting for 84% of national production, but there is significant
potential to grow more.
Tobacco is cultivated on 7,000 hectares of land in the Pacific coast
state, a figure that represents less than one-fifth of Nayarit’s estimated
capacity of 40,000 hectares.
With that in mind, Governor Antonio Echevarría García appealed
yesterday to multinational company British American Tobacco (BAT)
– which controls 55% of tobacco production in the state – to increase
its investment.
“. . . We want more investment because we want the people of Nayarit
to have more money in their pockets. I offer you open arms to continue
investing in Nayarit,” Echevarría said at a BAT event.
There are 3,426 tobacco farmers in Nayarit and the harvest season
creates 15,000 jobs for jornaleros, or day laborers. The sector generates
an annual economic spillover in the state of 950 million pesos (US
$49.4 million). However, Echevarría said that the economic benefits of
tobacco cultivation in Nayarit used to be much greater.
“The tobacco industry is an economic activity that was once three or
four times greater than what we currently know,” he said, adding that
only “traces” of the boom years remain.
Miguel Ángel Navarro, federal senator for the Morena party and
president of the upper house’s health committee, said that on the request
of Echevarría, he will lobby the government to ensure that legislative
changes don’t hurt companies such as British American Tobacco.

He said that higher taxes on cigarettes hadn’t created any health
improvements among Mexicans but they had hurt the tobacco sector
and caused jobs to be lost in Nayarit.
“I don’t know what is more painful, dying from an illness related to
tobacco or dying from hunger … I don’t like the idea of tobacco coming
from other countries when Nayarit has been a source of extremely highquality tobacco…” Navarro said.
Gastón Zambrano, BAT’s director of legal and corporate affairs
in Mexico, said that 70% of the price consumers pays for a pack of
cigarettes is made up of taxes but instead of persuading people to stop
smoking, they drive many smokers to purchase illegally imported
tobacco products from countries such as China, Vietnam and India.
Brands from those countries not only pose greater health risks to
smokers but their purchase causes the government to lose billions of
pesos in tax revenue, he added.
Zambrano said that BAT will continue to stress to authorities that the
current taxes on tobacco products are “more than enough” to send a
message that smoking is harmful to health.
He explained that the company plans to continue to increase production
in Mexico, pointing out that production in Nayarit has doubled over the
past five years.
Chiapas and Veracruz are the only other states in Mexico that produce
tobacco, accounting for 9% and 7% of national production respectively.
(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, Milenio)
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90% of Mexicans practice Catholicism to some extent), Holy Week is
a very important holiday, as is the Christmas season.
During Semana Santa, worshippers participate in reenactments of
the Passion, with participants costumed in full regalia (which you
can watch in Vallarta on the Malecon, on Good Friday), from Jesus’
arrival in Jerusalem to his crucifixion and resurrection.
On Palm Sunday (Domingo de Ramos), weavers create and sell
elaborate woven fronts which are later hung on doors of Mexican
homes to ward off evil. Good Friday (Santo Viernes) commemorates
the trial, crucifixion, death, and burial of Jesus, with silent processions
in the streets of many cities. Holy Saturday (Sabado de Gloria)
commemorates the day when Jesus rested in the grave. Some
communities celebrate by burning paper maché effigies of Judas.
Easter Sunday (Domingo de Resurrección or Pascua) commemorates
the resurrection of Jesus. Semana Santa and Pascua are THE time
when half of Mexico flocks to the beaches - a Mexican spring break
…and the time when most PV residents go into a form of cocooning
to avoid it, as they often do during the Christmas holidays.
(Photos by Dasan Pillai)

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

In Mexico, Easter celebrations are held over a period of two weeks:
Semana Santa (Holy Week - Palm Sunday to Easter Saturday) and
Pascua (Resurrection Sunday until the following Saturday).
This year, Semana Santa is celebrated from April 14th to 20th, and
Pascua begins on April 21st. Christian churches distributed palms
on Palm Sunday to commemorate Christ’s triumphal entrance into
Jerusalem, when palm branches were placed in His path, before His
arrest and Crucifixion on Good Friday.
We know that Easter must always occur on a Sunday, because
Sunday was the day of Christ’s Resurrection; and the 14th day of the
paschal full moon because that was the date of Passover in the Jewish
calendar, and that of Jesus’ Last Supper (Holy Thursday - also known
as Maundy Thursday, Jueves Santo in Spanish) in the Christian
calendar, at which Christ instituted the Mass and the Sacrament of
Holy Communion. Thus Easter is linked to the Jewish Passover
not only for much of its symbolism, but also for its position in the
calendar. Since Mexico is predominantly a Catholic country (over

14
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Beyond PV

Easter’s relationship to Passover

In determining the date of the Gregorian and Julian Easter, a
lunisolar cycle is followed as it is in determining the date of the
Jewish Passover, and Easter usually falls up to a week after the first
day of Passover (Nisan 15 in the Hebrew calendar).
Of all the Jewish holidays, Pesach is the one most commonly
observed, even by otherwise non-observant Jews. As it has done for
the last few decades, the Jewish community of Puerto Vallarta will
get together in various places on Friday, April 19th, to celebrate this
tradition that recalls the Jews’ Exodus from Egypt after generations
of slavery. The second Seder, on the second night of Passover
(celebrated by Jews in the Diaspora, i.e.: not living in Israel) occurs
on Saturday night in 2019.

The word “Pesach” (PAY-sahch) comes from the Hebrew, meaning
to pass through, to pass over, to exempt or to spare. It refers to the fact
that G-d “passed over” the houses of the Jews when he was slaying
the firstborns of Egypt. “Pesach” is also the name of the sacrificial
paschal lamb that was made in the Temple on this holiday.
Probably the most significant observance related to Pesach involves
the removal of chametz (leaven) from Jewish homes for the week.
This symbolizes the fact that the Jews leaving Egypt were in a hurry,
and did not have time to let their bread rise. It is also a symbolic way
of removing the “puffiness” (arrogance, pride) from Jewish souls.
At the Seder, the “Haggadah” is read, telling the story of the Exodus
from Egypt and explaining some of the practices and symbols of the
holiday. Among the symbolic items consumed during the reading –
prior to the meal itself- are maror – a bitter vegetable that symbolizes
the bitterness of slavery, and charoset – a mixture of apples, nuts,
cinnamon and wine, which symbolizes the mortar used by the Jews
in building during their slavery.
To all our readers: the entire staff of the PV Mirror City Paper
wishes you a most Happy Easter and Hag Sameach!
“There are a number of spiritual, historical and physical elements
of Passover and the Seder that call us to address the global climate
crisis. In our generation, we need to look at how modern Pharaohs Big Oil, Big Coal, Big Auto - are endangering the Earth and human
society, and bringing plagues on us.” - Rabbi Arthur Waskow, author
of “Passover as if Earth Really Matters”.
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ACAPULCO, Mexico -- At the opening ceremony of the 44th
Annual Tianguis Turistico, tourism executives minced no words
about the new president’s dismantling of the Mexico Tourism
Board.
Addressing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, who
was in attendance, Luis Barrios Sanchez, head of the National
Association of Hotel Chains, said in his opening remarks, “You
have distinguished yourself by your tireless struggle to improve
the conditions of the less favored. Do not doubt, Mr. President,
our commitment is to accompany you in this task ... It is good
to remember that in addition to everything said, tourism is a key
piece in the economy.”
Sanchez went on to say that tourism contributes 8.8% of the
country’s GDP.
“We cannot ignore that the United States is and will continue to
be the main tourist client of the country, representing 60% of air
tourism and practically all land and border travels,” he said.
The past year was a challenge for Mexico tourism. Air capacity
fell by 1.7 million seats in 2018. Meanwhile, Sanchez said, the
Bahamas, Jamaica, Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic
added capacity.

Mexico’s banana exports broke a record last year after
shipments rose 7.9% over 2017, according to the federal
Secretariat of Economy.
Close to 570,000 tonnes of bananas worth US $259 million
were exported, mostly to the United States which purchased
$193 million worth.
Japan was next at $13 million followed by the Netherlands
at $11 million, and Russia, South Korea and Ukraine at $5
million each.
Banana producers in Mexico have the benefit of being able to
harvest their produce year round and technological resources
in refrigeration and transportation mean that no market is too
distant to enjoy the product fresh, said a report by Opportimes.
The chief producers have consolidated their commercialization
process, setting up warehouses in the Iztapalapa wholesale
market in Mexico City. It is estimated that 80% of the banana
production from the main producer states is sold and shipped
from that distribution hub.
Mexico was the world’s 15th biggest banana exporter in 2017
with 2% of the total. Ecuador was No. 1 with exports totalling
$3 billion.
(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, Opportimes)

10

“We need your support to have capital to carry out Mexico’s
tourism promotion,” Sanchez told the president, to applause from
the audience.
Sanchez praised the plan for a Mayan train route on the Yucatan
Peninsula, asserting that it will bring new visitors to the southeast
of the country and open up previously hard-to-reach sites.
In a video interview at the World Travel and Tourism Council’s
Global Summit, Felipe Calderon urged current president Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador to “reflect” on the importance of tourism to
Mexico’s economy and perhaps “reverse” his decision to dissolve
the Mexico Tourism Board.
“However, the financing of this work cannot leave behind the
effort of attraction of tourism,” he cautioned.
In order to sustain Mexico’s ability to compete for foreign
tourists, Sanchez asked the government to contribute $125 million
per year, about 0.5% of the revenue tourism brings to Mexico.
Lopez Obrador was the last speaker to take the stage, and while
he did not directly respond to Sanchez, he delivered a prepared
statement regarding tourism.
“To reiterate what has been said, tourism is fundamental because
it produces wealth, but also tourism distributes wealth,” he said.
“That is why the commitment to support tourism is sincere.”
Lopez Obrador did not address the dismantling of the Mexico
Tourism Board. He did say that the government is emphasizing
two actions that will help to increase tourism. One is the urban
development of tourist cities, and the other is reducing crime.
“Here in Acapulco, for example, [the city] has already started an
urban development program in El Renacimiento neighborhood,”
he said. “We have committed resources for urban development,
introducing water drainage, improving the streets, putting in
public lighting, expanding and creating centers for recreation and
also public safety.”
This year, the government plans to invest $26 million in Acapulco,
followed by another $26 million in 2020. The government also
plans to invest in Los Cabos, the Bay of Banderas region, Playa del
Carmen and Puerto Vallarta.
In terms of safety, the new government has unanimously approved
the creation of a National Guard, which will involve both the army
and the navy. The government is uniting the military police, naval
police and federal police, as well.
“Every day, from Monday to Friday at 6 in the morning, we are
receiving the daily report of what has happened throughout the
country, and the same thing is being done by governors who are
working in the same coordinated manner,” he said. “All of this is
going to bear fruit. It will help us to lower the incidence of crime
and will help Mexico remain a country visited by foreigners.”
(Source: Meagan Drillinger – travelweekly.com)

I still maintain one can find some of the best tasting chow in PV at the
food stands.
Yeah, yeah, I know the risks, okay!
Life’s full of risks. I sure hadn’t gobbled up food stand yummies when I
took the big fall headfirst onto the cobblestones two weeks ago.
Let’s face it; life is a crap shoot!
So, yesterday, shortly after a get- together with a few folks on Rivera Cuale
Island, I headed nearby to my favorite food stands locale, a congregation of
three stands lined up on the side of Guadalajara pharmacy, directly across
the street from Reinas.
Deciding on the second stand, I placed an order for a vegetarian grilled
‘burrito grande’, with assorted veggies, beans, cheese, and condiments.
With Chihuahua companion, Paulina, we sat down to wait on a semiwobbly plastic beach chair, alongside a row of locals, some who likewise
waited for their order while others seated with styrofoam plates on their lap
devoured their respective menu choice.
Twenty minutes later, wrapped in foil, placed on a styrofoam plate, my
dinner arrived for take-out, but with one more addition to go. The grand finale:
a selection of condiments. With two small not yet prohibited plastic baggies,
the gracious short order cook filled each with my choice - jalapenos and a gusty
deep red salsa. (I passed on the serving dishes of other options: guacamole,
red radishes, sliced cucumbers and an array of other blends of salsa.)
My bountiful burrito bagged and ready for self home delivery, I placed
it in my backpack and Ms Paulina and I began our hike back to the home
dinner table.
Apologies in order... by the time I snapped the accompanying photo, I had
already consumed half of the burrito. In a state of culinary nirvana, and totally
full, I wrapped the second half up for an overnight respite in the fridge.
Two full meals from one oversize burrito! A good sign that inflation has
not yet hit this side of the Trump proposed wall.
Though hard to discern from the picture, the burrito was voluminous, even
for a burrito! One obvious cosmetic irregularity; burrito spent a little extra
overtime on the grill, thus acquiring grill burn. Honestly, being elated by the
delicious flavor, the charred tortilla was of no consequence…
The pic is of the surviving ½ portion, revealing the bean and pico de gallo
contents resulting from burrito overflow.
Spill the beans, and it all gets better!

(See location number on Central Map)

Luisa Yim
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HAVE YOU TRIED?...
...those fabulous, unique pizzas and other pastas that only
Encuentros can prepare? Now that it’s open once again, check out
its beautiful new location at 124 Berlin, between
Hamburgo and Aldanaca Streets in Versalles - serving your favorites
from 4 to 11 p.m. Tel.: 222-2598. Closed Sundays.
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MOVIES: Say the word
“Immigrant” to someone and odds
are they immediately think of the
United States’ southern border.
America has another border, a
much longer one of more than
4,000 miles, to the north. And
that situation is captured in the
extraordinary movie Frozen River.
Up front, this 2008 release received
a whopping 88% from top critics.
Plot: In upstate New York a mother
named Ray Eddy, whose only
desire is to provide a double-wide
trailer for her two sons, doesn’t
have the second payment and faces
losing her deposit. Her reprobate
gambler husband has taken off
with the trailer deposit and their
car. Using her beat-up truck,
while shopping, she sees her car
with a woman driving. Enraged,
Ray follows. And, though illegal,
roars after her into the Mohawk
Nation. This reservation straddles
the Canadian-US border. Part of
this territory is a huge lake, fed by
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a river that freezes every winter –
hence the title of the movie.
Lila, the woman who stole the
car, explains she needed it because
it has a pop-up truck, essential
when smuggling immigrants.
Desperate to save her deposit, buy
her double-wide and provide for
her children, Ray decides to help
Lila with one run of human cargo.
The southern border may be the
preferred crossing for folks fleeing
Central America, but according to
this flick the northern one is liked
by the Chinese and Pakistani.
The New York Post’s Lou
Lumenick summed up this effort

perfectly with: “A low-budget
triumph for director Courtney
Hunt that won the grand jury prize
at Sundance, Frozen River is a
thriller set in upstate New York,
anchored by an unforgettable
performance by veteran character
actress Melissa Leo.”
I guess if POTUS watched this
film he would want 10 billion to
build – or try to build – another
wall to the north.
& MADNESS: I am writing this
on April 15 – Tax Day. As long
as most of the country is suffering
from this odious annual obligation,
let’s take a look how the big fat
cats fared after the first year the socalled Tax Cuts and Jobs Act was
passed by the Republicans.
In this era filled with the cries of
“Fake news” it is important for one
to cite their source. The following
was researched by the Institute on
Taxation and Economic Policy.
They found that 60 of Fortune 500
companies paid no 2018 federal
taxes whatsoever.
When pushing this break for the
rich we heard Trump say over and
over that US corporations paid
the highest taxes in the world.
Surprise, surprise, not true.
In 2017, the effective corporate
tax rate – meaning after the tax
attorneys ladled in the loopholes
- rather than 35%, was 13.6%. In
2018, corporations paid just 7%
of their profits as federal taxes,
according to the research firm
Oxford Economics. That’s the
lowest effective tax rate since
1947.
The source for the following
information was the Institute on

Taxation and Economic Policy
analysis of SEC filings.
The biggest winner was Amazon
who had a profit of 11 billion, as in
BILLION, and paid ZERO taxes.
Here is just a taste of how well
the rich and mighty did under this
new tax. The sixty companies who
paid no tax had a profit of almost
80 billion and paid an effective tax
of minus – MINUS – 5%.
Next time you fly on Delta
Airlines and they ask you to pay
for something, recall that last year
their profit was 5 billion …and
paid no tax. Buy gas at a Chevron
station and recall they profited 4.5
billion …and paid no tax. If you
buy a car from General Motors
please remember while negotiating
that they made 4.3 billion - with
no taxes paid.
The Republicans claimed that
this tax reform is permanent.
Wrong. There is no such thing
under the Constitution. The Bill
of Rights is living proof of this.
Pass a law prohibiting the use of
liquor – then change your mind
and pass a law removing same.
For instance, with no one
screaming the tax reform was
permanent, Senator Elizabeth
Warren has proposed a new
corporate tax that would pull in
an estimated $1 TRILLION in
revenue. The first $100 million
in profit is left alone, but for
every dollar above $100 million
the corporation will pay a measly
7% tax. Seven percent and the
Republicans are screaming foul.
Next time you buy a McDonalds
Burger, check out how much sales
tax was added. In almost all states
it is more than 7%.
Why should the richest among
us pay the least?

Joe Harrington
Is an internationally published author and documentary
filmmaker. He can be reached with a comment or
criticism at JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com
Artwork by Bob Crabb.

“Why didn’t you answer my e-mails? I must have sent you five
within the past ten days!” frowned my neighbour.
“I swear I never got any of your e-mails, my friend!” I replied.
Seems to me that lately my computer started to have a mind of its
own, no matter how illogical it may be, but nevertheless, becoming
inconsistent, senseless and somehow …. fighting me.
“Well, funny how people these days no longer use the telephone…
I guess texting is where it’s all at, eh?”
“True. Incidentally, we will be returning to Montreal soon and it
is truly baffling how 6 months went by so quickly. So many things
I wanted to do and never got around to do them. We always say we
have time, but tempus fugit like crazy and all of a sudden you have
to start preparing for your return!”
“So what did you want to do and haven’t had the time?” asked
my neighbour.
“Well, I wanted to check out La Isla, La Comer, some of the
wonderful shows in town put on by some extraordinarily talented
artistes, check out some new eateries, revisit the botanical garden
which has become famous for its orchids, and even go to the beach
or to the pool. I could never make it to the pool earlier than 4
p.m. Too busy with other stuff. You know, I keep telling lots of
people that we are not on vacation. We live here and have to do the
normal stuff day in and day out which leaves us little time for other
activities that people do when on vacation. But at least we got a
chance to spend time with friends and had a surprise visit from one
of our daughters!”
“You said you were thinking of moving down here permanently.
How are you going to go about it?”
“Well, I have to start from Montreal; go to the Canadian Consulate
and apply. I know there are different papers to complete and some
documentation that will be required by them. The only thing that
bothers me is that each year they change the laws; we have been
paying each year for the FM3 and then were told that if we only stay
6 months we could just live on a tourist visa. So we stopped paying
each year but now, we regret having done that; perhaps they will take
into consideration the past years that we have paid and cut down on
the time the whole process takes; in any case, we’ll see how it goes…”
“Do you miss Montreal at all?” asked my friend.
“A bit. Summers are unpredictable but beautiful and most
restaurants thrive with their customers avidly waiting to be seated
at a table outside and catch some rays. A bit of sun can heighten
the spirits, you know…”.
“Any difference between TV programs in Puerto Vallarta versus
Montreal?”
“Well, yes, lots of programs in French, the TV5 from France plus
some specialized channels and the American channels.”
“What about the channels offered in PV? Happy with them?”

(See location number on Central Map)
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“Well”, I replied, “a couple of years ago or so the company we
were dealing with was bought by another and after some feedback
from the subscribers, they made some modifications (at some cost)
…and even though I have no American channels except two channels
that give me the news and that I rarely watch, I’m quite happy…”
“You’re kidding me! Don’t you miss the American channels?”
“Actually”, I continued, “I do not. I have switched to the
Mexican channels, see movies dubbed in Spanish or with Spanish
subtitles. And why not? We are in Mexico! This is how I have
partly learned Spanish, considering that 13 years ago I didn’t speak
one word of Spanish. Of course, I am not fluent, but I can carry
on a conversation in Spanish; and what a great way to make new
friends! By the way, the movie channels are endless with a great
variety aside from the other channels that I love to watch! And I
got to watch the series Hasta que te conoci based on Juan Gabriel’s
life… all in Spanish! What a treat! But the sports channels are
fantastic. There are so many and they are all included in the
package. In Montreal for some important events you’d have to go
to Pay TV. I couldn’t have asked for more.”
“So your packing is done?”, he asked.
“Almost, but I’m sure I will forget something behind”…
“Like what?”
“Mi corazón, my friend, as always… but doesn’t everyone who
leaves Vallarta?”
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At The Boutique Community Theatre this week - April 19-25
The Boutique Community Theatre is upstairs at Nacho Daddy, 287 Basilio
Badillo. All tickets are available online (www.btpv.org) or at the box office, ONE
HOUR prior to every performance. For more details, please visit the events
section of our Facebook page: www.theboutiquepv.com Info: 322-728-6878

Paco Ojeda

What’s On This Week
FRIDAY, APRIL 19
● 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Play: Harvey, directed by Ralph Hyman
This whimsical comedy about a local drunk’s 6’ 3 1/2”
imaginary rabbit pal was a smash hit (and a Pulitzer Prize
winner) on Broadway and has become one of the most
popular plays in the English repertoire.
SATURDAY, APRIL 20
● 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Play: Harvey, directed by Ralph Hyman
This whimsical comedy about a local drunk’s 6’ 3 1/2”
imaginary rabbit pal was a smash hit (and a Pulitzer Prize
winner) on Broadway and has become one of the most
popular plays in the English repertoire.
SUNDAY, APRIL 21
● 2 p.m. Play: Harvey, directed by Ralph Hyman
This whimsical comedy about a local drunk’s 6’ 3 1/2”
imaginary rabbit pal was a smash hit (and a Pulitzer Prize
winner) on Broadway and has become one of the most popular
plays in the English repertoire. FINAL PERFORMANCE
MONDAY, APRIL 22
● 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: I’m Playing Me! A
Modern ‘Broad-ville’ Cabaret, starring Kami Desilets
Meet triple-threat performer Kami Desilets while she
performs some of your favourite broadway characters; some
characters you forgot about, and some characters you’ll
meet for the first time.

(See location number on Central Map)

TUESDAY, APRIL 23
● 5 p.m. Screening: Dinner and a Movie presents,
Koyaanisqatsi (1982), hosted by Paco Ojeda
Drawing its title from the Hopi word meaning “life out
of balance,” this renowned documentary with music by
American composer Philip Glass reveals how humanity has
grown apart from nature. Given its lack of narration and
dialogue, the production makes its points solely through
imagery and music. With a 15-minute introduction by Paco
Ojeda.

This Sunday at 2 p.m. will be the final performance of The Boutique Theatre’s
production of Mary Chase’s award-winning play, Harvey, also wrapping another
successful for the theatre. “We are very grateful to have seen many new faces
approach The Boutique this past season, to become involved on and offstage,
and with new and unique offerings,” commented Ken Sebryk who, along with
his wife, Karrie, founded The Boutique Theatre to provide community theatre
opportunities for Puerto Vallarta long-term and full-time residents.
In order to kickstart the 2019-2020 season, a team comprised of current and past
directors have been meeting on a regular basis with the purpose of establishing
new guidelines and providing The Boutique with a back-to-basics approach:
theatre. “We have cheerfully opened our doors in the past to a number of cultural
activities outside of the realm of theatre, including lectures, solo concerts, film
screenings and talks,” explained Sebryk. “Moving forward, we will focus our
energy exclusively in producing the best possible community theatre.”
To that effect, The Boutique’s 2019-2020 season will consist of no more
than seven plays, from November 15 to April 15 of the following year. The
aforementioned team is currently looking for play submissions from current and
new directors that meet the following criteria:
- Plays in the following genres: comedy, drama, melodrama, mystery or musical.
- Must be suitable for community theatre performers and for dinner theatre audiences.
- The length of the plays must be 90 minutes or less.
- Plays will be performed Thursday, Friday and Saturday
for three consecutive weeks, 6-8 p.m.
The planning team will accept plays submitted until May 15. All plays will be
carefully reviewed, selected and announced on June 30. All qualified directors
will choose shows they wish to direct with no one person directing more than
one play per season. “We are truly excited with the new, more specific approach
we’ve proposed and are truly grateful for the support we’ve received from our
current team of directors and actors, and look forward to opening the doors to
new talent. We are also grateful for our partnership with Nacho Daddy, and look
forward to another successful season.”
For more information or to submit a play and/or to get involved in any capacity,
please email rvickery@gmail.com or ken@btpv.org

IMPORTANT: The final two Dinner and a Movie screenings will take place on Tuesday, April 23 and 30, at 5 p.m. Kami Desilets
continues to perform her weekly show I’m Playing Me! A Modern ‘Broad-ville’ Cabaret Monday evenings at 6 p.m. through May 27.
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The Boutique Community Theatre welcomes members of the local community who want to experience every aspect of theatre production: lighting, stage
managing, directing, acting, promotion and fundraising. To learn more, visit the website www.btpv.org, or the Facebook page www.facebook.com/
TheBoutiquePV, where you will find information about scheduled performances and events, which include plays, lectures, film screenings and more.
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The 7 Arts

Chicago, the Musical
CLOSING NIGHT!
Saturday, April 20 - 7 p.m.

Opening Show - Tuesday, April 23 - 7:30 p.m.

Renee Armand toured with John
Denver during the height of his
popularity, and she was the voice
behind the Oscar-winning song, “The
Morning After,” from the movie, The
Poseidon Adventure. The ever-popular
Renee Armand returns to Puerto
Vallarta this week, for her 4th season,
with her brand-new show, “Born to
Be Wild!” This “wild child” of the
60’s will thrill you with her beautiful,
soulful voice, as well as her anecdotal
stories from her life in the 60’s, right
in the midst of the musical icons of
our era. The memories she evokes
will bring tears to your eyes, and will
make you want to stand up and sing
along to all your favorite songs, too.
Hearing Renee sing is an experience
you will never forget.

After a very successful, sold-out run, the
fabulous musical, Chicago, is coming to an
end. The final performance will be Saturday,
April 20 - 7 p.m. If you haven’t had the
chance to see this entertaining and extremely
professional show, please make plans to do
so now! It is one of the best productions
ever presented in Puerto Vallarta! With 12
dancers and 7 principals, this show is a sight
to behold! Don’t miss out! Get your tickets
today at www.act2pv.com!

Act II is the “#1 Entertainment Venue” ~ TripAdvisor
“#1 Performing Arts Venue” ~ Vallarta Tribune!
#2 of “Things to Do” in Puerto Vallarta! ~ TripAdvisor
Be sure and check this week’s schedule as many of our shows sell out,
so get your tickets now at act2pv.com!
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This Week’s Shows at Act II:
FRIDAY, APRIL 19
7:30 - Diana Villamonte
SATURDAY, APRIL 20
5:00 - FINAL SHOW! “Twist & Shout,” a song,
dance & schtick show, featuring jukebox
music from the 50’s and 60’s!!
7:00 - FINAL SHOW! Chicago, a NuName
Production - get your tickets now!
9:30 - Mama Tits, starring in “Triple D”
SUNDAY, APRIL 21
7:30 - “Best of ABBA & Elton,”
starring Us Two and their LIVE BAND
9:30 - “Joanna, the Girl with a Gazillion Voices!
MONDAY, APRIL 22
7:30 - Diana Villamonte, starring in
“More Motown & Beyond”
9:30 - Mama Tits starring in “Triple D”
TUESDAY, APRIL 23
7:30 - Opening Night - “Born to Be Wild,”
featuring the beautiful Renee Armand the voice behind the Oscar-winning song,
“The Morning After” Party 6:30 / Show 7:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 24
7:30 - Us Two - 4th Wednesday “Us Two, Unplugged,” featuring an acoustical
performance by Us Two
9:30 - JoAnna, the Gal with a Gazillion Voices
THURSDAY, APRIL 25
7:30 - “Born to Be Wild,” featuring the beautiful
Renee Armand - the voice behind the
Oscar-winning song, “The Morning After”
FRIDAY, APRIL 26
7:30 - Diana Villamonte - “I Will Always Love You,”
a Whitney Houston Tribute
9:30 - “Gringa in Paradise,” featuring Hedda Lettuce

Coming Soon to Act II:

Puerto Vallarta’s #1 Musical - EVER!
Opening Night: Monday, May 6 Party 6 p.m. / Show 7 p.m.
Continuing Shows: May 6, 8, 11, 13,
15, 18, 20, 22, 25 - 7 p.m.

Opening This Week at Act II:

Featuring Renee Armand, the voice
behind the Oscar-Winning Song,
“The Morning After” from the movie,
Poseidon Adventure
Opening Night - Tuesday, April 23 Party 6:30 p.m. / Show 7:30 p.m.
April 23, 25, 27, 30,
and May 2, 4 - 7:30 p.m.

Due to popular demand, Renee
Armand, Act II’s favorite songstress,
returns to Puerto Vallarta for her 4th
exciting season! This “wild child” of
the 60’s grew up in Laurel Canyon,
the crossroads between Beverly
Hills and Hollywood, at the same
time as many of her good friends…
Mama Cass, Carly Simon, The
Beatles, The Eagles, James Taylor,
George Harrison, Carole King, Linda
Ronstadt and more. They worked

together, played together, and wrote
the music that shaped a generation.
Sharing the music of the 60’s
and 70’s, this free-spirited, vibrant
woman will captivate you with
her incredible talent, her warmth
and her honesty. Her heartfelt
tributes and humor, combined
with a magnificent, soulful voice
will touch you like never before,
and you’ll find yourself re-living
those magical times
singing
along to the familiar tunes.
Renee sang and toured with John
Denver for six years and is the
voice behind the Academy Awardwinning song, “The Morning After,”
from the movie, The Poseidon
Adventure. She has performed to
sold-out audiences at Act II for the
past four years, and, no doubt, will
do so again this year. This show is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and a
MUST-SEE in Puerto Vallarta! Get
your tickets today!

AVENUE Q, the most popular
musical ever presented in Puerto
Vallarta, returns in May, just in time
for Pride Week! AVENUE Q is a
delightful, laugh-out-loud American
musical that was performed on
Broadway from 2003 to 2009.
Audiences everywhere have been
captivated by its fresh and funny
story, and it won the prestigious 2004
“Triple Crown” for Tony Awards….
BEST MUSIC, BEST SCORE and
BEST BOOK!
The story of AVENUE Q takes
place in New York City and the
street is Avenue Q, the only address
you can afford when you’re fresh out
of college, out of a job, or just trying
to find your purpose in life. It is a
coming-of-age parable that satirizes
the issues and anxieties of entering
adulthood.
Filled with gut-busting humor and
a delightfully catchy score (not to
mention the use of full-size puppets
that are animated by unconcealed
human puppeteers).

Avenue Q is a truly unique show
that received rave reviews at Act II
two years ago! Although the show
addresses slightly bawdy, humorous
adult issues (and is not recommended
for children), it is very similar to a
beloved children’s show - a place
where puppets are friends. It is
directed by Act II Entertainment´s
Musical Director, Alfonso Lopez,
and features many of our local talent.
Simply put, this show is the perfect
choice for those of you who may be
wondering how the hell we got to this
point in our lives and are constantly
questioning what your purpose is.
But for now, you can just sit back,
enjoy, belly-laugh, and rejoice at the
marvel of this modern-day musical!
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FINAL SHOW! Music and Dance
from the 50’s and 60’s
Saturday, April 20 - 5 p.m.

FINAL SHOW. A NuName Production
Directed by Edoardo Rocha
Saturday, April 20 - 7 p.m.

The iconic American musical,
Chicago, features music by John
Kander, lyrics by Fred Ebb, and a
book by Ebb and John Fosse. When
it debuted on Broadway back in the
1970’s, Chicago became a classic
and won 6 Tony Awards!
The Broadway revival in 1996
now holds the record as the longestrunning musical revival and the
longest-running American musical
in Broadway history! This NuName
Production is absolutely amazing!
It features 12 dancers, along with
stage favorites, Michael Gibney,
MaryJo Nelson, Maria Rose,
Edoardo Rocha, Joan Houston,
and Marsha Ward Ross!
This spectacular musical is as
addictive as gossip rags, and as
unforgettable as any trial of the
century. It is the one show you can
always count on to give you the
thrills and memories that only come
from seeing a Broadway musical. It
is an unforgettable journey into the
crime and corruption of the 1920’s.

The Gal with a Gazillion Voices
Drag comedy, singing and
impersonations!
April 17, 21, 24, 28 - 9:30 p.m.

JoAnna (aka Joe Perry) is
celebrating her 13th season as
a headline performer here in
Vallarta! She started out in NYC,
and has won numerous awards,
including “The Best Patsy Cline
Singer” at the Cowgirl Hall of
Fame. She is well-known for her
amazing impressions, and can do
an amazing impersonation of Cher,
Tina Turner, Patsy Cline, Madonna,
Marilyn Monroe, Celine Dion,
Elvis Presley, Dolly Parton… and
more! In addition to PV, JoAnna
has enjoyed 6 smash seasons in
Provincetown, Massachusetts, and
has had 8 fabulous summer seasons
in Ogunquit, Maine!
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TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“Twist and Shout was amazing!
Visiting Puerto Vallarta I had the
great decision to come into a beautiful
cabaret with one of the most amazing
shows I ever have seen there Twist and
Shout. The two singers are great actors,
they spill a full of energy, great voices
and amazing dancing. For sure if you
are visiting Vallarta you can’t miss this
amazing show, it’s like a time travel to a
funny and full of emotions night! Totally
a MUST!” ~ Bryan O

Diana Villamonte - A Musical Tribute
to Whitney Houston featuring PV’s #1
Star, Diana Villamonte
Diana Returns to Act II after winning
FIRST RUNNER UP in the Voice of
Mexico! (WARNING!! All of Diana
Villamonte’s shows sell out well in
advance! Get your tickets now!)
Every Friday - 7:30 p.m. (Through May 24)

TripAdvisor ★★★★★
Chicago! Saw the show Chicago
at Act II entertainment and it was
amazing. An extremely high quality
performance. The actors were
brilliant and the costumes were
perfect. A must see!!! ~emsegue,
3/3/19

Act II is pleased to announce
a brand new 50’s and 60’s show,
“Twist and Shout,” featuring the
best jukebox hits from the 50’s and
60’s! The dynamic duo, Pedro Islas
and Faride Talamás perform many of
the songs that you love…. I Wanna
Be Loved By You, Can’t Take My Eyes
Off of You, Be My Baby, Lollipop, I
Only Want to Be With You, Twist and
Shout... and more! This show has a
unique format and is full of singing,
comedy, and DANCING to the
rhythms that changed the world!

The New York Times hails her
as “One of the Best!” and the
Florida Sun writes that she is
“Beyond impressions, Parody and
Burlesque.”

This year, Act II is thrilled to
announce that Diana, along with
director Alfonso López, has created
yet ANOTHER sensational hit show,
“I Will Always Love You,” a musical
tribute to Whitney Houston!

Diana, with her powerhouse
voice and infectious personality,
is the perfect singer to take on
the iconic Whitney (her lifelong
inspiration).
The highlight of
Diana’s show last year was when
she previewed some of her Whitney
Houston songs, often having most
audience members in tears. Diana
blew the audience away, and her
fans begged for a whole show of
Whitney’s songs!   

TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“Run don’t walk to see both shows!
You can then say I saw her when!
To see this amazing talent in such a
warm and intimate setting will blow
you away! Both her Motown and
Beyond and her Tribute to Whitney
Houston shows are unbelievable!
She came in first runner up this
year on the Voice of Mexico. I have
no doubt she would have won if all
of her US & Canadian fans had
Mexican phones and were able to
vote! She will be packing in huge
stadiums soon...so don’t miss this
show!” ~ sgunze

HEDDA LETTUCE - Winner,
Funniest Drag Show 2017 - 2018
Featuring Hedda Lettuce’s
smorgasbord of live comedy, songs,
and stand-up improvisations
Every Monday - 7:30 p.m.
Every Friday - 9:30 p.m. (Through May 24)

HEDDA LETTUCE, the six-time
Drag Queen of the Year Awardwinner (HX magazine) and the
legendary “green goddess” of drag, is
excited to return to Puerto Vallarta for
her FOURTH “sold out” season! Her
show, this year, is a loving send-up to
her favorite town… Puerto Vallarta!

Hedda will glamorize another
season as she dishes out a tossed salad
of improvisational comedy, sultry
songs, and dazzling gowns. (And
it’s entirely fat-free!) She will gladly
engage you in a night of storytelling,
bawdy and biting wit, spontaneous
comedy, and live (not lip-synched)
singing!
Her show includes her nationallyacclaimed original comedic music that
is peppered with parodies of old time
favorites and startling satire. Hedda
Lettuce is one of New York City’s
premiere drag queens and keeps the
audience screaming with laughter for
the entire show!

to the great ladies (and a few of the
boys) of Motown (and beyond), with
a special tribute to Aretha Franklin, as
well as Diana Ross, Shirley Bassey,
Whitney Houston, Anita Ward, Etta
James, Nina Simone, Aretha Franklin
and Donna Summer.
Her passion and commitment to
her music, as well as her rich, belting
notes and electrifying top register will
bring tears to your eyes.

THIS WEEK - 4th Wednesday - “Us Two
Unplugged” (Your favorite acoustic
music, featuring Us Two)
Winner - 2017 Best Band Award!
Shows On Wednesday! Every Week A New Show! 7:30 p.m. (Through May 22)

TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“Fiercely
Talented
Singing
Sensation Diana Villamonte Dazzles
in Puerto Vallarta! Just when we
thought what dazzled us most about
Puerto Vallarta was its lush mountain
landscapes, sparkling blue waters
and rich art scene.” ~ Boris Betanoff
“Well Diana is totally ready for
Broadway and or the movies. Her
voice, her look and her dancing just
completely paralyze you. What I am
trying to say is that if you want to
see the greatest show on earth go see
Diana.” ~ lorieg2019

Diana Villamonte, Voice of Mexico Star A Musical tribute to the great ladies of
Motown and Beyond, featuring Puerto
Vallarta’s #1 songstress, Diana Villamonte
(WARNING! #1 Box Office - 2 seasons
running! All of Diana’s shows sell out
well in advance. Get your tickets fast at www.act2pv.com )
Every Monday - 7:30 p.m.
(Through May 27)
All new show! Starring Puerto
Vallarta’s beloved 6’7”
POWERHOUSE, Mama Tits!
Every Monday & Saturday
at 9:30 p.m. (Through May 27)

Diana Villamonte in “More
Motown & Beyond” is the #1 show
in Puerto Vallarta! This tiny little
gal with the powerhouse voice and
infectious personality pays respect

her stories and comedy into one
big joyride of a show, with a strong
message of love, emotion and
positive reinforcement, (not unlike
her trusty underwire bra)! Jazz,
blues, pop, rock and Broadway round
out this year’s eclectic selection of
songs. Check out her many reviews
on Trip Advisor!

After her second record-breaking
year as one of the Top Headliners of
the illustrious Red Room Cabaret at
Act II Stages, Mama Tits is thrilled to
return for her fourth hit season! This
year she is back with her raw and
witty take on life, sex, relationships
and living your truth. Mama Tits
weaves her soulful live singing with

A musical tribute to ABBA and Elton John,
featuring UsTwo and their LIVE BAND
Every Sunday - 7:30 p.m. (Through May 23)

UsTwo presents a musical
tribute to the timeless music of two
unforgettable acts which began
in the 1970’s, ABBA and Elton
John! UsTwo will perform songs
that you remember, such as Mama
Mia, Dancing Queen, Chiquitita, Sad
Song, Candle in the Wind, and Rocket
Man, and more. Their repertoire
changes with each performance,
but these amazing vocalists (and
their live band) will treat you to an
unforgettable evening of music and
an evening to remember!
ABBA and its flamboyant costumes
and catchy music is considered to
be one of the top musical groups in
history, having sold over 500 million
albums! Elton John first became
famous for his oversize glasses and
outrageous outfits, but his enduring
popularity and incredible talent have
earned him five Grammy awards,
induction into the Rock ‘n Roll Hall
of Fame, and sales of over 300 million
albums! Together, these two acts
epitomized the soft rock/pop musical
sounds that became hugely popular in
the 70’s, and is still loved around the
world today.

Never before has Act II
witnessed such loyalty from fans
who discovered Us Two at Act II
Entertainment!
With more TripAdvisor 5-star
reviews than any other PV
performers, fans have been known
to attend an UsTwo show every
week! With that in mind that, Act
II Producer, Danny Mininni, and
the members of Us Two, give fans
the chance to see a new show every
week! Us Two’s Wednesday night
show features a different show every
week, with a total of four different
shows per month!
Known for bringing the classics
that you love the most back to life, Us
Two will feature a “Oldies, Volume
I and Volume II,” because how can
you fit all of that great music into one
show? Other shows will include “Us
Two Goes Country” and the intimate
“Unplugged” show. (See website
and press releases for weekly genre
reminders.) But no matter what the
genre is, Us Two always brings you
music from the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s in
the form of song and dance, rock and
roll, fun and games and humor and
chat, all bundled into a 90-minute
Vegas-style show!
Every week a different show, this
week… 4th Wednesday - “Us Two
Unplugged,” an acoustic show,
featuring Us Two!

For more information about our shows, or to order tickets, please go to our website at www.act2pv.com Tickets are also available at our box
office which is open daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. The Act II Entertainment Stages complex is located upstairs on the corner of Insurgentes and
Basilio Badillo in the Romantic Zone on the South side of Puerto Vallarta. For more information, call 222-1512, or follow Act II on Facebook.
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Extended again through May, Incanto’s
homegrown season hit, Naked Boys Singing!
continues to garner rave reviews! “Very
deserved success!... Why those naked boys
have ‘charmed the pants’ off of Vallarta!”
- Gouda Gabor. This fun, sassy, enduring
musical comedy is celebrating twenty-years
off-Broadway. The all-Latino ensemble
cast features six young local actors with
outstanding vocal ability, who sing and
dance completely nude! The show’s premise
examines our human vulnerabilities and
letting your guard down while completely
exposed, and is reflected in the clever, heartfelt
lyrics in the many catchy songs, while others
focus on the fun side of being, well… naked!
Directed by original conceiver/director and
local Vallarta resident, Robert Schrock, this
crowd-pleasing production has enjoyed
numerous full-houses, standing ovations, and
well-deserved accolades. Be sure to catch a
performance before it goes on hiatus for the
summer. Presented in English, now playing
through May 29.
Tenor Alejandro Peña made his Incanto
debut recently to a sold-out performance and
multiple standing ovations. His powerful
and exquisite tenor vocals moved and
mesmerized the audience leaving no dry

eyes in the house. He will present an encore
performance by popular demand featuring
more well-loved arias and contemporary
hits, accompanied by Bob Bruneau at the
piano on April 19 at 8 p.m. Visit Incanto’s
website for more information and online
tickets for all shows.
Former soccer star and classically trained
vocalist Enrique de Allende also made
his Incanto debut recently, opening to

two packed houses and multiple standing
ovations. Described by legendary music
producer, David Foster, as having “a very
sweet but powerful voice”, Enrique sings
many well-known favorites by Frank
Sinatra, Elvis, Andrea Bocelli, Michael
Bublé, as well as breathtaking versions of
opera’s Caruso and Nessun Dorma. Encore
performance April 22 at 8 p.m., accompanied
by Jean-Guy Comeau at the piano.
Newly discovered local talent, Victor &
Anais, join Incanto’s piano bar lineup on
Tuesdays at 5 p.m. beginning April 16. A duet
from Puerto Vallarta performing acoustic
versions of covers and originals in English
and Spanish, they are recognized for their
sweet and rhythmic interpretations, while
combining their charm and passion for music
resulting in an elegant and melodious sound.
Unique versions of “Somewhere Over The
Rainbow”, “Coffee” and “Heart Partío” are
just some of their most popular selections.
Media Luna has enjoyed a successful season
at Incanto playing fiery flamenco, huapango,
rock originals, and covers. Originally from San
Miguel de Allende, they are well-known for their
stellar high-energy performances, often resulting
in several standing ovations and encores. Final
show for the season, April 18 at 7 p.m.

Hours 9 a.m. - 11:30 p.m. daily. Breakfast is served on the riverside terrace 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Box office opens at 10 a.m. Lunch is served 12 noon to 11
p.m. Casual evening dining is available on two riverside terraces and in the air-conditioned piano bar 4 to 11 p.m. Happy Hour features 2x1 house cocktails,
margaritas, and beer 4 to 6 p.m. 2x1 show tickets for select current shows during ‘The Zen Hour’ 4 to 5 p.m. daily. For more information and online tickets
visit Incanto’s website www.IncantoVallarta.com Contact them at Incantopv@gmail.com or call 223 9756. Located at 109 Insurgentes (at the Rio Cuale).
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How many of you walk around
holding onto resentments? How
many months or years have you been
carrying that extra baggage? Do
you realize that those resentments
are only hurting you? How many
of you have heard the quote that
“resentment is like drinking poison
and hoping the other person dies”?
Resentments are an accumulation
of unmet expectations.
Our
expectations of other people and
of specific outcomes of life events,
set us up for great disappointment
and pain. We suffer needlessly
because we fail to accept “what is”.
We begin to resent them and that
builds up. Holding onto resentment
is very unhealthy. It also makes
it very difficult to have healthy
relationships with people when
resentments linger.
Resentment leads to anger.
Resentment is unresolved anger,
which is the real issue. Anger is an
emotional response to situations in
which we feel threatened, treated
unfairly or violated. Many of us think
that other people or circumstances
“make” us angry. We incorrectly
believe that external factors cause our
feelings, which is not true. Instead,
“we” determine our feelings and how
we are going to respond to them.
Our beliefs are responsible for how
we feel. If we believe that someone
should treat us a certain way and they
don’t, then they have disappointed
us; not met our expectations, and we
begin to resent them.
Resentment keeps us stuck at that
point of pain. We learn to attach to
the pain and become comfortable
living in it. Blaming others enables
us to hold onto resentment and to
avoid having to change ourselves.
It lets us operate from a morally
superior position, in which we do
not accept responsibility for our part
(role). Instead of holding ourselves
accountable, it enables a victim
attitude and approach to life.
Reclaim your power...
Don’t be the victim
What would happen if you let go of
resentments? Why are you afraid to
let go of them? Most of the time the

Giselle Belanger

RN, LCSW

answer lies in not feeling validated
for your pain. You may believe that
if the other person would recognize
what they’ve done to hurt you,
you’d feel better, or you would feel
more satisfied if you could hurt
them back and make them suffer
the way you’ve suffered. Can you
imagine the freedom that you would
feel not obsessing about the things
you resent and not waiting for the
other person to recognize their role
or need them to apologize? Imagine
the freedom of letting it all go and
moving forward in life free of the
emotional baggage.
Choose to let go
It is a conscious choice to decide to
let go; it requires intention. Letting
go of the anger and the resentments
that fester is extremely liberating,
not to mention very good for your
health. Emotions live inside of us,
stored in every cell of the body until
we let them go. They cause damage
and lead to disease.
We must also let go of expectations
and stop setting ourselves up for
disappointment every time someone
or life lets us down. Letting go
of outcome is a huge life lesson!
Learning to remain open to
whatever comes your way is much
more satisfying and liberating.
Imagine all the energy and time you
would save if you stopped trying to
manipulate and control outcome.
Acceptance
Permitting the process and
learning the lessons and gaining
the insights along the way is only
possible when you remain open to
receive them, instead of obsessing
on the disappointment of unmet
expectations. If you can learn to
accept that “things happen the way
are supposed to” you can then let go
of disappointment. You can accept

that the lessons are to teach you
and help you grow. Look for the
messages and insights.
Often, times this concept makes
many people angry because they
feel hurt and very afraid. Fear of
what will happen next or feeling
out of control, creates anger and
resentment and the cycle continues.
This is a choice. Choose to let go,
accept, learn, and grow! Acceptance
is key to a happy life!
Important note: Acceptance
doesn’t mean that you accept
the
person’s
unacceptable,
inappropriate, harmful behavior.
It does not mean that you are
condoning their behavior. It means
you are letting go of resenting it
and moving on. That also requires
setting boundaries that protect you
from further harm.
Need to forgive
Forgiveness
is
very
misunderstood, which is why so
many people say they “will never
forgive” a certain person for what
they did, or they say a certain action
is “unforgivable”. FYI: Forgiveness
does not have anything to do
with the other person recognizing
they’ve done something wrong or
saying they are sorry.

It is the final step in your personal
healing process. After you’ve let go
of the anger and the resentment, you
learn to forgive. It’s where you find
peace and happiness.
Resentment is the opposite of
forgiveness; they cannot co-exist.
If you think you have forgiven and
still find yourself feeling resentful,
then you are not done. You have
more work to do; dig deeper and
find what is still lingering.
Concluding note: I have heard
many people criticize the victims
they see on talk shows (Oprah, for
example), stating they have forgiven
their rapist or the murderer of their
daughter, and say it’s ridiculous
and impossible. It is extremely
challenging and there are many
emotions to process to get to that
point, but it is not impossible, and in
fact is the only way for them to heal
and move on. It takes tremendous
courage to let go and forgive.
Forgiveness does not exonerate the
perpetrator; forgiveness liberates
the victim!
“Forgiving doesn’t make you
weak; it sets you free.”
Nelson Mandela quote: “As I
walked out the door toward the gate
that would lead to my freedom, I
knew if I didn’t leave my bitterness
and hatred behind, I’d still be in
prison”

Giselle Bellanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available for
appointments in person, by phone, or by skype webcam.
Contact info: ggbelangerpv@gmail.com
Mex cell: 044 (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203
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Krystal Frost

Unhealthy
attitudes
or
memories connected to a person
or event can hang around in
your psyche, causing havoc in
your life. Dealing with these
emotional events - or not - can
have negative effects on your
health and lifestyle, showing up
in symptoms such as:
Emotional instability
Drug, alcohol or tobacco abuse
Eating disorders
Obsessions
Undefined anger
Apathy
Illness
First, be aware that you can
only make changes in yourself.
Forget about blaming the other
person for behaving like a jerk,
suck up your personal power and
move on.
It happens that, for me, the first
step in reprocessing negative
emotional attitudes is being
aware of them. This takes soul
searching and opening doors
to the past that have remained

sealed shut. Yes, it is like opening
a can of worms and it is scary.
Taking responsibility for choices
and accepting that responsibility
is one HUGE step forward.
Once you are aware of what
is eating you up and there is
acceptance of responsibility for
where you are now, then you are
ready for the next step.
Forgiveness, and letting
go of anger
Forgiveness starts with me,
myself and I.
Yes, I made some very bad
choices, yes; I hurt and alienated
my loved ones. No, I do not
deserve loving and caring
relationships... blah blah blah…
Ok?
Yes, you hurt me, you abandoned
me, you betrayed me… etc, etc,...
Ok?
Angry now? Angry at yourself
and the people around you?
Forgiveness starts when you
can see your responsibility in the
situation, then forgive yourself and

(See location number on Central Map)

I was helping my daughter
organize her home in preparation
for the arrival of her first child.
As we moved around the furniture
and stored books, clothes, and
stuff to make room for the baby’s
things, we got into a conversation
about closing cycles to make room
for new cycles to begin. This got
me thinking about our processes
and how we do these closings,
either by will, or circumstances.
We do not seem to have much
control
over
circumstances
changing. A change of job is
a good example. We wake up
one morning and know it’s time
to move on, or someone upstairs
woke up with the same idea…
and you are heading out the door
to seek the new open doors. Then
things take their natural course.
On the other hand, a willful
closing of a cycle requires a
whole set of processes, especially
if they are connected with your
emotions and relationships.

8
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those involved. This can be done
through focused visualization and
mediation. Reprogramming an old
emotional mind set takes willful
discipline and active presence of
what is going on with your internal
voice. Observing your internal
dialog can be very revealing.
Consciously
reprogramming
these internal mutterings is very
POWERFUL.
There is also another aspect to
this work, it’s called…
Honoring your process
You are ready when you are
ready. If you try to force yourself
into acting like you are forgiving
and letting go the heart energy
can well up and mess up your best
intentions.
Maybe you are just not ready.
Trying to force anything in these
matters never is appropriate and
result in misguided actions. These
things take time so give yourself
the time you need to rethink
negative and worn out patterns
and reawaken positive feelings.
Being aware of these attitudes and
desiring emotional fitness will
start the process. Sometimes it
does not happen in this lifetime...
but being aware of your personal
process is the first step.
New beginnings
We cannot keep receiving and
manifesting the same old attitudes
and expect to see positive new
cycles begin. If you get rid of
jaded emotional baggage and
reorganize your attitudes you will
free up space in your life for new
healthy, positive cycles to begin.
Gratitude.
Thank you, Dear Reader, for
reading my column, letting me
know my shortcomings, spelling
errors, how you feel and keeping
me real.

Krystal Frost
For questions and comments - Cell: 322 116-9645,
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

Americans are used to leverage of
mortgages, and do not typically put
all cash into a purchase. In Mexico,
many foreigners use refinancing of
properties in their home country to
buy properties here for cash.
Resales can be also owner financed
if both parties agree. The collateral is
usually the Mexican property. Seller
or his bank trustee will have to handle a
foreclosure procedure, if buyer-owner
cannot perform on the loan. The seller
himself can be the primary beneficiary
of the trust until the mortgage is paid
in full. When full payment is paid, the
bank has to recognize cancellation of
the mortgage, and make the buyer the
primary beneficiary of the property.
It is wise for primary beneficiary
to always name heirs in the trust, so
that the property will stay in the trust
of the seller and be transferred to the
secondary beneficiary (heir) without
need of going through probate.
Pre-construction sales are very
prevalent in our market at this time. In
this scenario, the developer will allow
the buyer to make a down payment,
usually 30%, and make payments
through construction phases. After a
18-24 months average, the seller has
received purchase funds and the buyer
has possession. When the escritura is
ready to be signed by the new buyer,
final closing costs are paid and any
hold-back from the purchase price
paid to the developer. It can be short
wait of one month to a year to receive
an escritura after obtaining occupancy
while paying condo fees during the
final phase of the closing process.
If a buyer cannot do all cash, there are
companies here who help with different
mortgages on Mexican property.

Harriet Murray

Terence Reilly with Mexlend:
Financing for US and Canadian
citizens has been available for the past
15 years. The sources, rates and terms
have changed, but one could argue that
some of the current options are the best
that have ever been available.
Now, instead of banks, private
equity sources are extending loans
to foreigners to purchase their dream
homes. Most of these loans are in
Mexican Pesos, but the buyer should
not let that hold them back, since
the peso has historically devaluated
against the USD, this in effect will
buy your more equity with your
purchase if you are earning USD and
paying MXP.
Rates for Mexican Peso 5-year
Adjustable Rate Mortgages or ARMS
can be as low as 2.43% in yearly cost
to the borrower for the money. For
those less adventurous, there are US
dollar bridge loans available as well.
These loans will more conform to a
Canadian or USD hard money loan,
with interest rates starting at 12% and
offer terms up to 5 years. All loans
require a significant down payment of
30% or more.
Qualifying for these loan options is
done through calculations of income
and debt rations, just as they are done

in the USA and Canada. Minimum
credit scores are 680. The Mexican
Peso loans will discriminate against the
elderly if they are above 69, and they
require physical exams, so you must
keep this in mind while choosing what
type of loan for which you will apply.
Josh Rappaport with
Cross Border Investment:
CBI has been offering mortgage
brokering services for purchasing
Mexican properties since 2011.
We have worked closely with our
lending sources over the years to
develop mortgages for non-Mexicans
purchasing property in Mexico. CBI
is the only broker to offer mortgages
through banks.
Borrowers document their income
and credit from their home country
(most often US and Canada, but other
countries are acceptable) and similar

underwriting processes that one
expects at home are utilized.
It is NOT necessary for borrowers
to have ties to Mexico – borrowers do
NOT need bank statements, credit or
residency status for Mexico.  ALL the
documentation requirements can be
satisfied from the US or Canada.
CBI has developed mortgage
products directly with the lenders,
including qualification requirements.
CBI can advise borrowers whether
they should be approved with great
accuracy and within 2 business days
of having received the income and
credit documentation.
As of the date of this publication,
the borrower needs to have 30% down
payment + closing costs in cash; US or
Canadian tax returns/ paystubs/ bank
statements and credit report to qualify;
and the property needs to be ready to be
deeded (mortgages are not applicable
for preconstruction).
CBI obtains loan approval and
can be the closing agent in their
transactions. A closing agent does the
notary work of originating the bank
trust, obtaining the tax appraisal, no
lien certificate, obtaining paid water
and HOA payments.
This article is based upon legal
opinions, current practices and my
personal experiences in the Puerto
Vallarta-Bahia de Banderas areas.
I recommend that each potential
buyer or seller conduct his own due
diligence and review.

Harriet Murray

Can be contacted at harriet@casasandvillas.com
www.casasandvillas.com
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Emergency
Phone Numbers
PUERTO VALLARTA & RIVIERA NAYARIT

Emergency Line: 911

Hospiten

226.2081

222.0923

178-8999 / Emergency: 911
178-8800 / Emergency: 222-1527

Ongoing Events & More...
Historical Naval Museum
(right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) $45. Pesos.
Voladores de Papantla perform @ 6 p.m.
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio
Tues. to Fri. - 9 & 11 a.m. + 1 & 3 p.m., Sat.: 9 & 11 a.m.
+ 1 p.m. - El Salado Estuary Mangroves Tours,
bilingual guides. Reserve at Cell: (322) 201-7361.
Mondays - 11 a.m. - Mahjongg - at Andale’s - 221-5730
Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:30 a.m. - Humanitarian Tour of
Corazón de Niña, including brunch. Reserve: 224-9209
Wednesdays - 8 p.m. - Practilonga! - at J&B Dancing
Club, Fco. I. Madero 178. Free!
Fridays - Shabbat Services & dinner.
Info & Reservations: Rabbi@chabadvallarta.com
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays - 9 a.m. to closing - PETCO
Cats & Dogs Adoption Center - next to La Comer

Thursdays - 6 to 19 p.m. - Marina Market in the Marina
Fridays - 9:30 am - 1:30 pm - Marsol Market - by the pier
Saturdays - 9 am - 2 pm - Olas Altas Farmers’ Market
at Lazaro Cardenas Park

Saturdays

In Guadalajara: 01 333 268-2100
Emergency: 01 555 080-2000
Email: conagencypuertov@state.gov

10:30 a.m.-12 noon - Writers’ Group - at the Boutique
Theatre, upstairs at Nacho Daddy’s
11 a.m.-2 p.m. - AngeliCat & Acopio Pet Adoptions at Plaza Caracol
5 p.m. - Bilingual Mass - at Our Lady of Guadalupe
12 noon to 1 p.m. - Center for Spiritual Living - at the
Cuale Cultural Center on Isla Cuale Rev.CorinaScherer
Sundays - 6 to 7 p.m. - Municipal Band,
7 to 8 p.m. - Danzon Music - Dancing in the main square
SPCA - To find your perfect companion animal rescued by the
SPCA, please contact spcapv@gmail.com

PLEASE leaf through this issue for the many events that
do not appear here ...and JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!
N.B.: All events are subject to change without notice.

For a comprehensive list of most -if not all- charity groups and
non-profit organizations in and around PV, you may want to check out:
ww.puertovallarta.net/fast_facts/non-profit.php
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Solution to crossword on page 31

Solution to Sudoku on page 31

Sunday English Church Services

AEROTRON
226-8440
AIR CANADA 01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA
01 800 252-7522
AMERICAN 01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL
See United
DELTA
01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER 01 800 432-1359
INTERJET
01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY 01 800 924-6184
UNITED
01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS 01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO 01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST 01 800 435 9792
WESTJET
01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS
01 551 102-8000

9 a.m. – English Services, also Bilingual Services on Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
– at Calvary Chapel (non-denominational) by Hotel Las Palmas
9:30 a.m. – English Worship Service – First Baptist Church,
next to Park Hidalgo
9:30 a.m. - Grace Vineyard Church Bilingual at Westin Resort & Spa
in the PV Marina, 9:30 - English, 10 - Español.
10 a.m. - Traditional Christian communion service – at the
Anglican Church Puerto Vallarta (formerly Christ Church by the sea)
10 a.m. – English Services w/communion, Anglican/Episcopal –
at Christ Church by the Sea – Plaza Genovesa
10 a.m. - Amazing Grace Christian Church - Non-Denominational at Ciao Restaurant, Paseo Cocoteros 35, Nuevo Vallarta.
10:30 a.m. — Non-denominational Contemporary Christian Worship
Paradise Church at Act II

Animal lovers! These are the
Facebook pages of some PV
non-profits that love them too.
animalistas de puerto vallarta
25,000+ friends
PV AnimalAc 1,800+ friends
PV’s Animal Shelter
pv mexico adopt foster and
flight angels 1,400+ members
assists PV’s Animal Shelter
Friends of Puerto Vallarta Animals
8,300+ followers
assists PV’s Animal Shelter
PuRR Project
1,300+ followers
www.purrproject.com
AngeliCat
8,700+ followers
Paraíso Felino
1,400+ followers
Match Dog Com Puerto Vallarta
2,500+ followers
MexPup
7,500+ followers
www.mexpup.com
Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic
1,800+ followers
Peace Animals
6,600+ followers
www.peaceanimals.org

27

As I wrote a short while ago,
“folding smartphones” are now
here. Samsung’s foldable phone is
finally official and called the Galaxy
Fold. It is now officially up for “preorder” as of this week and should be
available April 26th. This handset
measures an odd candy bar shape,
of 4.6-inches when folded, but when
opened up, becomes an impressive
7.3-inch tablet, with an “Infinity
Flex Display”.
The Fold’s hinge system keeps
things looking seamless when open,
but when closed has an odd 8-10
mm gap on the left side (where the
hinge is and screen folds). When
closed in phone mode, the Folds’
small screen size looks out of place
to be honest. This is however a true
multi-task switch between phone
and tablet mode and you can run up
to three apps at the same time on the
tablet screen. This futuristic phone
has a total of six cameras, a bigger
processor and 12GB of RAM for
fast multitasking.
Base storage size for the Galaxy
Fold is 512GB, the fingerprint
sensor is on the side frame for some
reason here and the Fold, will come
in 4 colors… Space Silver, Cosmos
Black, Martian Green (really!?!) and
Astro Blue. Price for the Galaxy
Fold will start at… (are you sitting
down?) $1980. USD. Wow… have
we really gone there?
As I mentioned before, from a
technical perspective, the folding
screen idea is something I can
admire. But from a practical (and a
wallet) standpoint, I don’t think this
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is something that most people need,
want, nor have the cash to spend
on something like this. I doubt I’m
alone in this.
I think this type of smartphone,
is just something the big boyz
have dreamed up, and now have
to convince us consumers, that we
need it. Good luck with that. I
personally, probably won’t see one
first hand for a awhile… but if you
happen to dive in and get one, let me
know your firsthand impressions of
this one.
Microsoft
announced
this
week, that they are finally putting
the last nail into its E-Book
ecosystem coffin, which let users
read purchased E-books via their
Microsoft Edge browser. While
Microsoft’s announcement doesn’t
really explain why it’s getting out
of the eBook business, it’s not very
hard to make some guesses. Once
again, Microsoft chased a trend
that it had no expertise in and tried
to make it fit into its devices. This
seems to be a trend with Microsoft
the past 10 years or so.
Microsoft had envisioned its
Surface devices as rivals of the

iPad (not even close!) Amongst
its many virtues, the iPad is a solid
little E-reader. It doesn’t have the
best battery life compared to a
dedicated E-reader like a Kindle,
but it’s certainly better than a laptop.
Microsoft’s devices just aren’t the
same thing. They might look like
tablets, but they’re loaded with
laptop components, an optimized
Windows operating system, and
ultimately, find their best use as
traditional computers.
It simply isn’t as pleasant an
experience as reading a book
on an iPad or Android tablet, so
Microsoft’s eBook store stopped
selling and renting books on April
2, 2019, and it’s expected to finalize
the shuttering of the service by July
2019. If you are one of the handful
of people who actually took part in
this, time to look elsewhere for your
reading material.
One buzz word you’ve probably
been hearing in the news and
advertising the past months is
cellular 5G data for smartphones.
This new leap in data speeds is
going to be a game changer, and
while many smartphone makers

are scrambling to be “first out of
the gate” being 5G compatible, one
main ingredient is still missing.
The lack of 5G networks is
nowhere near complete, to take
advantage of this smartphone
technology! It’s like having a new
sports car that can go 300 miles
per hour, but in order to get those
speeds, you need a special road to
hit those speeds. The roads just
haven’t been built yet.
So if you’re looking to buy a new
smartphone in the coming months,
don’t let a 5G claim be a deciding
factor when comparing one model
to the other. In the longer term,
5G will come more into play, but
even Verizon’s current claims in the
US, to have a 5G network coming
online this month, many experts are
skeptical and it is yet to prove to
be true 5G. Verizon is more likely
rolling out a “5Ge” capable network,
which is a baby brother to true 5G.
Most cellular networks will not be
coming online until 2020 with 5G...
at the earliest.
That’s all my time for now. If
you’d like to download this article
or previous ones, you can do so at
www.RonnieBravo.com and click
on “articles”. See you again next
week... until then, remember: only
safe Internet!

Ronnie Bravo
Can be found at CANMEX Computers.
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs, Data
Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware upgrades,
Graphic Design, House-calls available. Cellular 044322-157-0688 or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com

I’ve been in Puerto Vallarta
long enough now to recognize
fishing patterns come spring.
Water temperatures drop to the
coolest levels of the year. Fish
are spawning or breeding. The
thing here is this, you won’t
always have perfect days at this
time of the year. You can find
fish, that doesn’t mean they’re
interested in your bait. But then
again, they’re not always going to
ignore what you’re offering. So
it’s “Up and Down”. Last week
when I thought it couldn’t get any
worse, things changed, for one
day, drastically. So it went from
“nothing biting” to “Fish City”.
Now we’re at least getting a bite
from Jack Crevalle and Bonito,
but it’s still challenging at best.
The deep water locations of
Corbeteña and El Banco have
started to show a stronger “pulse”.
Not great at any measure for this
time of the year, but there is a
pulse this week with Sailfish
moving in hitting the abundant
Skip Jack Tuna in the area. Last
week this area was “bait-less”.
Cubera Snapper (50 lbs.) are
possible for those who like to
jig, but they have taken surface
trolled baits, so keep that in mind.
Striped Marlin have shown up
again at 250 lbs., Sailfish are
there also hitting Skippies. Jack
Crevalle and Bonito to 35 lbs.
are in the area as well. Yellowfin
Tuna are still around but using
the correct bait will do the trick,
which happens to be Squid. You
can get Squid from the bait boat
at Punta Mita, in case you didn’t
know. Yellowfin Tuna from 40
lbs. up to over a 100 lbs. with
a ton of work and just as much
luck. With Red Crabs and Squid
still around The Rock the area
has had better Yellowfin Tuna
numbers than normal for this

Stan Gabruk

time of the year. If they’ll take
baits that is. Jack Crevalle seem
to be more concentrated outside
of the bay these days, so keep that
in mind when going fishing.
El Moro, just south of the
Marieta Islands has shown more
signs of life. Last week was
pronounced dead on arrival and
the next day, things just exploded
out of nowhere. At El Moro,

(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

Sailfish and even Striped Marlin
moved in. That was only one
day, the next day was better, but
not the same fish. What was left
was Jack Crevalle to 35 lbs.,
Bonito to 35 lbs. that are taking
bait again. With the possibility
of Striped Marlin and Sailfish in
this area, it’s worth a shot.
Inside the bay, the same as last
week with some small variations.
Bonito are around Yelapa as are
Jack Crevalle, but this is one of
the few places you’ll find Jack
Crevalle in the bay. They’ve
moved out of the bay as the bait
seems to be in deeper water and
around the Punta Mita area. Four
hours in the bay will get you
some fish, but they most likely
won’t be Jack Crevalle.
There has also been a lot of
action around the Ameca River
just north of Puerto Vallarta
Airport. If considering fishing
in the bay then I’d suggest six
hours, but eight hours would be
better for now.
I think we’ve seen the water
temperatures bottom out as we hit

70 degrees at Corbeteña this week.
So we’re already moving into the
more of a spring pattern where
we’ll see water temps increase
and water current changes. The
bite has moved back to between
10 and 11, so don’t waste your
sleep time by getting excited and
getting out too early, you’re not
helping your cause. As far as
baits go, lures seem to be working
better on some days. It’s always a
good idea to run at least one lure
so start with an Iguana, Petrolero
or Guacamayos!
Monster Yellowfin Tuna Season
is coming. We’ve got a new yacht
that per person is cheaper than
the “bargain Cattle Car” Sardine
can boats like the Constitution,
Red Rooster, Polaris which come
down from California.
Our
boat is luxury and affordable if
compared to the “Sardine can”
prices that “can’t be beat”. We
invite you to compare what we
offer to what’s on the market,
you’ll see it’s a “No-Brainer”.
More info on my Facebook page
or send me an email for details.
Until next week, don´t forget to
kiss Your Fish!
Fishing Party - Our popular
daily Super Panga option: Eight
hours in a super Panga, half the
boat, each half a max of two
people, $275. USD. We still
run the best fishing deals in PV!
Taking reservations now. Also,
if you’re looking for tours,
consider us your supplier, book
a boat, tours and keep it simple.

Stan Gabruk
Web page: www.MasterBaiters.com.mx ,
Local Ph. at: (044) 322 779 7571 or our international
number is: 011 52 322 209-1128, 10 to 9 local time.

www.facebook.com/pages/Master-BaitersSportfishing-Tackle/88817121325
The trade name Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing
and Tackle is protected under trade mark law
and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.
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These are wonderful, palmate
palms that rather closely resemble the
Bismark Palm (Bismarckia noblis).
No few of my garden tour guests get
these two species confused. However
the Bismark has less costapalmate
leaves, a less flared trunk base and a
stouter, taller trunk. But, regarding
our subject palm, there are three
species of Latania in the genus - Red
Latan, Blue Latan and Yellow Latan.
All originated on one or another of the
three islands of Réunion, Mauritius
and Rodrigues, which constitute
the Mascarene Islands northeast of
southern Madagascar in the western
Indian Ocean. (And that’s your
geography lesson for the day!)
These strikingly beautiful – but
somewhat slow growing - palms,
once flourished in great proliferation
in these isles but, as a result of land
clearing and animal grazing, specimens
previously thriving in their natural state
are, increasingly, a rarity. The fronds,
trunks and inflorescences are common
between the three species with specific
identification done simply by perusal
of the petioles and – to a lesser degree –
the fronds themselves, as well as study
of the shape of the hastula. (That’s the
collar-like extension on each four to six
foot (1.22 – 1.83 meters) long petiole.)
Older Red Latans have greyishgreen leaves with red-streaked veins
as well as on the petiole. (Apply
this species-specific, coloration trait
to the Yellow and Blue Latans as
well.) In mature plants, the trunk is
grey. Sometimes short and concise
is best. Accordingly, I quote from
Darla Wotherspoon’s writings in
her “Your Ultimate Palm Tree
Handbook” - where, by the way,
her picture of a Red Latan was also
of a very young one! She states,
“(Their) leaves are segmented half
of the way toward the center of the
leaf – (costapalmate). They are quite
stiff so (they) usually appear to stand
straight up without hanging tips.”
These fan shaped fronds may grow
to be five to seven feet (1.52 – 2.13
meters) wide. They consist of around
thirty unsplit segments with finelytoothed margins. These beauties can
grow up to thirty feet (9.14 meters)
in height with twelve to twenty-four
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Tommy Clarkson

Latania lontaroides Family: Arecaceae
Also known as: Latanier
(I feel – in the smallest of childish, self-satisfied ways – a bit vindicated
from my sometimes emergent feelings of botanical inadequacy! You see,
my specimen of Latania lontaroides is but a small – though beautiful
and healthy - youngster palm. But when I commenced to check through
my palm tomes (lo and behold), the very first two of my primary “go to”
books – “An Encyclopedia of Cultivated Palms”, by Robert Lee Riffle
and Paul Craft, and “Palms Throughout the World” by David L. Jones,
pictured palms of virtually the same age and size as mine. I wanted,
so badly, to say “nana nana boo boo” to someone!)
We’ve this teen-aged, beautiful hybrid
as a result of a late evening, lingering
and loving liaison between a Red and
Yellow Latan … OK, perhaps a bit of
poetic license employed there!

Still young – but quite attractive!
magnificent fronds. In “A Guide to Palms
& Cycads of the World,” Lynette Stewart
discussed the palm “boy/girl/babies thing”
thusly: “Male inflorescences have a thick
peduncle (inflorescence primary stem) and
up to fourteen spike-like flowering branches,
each the thickness of a finger. Female
inflorescences have fewer, but thicker,
spike-like branches and fewer flowers than
the male. Fruits are large, oblong to egg-

Notice the slightly armed margins of the
petioles on this youthful Red Latan.

shaped, smooth skinned and usually
have three seeds, though sometimes
they have only one or two.”
While the red foliar highlights of the
Red Latan will fade, in maturity it can
be distinguished from the Blue Latan
by the pointed and upraised hastulas
on the upper leaf surfaces. It’ll also
have less waxy scurf on the underside
of the fronds and wider leaf scars on
the trunk. (And now we’ve completed
our biology and ecology classwork.)
Latania lontaroides come, solely,
from Réunion Island. They – like
their other colored kin are hardy and
adaptable palms. They need a bright,
sunny location with – yep, you’ve
often heard this from me before,
when I “talk dirty” – well-draining
soil. But remember, male and female
palms (dioecious) are necessary for
seed fertilization. As noted in the
accompanying picture, hybridization
between the three species is frequent.
Fresh seeds will germinate within six
to ten weeks.
They have a moderate salt tolerance
and can handle drought rather well
(but, prefer regular waterings).
They are appreciative of a general
purpose fertilizer if one seeks a fully
attractive and healthy palm . . . and
who wouldn’t? As to Nature’s bad
things: Keep a sharp look out for
Palmetto Weevils and don’t overlook
their slight susceptibility to Lethal
Yellowing.
Let’s close with Riffle and Crafts
observation that “These palms are
spectacular … and are amenable to
almost any landscape situation.”
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_
Review-g150791-d5984161-Reviews-Ola_Brisa_
Gardens-Manzanillo_Pacific_Coast.html

Tommy Clarkson
In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens, Tommy and
Patty’s verdant, multi-terraced tropical paradise
nestled on a hill overlooking the magnificent vista of
Santiago Bay. Leisurely meander its curved, paved
path, experiencing, first hand, a delicious array of
palms, plants and flowers from all over the world.
Or e-mail questions to him at olabrisa@gmail.com
For back issues of “Roots”, gardening tips, tropical
plant book or to schedule a tropical garden lunch,
please visit www.olabrisagardens.com

https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl
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Solution on Page 30

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row,
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box).
Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.
It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.
Solution on Page 30
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7

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

3

17

19

(See location number on Central Map)

