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NOTE:

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never 
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at 
the maps on this page, you will note that PV  (as the locals call it) is on 
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - 
one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of 
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the 
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre 
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in 
the Pacific.  Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but 
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.  
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the 
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

You are here, finally! 
We wish you a warm

yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from your 
account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money at 
your hotel.  Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.

WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything 
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a 
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed 
version of all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned 
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa, 
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that 
the original “small town” flavor is maintained downtown, in 
the Old Town and on the South Side.

DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican vacation 
must inevitably lead to an encounter with Moctezuma’s 
revenge is just that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto 
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for 
human consumption. It is one of only two cities in Mexico that 
can boast of such accomplishment. True, the quality of the 
water tested at the purification plant varies greatly from what 
comes out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On 
the other hand, most large hotels have their own purification 
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you 
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled 
water just about anywhere.

EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often 
fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta. 
Many would like to bring it back with them, but believe that the 
laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to 
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for 
more info: 293-3690.

LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take 
one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. Before 
boarding, make sure you have a map and take note of the 
places you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten path. 
Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes you. And 
don’t worry - this is a safe place.

that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates 
per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by 
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown, 
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so 
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free 
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the 
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget 
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help 
you check it out or lodge a complaint.

Uber has also been available in PV for the past year or so.  
Download their app in your smartphone.

TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time, 
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the 
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La Cruz 
de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc.  North 
of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on 
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.

TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long 
distance calls from your hotel room. Some establishments 
charge as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!

CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from the U.S. and 
Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and 
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322, 
then the seven digit number of the person you’re calling. Omit 
the prefix if dialling a land line.

LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 10%-15% of the bill 
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids, 
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices 
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In 
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the 
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave, 
ask «La cuenta, por favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.

MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate 
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio), 
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners.  Better 

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION:  350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny 

days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and the 
rainy season extends from late June to early October.

FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety 
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer, 
raccoon, etc.

SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine 
National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where 
diving is allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of 
any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit of 
the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter. 
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected species, arrive to 
its shores to lay their eggs.

ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism, 
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture, 
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon, 
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.

CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in 
Mexico although Canadian and American dollars are widely 
accepted.

BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes. 
Current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and passengers 
must purchase a new ticket every time they board another 
bus. There are no “transfers”.

TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the 
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with 
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want 
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you 
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver 
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions 
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you 
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds 
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port 

Welcome

Joe Harrington / Krystal Frost
Ronnie Bravo / Harriet Murray
Tommy Clarkson / Stan Gabruk
Gil Gevins / Gregg Sutton / Derek Carkner
Alex Bourgeau / John Warren
Jacqui Karr / Paco Ojeda
Marie-Carole Daigle / Arlene Pervin
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avineberg@yahoo.com

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

To Ken Sebryk @ the Boutique Theatre,

Dear Editor:

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

Continues on next page...

I love PV.  It is our home away from home.  We 
have been coming here for 25 years.  I came back 
yesterday for the third time this winter.

What is the matter with the Mexican airport?  They 
cannot get their act together?  There had to be 1000 
people in line after they got their luggage waiting to 
go through.  There was one, I repeat one person at 
the lane where you push the button to go through to 
see if it’s red or green.  It took hours to get out and 
I know it takes hours to get back in the office to the 
airport to leave.  That makes for a very unpleasant 
stay.  Maybe Florida is better next time.  I will miss 
all my Mexican friends.

Sharon

The orange buses do not go to the Botanical 
Gardens [She Said... www.pvmcitypaper.com/
download/535.pdf]  They stop at Boca. The bus to El 
Tuito that you catch at Carranza and Aguacate goes 
there.  A simple map search would have shown this.  
The orange buses stop at Boca.

Dan Freeman

You are right, Dan, as always. Thank you for 
catching this. We hope the mistake did not cause 
problems for those readers who read it.

The Ed.

My wife and I had the pleasure of attending the 
show with John Anderson at The Boutique theatre.  
It was a great show and we really enjoyed hearing 
these good memory songs; we felt the passion and 
emotion in John’s performance.  What makes this so 
special is our story getting to the show and how you 
contributed positively to it:

My wife and I are on vacation for 1 week and, while 
strolling around in PV’s pier area in the afternoon, I 
had the misfortune of losing my cell phone.  This was 
devastating as it will create many difficulties for me.  
In addition, it carried the emails with confirmation 
of all the activities we booked online and paid for, 
including tickets to that dinner show.

We proceeded to show up at the theatre hoping 
that you would have a record of our online purchase.  
The record of the purchase could not be located by 
the person at the entrance but after a quick chat, 

he gave us a receipt for 2 persons and told us to go 
upstairs.  He said “the fact that I don’t have it does 
not mean you did not pay for it.”  We were in awe; 
my wife was in tears in front of such kindness.  Even 
though it was 6 p.m. we were able to have dinner and 
the show was great.

We were touched by John and by the kindness of 
that person at the entrance.  It completely brought us 
back to a good place ! 

I though you should know that you saved an honest 
couple’s vacation (as we still have 6 days to go ... the 
phone is not that important anymore !)

When back in PV we will come back to see you!
Thank you ... god bless you!

Michel Martinet

I must share with you a recent incident at one 
of Puerto Vallarta’s best restaurants in Old Town. 
Apparently there was a table of about 20 people who 
upon being waited on asked to have separate checks.  
When it came time to pay their checks -which totaled 
about $5000 MX pesos- the combined tip for the 
entire table was $25 MX pesos.  Really!!!!! 

I know for a fact this restaurant has great food and 
great service.  These people make their living on tips 
and we should all consider how fortunate we are to 
even been here. 

Think about it the next time you’re in a restaurant.
Thank you

Danno

Re: Uber versus Taxi - My question is why can’t the 
taxi union develop an app for their taxis?  In my humble 
opinion it simply comes down to a convenience of 
service.  Could it be that simple...?  Just asking.

A dedicated taxi user 
Linda Blanchette

I like tacos, all types, and enjoy them a couple times 
a week.  The sidewalk beside Guadalajara Pharmacy 
is thick with grease and God-only-knows what else.  
Since the businesses along the sidewalk and the diners 
that support them don’t seem to mind, I think the city’s 
Health Department should intervene and either steam 
clean or pressure wash the sidewalk with grease cutter 
soap or disinfectant to change this health hazard.

I know, “if you don’t like it, don’t eat there”, which 
I have started to do by looking for another “Taco 
Stand” just as convenient to the downtown. 

Sincerely,

Richard Clinton
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Continues from last page...

Dear Editor,

I visited PV in Nov. 2018 and was there for 2 wks, staying at Hotel 
Tropicana.  I had a most enjoyable vacation and brought home with me 3 
Issues of your weekly newspaper which I have now had the time to read.

My first visit to PV was in 1979 and since that date I have been back 
approx. 10 times.  My first 9 visits were with my husband who passed 
away in 2013 and since that time I have not travelled until last November 
when I had the opportunity to travel with my brother and his wife.

So many changes have taken place since my visits with my husband but, 
as mentioned in your paper, the Romantic Zone is still trying to maintain 
its originality, with the exception of the many tall / large condo buildings 
creeping up.  The extension of the Malecon is a fantastic idea and very 
beautiful.

One negative comment I do have is regarding the walkway and shops 
that are beneath the Malecon and run from the ocean to the mountains 
[on the Isla Cuale].  The first half of the walk starting oceanside with its 
shops and greenery / flora is beautiful, however the side by the mountains 
is sadly a disgrace, appearing neglected and dirty with cats and garbage 
all over, and if this continues it will only get worse and possibly spread to 
the oceanside.

Fortunately, that is my only negative comment about PV and I still 
love it very much and hopefully I will be able to continue to visit, health 
permitting.

Thank you for allowing me to express my personal thoughts to you.

Gloria Petrow
Winnipeg, Canada

We have been coming to PV since 1982.  It is wonderful now to have 
so many more taxis than in the past.  Great, for several reasons, that there 
is an Uber option available here. 

With Uber you do not have to worry about having the exact change to 
pay the driver and with the GPS system you get to the exact location!  
Also we have never had the problems encountered the past month with 
Uber that we have had with the taxis here.

Some examples: you know the exact fare with Uber!  Two weeks ago 
on the Malecon a taxi driver agreed to drive me to my destination for 
70 pesos.  After I am in the cab, I get sob story that it is too low and he 
demands 100 pesos from me.  Then he starts asking me very personal 
questions about my age, my husband and tries to proposition me!  Scary 
ride to say the least.

But it gets far worse... a close friend of mine, a young American who 
lives here full time, had 2 horrible situations in the same week with 2 
different cab drivers.  She was in the cab with her two young children 
ages 4 and 5 and realized the driver was going in the wrong direction.  
When she questioned him he went crazy and grabbed her phone which 
he tossed out the window onto the side of road and threw her and her 2 
young children on the side of the road.  The children were traumatized! 

A few days later, another frightening situation happened.  She was 
taking a taxi to Nuevo Vallarta and the driver told her the fare was 250 
pesos.  After she was in the car, he locked her in and demanded 500 
pesos.  She only had 400 and called her husband who talked to the driver!  
Luckily, she got to her friend’s house and was rescued!   

Not acceptable behavior!!  Things are out of control and the taxi union 
needs to protect its passengers! 

Feel free to contact me for verification that these are true statements!  
Now I have told everyone to get number of cab and name of the driver 
before you enter the cab! 

Sharon Steuer

Dear Ms. Steuer,
That is a horrible story.  I’m glad your friend and her children are ok.
We have been recommending that to our readers in every issue: Get the 

number of the taxi before getting in!
Perhaps your friend should switch to Ubers from now on…
The Ed.

Dear Editor,
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Alex Daoud of Alexander A Salon has been 
donating his time and talent in Puerto Vallarta 
and the surrounding bay since 2011 because 
he believes he has “two missions in Life”.  
The first is to use his talents to help make the 
world a better place for the less fortunate.

In support of this mission, some of his many 
accomplishments include providing over 500 
free haircuts to families in Madre Selva, an 
extremely impoverished community near 
the Puerto Vallarta garbage dump, and at 
Casa Hogar orphanage and Women inside prison.

Alex is especially passionate about causes 
that help children and women.

Over a period of 7 years, Alex has donated 
over $300,000 pesos to charities including 
CompassioNet Impact, Casa Hogar, Corazón 
de Ninas, Kids with Cancer and Pasitos de Luz. 
His second mission is to make his clients look 
beautiful and feel special inside and outside!

Originally from Jordan, Alex is a Creative 
Artist who has studied the “art and design” 
of hair styling and color in Germany, Italy, 
Canada, Mexico, Jordan, and with CHI 
Co., in the United States.  He is a renowned 
international stylist with over 22 years’ 
experience.  Also he is licensed from Houston, 
Texas, USA, including 8 years on the Chi 
Design Team and Expert Blonde Colorist with 
GoldWell Co .

Barb Bremer & April Simon

He has invested in the hair and beauty industry 
- internationally, with a specialty in blondes.  
He is a master colourist, colour correction 
specialist, make-up artist, wedding specialist 
and he is the only person in Vallarta (and 
beyond) that does eyebrow threading.  

Alex only uses the highest quality hair 
products and yet maintains his prices for 
haircuts at $350 pesos for women, $200 
pesos for men and $300 pesos for eyebrow 
threading.  He throws in a free upper lip 
treatment to anyone who buys an eyebrow 
shaping and threading service.

Alex often combines “his missions” and 
donates the money from his styling services, to 
his charitable causes.

In addition, for the Fifth consecutive year, 
Alex will once again be cutting hair and doing 
eyebrow threading at the 8th annual Riverfest to 
be held Saturday March 2nd at El Rio BBQ 
Bar.  At that event, Alex donates 100% of his 
proceeds to Pasitos de Luz, the designated 
charity for Riverfest.

You can show your support for Alex and 
his charities by coming out to Riverfest and 
getting your hair cut in support of the children 
of Pasitosde Luz who suffer from extremely 
acute physical and/or psychological illnesses. 

Alex just celebrated his Salon’s 7th anniversary 
and the opening of his new BEAUTY SPA full 
service salon at Plaza Marina Local F2.  His 
new location, just outside of Commercial 
Mexicana is on three floors where he offers a full 
range of hair services plus manicures, pedicures, 
waxing, pedicure medical, Permanent Eyelashes 
one-by-one and Massage! 

If you are lucky enough to live or vacation in 
or around Banderas Bay, you can create a win-
win for yourself and for charity by booking an 
appointment with Alex Cell 3221698111.  Go 
to his Facebook page AlexDaoud to see his 
Amazing “Before & After” pictures and you 
will see he is the man with the Midas touch! 

And please join Alex and get your hair cut 
at Riverfest Saturday March 2nd.
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Join us on Wednesday, March 6th for CHARITY BINGO!  
All proceeds support the children of Pasitos De Luz (non-profit 

organization that provides care and rehabilitation for disabled 
children from low-income families in Puerto Vallarta) and Colina 
Spay & Neuter Clinic (free spay and neuter services for cats and 
dogs to those who are unable to pay).

Our bingo games are played on paper cards and we supply ink 
daubers!  Buy our VIP bingo package for $300 which includes not 
only the games, but 5 tickets for our amazing RAFFLE and 50/50 
BLACKOUT GAME!  Each game allows you three chances to 
win!  The winner of each game receives a bingo bag full of great 
certificates generously donated by local restaurants and businesses!  
The final 50/50 blackout game pays the winner cash with the winner 
taking home half the pot in pesos!  

Last 50/50 winners won $2250 pesos each!  Congratulations!

Extra Card to play!

Bring, to bingo, 4 pieces new or gently used clothing and you will 
receive ONE FREE bingo card for each of the seven regular games. 

Bingo is played upstairs at Nacho Daddy’s (287 Basilio Badillo).  
The room is large, air-conditioned and smoke free.  Children are 
welcome!  Come play bingo, have fun, support these amazing 
charities and enjoy the great atmosphere, food and beverage specials!

Please give a shout out to and support our amazing sponsors: 
ACT II, Alexander A Salon,  Artepil Spa, Bagel World, Barcelona 
Tapas, Cassandra Shaw Jewelry, Cheeky Monkey, Deja New 
Consignment, Diamonds International, Eclecticos, Incanto, La 
Tetera De Luca Café, Langostinos, Lucy’s Cuca Cabaña, Manny’s 
Bar and Grill, Nacho Daddy, The Palm, Pinocchio, Qulture, Salon 
Malecon and more!

Bingo is played every other Wednesday, until April at the same 
time and location.  Don’t miss out!    Future 2019 BINGO games to 
mark on your calendar: March 20 & April 3, 2019.  

If you are interested in donating a product or service, we would 
be happy to help promote your business. Please contact Verity Leslie 
at verbull@hotmail.com for details.

Pasitos De Luz and Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic

Next Game: Wednesday, March 6th

Cards go on sale 3 p.m., Games start at 4 p.m.
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Within PV

So don’t forget to put it on your calendar: 
Friday, March 8th from 6 to 10 p.m.

Gregg SuttonGregg Sutton

Get out your party hats, put on your dancing shoes and mark 
the date on your calendar: Friday, March 8th, for the first South 
Side Shuffles of the month. 

The Shuffle, now in its ninth season, is put on every second 
Friday by a large group of businesses centered on the 200 and 
300 blocks of Basilio Badillo, in the heart of the Romantic 
Zone.  The party goes from six to ten pm, and is an event that 
both locals and visitors look forward to with great anticipation.

The participating businesses (art galleries, shops, restaurants, 
clubs and theaters) all serve complimentary beverages.  Whether 
you want to meet our local artists, or do some serious shopping, 
or listen to some great music, or just walk around Vallarta’s 
favorite neighborhood soaking up the festive atmosphere, the 
Shuffle is a wonderful way to spend your Friday night.  

The majority of the participating businesses are located on the 
200 and 300 blocks of Basilio Badillo.  But there are also some 
great places to stop on nearby Constitution Street.  In fact, the 
organizers have made sure that this experience is a “compact” 
one.  All the participants are located in a short two block stretch, 
so no matter how “happy” you get with all your complimentary 
drinks, you can still visit every location with ease.

The Shuffle has so much to offer.  One of the main attractions 
is shopping.  By chance, many of Vallarta’s finest shops and 
galleries are located on the principle block of the party.  Fine 
art, jewelry and Mexican crafts of the very best quality can 
be found in abundance, not to mention some great food and 
fabulous entertainment.

All the businesses on this magical stretch of Basilio Badillo 
and Constitución streets have something special to offer.  For 
the opportunity to ogle, mingle, tipple and even purchase 
some really wonderful art, it is an event not to be missed.  The 
Southside Shuffle really is a must.  You’ll have a ton of fun.  



8

(S
ee

 lo
ca

tio
n 

nu
m

be
r o

n 
Ce

nt
ra

l M
ap

)

14

Liz and Yannick Vanhove, “Los Belgas” (“The Belgians”) arrive in 
Puerto Vallarta this week, highlighting an outstanding tango season with 
workshops on March 9th and 10th.  They won the European championship 
in Tango Salon in 2012 and became vice-champions in Stage Tango before 
achieving finalist status in both the World Championship and Buenos Aires 
Metropolitan Championship in Salon (social) Tango.

The couple began dancing together as teen-agers and soon thereafter 
discovered Argentine tango.  Tall, elegant and graceful, their dance emphasizes 
natural movement, simplicity, musicality and humor. Students call them “classy, 
friendly, funny and professional”, among the “best teachers in the world”.

During four years living in Buenos Aires, Liz and Yannick taught at 
prestigious schools such as the Escuela Argentina de Tango and Estudio 
Mario Morales, participated in theatrical productions … and (most 
impressively to tango insiders) performed at the most famous milongas 
in that city, including Sunderland, Canning, La Baldosa, Confiteria Ideal, 
and El Beso.  Since then they have performed and taught around the world, 
from China to the U.S., Europe, Argentina and Mexico.  They will join an 
impressive staff of master instructors at the San Miguel Tango Festival in 
San Miguel de Allende in mid-March.

The public is invited to a welcoming event for Liz and Yannick on Friday, 
March 8, from 8 to 10 p.m., followed by workshops on Saturday and Sunday, 
the 9th and 10th and a Milonga (tango dance party) Saturday night from 9 to 
midnight, all at Casa Lo de Barbarita, 363 Pipila downtown.

For map (needed!), directions and all details, please contact Barbara 
Garvey at alybarbara@yahoo.com or phone 222-8895.
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Anne Frank died when she was sixteen.  Two 
years earlier, while she was hiding from the 
Nazis and keeping her diary, she wrote “I don’t 
think of all the misery but of all the beauty that 
still remains”.  That’s the way many children and 
young adults who have cancer live: they focus on 
the beauty of what remains in their lives, not the 
misery of the moment.

Rotary Club Sur in Puerto Vallarta has a program, 
“Aid to Families with Children with Cancer”.  It 
helps the children and their families get through 
the tough times they face when they have cancer, 
by raising money to buy food, clothes, shoes and 
to help with the costs of education.

In one family helped by Rotary, both parents 
are blind and each of their two boys have lost an 
eye to cancer.  That sucks!  The four of them live 
in a one-room home but members of Rotary are 
looking for a larger home to move them to.

Mia is five and very cute!  She has lost one of her 
kidneys and part of the remaining one to cancer but 

John Warren
she lives life to its fullest.  A couple of weeks ago a 
member of Rotary and some volunteers organized 
a “Spa Day” at the Peninsula.  Mia and other kids 
with cancer had a beautiful day experiencing 
meditation, yoga, art projects and just enjoying a 
part of life that we take for granted but that many 
of them never see.  To share part of their day and to 
see how much fun they were having was beautiful 
for us too.  The employees of Peninsula have, very 
kindly, asked them back to swim in the pool and to 
watch a movie in the theatre.  The kids can’t wait!

One of the other survivors there was Luis, who 
is seventeen.  He has a shunt in his brain to reduce 
the fluid build-up caused by a tumour.  He goes 
to school two hours a day, three times a week and 
works at home on his schoolwork too.  He has 
trouble with his balance and that limits his ability 
to get on and off buses.  His father has left the 
family and his mom’s income is minimal.  Luis 
cried when he heard that a complete stranger had 
agreed to fund his school fees until he finishes his 
education.  

He plans to go to university and become a graphic 
artist.  He now sees the beauty in the future!

The International Friendship Club (IFC) had 
been supporting CANICA, another program for 
kids with cancer, but has decided to transfer its 
support to those children who are helped through 
the Rotary Club’s program. 

You don’t have to be a Rotarian or a member of 
the IFC to help these children and their families.  
You just need to know that they will appreciate any 
help you can give them, whether it some fresh fruit 
or vegetables or a more beautiful future.  For more 
information or to provide help, call 322 274-7525.  
The website for Rotary is http://rotarypvrsur.
com/  and for the IFC is www.ifcvallarta.com
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Of the 594 reviews to date on Trip Advisor 
for the IFC Home Tours, 565 rated them 
excellent and 25 very good.  4 reviewers 
were just having a bad day.

Bill G. from Oregon wrote a review 
last week: “This is one of the best things 
you can do in PV.  Mike, our guide, is 
informative, knowledgeable, witty and 
made the tour even better.  The homes are 
incredible and you will see a side to PV that 
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is so different.  You will also learn unique 
information about PV and other activities.  
To say the homes are beautiful and special 
is an understatement, you will visit homes 
that are one of kind.

Our Home Tours visit 3 or 4 unique 
homes each Tuesday and Wednesday, with 
tour funds supporting the International 
Friendship Club’s (IFC) Cleft Palate Surgery 
Program and other charitable programs. 
Departure location: Sea Monkey restaurant, 
on the beach at Aquiles Serdan just south 
of Molino de Agua Condominiums in the 
Romantic Zone on the south side of town.  
Tour cost: $700 pesos.

Tickets are available through www.
toursforvallarta.com, at the IFC office 
between 9:30 and 1:30 Mon. to Fri., 
downtown, above HSBC bank at Insurgentes 
and Libertad.  Also available on tour days at 
Sea Monkey between 9 and 10:15 a.m. 

Don’t bring your dancing shoes; something 
more substantial.  You’ll be walking up and 
down stairs and along cobbled streets, so 
good shoes, lungs and walking ability are 
what you need.  Have fun!
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PAWS will host Loteria 
games at the Palm on March 
4th & 18th.

The Palm Cabaret & Bar 
is located at 508 Olas Altas 
on the South Side.  

Proceeds from the events 
will go to support spay and 
neuter clinics, as well to 
conduct puppet shows that 
educate young children on 
how to care for their pets.  

The previous games have 
been a lot of fun and were a 
great success.

Artists from across the Banderas Bay region are coming together to 
support Puerto Vallarta’s Corazón de Niña children’s home in an “Artists 
for Orphans” fundraiser Saturday, March 9th , from 1 to 4 p.m.  The event 
will be held at the River Café restaurant on Isla Cuale, beneath the Ignacio 
Vallarta Bridge, in Puerto Vallarta.

Their art — more than 60 paintings, watercolors, ceramics, sculpture, 
mixed media, and more — will be available for sale, with all of the proceeds 
supporting the home’s nearly 80 children, from toddlers to high-schoolers.  
The children and young adults will create their own interpretations of the 
artists’ creations.

Corazón de Niña children’s home opened in 2012 to offer a stable, 
nurturing environment for children from broken homes, dysfunctional 
families, and other unfortunate circumstances. 

Rather than housing the children in an institutional setting, Corazón de 

Corazón de Niña Benefit Fundraiser
Saturday, March 9th

Niña provides a real home with house parents and separate residences for 
boys and girls.  Counseling, education and long-term support are provided 
to help the children grow into successful adults able to support themselves 
and make their own contributions to the community.

“We so appreciate the efforts by the artists to support us in giving our 
children opportunities to grow up in ways they most likely would not have,” 
says Melissa Canez, the home’s Director and co-founder.  “In turn, we invite 
everyone in the greater Puerto Vallarta area to come and support the artists 
at this wonderful event, while also supporting the children in our home.”

The Artists for Orphans fundraiser will feature live music and 
entertainment.  The River Café will serve tapas and provide a no-host 
full bar.  Tickets are 500 pesos and available by emailing Cecil Kerfont at 
kerfontc@yahoo.ca or at these establishments:  Cassandra Shaw Jewelry, 
276 Basilio Badillo and Lucy’s Cucu Cabaña at 295 Basilio Badillo, as well 
as International Galleries, Marina Las Palmas 1, Local 8 on the Malecon 
in Marina Vallarta

Anyone unable to attend but still interested in contributing or volunteering 
can do so by contacting the Corazón de Niña children’s home via Cecil 
Kerfont (kerfontec@yahoo.ca) or calling 224-9209.  Tours of the home 
are held weekly. 
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Are you ready to enjoy the hottest live show in town?  This 
week, join local favorites Los Bambinos for dinner and fabulous 
entertainment starting at 6 p.m. at Bambinos Trattoria in the 
Romantic Zone.  A local Puerto Vallarta sensation since 2004, Los 
Bambinos are a 4-brother ensemble who inherited their love of 
music from their musician father.  

Originally from Morelos south of Mexico City, the Morales 
Brothers have been delighting the Puerto Vallarta community for 
over 15 years.  Los Bambinos cover a variety of classic favorite 
tunes that that will have you jumping out of your seat to dance 
and sing along.  Covering hit songs in both English and Spanish, 
everyone can join in on the lighthearted fun.  

In addition to the incredible live music that starts at 8 p.m., 
Bambinos Trattoria offers a full-bodied menu of delicious Italian 
inspired fare that is sure to impress.  Open for lunch and dinner 
from 4 to 10 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  Come in and enjoy 
a nice bottle of wine as you savor one of their tantalizing pastas, 
pizzas or hearty main entrées.  

Soak up the exciting atmosphere and make sure to try the chef’s 
special seafood pizza for a fresh take on an old favorite.  A cozy 
and energetic ambiance in the heart of the south side, Bambinos 
Trattoria is the perfect spot to enjoy an evening of great music with 
Los Bambinos and delicious cuisine at the same time.

LOS BAMBINOS WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS:
 
Monday and Tuesday Night 8 p.m. | Help! The Beatles 
Enjoy an exciting and upbeat show with the brother’s unique spin on 

the International rock sensations that changed the musical landscape 
across the world. 

 
Wednesday Night 8 p.m. | Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons 
This dynamic show beautifully demonstrates the brother’s unique 

and powerful voices as they pay homage to a musical icon.   
 
Thursday Night 8 p.m. | Legends of Rock and Roll  
Come enjoy the Old Town ambiance as you dine, drink, dance to 

lively tunes that will transport you to another era as Los Bambinos 
highlight epic legends of rock and roll. 

 
Friday at 8 p.m. and this Saturday Night at 7:30 p.m.| Latin Party
In the mood to embrace one of the best parts of Mexico?  Settle in 

for an explosive evening of Latin hits that will take you on an thrilling 
journey of melodies from romantic melodies to Spanish rock to sexy 
salsas.  Feel your senses come alive with Los Bambinos vibrant music 
and inspiring four-part harmonies. 

 
Make sure to make your reservation TODAY and come see Los 

Bambinos at Bambinos Trattoria.  The brother’s charm, contagious 
smiles and incredible harmonies will leave a lasting impression on first 
time guests and long time fans alike.  See you at Bambinos’ Trattoria!

 
Bambinos Trattoria is a great place to enjoy fresh Italian Food, 

prepared by a team of talented Chefs. Open Monday to Saturday with a 
complete menu, Bambinos Trattoria is located at 314 Aguacate, corner 
of Carranza street on the south side of Puerto Vallarta (just before Mundo 
de Azulejos on Carranza).  Bring your friends and family and reserve 
your table early for the best seat in the house.  Seating for each show 
begins at 6:30.  Visa and Mastercard accepted. Information and tickets 
at www.losbambinosmusic.com or call for a reservation 222-4357, 
English spoken.  Don’t miss this must-see show!
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Marie- Carole Daigle
Mcdaigle@mcdcom.com

L’histoire commence il y a une 
trentaine d’années, lorsqu’un expatrié 
installé à Puerto Vallarta s’est mis 
à causer avec un ouvrier faisant 
des travaux de rénovation dans son 
condo.  Au fil des jours, le propriétaire 
apprend que l’ouvrier a un enfant 
né avec une fente labio-palatine (ce 
que l’on appelait autrefois un «bec-
de-lièvre») - non soignée pour des 
raisons financières.  Affligé de savoir 
qu’un enfant pourrait souffrir toute 
sa vie d’une telle malformation alors 
que la chirurgie représente somme 
toute une solution simple et efficace, 
l’homme décide, aidé de quelques 
amis, d’amasser les fonds nécessaires 
pour traiter le garçon.  «Mission 
accomplie!» aurait-il pu se dire.

Mais il se trouve que, dans la 
communauté d’origine de l’ouvrier, 
beaucoup d’enfants sont touchés par 
cette anomalie.  Conséquence: de plus 
en plus de familles sont ensuite venues 
solliciter l’aide du bon samaritain.  
Celui-ci a donc décidé de retrousser 
ses manches et de chercher des façons 
d’amasser régulièrement des fonds afin 
d’aider systématiquement ces enfants 
dans le besoin.  C’est ainsi que sont 
nées les visites de maisons offertes par 
le Club Internacional de la Amistad 
(Club international de l’amitié), aussi 
connu sous le nom d’International 
Friendship Club (IFC) en anglais.

Conséquence: des cliniques gratuites 
de chirurgie du palais se déroulent 
désormais trois ou quatre fois par 
année, à Puerto Vallarta.  Le tout 
nécessite trois jours.  Tout d’abord, deux 
médecins et une infirmière viennent de 
Guadalajara et évaluent les enfants.  Ces 
professionnels offrent bénévolement 
leur temps: seul leur transport est 
remboursé.  Le lendemain, on effectue 
les chirurgies, et la dernière journée est 
consacrée au suivi.  En tout, de 12 à 15 
patients sont ainsi soignés chaque fois.  
L’hôpital CMQ fournit gratuitement les 
locaux, et l’IFC paie les médicaments. 
Des citoyens, des causes et des fonds

Actuellement présidé par Henry 
Golas, l’IFC est composé à parts quasi 
égales de Canadiens et d’Américains 
qui séjournent de façon prolongée à 
Puerto Vallarta. 

Originaire de Toronto, Henry Golas 
a lui-même été fortement engagé dans 

(514) 241-1488

Réunissez quelque part un bon esprit d’observation, le désir 
d’aider son prochain et un carnet d’adresses plutôt bien 
garni.  Vous obtiendrez les ingrédients qui ont enclenché un 
programme ayant permis de faire une chirurgie du palais à près 
de 1000 enfants de la région depuis une trentaine d’années.  Et 
le plus beau de cette histoire, c’est que vous pouvez contribuer 
à cette bonne cause tout en visitant de magnifiques propriétés!

divers projets régionaux de l’Église 
unie du Canada et ailleurs avant 
de prendre sa retraite, au Canada.  
Lorsqu’il a enfin réalisé en 2013 son 
rêve de s’installer au Mexique une 
fois arrivé à cette étape de sa vie, 
il avait à peine vécu deux mois de 
farniente «post vie active» lorsqu’on 
lui a demandé de donner un coup de 
pouce à l’IFC.  L’homme qui ne sait 
pas dire non s’est rapidement retrouvé 
secrétaire de l’organisme.  «Peut-être 
qu’il n’y avait personne d’autre prêt à 
prendre la place,» lance-t-il à la blague.  
«Quoi qu’il en soit, je me suis un jour 
retrouvé président!  Je m’occupe 
également du comité pédagogique de 
l’organisme, auquel siège en outre la 
Québécoise Hélène Garneau.  Nous 
aidons certaines écoles à se procurer 
les livres, pupitres et chaises qui, 
autrement, pourraient leur manquer.» 

On comprend ici que le programme de 
chirurgie des fentes palatines constitue 
le principal dossier de l’IFC, mais que 
l’organisme offre aussi maintenant 
son soutien financier ailleurs, plus 
précisément à quelque 25 organismes 
de la région: «Il peut s’agir tout 
autant d’une troupe de danse que d’un 
orphelinat,» énumère Henry Golas.

Avec les années, l’IFC a aussi 
diversifié ses sources de revenus.  
Tous les samedis, une séance de 
méditation est offerte à petit prix par le 
vice-président Dan Grippo, suivi d’un 
atelier de yoga doux offert lui aussi 
bénévolement par Rebecca Bruce.  

Dans les deux cas, une contribution 
volontaire de 50 pesos est suggérée.

Le cinéma du lundi soir, les cours de 
langue seconde, les conférences sur le 
Mexique et plein d’autres activités 
offertes dans le clubhouse de l’IFC, 
situés sur la rue Libertad, permettent 
de non seulement obtenir des fonds 
mais aussi de créer des liens entre les 
Vallartains de souche et ceux qui ont 
adopté leur ville. 

Le calendrier des activités mensuelles 
est aisément accessible en ligne.  Allez 
y jeter un coup d’œil: vous verrez qu’il 
y a de quoi se garder occupé!  Pour avoir 
l’assurance de ne rien manquer, on peut 
également s’inscrire à l’infolettre.

À visiter: de véritables beautés 
architecturales

Chaque visite guidée permet de 
voir trois ou quatre demeures.  Il 

peut s’agir tout autant d’une luxueuse 
dotée d’une vue à couper le souffle 
que d’une maison plus traditionnelle 
choisie pour son cachet.  Dans certains 
cas, on visitera aussi un hôtel-boutique 
vraiment exceptionnel.  Les bénéfices 
nets de cette activité d’une durée 
d’environ trois heures sont remis 
au programme de chirurgie palatine 
ainsi qu’aux autres programme de 
bienfaisance soutenus par l’organisme. 
Les départs se font à 10 h 30, tous 
les mardis et mercredi, de décembre 
jusqu’au 10 avril).  Le point de rencontre 
des participants se trouve au restaurant 
Sea Monkey, situé dans la «Zone 
Romantique», au coin de Aquiles Serdán 
et le Malecon (près des condos Molino 
de Aqua).  $700 pesos par personne, ce 
qui équivalait à 50,30 $ CAN à la mi-
février.  On s’y rend dans des autobus 
climatisés pouvant transporter une 
quarantaine de personnes chacun.

«Nous prévoyons trois autobus 
par jour de visite, précise Henry 
Golas.  Un guide à bord de chaque 
autobus profite du trajet pour parler 
du quartier dans lequel la villa ou 
le condo se trouve ainsi que de son 
intérêt architectural, en plus de donner 
plein d’information additionnelle 
sur Vallarta et la région.  Les gens 
disposent ensuite d’une vingtaine de 
minutes par maison.

En ouvrant ainsi les portes de leur 
maison une ou deux fois par mois, 
les propriétaires nous permettent 
d’amasser des fonds,»  poursuit Henry 
Golas.  «C’est pour eux une façon 
de redonner à la communauté.  Nous 
disposons d’une quarantaine de 
maisons à visiter,» précise-t-il. 

«C’est nécessaire, car toutes les 
maisons ne sont pas accessibles en tout 
temps.  Il peut arriver, par exemple, 
qu’une magnifique propriété de 
Mismaloya soit louée toute une saison 
et qu’aucune visite ne puisse donc y 
être effectuée.  On choisit alors une 
autre destination dans la banque de 
participants.  Nous sommes toujours à 
la recherche de nouvelles propriétés,» 
souligne le président.  «Toute installation 
qui a un cachet hors de l’ordinaire et qui 
est accessible par autobus sera évaluée.»  
L’invitation est lancée!

Information: 222-5466, 
www.ifcvallarta.com

Canadien d’origine, Henry Golas 
est l’actuel président du Club 
Internacional de la Amistad. 
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Derek Carkner

Trisha and Bob Levesque are 
spending the entire high season here 
in Vallarta.  It’s their first time. 

It’s also the first time they’ve 
been able to attend an opening night 
performance of their son, Kevin 
a.k.a. Miss Conception. 

I caught up with them at their 
condo in Amapas shortly after the 
debut of ‘TV Land’ at The Palm 
Cabaret.  Because they all share 
that condo, inevitably his parents 
overheard some of their son’s 
preliminary work from down the 
stairs as the show was created.

“That mind is incredible,” 
Bob told me, as he clarified 
how Kevin often worked on 
the show upstairs while he 
and Trisha were down in the 
kitchen.  “The way he puts 
things together.  Hysterically 
funny!  We were going, 
‘what character is that for?!’ 
and then suddenly we’d 
hear a song and then start 
laughing and giggling more, 
because he’s so clever.”

In fact, Kevin has gone 
out of his way to make this 
season’s show a family 
affair. 

“He had an early show, 
one night a few weeks ago,” 
Trisha said, “and it was the largest 
straight audience I’d ever seen.  It 
seemed to be all older couples.  And 
you know, Kevin’s famous line for 
everything is ‘so if you people think 
this is dirty - don’t be shocked - 

because my mother’s here tonight. 
That’s always the dirtiest show. And 
she’s here because she taught me 
everything I know!’” 

Of course, that’s open to debate.  
What is remarkable, though, is the 
relationship between the three.  

In fact, what are the parents of 
a drag queen supposed to look 
like?

I inquired about the genesis of 
Kevin’s journey and how they 
initially responded to it.  Bob said 
that they are not surprised that he 
became a performer “because as 
a kid, he was always wanting to 
put a show on at home in front of 
all the relatives.”  Interestingly, 
when Kevin was young, Bob 
had a construction company 
that renovated Woody’s, a 
popular Toronto gay bar.  Many 
years later, Kevin would gain 
prominence at that very venue, 
headlining a weekly show as 
“Miss Conception.”

And when I asked about their 
reaction to seeing him as Miss 
Conception for the first time, they 
both talked about how enjoyable 
it was: the characters, the humor.  
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And seeing the positive reaction 
from the crowd that very first night, 
how could they not be proud of his 
success?  Sitting down with Kevin a 
week earlier, he confided that it took 
his mother a little bit longer to warm 
to the idea, though she put on a brave 
front.  Like many mothers of newly 
out young gay men, the natural 
instinct to protect your children 
often kicks in automatically.  Once 
any and all fears were allayed, Trisha 
became one of his biggest fans.

Everyone can agree that Kevin has 
his mother’s sense of humor, though 
she claims hers is drier.  They also 
confide that joking and kidding around 
with each other helps them to better 
negotiate the close quarters of their 
Vallarta condo - though they don’t 
spend every moment together: Bob and 
Trisha can often be found with friends 
at Reinas Bar on Lázaro Cardenás or 
at Bar Frida on Insurgentes.

Yes, their relationship is unlike 
that of most other performers and 
their families.  Though Kevin 
has recently begun to perform in 
Provincetown in the summer, he 
had previously moved between 
cruise ships, Vallarta, downtown 
Toronto, and a campground outside 
Toronto where he resided most of 
the previous summers.  After visiting 
the campground a few years ago, his 
parents began to spend more and 
more time there - especially because, 
performing as “Miss C,” he was 
traveling a lot and didn’t want the 
trailer to go unused.  Bob has been 
quick to put his construction skills to 
use to add to the family site.

What began as the odd karaoke 
night or a long weekend visit by his 

parents has naturally progressed to a 
feeling for them like they are a part 
of the site’s family.  Trisha discloses 
that they don’t even think of it as a 
gay trailer park.  

They’ve made several good friends 
their age and feel no stigma for being 
a straight married couple.  “We’ve 
become very close to the parents of 
the men who own the park,” she said. 
“They’re obviously so accepting of 
their son and his partner, too.  And so 
we just all became such good friends 
and it’s worked over the years.” 

I revisit the idea of misconceptions 
about drag with the Levesques and 
ask them to describe what drag means 
to them.  “It’s an art, really.  It’s 
theater.  It’s like you’re putting on a 
play, you’re putting on a performance 
to entertain people,” Trisha said, 
and Kevin added, “RuPaul’s Drag 
Race has opened up drag to the 
world: gay, straight, doesn’t matter 
who you are.  Audiences are like 
‘this is entertaining’ and ‘this is 
incredible!’”  It is an echo of the 
praise his parents have for him.

Bob quickly added that some of 
his construction buddies returned 
to Woody’s years later with him to 
see his son perform and they all had 
a great time.  Beyond the stage is a 
pride in Kevin’s generous fundraising 
as well, using his platform for the 
benefit of his community.  Clearly, 
cohabitating has not begun to wear 
out its welcome.  In fact, they have 
recently moved from their house 
into Kevin’s apartment in downtown 
Toronto.  They continue to gush 
over their son as we finish up the 
conversation, which I suppose is 
something he can live with…
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Joe Harrington

Is an internationally published author and documentary 
filmmaker. He can be reached with a comment or 
criticism at JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com  
Artwork by Bob Crabb.

Joe Harrington
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MOVIES:  The Academy Awards 
was presented without a host last 
Sunday.  Where was Billy Crystal 
when needed?   

I would have assumed that the 
president, on the eve of a summit 
with North Korea, would have 
been preparing for that critical 
event.  Instead, it is obvious he was 
watching the Academy Awards.  
How do I know this?  Spike Lee 
won for Best Adapted Screenplay.  
After the usual thanks, he ended his 
speech with, “The 2020 presidential 
election is around the corner.  Let’s 
all mobilize, let’s all be on the right 
side of history.  Make the moral 
choice between love versus hate.  
Let’s do the right thing!”

POTUS tweeted, “Be nice if Spike 
Lee could read his notes, or better 
yet not have to use notes at all, 
when doing his racist hit on your 
President, who has done more for 
African Americans (Criminal Justice 
Reform, Lowest Unemployment 
numbers in History, Tax Cuts, etc.) 
than almost any other Pres!”  

I don’t think one can construe 
the words, “Make the moral choice 
between love versus hate,” as a racist 
hit – because Spike does not mention 
anyone’s name.  To take it as a racist 
hit, the reader of the remark has to 
take it as such.  Interesting that the 
Pres didn’t call Lee a liar. 

Before the Academy Awards 
began, I watched the musical 1776 
– which celebrated the Declaration 
of Independence from England.  Up 
front, this movie received 69% from 
top critics and 84% from the paying 

public.  This movie captures the 
struggle that the thirteen colonies 
went through almost a quarter of a 
millennium ago to become a nation; 
however it took until 1788 to create 
and ratify the Constitution, with the 
Bill of Rights following the next year.

The movie demonstrates the huge 
divides between what various states 
wanted, with the largest between 
southern and northern colonies.  The 
issue of slavery was avoided – at 
least for a few decades until the Civil 
War began. 

This movie should be shown at 
least one a year in every classroom 
in every grammar school in the 
country.  It shows just how messy 
and contentious democracy can be 
and is. 

The movie 1776 shows, lest 
we forget, the final vote needed 
unanimous consent from the thirteen 
colonies.  Pennsylvania was divided.  
Its three representative, Franklin – 
and yeah, Dr. Wilson - undecided, 
and Dickerson – a nay.  One 
man’s vote held the future of the 
Declaration of Independence.  Dr. 
Wilson finally decided to vote yeah.  
Which leads to the current latest 
assault on the Constitution.  

& MADDNESS: Definition of 
“Oath”:  a solemn attestation of the 
truth or inviolability of one’s words.

The president, as required 
by Article II, Section I of the U.S. 
Constitution, took the following oath 
of office: “I, Donald John Trump, 
do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
I will faithfully execute the Office 
of President of the United States, 
and will to the best of my ability, 
preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United States.”

The U.S. Constitution clearly 
states in Article I that spending 
power resides in the Congress.  
I quote: “No Money shall be 
drawn from the Treasury, but in 
Consequences of Appropriations 
made by law.”

A few weeks ago, the Congress 
passed an appropriation bill the 
president didn’t like.  He declared 
an emergency and end ran one of the 
most important checks and balances 
in the Constitution.

Definition of the word emergency: 
“An unforeseen combination of 
circumstances or the resulting state 
that calls for immediate action.”

The key word in that definition is 
“immediate.”

Fifty-eight national security 
advisors signed a joint statement 
declaring there is no emergency on 
the southern border.  Even without 
that, the president himself blew a 
hole the size of the border in his own 
argument when he stated, “I didn’t 
have to do this.”  If he didn’t have to 
do this then there is no immediacy, 
and if there is no immediacy there is 
no emergency.

Congress and the Senate take 
a slightly different oath than the 
president: “I do solemnly swear (or 
affirm) that I will support and defend 
the Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic; that I will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that I 
take this obligation freely, without 
any mental reservation or purpose 
of evasion; and that I will well and 
faithfully discharge the duties of the 
office on which I am about to enter: 
So help me God.”

Those representatives, by virtue 
of the oath they each took, are 
bound to uphold the Constitution. 
We will very soon see which 
members of Congress and Senate 
will obey their oath of office, sworn 
before God.  Trump did not uphold 
the Constitution.  Watch carefully 
which members of the legislature 
cowardly follow him.   
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Polly G. Vicars and her husband of 57 years, Hubert (a.k.a. 
«Husband») retired to Puerto Vallarta in 1988 and soon became 
active members of several charitable organizations. Polly is the 

author of «Tales of Retirement in Paradise: Life in Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico» [1995 - a sell-out!] and «More Tales of Retirement in 

Puerto Vallarta and Around the World.»  Proceeds from the sale 
of her books go to the America-Mexico Foundation, 

a scholarship foundation that was their passion.

This grand lady, an icon in Puerto Vallarta, 
has left a multitude of friends in this town.

Among the descriptions they offered when learning of her passing: 
beloved, kind, fun, caring, special, boundless energy, mischievous, 

quick-witted, delightful, sweet, inspiring, etc.

Polly was a major driving force behind the success of 
Becas Vallarta, the non-profit organization that provides 

scholarships to worthy students who could not afford 
higher education without them.

In addition to that, and so many other cultural and educational 
NGOs, this tireless, multi-talented woman was also the discoverer / 
major promoter of Los Bambinos, who may not have accomplished 

the success they enjoy today without her help.

When her book sold out, Polly wrote: «With a modicum of modesty, 
a soupcon of pride, and a heap of chutzpa, I am resurrecting 

my first book, «Tales of Retirement in Paradise -
Life in Puerto Vallara Mexico,» for the fans and family 

who continue to urge me to reprint the book.»

Rest in peace, dear friend, you have left an incredible legacy,
but you will be sorely missed.

With her dear friends Marcelo Mico and Carl Timothy
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At first blush, it wouldn’t seem like a group of fifteen seniors from Canada and the 
USA have much in common with children fifty years their junior who have spent their 
whole lives here in PV.  But, through their shared love of music, and the commitment 
of one spunky woman from Edmonton, Alberta, these two groups are finding common 
ground, even though most of them have never met.

When she retired to PV in 2007, Lois Rogers had left a teaching career punctuated 
with many years as a High School choir director in Stony Plain, AB.  After spending 
two years settling into her new life, Rogers let a friend know she was interested in 
getting involved in music again.  Soon she found herself with a twelve-voice choir 
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to lead, and shortly after 
that she joined a pop band 
called Time2Play.  But the 
choir kept growing in size 
and repertoire, and in 2012 
the choir officially became 
known as SYNG! and has 
been performing music from 
a wide variety of styles and 
traditions ever since.  “I like 
it when an audience doesn’t 
quite know where you’re 
going, like when you sing 

something classical next to something country and western,” says 
Rogers about how she puts a show together.  “This year we’ve added 
a section of music from popular movies like ‘A Star is Born’ and 
‘Bohemian Rhapsody.’” 

All choir members come from vocal backgrounds, whether they are 
retired music teachers like Lois, members of semi-professional choirs, 
folk singers, or rock / blues singers.  SYNG! members are more than 
just keen, and Rogers delights in being able to pull a diverse group 
of people together as a team to create a sound uniquely its own.  One 
benefit of being a volunteer choir made up of retirees is that no one 
needs the income, which means admission fees can be turned back to 
support the local community.  This year, SYNG! will donate all funds 
raised at its performances to two groups: Escuela de Canto which has 
been operating under the direction of Kharla Barragan and Escuela de 
Migrantes, a school for the children of migrant workers.

Upcoming performances 
Saturday, March 9th at 7 p.m.

Christ Church by-the-Sea Anglican Church, Plaza Genovesa -
Center Courtyard Palapa, 2015 Ave. Francisco Medina Ascensio.

Open to the public.  Proceeds to Escuela de Migrantes.  
Suggested donation: $150. Pesos.

Sunday, March 10th at 7 p.m.
Bayview Grand Resort in Marina Vallarta.
Proceeds to support Alas Children’s Choir

Note: this is an invite-only event
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You can. The recently concluded 2019 Academy 
Award Movie Series at Incanto proved so very 
popular (many had to be turned away at the door) 
that Democrats Abroad and Incanto have decided 
to show some of the most popular shows again.

And because people are still asking to see the 
political documentary Active Measures (originally 
scheduled for one showing and there have been 
five!) there will be more screenings of it, as well.

March 1:  Bohemian Rhapsody (winner Best Actor, 
Best Film Editing, Best Sound Editing, Best Sound 
Mixing)

March 4:  Vice (winner Best Makeup and Hair)
March 7:  Green Book 
(winner: Best Picture, Best Original Screenplay)
March 8:  Black Panther (winner Best Costume 

Design, Best Original Score, Best Production 
Design)

March 11:  Green Book (winner: Best Actor, 
Best Supporting Actor, Best Film Editing)

March 14:  A Star is Born 
(winner Best Original Song,  Shallow)
March 15:  The Favourite (winner Best Actress)

March 17:  Active Measures (with a 30-minute 
discussion to follow)

March 18:  Fahrenheit 11/9 

All movies are at 3 p.m.  Tickets are 150 pesos general 
seating and 250 pesos preferred (includes house drink 
and premium seating).  Seats may be selected at the box 
office from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. daily.  (Yes we are now 
open Mondays!) or ordered online at IncantoVallarta.
com  And we strongly suggest reserving your tickets as 
soon as possible to avoid disappointment.  Tel.: 223-
9756

Incanto’s theater features air conditioning, 
comfortable seating, drink service during the films 
and dining from 4 pm on their riverside terrace.

With country committees and local chapters in over 
80 countries around the world, Democrats Abroad 
is the official Democratic Party organization for 
the millions of Americans living outside the United 
States. For more information about the Costa 
Banderas Chapter of Democrats Abroad, send an 
email to cb.democratsabroad@gmail.com.
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Alex Bourgeau

One of our favorite times of year is Mardi Gras here in Puerto Vallarta.  
The energy and camaraderie of this event are always incredible and participating is always on our to-do list.  

Look out for our participation this year as we celebrate with everyone on the streets of Old Town. 

Our newest family member has demonstrated such power in 
her voice, that’s is almost unreal.  “For Your Consideration” 
is Tara Martinez’ creation and joining her is Nate Buccieri 
as accompaniment.  The show consists of a series of Oscar-
winning and nominated songs ranging from Disney, to “A 
Star is Born”.  Tara Martinez is a New York City-based 
musical theatre actress and recording artist.  Originally from 
College Station, TX, Tara left her studies at Texas A&M 
University in 2005 to fulfill her lifelong dream of living in 
NYC.  She’s been hooked ever since, and after eventually 
finishing her Bachelor’s in Spanish and Hispanic Literature 
at Hunter College, Tara threw herself headfirst into the 
pursuit of a career on the stage.  Her passion for storytelling 
has led her to explore many different performance mediums 
and musical genres.  Whether she’s belting out soul music 
in a downtown dive bar, crooning in a jazz/ cabaret club, 
or interpreting an acting role, she tries her best to bring the 
same bold spirit and honesty every time. 

For the first time in Puerto 
Vallarta, RuPaul’s Drag Race 
season 3 winner Raja takes to our 
stage.  Sutan Amrull is an American 
make-up artist, drag performer, and 
TV personality.  He is best known 
for his work on the reality show 
‘America’s Next Top Model’ where 
he served as the make-up artist 
for nine cycles.  Amrull is famous 
for doing makeovers of several 
renowned celebrities including 
Paulina Porizkova, Twiggy, Dita 
von Teese, Tyra Banks, RuPaul, 
and Azalea.  He has also served 
as a make-up artist to popular 
singer Adam Lambert for his live 
U.S. appearances, print media, 
and Lambert’s international 2010 
Glam Nation Tour.  Amrull has 
made many appearances on the 
small screen and the big screen as 
well.  He got featured in the short 
film ‘The Young and Evil’ as well 
as in the web series ‘Hey Qween’.  
Amrull is also known for releasing 
the singles ‘Diamond Crowned 
Queen’, ‘Sublime’, ‘Zubi Zubi 
Zubi’, ‘Cholita,’ and ‘Divine.

Aurora Sexton is an American transgender 
actress, writer, and performer.  Born in 
Denver, Colorado, she has thrilled audiences 
across the country with her dry humor and 
uncanny impersonations of celebrities like 
Joan Rivers, Madonna, Melania Trump and 
more.  A decorated pageant winner (Miss Gay 
USofA, National Entertainer Of The Year), 
Aurora brings a polished finish to everything 
she presents. She is touring her new smash hit 
play LET THEM EAT CAKE! Diary of A First 
Lady.  This dark and campy political satire 
captures the most interesting administration in 
American history from White House staff to 
the Trump family through the eyes of its most 
mysterious and unwilling passenger, First 
Lady Melania Trump.  Featuring reworks of 
several timeless classics like “Oh Melania” 
(Que Sara Sara) and “You’re The First Lady 
After All” (Love Is All Around”, Let Them Eat 
Cake goes for the jugular in a fully integrated, 
interactive, multimedia video experience that 
audiences have described as “Disturbing”, 
“Hilarious”, “Thought Provoking”, 
“Important” and from one Trump supporter 
who didn’t know what the hell he were walking 
into, “The worst piece of s*^t I’ve ever seen!”  

Prepare yourself for a night of laughs (and 
several tears) as Melania reveals the hardships 
of a FLOTUS struggling to keep her sanity in 
a White House full of unscrupulous characters 
crazier than the next.
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The Palm Cabaret and Bar is located at 508 Olas Altas in the heart of the Puerto Vallarta Romantic Zone. Tickets to all shows can be purchased at the venue’s box 
office, which opens daily at 10 a.m., or online at ThePalmCabaret.com  For more information, call 222-0200, or follow The Palm Cabaret and Bar PVR on Facebook.

If sold out houses are not enough, breaking records for the Palm 
might just do it.  Kevin Levesque aka Miss Conception has once 
again created a show that has people lining up to experience.  
The presentation starts off with a visit to the land of “The Golden 
Girls” and continues through a series of television sitcoms that 
we all know and love.  Kevin knows how to connect with his 
audience, and it is certainly appreciated.  The jokes are fast, the 
connection is personal, and the music is familiar.  For years, this 
“live singing” entertainer has produced sold out shows and this 
one is no exception.   The shows are every Mondays at 7 p.m. and 
9:30 p.m. and Thursdays at 9:30 p.m., and it is wise to book early 
to get good seats.  Come see why so many line up to experience.  
This is a must-see show.

Nate Buccieri’s ever-popular “I Heart 
80’s” continues to impress audiences 
for his ability to mash up songs on the 
fly.  This show somewhat interactive, as 
the audience participation is smart and 
subtle. Suddenly, you realize that you are 
part of the show.  Nate is friendly, funny 
and an amazing piano player.  It’s as if 
Nate was born to play the piano.  Nate is 
very busy, as he also accompanies many 
acts such as Kim Kuzma, and Tara 
Martinez as their piano player.  Check 
out Nate at the Palm Cabaret. 

This week, Luna Rumba rises again!  New rhythms, 
new songs, and new energy!  The original Luna Rumba had 
unprecedented success delivering Gypsy-inspired Rumba Fusion 
to the Banderas Bay music scene. The group is re-inventing 
itself and will be performing at The Palm this upcoming season, 
with Eduardo Leon (Lalo) taking the lead position as singer 
and guitarist. Lalo, Geo, Luis, and of course the beautiful and 
talented Lilly are” all in” and the music will be stellar!  Get 
ready for high energy, rock your socks off, blistering lead guitar 
and fiery violin all pumped up with the explosive percussion 
talents of both Luis and Lilly together!  Here is the line-up: 
Lalo: Nylon Guitar and Vocals, Geo: Violin, Guitars, and 
Vocals, Luis: Drums, Percussion, and Vocals, Lilly: Percussion 
Ever Bass.  Come and enjoy some of the best Rumba Flamenco 
Fusion ever performed in the Bay - once again!

Symphonica is BohemiaViva’s NEW 
concert project to bring the elements of 
a symphony orchestra and meld it with 
the unison of the smooth and harmonic 
sounds and music of BohemiaViva.  
Having performed in outstanding venues 
in Argentina, Italy, Mexico, The USA and 
Canada with some of the most amazing 
and various musicians, Symphonica is 
the beginning of a dream to present the 
songs of BohemiaViva with an orchestra. 
The 2019 season is the pilot launch of the 
smaller concert version of the Symphonica 
concert project with the addition of a 
selected small group of Orchestra Violins, 
Cello, Viola, Trumpet, Flute, Bass and 
Percussion.  BohemiaViva Symphonica 2020 
will undertake for the next 2020 season to 
be performed with a full 70-piece orchestra 
for the full expanded music presentation of 
Symphonica.  Its fundamental principle is to 
create a unique memorable music experience 
that is creative and outstanding for our 
existing and new audiences.  Presented as 
part of the BohemiaViva Signature Concert 
Series, Symphonica will only be presented 
each season as a limited one-day-only concert 
and aims to be a specific music concert for 
audiences to follow and plan ahead for. 
Right now, for a brief moment, close your eyes 
and open your heart and soul to imagine the 
harmonies of the BohemiaViva voices with a 
Symphony Orchestra.  Re-imagined versions 
of the BohemiaViva classic songs such as 
Don’t Cry For Me Argentina, Unchained 
Melody and Stairway To Heaven are just a few 
of the featured BohemiaViva songs for 2019. 
Inspired songs performed in languages 
from Spanish, English, Italian, Latin and 
Portuguese become a new kind of symphony 
of life, laughter, and fun.  Be part of the 
BohemiaViva Lifestyle of Freedom, Love 
& Unity.  Join Us March 3, 2019, for 
BohemiaViva Symphonica 2019.

Monday, March 4 at 4 p.m. is Loteria 
or Mexican Bingo.  Loteria originated in 
Spain and was introduced to Mexico in 
1887.  The initial intent for the game was 
to help soldiers pass the time by playing 
the game.  Any royalties from the game 
were given to the “Save the children 
foundation”.  Come help support as 
proceeds for the event will go to the spay 
and neuter clinics, as well to conduct 
puppet shows to educate young children 
on how to care for their pets.

Kim Kuzma
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At The Boutique Community Theatre This Week…

If you think a stage musical can 
only be successful with lavish 
costumes and elaborate staging, 
you are mistaken, and Stop The 
World - I Want to Get Off is a 
perfect example of a successful 
show, without all the frills.  The 
stage musical was penned by 
English composer, lyricist, and 
playwright, Leslie Bricusse; 
and English actor, singer and 
songwriter, Anthony Newley, 
who also directed the original 
West End production in 1961.

The show’s small cast and 
minimal set requirements 
caught the eye of the late David 
Merrick, a prolific Tony Award-
winning American theatrical 
producer, whose list of notable 
productions includes Gypsy, 
Oliver! And Hello, Dolly!  When 
the show opened in 1962, Newley 
reprised his London role, with 
the production running for 555 
performances.  A 1978 Broadway 
revival of the show featured 
American singer, musician, 
dancer, actor, vaudevillian and 
comedian, Sammy Davis Jr.

The Boutique Community Theatre is upstairs at Nacho Daddy, 287 Basilio 
Badillo.  All tickets are available online (www.btpv.org) or at the box office, 
two hours prior to every performance.  For more details, please visit the events 
section of our Facebook page: www.theboutiquepv.com  Info: 322-728-6878

What’s On This Week
Friday, March 1

●	 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: Stop the World I Want To Get 
Off, starring Sol Rose. A humorous, thought provoking story 
about the fleeting nature of worldly success – centered around 
Littlechap, played by Sol Rose, whose growing disillusionment 
leads him to lying, cheating and selfishness as his world spins 
out of control! Free adaptation of the original musical.

Saturday, March 2
●	 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: Stop the World I Want To Get 

Off, starring Sol Rose.  A humorous, thought provoking story 
about the fleeting nature of worldly success – centered around 
Littlechap, played by Sol Rose, whose growing disillusionment 
leads him to lying, cheating and selfishness as his world spins 
out of control! Free adaptation of the original musical.

Sunday, March 3
●	 5 p.m. Screening: Dinner and a Movie Presents, La Cenerentola 

(opera by Rossini), hosted by Paco Ojeda. Enjoy a special, 
30-minute introduction to the opera prior to its screening!

Monday, March 4
●	 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: I’m Playing Me! A Modern 

‘Broad-ville’ Cabaret, starring Kami Desilets. Meet triple-
threat performer Kami Desilets while she performs some of 
your favourite broadway characters; some characters you forgot 
about, and some characters you’ll meet for the first time.

Tuesday, March 5
●	 11 a.m. • Workshop: Acting for Evolving, presented by 

Catherine Caldera. English speakers who want to dabble in 
acting, have fun, make friends, and see where it can take them 
are encourage to take part in this open entry/open exit workshop.

●	 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: 7th Annual Memorial Patsy 
Cline Concert, starring Mikki Prost. For the seventh year in 
a row, local performer Mikki Prost pays tribute to American 
country music singer Patsy Cline, who was part of the Nashville 
sound during the late 1950s and early 1960s.

Thursday, March 7
●	 5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: Stop the World I Want To Get 

Off, starring Sol Rose.  A humorous, thought provoking story 
about the fleeting nature of worldly success – centered around 
Littlechap, played by Sol Rose, whose growing disillusionment 
leads him to lying, cheating and selfishness as his world spins 
out of control! Free adaptation of the original musical.

Paco Ojeda

Stage musical composers 
always look for at least one of 
the songs in their shows to go 
mainstream.  In the case of Stop 
the World, “What Kind of Fool am 
I” was a hit for Sammy Davis Jr.  
The song won a Grammy Award 
for Song of the Year in 1962, 
and was subsequently recorded 
by other successful performers, 
including Shirley Bassey, Lesley 
Gore, Perry Como and James 
Brown.

Having successfully 
championed Sammy Davis Jr.’s 
repertoire for some time, local 
restaurateur / singer Sol Rose 
has created a free adaptation 
of the musical.  Enjoy Stop 
the World - I Want to Get Off, 
including memorable songs 
from the original production 
(such as “What Kind of Fool 
am I” and “Gonna Build a 
Mountain”), starring Sol Rose, 
with Patrice White and Chris 
May.  Please check our calendar 
for dates and times.

The Boutique Community 
Theatre welcomes members of 
the local community who want to 
experience every aspect of theatre 
production: lighting, stage 
managing, directing, acting, 
promotion and fundraising. To 
learn more, visit the website 
www.btpv.org, or the Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/
TheBoutiquePV, where you will 
find information about scheduled 
performances and events, which 
include plays, lectures, film 
screenings and more.
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Galleria Dante is pleased to present “La 
hermosa Bahía”, Yvan Genest’s newest 
series of paintings.  This new show has been 
mostly inspired by Banderas Bay, the artist’s 
second home for 25 years. 

“I always had the Banderas Bay in mind 
while painting this show,” explains the painter.  
“For me, the Bay is a cradle of life and beauty 
where are born many of my ideas.”

Yvan’s Genest’s new paintings are inspired 
from his life experiences, mainly in Puerto 
Vallarta but also in places around the bay, 
including Yelapa, Sayulita or Conchas Chinas.

“I spent so many nights watching the Bay’s 
always magnificent sunsets, contemplating the 
stars, the solitary tiny lights of the fishing boats, 
or the millions ones of the cruising ships.  Then 
the following day, a walk along the Malecón 
between two studio sessions would give me 
another burst of inspiration,” says Yvan.

Yvan has been exhibiting in Puerto Vallarta 
for over 20 years and never before has his art 
been so masterful. 

Yvan Genest’s career had unconventional 
beginnings.  At first, his artistic temperament 
drove him to music.  As a songwriter, musician 
and singer, he toured throughout Europe as a 
performer for many years …until he discovered 
painting, where he found an unforeseen ground 
for his fertile imagination.

For many years, Yvan worked and had 
successful exhibitions in Paris, while honing 
his art with renowned artists.  A first trip 
to Mexico in 1985 led him to discover the 
profound spirituality of Mexican art.  His first 
exhibition in Puerto Vallarta, in 1998, brought 
him immediate recognition.

Since his first watercolors, sold door-to-door 
in his native Montreal decades ago, Yvan has 
painted and exhibited in many cities (Paris, 
Toronto, Ottawa, Seattle, Los Angeles and San 
Miguel de Allende, to name just a few), while 
building his unique and inspiring iconography.  
He has created thousands of paintings, 
drawings, watercolors, pastels, etchings, 
engravings, collages and digital works that 

have found collectors internationally. His 
maverick personality drove him to explore all 
paths of visual arts and develop his unique, 
shamanic and timeless imagery.  A self-taught 
artist, he paints as a dancer dances, with both 
his body and spirit.  His influences are diverse, 
from Mexican popular culture, Expressionism 
and modern free-form figurative painting, to 
specific artists such as Joseph Beuys, Rufino 
Tamayo and Francis Bacon.

Yvan’s luminous eye-catching colors and 
imaginative figures offer a fascinating world 
that dives into our own.  His paintings, bright 
and cheerful, combine inspiring senses of 
depth and infinite freedom.

The artist will be present at his opening show, 
a great opportunity to discover and discuss 
with him about his fascinating new production.
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Colours, movement, depth, light and 
colours again: Jean-Gabriel’s paintings 
are thrilling and explosive.  From his first 
ink and pastel scribbles to his most recent 
acrylic canvases, this artist is telling us a 
story that began over two decades ago.   

A self-taught painter, Jean-Gabriel first 
studied Pharmacy.  Upon earning his degree, 
he enrolled in theater school.  Jean-Gabriel 
has performed on stage and has also starred 
in a few movies.  He later added singing to 
his artistic accomplishments.  

Driven by an irrepressible desire to create, 
it’s finally in the visual arts that Jean-
Gabriel found his true passion.  Drawing 
and painting opened up the possibility for 
an unimpeded daily practice: it’s this great 
freedom that Jean-Gabriel had long sought.  
From the moment that he began painting, 
he knew that he’d pursue this endeavour for 
the rest of his life.   

For the following three years, Jean-Gabriel 
devoted himself seriously to painting and 
took a few technical courses.  He first 
acquainted himself with large-format oil 

painting before switching to acrylics.  As he 
had always desired, he started practising his 
art daily, gradually asserting his distinctive 
style.  His numerous trips to Mexico, which 
has become his second home, provide much 
of his inspiration.   

Jean-Gabriel continually finds in his 
Montreal studio the same energy that propels 
him towards his daily ritual: his improvised 
movements are triggered by music and 
meditation.  A tangible context stemming 
from reality is at the core of each of Jean-
Gabriel’s paintings.  Whether it’s Mexico’s 
colours or an emotion related to friendship 
or love, each painting is the realization of 
a simple concept.  It is sometimes through 
series that the artist, with thoroughness and 
wonderful freedom, creates his artwork, 
such as his Pierres précieuses / Piedras 
preciosas, his finely crafted and colorfully 
sparkling gems.   

Holding the secret to the personal story 
that he has been telling from the very start, 
Jean-Gabriel gives us the clues through 
his canvases’ titles: El espejo, La fiesta, 
Reforma, La pura vida, Madeleine, Volver, 
etc.  The beauty in Jean-Gabriel Lambert’s 
art rests in the multitude of layers in his 
paintings.  There is the artist’s story and all 
the stories of each spectator.  However, if 
they differ, there is always an emotion just 
as powerful that Jean-Gabriel’s artwork 
infuses to its public.   

Since 2000, Jean-Gabriel has been 
represented by several art galleries in 
Mexico and Canada.  His public has 
remained faithful throughout the years - 
which Jean-Gabriel greatly appreciates.  He 
enjoys meeting people and sharing with 
them.  “Love that we never tire of”, says the 
artist, enriched from these exchanges.
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Considered and selected as one of the 23 
best watercolor artists in the world by the 
book “Still Life Watercolor”, published by 
AVA Publishing Company, London, UK, 
2002.

Born in Aguascalientes, México, in 1962, 
Giacinti studied architecture at the Instituto 
Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de 
Monterrey.

Self-taught water color artist who started 
painting in 1989, he had Maestro Benjamin 
Manzo as his friend, teacher and tutor, who 
taught him the significance and responsibility 
of being an artist.

Painting has given Giacinti the opportunity 
to express what he wants and who he is.

When you first look at his pieces, you will 
think they are photographs until you realize 
that they are not; they are watercolors.

The detail, color and realism of Giacinti’s 
paintings are unheard of in this difficult 
medium.  A stocking, made out of nylon or 
silk, the play of light on the skin of a model, 
or the delicate lace on her bustier - Giacinti 
captures these patterns better than anyone. It 
can be challenging to honor the female figure 
without perceived hyper-sexualization.  This is 
exactly the paradigm that artist Oscar Giacinti 
(http://fahrenfeingold.bigcartel.com/) seeks 

Galeria Contempo cordially invites you to meet this talented Mexican artist at his opening 
reception on Friday the 8th of March, from 6 to 10 p.m. This airy two-story gallery is located 

in the South Side at 252 Basilio Badillo, Phone: 223-1925, www.galeriacontempo.com

Friday March 8th, at Galeria Contempo

to combat through his watercolors of sensual 
women. The award-winning watercolor 
paintings by Oscar Giacinti broaden the 
boundaries of watercolor technique.  Each 
watercolor is a masterful example of how 
the artist portrays the world that he explores 
through art.  

His realistic style is both refreshing and 
relatable. His sensitivity to expression, subtle 
body language and setting give the subjects 
of his watercolors a life-like beauty that has 
great emotion, elegance and impact.

Watercolor allows Giacinti to play with 
sensuality.  It is the medium through which 
he is able to create a new perspective 
and transform the traditional lens for the 
female figure.  “There are a lot of people 
who are frightened by nudity, their own 
and others’,” he says.  “I felt that with 
a medium such as watercolors, it would 
soften the delivery of the material.  Perhaps 
I could get more people to look at my 
work, who might normally shy away from 
the subject.”  The current political climate 
and threat to women’s rights has only 
increased his determination to pursue his 
art, reaching as many people as possible 
with his message.  Giacinti goes on to 
convey the effect he hopes his art will have 
on others.  “When someone stands in front 
of my painting, I hope they really take a 
moment with it.  I hope they see a woman, 
not just her sexuality, but also her beauty 
and desire.  I hope this awakens a reflection 
on their empathy, and they are reminded 
that sexuality is not just about sex.”
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The latest addition of artistry and 
color to the streets of Vallarta is hard 
to miss.  It takes up the entire height 
and width of a building on the corner 
of V. Carranza and Insurgentes and 
is the latest artistic display of one 
particular artist. 

A week ago, I knew nothing about 
this artist and it was only by chance 
that I found out his first name.  From 
that morsel of information and some 
research on the net, I gleaned a lot 
more insight and background about 

Arlene Pervin the man and his art.  Growing up in 
Mexico City fueled his artistic soul 
and he credits his family for allowing 
him the freedom to pursue the artists’ 
way.  He worked as an illustrator in 
Mexico City and after coming to 
Vallarta several years ago, he taught 
art classes, painted portraits and 
received a commission to do a mural.  
Although most people wouldn’t 
know his name or recognize him, his 
signature lies in the imagery of his 
murals and portrays his incredible 
talent and artistic flair. 

The latest mural began with the 
fleshy fingers of one hand.  I watched 
the image grow as it slowly spanned 
the height and width of the building 
until the collage of images coalesced 
into a finished piece after several 
weeks.  To witness the images coming 
to life from a selected assortment of 
aerosol spray cans is to appreciate 
mastery of method.  A love for 
tradition and Mexico is evident in 
his murals and birds and beetles are 
often in his work.  Each piece is a 
study in itself, in that the images are 
so realistic and exact exemplifying the 
artist’s eye, sensitivity and control.  
That is something that is not taught.  
It comes from within. 

Puerto Vallarta is lucky to have 
several murals from this artist whose 
work is becoming internationally 
known.  Some of his other murals 
can be found on Lazaro Cardenas, 
Aldama and Guadalupe Sanchez, on 
the outside wall of Galeria Colectika. 

Art galleries have long been a draw for 
tourists, but street art may be the new up 
and coming draw for tourists and artists 
alike.  It takes more than exact planning 
to create a mural and a muralist of this 
caliber deserves recognition for the gift 
and the marvel of his murals.  His name 
is Adrian Takano.

Editor’s Note: Adrian Takano also 
creates paintings on canvas, some of 
which he donates to fundraisers, and 
he offers painting classes as well.
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This 2.5-hour guided walking tour offers cultural introductions to nine 
vibrant Mexican artists and artisans and an opportunity to speak directly 
with each - plus a few minutes to shop in their galleries or boutiques.  

More than beautiful art forms, the traditional embroideries, paintings, iron 
and glass pieces, and beaded jewelry spring from Mexico’s spiritual roots in 
Mother Earth, the sacred corn, and the harmony of the natural world.

The tours are offered every Thursday morning, at 9:50 a.m., starting at 
10 a.m. and ending at 12:30 p.m.

Groups meet in front of the Church of Our Lady of Guadalupe in the 
main square, by the Tourism office – 370 Hidalgo.

Tickets cost $300 pesos ($15 US).  Children welcome: 6 to 12 half-
price, under 6 free.  100% of monies raised supports the ‘5 de Diciembre 
Abuelos Christmas Project’.

English & Spanish are spoken.  Contact Anne Marie Weiss-Armush for 
more information: 972-965-5727, 322-116-8845, or email president@
dfwinternational.org   Facebook:  Cultural Tour of Vallarta Artisans 
Artists and artisans visited during the tour include those who specialize 
in stained glass, wrought iron, beadwork, embroidery, talavera tile and 
pottery, piñatas, huaraches (leather sandals), yarn paintings, murals and 
visual art, milagros (folk charms).

The 13th season of the very 
popular (and free!) Malecón 
Sculpture Walking Tours, created 
and conducted by Galería Pacifico 
owner Gary Thompson, is 
underway and will continue on a 
weekly basis through the middle 
of April.

The morning tour begins every 
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in front of the 
“Millennium” sculpture, next to 
the Hotel Rosita at the north end 
of the Malecón downtown. There, 
sculptor Sr. Fernando Baños (also 
known as Mathis Lidice) starts the 
tour off by explaining the history, 
the making, and the details on this 
towering figure.

Afterwards, Gary leads the tour 
along the Malecón, explaining the 
artist and history behind about 15 
art works.  Another treat along 
the way is Kevin Simpson, of 
Colectika and Peyote People art 

galleries, explaining the numerous 
Huichol symbols that are etched 
into the Malecón’s pavement.

The Thursday evening sunset 
tours start at 6 p.m. at Galeria 
Pacifico, 174 Aldama, between 
Juarez and Morelos. This 1½-hour 
tour goes south along the Malecón 
to the Demetro Galeria across 
from Lazaro Cardenas Park, where 
sculptor Jim Demetro talks about 
his public sculptures: Dancers of 
Vallarta, Woman Washing Clothes, 
and Andale Bernardo. As well, he is 
always happy to explain the complex 
wax process he still uses to create 
his sculptures in bronze, while his 
wife Eva offers wine and snacks.

Both tours support Biblioteca 
Los Mangos Public Library.

No reservations needed, 
more info by calling Galería 
Pacifico at 222-1982 or emailing 
GaleriaPacifico(at)gmail.com
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Act II is THE PLACE to go to see a show when you are in Puerto 
Vallarta!  With 3-4 shows every night to choose from, there is 
something for everyone!  All of our shows are in English. Our slate 
of shows starts at 5:00 p.m., and we feature the best performers in the 
Banderas Bay! Many of our shows sell out, so check out the schedule 
below and don’t miss out! Get your tickets today at act2pv.com! 

FRIDAY, MARCH 1 
“The Gabest Show on Earth” featuring former singer/dancer 
with “Cuchi-Cuchi” Charo, Gabe Arciniega, - 5 p.m. 
“Hair, the Concert,” featuring Don & Rhonda & their LIVE BAND! Party - 7 p.m.  
Diana Villamonte - “I Will Always Love You,” a Whitney Houston Tribute - 7:30 p.m.
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” – 9:30 p.m. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 2 
“Twist & Shout,” song, dance and schtick, celebrating music of the 50s and 60s - 5 p.m.
Chicago, a NuName Production - 7 p.m.
“Queens of Rock,” featuring 12-time/Top-20 Billboard Charting, Debby Holiday - 7:30 p.m.
Mama Tits, starring in “Triple D” - 9:30 p.m.   
SUNDAY, MARCH 3
 Nunsense, Amen! - 7 p.m. 
“Best of ABBA & Elton,” starring Us Two and their LIVE BAND - 7:30 p.m. 
“Dueling Drag Divas,“ starring Emmy Award-winner, Chi Chi Rones, and JoAnna - 9:30 p.m. 
MONDAY, MARCH 4 
“The Gabest Show on Earth” featuring former singer/dancer 
with “Cuchi-Cuchi” Charo, Gabe Arciniega, - 5 p.m. 
Little Shop of Horrors (Back by popular demand every Monday & Thursday!) -  7 p.m. 
Diana Villamonte, starring in “More Motown & Beyond” - 7:30 p.m. 
Mama Tits starring in “Triple D” – 9:30 p.m.  
TUESDAY, MARCH 5 
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Hedda Sings the Blues” - 5 p.m.  
“I’ve Got Rhythm,” a musical revue of the music of the Gershwin Brothers - 7 p.m. 
“Queens of Rock,” featuring 12-time/Top-20 Billboard Charting Debby Holiday - 7:30 p.m. 
Sutton Lee Seymour, starring in “Dragflix” - 9:30 p.m.  
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6
The Foreigner, directed by Danny Mininni - 7 p.m. 
Us Two - 1st Wednesday - “Oldies, Volume 1,” featuring music from the 80s and 90s - 7:30 p.m.
“Dueling Drag Divas,” starring Emmy Award-winner, Chi Chi Rones, and JoAnna - 9:30 p.m.  
THURSDAY, MARCH 7
Sutton Lee Seymour, starring in “Dragflix” - 5 p.m.   
Little Shop of Horrors (Back by popular demand every Monday & Thursday!) -  7 p.m. 
“Queens of Rock,” featuring 12-time Top-20 Billboard Charting Debby Holiday - 7:30 p.m.
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” – 9:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 8 
“The Gabest Show on Earth” featuring former singer/dancer 
with “Cuchi-Cuchi” Charo, Gabe Arciniega, - 5 p.m. 
“Hair, the Concert,” featuring Don & Rhonda & their LIVE BAND! - 7 p.m.  
Diana Villamonte - “I Will Always Love You,” a Whitney Houston Tribute - 7:30 p.m.
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” – 9:30 p.m.

This Week’s Shows at Act II:

Act II has worked very hard this year to bring the “best of the best” entertainment to Puerto Vallarta!  As the #1 Entertainment 
Venue, with hundreds of sold-out shows, and 1000+ 5-star reviews on TripAdvisor and Google Review, Act II has become the 
“entertainment destination” for people vacationing in Puerto Vallarta!  Even as PV’s “high” season winds down, Act II is still 

in “high” gear, with new shows still opening every month, and highly successful shows extended due to popular demand!

PV’s #1 musical, Little Shop of Horrors.
I’ve Got Rhythm, the fabulous Gershwin musical revue.

The Broadway musical, Chicago.
All extended through April!

AVENUE Q, the most popular musical ever presented in Puerto Vallarta,
 returns in May, just in time for Pride Week!  

When Act II conducted a poll recently to find out what show its 
patrons would most like to see again, the #1 answer was AVENUE 
Q!  Well, you asked for it, and Act II listened!  Act II is bringing 
back its most popular musical EVER to the Main Stage!  The cast, 
including many of the original cast members, is already hard at work 
and is excited to be a part of this blockbuster musical once again! 
Avenue Q opens Tuesday, May 14!  SAVE THIS DATE!

Diana Villamonte’s “Motown & Beyond” CD Now Available! 
Act II is excited to announce that the long-awaited “Motown & Beyond” 
CD of Act II’s superstar, Diana Villamonte, is now available!  A project that 
has been a year in the making is now available!  This CD features music 
from Diana’s “Motown & Beyond” show, as well as some of her personal 
favorite songs.  Diana’s shows have been the #1 attraction in the Puerto 
Vallarta entertainment scene for the past two years and she also made quite 
an impression in The Voice of Mexico competition, as the 1st runner-up! 
Think about it. In years to come when Diana Valeria Villamonte 
is the next WHITNEY, you can say you bought her VERY 
FIRST CD!.This talented little gal is on her way to stardom! 
This CD is now available at www.act2pv.com and at the Act II box office.

“Act II is the #1 Entertainment Venue in the Banderas Bay!”
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Paul Fracassi, one of Act II’s most 
popular and talented artists, returns 
to Act II for his fourth consecutive 
year, after a record-breaking season 
last year!   His show, “Walk Like 
a Man,” is the #1 show in Puerto 
Vallarta!  It has sold more tickets 
than any other show in Vallarta 
history!  Always the consummate 
performer, Paul bounds onstage with 
tons of energy and shimmies his 
away around the whole stage.  He 
has a powerful, well-trained voice 
that reaches soaring high notes that 
send chills and thrills throughout 
his audience.  His incredible vocal 
range has been compared to the great 
crooners of the American songbook, 
and especially the high vocal range of 
Frankie Valli.   It is no wonder that 
this artist chose to present the music 
of The Four Seasons for this show, 
including Dawn, Rag Doll and Can’t 
Take My Eyes Off of You, and Walk Like 
a Man.  He also handles the Frankie 
Valli songs as if Frankie Valli himself 
was on stage singing them in his 
early years on the Ed Sullivan show! 
This “Jersey Kid” from Toronto, 
Canada, managed to create a big fuss 
up in Canada as a finalist in “Canadian 
Idol.” Shortly thereafter, he created a 
“big fuss” in Puerto Vallarta, too, as 
we fell in love with this wonderful, 
new singing sensation!  He has 
become an international star and  is 
much in demand in Mexico, Canada, 
the U.S., and Europe.  Tickets sell out 
quickly.  Get yours today!

Shows Opening in March:

25th Anniversary Show!
Political Satire by America’s Favorite 

Dragapella® Beautyshop Quartet 
Opening Night - Tuesday, March 12 - 

PARTY 6:30 / SHOW 7:30 p.m. 
March 12, 14, 16, 19, 21, 23, 

26, 28, 30 - 7:30 p.m.

The Kinsey Sicks, America’s 
Favorite Dragapella® Beautyshop 
Quartet, celebrate their 25th 
anniversary at Act II with this hilarious 
world-premiere show!  These are the 
final Puerto Vallarta performances 
of Founding Member and chief 
writer and lyricist, Benjamin Schatz 
(Rachel), before he retires!

The Kinsey Sicks have garnered 
rave reviews all across America, and 
even the UK, just this past year. 

“Riveting … hilarious … [The Kinsey 
Sicks] will push buttons you didn’t 
know you had!” ~ Forbes Magazine

“Outrageous … witty … a band of 
such inventively diabolical brains.” ~ 
The Washington Post   

“Hilarious … wonderfully smart.” 
~ The London Times

(Vallarta’s #1 show)
Featuring Paul Fracassi!

Opening Night - Friday, March 15 - 5 p.m. 
March 15, 17, 18, 20, 22, 25, 27, 29 - 5 p.m.

Continuing Shows at Act II:

Directed by Founding Partner, Danny Mininni  
A Comedy by Larry Shue

Produced by Act II Entertainment
Wednesdays - 7 p.m. 

The Foreigner is the story of two 
guests, Charlie Baker and Staff 
Sergeant Froggy LeSueur, at a 
resort-style fishing lodge in rural 
Georgia.  Charlie is depressed 
because his beloved wife may be 
dying. To help his friend, Froggy tells 
Betty Meeks, who owns the lodge, 
that Charlie is the native of an exotic 

country who does not understand 
a word of English. Betty, who has 
never traveled, is delighted to cater 
to a stranger who is “as foreign as 
the day is long.” Before long, things 
start to go awry, as Charlie finds 
himself privy to assorted secrets 
and scandals freely discussed in 
front of him by the other visitors. 
Charlie must “learn” English quickly 
and think on his feet if he wants to 
save the lodge and his new friends. 
The Foreigner stars Alex 
McLauchlan as the charming and 
adorable Charlie (the Foreigner). “I 
never thought I’d meet another actor 
GOOD ENOUGH to play the part 
of Charlie until I met Alex,” says 
director, Danny Mininni.  This show 
also features Act II veteran actress, 
Cherry DeLorenzo, the only actress 
that has been in an Act II production 
every season since its inception. Also 
starring Maria Rose, Shawn Morgan, 
Branden Hayes, Al Carswell, and 
Andrew Sands. 

‘The Foreigner’ is a fantasy of good 
and evil resulting in side-splitting 
laughter. This hysterical romp is 
filled with slapstick and surprisingly, 
romantic comedy! It has enough 
warmth and truth in it that it is not 
only funny, but also often moving. 
This is solid entertainment and one of 
the funniest shows you will ever see!

TripAdvisor êêêêê

“Best Play Ever! If you are looking 
for a fabulous night out go see The 
Foreigner and you can thank me 
later!  It was full of surprises. Lots of 
fun!” ~ wheelerart

“... tons of laughs for a sold out 
audience. Very entertaining and very 
well cast with flawless performances 
from all the actors!” ~ William Larkin

“Total raves from attendees leaving 
the theater from everyone I talked 
with.  Best Ever?”- Gary Beck 
“GO SEE THE FOREIGNER! It is 
brilliant! Timing by all concerned 
was perfect and hard to do … Maria 
Rose can not only sing but act… 
[she] and Alex McLauchlan [were] 
PERFECT. [the rest] played their 
parts brilliantly as well.” ~ Sharon 
Baughman-White

“…rave reviews. Couldn’t agree 
more.  Another over the top production 
by Danny Mininni, Alfonso López and 
all the performers and staff at Act II 
Entertainment.  Well done!” ~ Cindy 
DuChateau Ramirez

“A tour de force. A comedic drama at 
its best. ACT II showcases the exceptional 
talent of Vallarta and delivers a hilarious 
show with an important message. Bravo 
to all!” ~Tom Bernes

“Act II Entertainment Stages has 
Done It Again... Every Actor was the 
Star.” ~ David Wilhoit

“It was the best! What a playwright, 
what direction, and what talent. A 
winner all round.” ~ Heather Thomson

“Coming from a fellow thespian ... 
Kudos to all!” ~ Candace Kepley

“The actors worked together 
seamlessly in spite of the incredibly 
lengthy lines they had to memorize. 
My hat is off to every performer in the 
cast. Brilliant!” ~ Dave Mohr

“What a great show! All-around 
amazing work! Congrats to all!” 
~Derek Carkner

“Great performance by a very 
talented cast! Amazing to see all the 
new talent this year!” ~ Bert Ramirez
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(#1 Main Stage Musical in the past 6 seasons)
A Cult Musical/Horror Comedy  

Extended by popular demand… now on 
Mondays & Thursdays - 7 p.m.

One of Off-Broadway’s most 
popular cult musicals, Little Shop of 
Horrors is the hilarious tale of a down-
and-out Skid Row floral assistant, 
the girl he loved, and a strange new, 
man-eating plant threatening to tear 
their world apart.  This cult classic 
was one of the longest-running Off-
Broadway shows and has become a 
household name thanks to a highly 
successful film version and a fantastic 
musical score!  For the past 30 years, 
people just can’t get the catchy music 
out of their heads!  

Directed by Alfonso López, the 
uber-talented director of “Rocky 
Horror” last year, this beloved 
horror/comedy/rock/musical is 
another first-class production at 
Act II and brings back the sounds 
and ambiance of the rock ‘n’ roll 
era.  It stars many of your favorite 
Act II actors, plus some wonderful 
new faces, including Maria Rose, 
Joey Martinez, Alex McLauchlan, 
Andrew Sands, Shawn Morgan, 
Eli Estrada, Sasha del Oceano, 
and Ximena Peña Esparza.   It also 
features the return of Act II Managing 
Partner, Danny Mininni, to the stage, 
with his portrayal of the crotchety 
and hilarious “Mr. Mushnik.”  With 
its delightful cast and toe-tapping 
music, Little Shop of Horrors is a 
must-see this season!  

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

Very good entertainment!  We saw 
Little Shop of Horrors tonight at Act 
II. The actors were very talented, the 
singing was very good and they did an 
excellent job with the stage and sets. 
It is great that PV has Act II available 

to offer some alternative nightlife 
entertainment. The theater is small 
and very comfortable and offers an 
intimate setting. They will serve drinks 
while the performance continues. I 
highly recommend going. They have 
many performances to choose from. 
~fossr50, Tomahawk, WI 1/3/19

“Fantastic, fun and magical. A 
intimate venue with a very talented 
cast. Highly entertaining. I highly 
recommend going to see this.” - 
Scott R, 11/21/18

ACT II has done it again! Surpassed 
themselves.  WOW! what a Terrific 
Show!  - afield2015 Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, 11/17/18

“Best show ever in Puerto Vallarta. 
A must see, amazing talent and set 
design. Would love to see it again.” 
– Michelle S, 11/17/2018

A Celebration of the Music of Gershwin - 
All the songs you never knew you knew! 
(**Opened to standing ovations and 

incredible reviews and continues 
to sell out every week!)
Every Tuesday - 7 p.m.

(From the same team that 
brought you “Some Enchanted 
Evening,” the HIT musical revue 
from last season. Starring 6 of the 
best singers in Puerto Vallarta….) 
Summertime, I Got Rhythm, Nice 
Work If You Can Get It, S’Wonderful, 
Embraceable You, Someone to Watch 
Over Me, The Man I Love, Let’s Call 
the Whole Thing Off, Strike Up the 
Band, Blah, Blah, Blah, Fascinating 
Rhythm, Delishious, Soon, Treat Me 
Rough, The Man that Got Away, and 
many more! George Gershwin (1898-
1937) was one of America’s most 
influential music composers and 
pianists who worked in both classical 
and popular styles.  Most of his songs 
were written to words written by his 

brother, Ira Gershwin.  Some of his 
most well-known works are Rhapsody 
in Blue, An American in Paris and 
Porgy and Bess, which is considered 
to be one of the most important 
American operas of the 20th century. 
I Got Rhythm features beautiful 
harmonies, duets, solos, and mini 
vignettes of song and dance. Each 
song sparkles with pure Americana 
from the 20’s and 30’s. Come and take 
a step back in time as you enjoy this 
art-deco themed show starring Act II 
partner, Alfonso López, along with 
MaryJo Nelson, Sasha del Océano, 
Marsha Ward Ross, Alberto Ponce, 
and Andrew Sands.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“I went to the Gershwin review 
called “I Got Rhythm,” and it was 
fabulous! The singing, the dancing, 
and the energy was incredible. We 
were all singing along to all the songs 
we knew. I had so much fun that night 
that I decided to go again. This time 
I saw “Chicago.” What a marvelous 
show!...” ~ dancerjane

”...A show not to be missed!” - 
Tom Bernes 

“... the cast members … made me 
a believer ...I stood and clapped in 
appreciation when the show was over, 
as did most of the audience.”   - Ed Gill 

“...another successful opening... 
well worth waiting for!”- Mary Zack 

“...Go see the Gershwin show at Act 
II. They have come up with another 
winner!” - Sharon Baughman White

“... This show has proven to be the 
“sleeper hit” of the season!  What a 
fun one!”  ~H. J. Ross

This year’s FUNNIEST MUSICAL...  
BAR NUN! (Pun intended!) 

Every Sunday - 7 p.m. 

Nunsense, A-Men! is a take-off 
on the 2nd longest-running Off-
Broadway smash hit, Nunsense, only 
second to Little Shop of Horrors!  But 
here in Puerto Vallarta, all of the 
characters are MALE musical comedy 
performers!  Act II’s “sacrilegious” 

version of Nunsense, A-Men! features 
uproarious horseplay and side-
splitting jokes that are performed 
by Bert Ramirez, Shawn Morgan, 
José Jasso, Roberto Gomez, and Al 
Carswell.  Check out their video, 
#sheNUNigans,  to see them parasailing, 
racing down the Malecon on Segways 
and experimenting with tequila... All in 
full habits!  The Act II nuns are always 
up to something new and irreverent! 
Directed by Alfonso López and 
choreographed by Steven Retchless, 
Nunsense, A-Men! is the kind of show 
that picks you up and shakes you around 
and makes you want to dance.  What 
more could you want from a musical than 
passion and laughter and fun? This is a 
show not to be missed at Act II Stages!   
 A Special Message from Act II’s 
Managing Partner, Danny Mininni: 
“Every year, Act II has raised funds 
for a local charity during one of its 
shows.  This year, Act II has chosen 
to support the Banderas Bay Women’s 
Shelter!  From now until the annual 
WHAT A DRAG charity event on 
March 10th, you can see a great show 
(NUNSENSE, A-MEN) and help the 
Banderas Bay Women’s Shelter at 
the same time!  Act II will match all 
donations made during this show! 
The funds will be presented to them at 
the WHAT A DRAG event in March!  
WHAT A DRAG is always hilarious 
and features a competition of straight 
men in “drag,” who are raising 
funds for the Banderas Bay Women’s 
Shelter.  This year’s fundraising goal 
is $1,000,000 pesos! Act II wants to 
help them get there!”

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“It just keeps getting better!  On 
this trip my husband and I attended 3 
shows...Nunsense, Diana Villamonte 
and Little Shop of Horrors. All were 
very different and wonderful!” - 
Connie, Long Beach

“I loved it!! My friends loved it. 
Mother Superior was spot on funny 
when she gets stoned and moved the 
production along from scene to scene. 
The whole cast was great, harmonies 
were delightful, great voices and 
endearing characters. I’d see it 
again!” - Cherrydelo1776
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A NuName Production

The iconic American musical, 
Chicago, features music by John 
Kander, lyrics by Fred Ebb, and a 
book by Ebb and John Fosse.  When 
it debuted on Broadway back in the 
1970’s, Chicago became a classic and 
won 6 Tony Awards!  The Broadway 
revival in 1996 now holds the record 
as the longest-running musical 
revival and the longest-running 
American musical in Broadway 
history! This NuName Production is 
absolutely amazing!   It features 12 
dancers, along with stage favorites, 
Michael Gibney, MaryJo Nelson, 
Maria Rose, Edoardo Rocha, 
Joan Houston, and Marsha Ward 
Ross! This spectacular musical is 
as addictive as gossip rags, and as 
unforgettable as any trial of the 
century. It is the one show you can 
always count on to give you the 
thrills and memories that only come 
from seeing a Broadway musical.  It 
is an unforgettable journey into the 
crime and corruption of the 1920’s. 

Featuring Gabe Arciniega, 
Entertainer Extraordinaire
March 1, 4, 8, 11 - 5 p.m. 

Gabe Arciniega, former dancer/
singer with “Cuchi-Cuchi Charo,” 
presents “The Gabest Show on Earth, 
2.0!”  With songs such as The Bitch Is 
Back, Freedom, I Want To Take You 
Higher, Nobody Knows You (When 
You’re Down And Out), Sound Of 
Silence, Steamroller Blues, Signed 
Sealed And Delivered and Hot Leg, 
and more, this show is one of the 
most popular in Act II history!  

Filled with beautiful music, 
poignant stories, incredible comedy 
and exuberant dancing, Gabe will also 
pay tribute to some of his lifelong 
music icons, to some of the most iconic 
songs ever written, and to some of 
the most iconic performers who ever 
lived.  He will also welcome Vallarta’s 
favorite singer/actress, Maria Rose, as 
a guest singer in this show!

Although not a stranger to the 
stage, Gabe is a relative newcomer 
to Puerto Vallarta. He moved here 
from California and was immediately 
cast as the lead character of Richard 
Hannay in Act II’s production of 39 
Steps, as w  ell as George Bailey in It’s 
a Wonderful Life!  He also thrilled 
audiences last year with his critically-
acclaimed performance as Dr. 
Frankenfurter in Rocky Horror Show! 
If you want to see this show, you need 
to get your tickets now.  

All of Gabe’s shows sell out quickly.  
Don’t miss out on the opportunity to 
experience the talents of this incredibly 
fascinating man!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Gabe is back again with his newest 
show and it was terrific.  His ability 
to weave a story through song about 
himself, his life and the impact music, 
lyrics and multiple genres have had 
on him is nothing short of amazing. 
At times you will laugh, become 
nostalgic, hum or sing along while 
being thoroughly entertained.  Gabe’s 
energy and talent are amazing.  His 
engagement is for a limited time so be 
sure to catch one of his shows.  There’s 
nothing like it!” ~ Barbara S

Featuring Debby Holiday, 
with 12 “Top 20 Billboard Chart” Hits!

March 2, 5, 7, 9 - 7:30 p.m. 

Don’t miss this exciting musical 
journey through Debby Holiday’s 
show, Queens of ROCK (and ok 
some Kings, too)!   Hear the songs 
of Tina Turner, Bette Midler, David 
Bowie, Queen, Janis Joplin and 
more… the voices and personalities 
that shaped her songwriting from 
childhood to current day.

Debby has been involved in the 
music industry since she was a little 
girl. Her father, Jimmy Holiday, co-
wrote many hit songs, including the 
worldwide smash “Put A Little Love 
In Your Heart.” Debby’s unique 
sound is a mixture of soul and rock. 
She started to write songs at the age 
of 13 and broke into the dance scene 
and the Billboard Top 10 in 2004 
with her songs, “Dive” and “Half a 
Mile Away.” Debby has shared the 
stage with legendary recording artists 
like John Waite and Rod Stewart, 
appearing on many television 
programs, including The View, The 
Rosie O’Donnell Show and The 
David Letterman Show. During her 
career, Debby has toured and opened 
for rock superstars including Joe 
Walsh, Rod Stewart and Kiss.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Do not miss Debby Holiday!  We 
have seen lots of great shows at 
Act 2 over the last three years. This 
year Debbie Holiday’s Free to be 
show is not to be missed. She has a 
spectacular voice and a powerful 
stage presence.” ~ Barry S

“She was incredible. Loved so many 
of the songs she sang. Proud Mary 
really got the audience going. Jagged 
Little Pill by Alanís Morissette is one 
of my favorite albums, but Debby’s 
version of “You Oughta Know” 
just blew Alanís away. Great, great 
show!!” ~ Rick DeCarlo

(extended by popular demand) 
Music and Dance from the 50’s and 60’s  
Every Saturday - 5 p.m.  (NEW TIME!)

Act II is pleased to announce a 
brand new 50’s and 60’s show, “Twist 
and Shout,” featuring musical hits 
from the 50’s and 60’s!  

The dynamic duo, Pedro Islas and 

Faride Talamás perform many of the 
songs that you love…. I Wanna Be 
Loved By You, Can’t Take My Eyes 
Off of You, Be My Baby, Lollipop, I 
Only Want to Be With You, Twist and 
Shout... and more!  This show has a 
unique format and is full of singing, 
comedy, and DANCING to the 
rhythms that changed the world!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Twist and Shout was amazing!  
Visiting Puerto Vallarta I had 

the great decision to come into a 
beautiful cabaret with one of the most 
amazing shows I ever have seen there 
Twist and Shout. The two singers 
are great actors, they spill a full of 
energy, great voices and amazing 
dancing. For sure if you are visiting 
Vallarta you can’t miss this amazing 
show, it’s like a time travel to a funny 
and full of emotions night!  Totally a 
MUST!” ~ Bryan O

A Celebration of the hit 
Broadway musical, Hair

A Don and Rhonda Production  
EVERY FRIDAY - 7:00 PM

Don and Rhonda Productions, 
(or as Danny Mininni calls them, 
“RHONDONDA Productions”), a 
staple in Vallarta entertainment for 
more than 30 years, brings to you 
another great show this season. Act II 
Entertainment constantly endeavours to 
bring big-stage hit musicals to its small 
and intimate stage. How do you bring 
huge, iconic musicals to the stage?  You 
partner up with Don and Rhonda 
Productions, famous for bringing 
classic rock and 60’s genre alive!  Their 
most recent productions were the sold 
out hits, California Dreamin’ and last 
year’s Woodstock ‘69.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“HAIR” a PV Must-See!  “I had 
the pleasure of seeing a wonderful 
production of Hair on Jan 25. This is 
PV’s only totally live cast - dancers, 
singers and musicians. What a fun time! 
The arrangements were spot on and the 
musicianship and choreography were 
outstanding. Highly recommended! - 
playbassatshaw



39

Starring Puerto Vallarta and New York 
City favorite, SUTTON LEE SEYMOUR!     

Every Tuesday - 9:30 p.m.  
Every Thursday - 5 p.m.

NYC (and PV’s) drag darling, 
Sutton Lee Seymour, stars in 
DRAGFLIX, a new comedy spoofing 
your favorite TV shows, movies, and 
musicals with parodies of Game Of 
Thrones, The Handmaid’s Tale, Harry 
Potter, and more! 

Sutton Lee Seymour, known as “the 
Robin Williams of Drag,” is New York 
City’s Live Singing Comedy Queen of 
Stage and Screen, having performed 
with Atlantis Events on their gay cruise 
and resort vacations, and making 
numerous appearances on Bravo TV’s 
Watch What Happens Live with Andy 
Cohen! She has toured with her shows 
to sold-out crowds in Chicago, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Washington 
DC, plus other beach “vacation 
towns” like Ogunquit, Rehoboth, 
and Saugatuck!  In New York City, 
Sutton Lee Seymour has become the 
premier “Broadway Queen,” hosting 
and starring in a number of weekly 
shows and cabarets!  Keep up with her 
adventures and travels on Facebook 
and Instagram by following @
suttonleeseymour.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“A true gem of a show in a 
wonderful entertainment complex!  
I had the pleasure of meeting this 
AMAZING performer handing out 
flyers on the beach for her show and 
she was so engaging I decided to go. 
My instincts were proven right as I 
laughed so hard my sides hurt and I 
was wiping tears of laughter away all 
night.  Sutton Lee Seymour is a true 
performer who sings original spoofs 
on some classic shows and songs… 
Don’t walk, run to see this delightful 
performer. ” - parkpleasures

Diana Villamonte  -  a Musical Tribute 
to Whitney Houston featuring PV’s #1 

Star, Diana Villamonte
Diana Returns to Act II after winning 

FIRST RUNNER UP in the Voice of Mexico! 
WARNING!!  All of Diana Villamonte’s 

shows sell out well in advance!  
Get your tickets now! 

Every Friday - 7:30 p.m. 

This year, Act II is thrilled to 
announce that Diana, along with 
director Alfonso López, has created 
yet ANOTHER sensational hit show, 
“I Will Always Love You,” a musical 
tribute to Whitney Houston!  Diana, 
with her powerhouse voice and 
infectious personality, is the perfect 
singer to take on the iconic Whitney 
(her lifelong inspiration).  The 
highlight of Diana’s show last year 
was when she previewed some of her 
Whitney Houston songs, often having 
most audience members in tears. 
Diana blew the audience away, and 
her fans begged for a whole show of 
Whitney’s songs!   

Hedda Lettuce - Winner, 
Funniest  Drag Show 2017 - 2018  

Featuring Hedda Lettuce’s 
smorgasboard of live comedy, songs, 

and stand-up improvisations 
Every Thursday & Friday - 9:30 p.m.  

Every Tuesday - 5 p.m.  

Hedda Lettuce, the six-time Drag 
Queen of the Year Award-winner 
(HX magazine) and the legendary 
“green goddess” of drag, is excited 
to return to Puerto Vallarta for her 
FOURTH “sold out” season!  Her 
show, this year, is a loving send-
up to her favorite town…. Puerto 
Vallarta!  Hedda will glamorize 
another season as she dishes out 
a tossed salad of improvisational 
comedy, sultry songs, and dazzling 
gowns.  (And it’s entirely fat-free!) 
She will gladly engage you in a night 
of storytelling, bawdy and biting 
wit, spontaneous comedy, and live 
(not lip-synched) singing!  Her show 
includes her nationally-acclaimed 
original comedic music that is 
peppered with parodies of old time 
favorites and startling satire.  Hedda 
Lettuce is one of New York City’s 
premiere drag queens and keeps the 
audience screaming with laughter for 
the entire show!.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Absolutely hilarious! Shows 
moves quickly. An hour of total 
laughs. I highly recommend it. Bring 
the family!” ~ Linda V

Google Review! ★★★★★

“Awesome great show. I highly 
recommend Hedda Lettuce she is an 
amazing performer.” - C Sailor

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Run don’t walk to see both shows!  
To see this amazing talent in such a 
warm and intimate setting will blow 
you away!  Both her Motown and 
Beyond and her Tribute to Whitney 
Houston shows are unbelievable! She 
came in first runner up this year on 
the Voice of Mexico. I have no doubt 
she would have won if all of her US & 
Canadian fans had Mexican phones 
and were able to vote!  She will be 
packing in huge stadiums soon... so 
don’t miss this show!”  ~ sgunze

Diana Villamonte, Voice of Mexico Star - 
A Musical tribute to the great ladies of 
Motown and Beyond, featuring Puerto 

Vallarta’s #1 songstress, Diana Villamonte
#1 Box Office - 2 seasons running!  
All of Diana’s shows sell out well in 

advance.  Get your tickets fast!
Every Monday - 7:30 p.m. 

Diana Villamonte in “More 
Motown & Beyond” is the #1 show 
in Puerto Vallarta!  This tiny little 
gal with the powerhouse voice and 
infectious personality pays respect 
to the great ladies (and a few of the 
boys) of Motown (and beyond), with 
a special tribute to Aretha Franklin, as 
well as Diana Ross, Shirley Bassey, 
Whitney Houston, Anita Ward, Etta 
James, Nina Simone, Aretha Franklin 
and Donna Summer.  

Her passion and commitment to 
her music, as well as her rich, belting 
notes and electrifying top register will 
bring tears to your eyes.  

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Fiercely Talented Singing 
Sensation Diana Villamonte Dazzles 

in Puerto Vallarta! 
Just when we thought what dazzled 

us most about Puerto Vallarta was its 
lush mountain landscapes, sparkling 
blue waters and rich art scene.” ~ 
Boris Betanoff

“Well Diana is totally ready for 
Broadway and or the movies. Her 
voice her look and her dancing just 
completely paralyzes you. What I am 
trying to say is that if you want to 
see the greatest show on earth go see 
Diana.” ~ lorieg2019
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Never before has Act II witnessed 
such loyalty from fans who discovered 
Us Two at Act II Entertainment!  

For more information about our shows, or to order tickets, please go to our website at www.act2pv.com  Tickets are also available at our box office 
which is open daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. The Act II Entertainment Stages complex is located upstairs on the corner of Insurgentes and 

Basilio Badillo in the Romantic Zone on the South side of Puerto Vallarta.  For more information, call 222-1512, or follow Act II on Facebook.

All new show!       
Starring Puerto Vallarta’s beloved 6’7” 

POWERHOUSE, Mama Tits! 
Every Monday & Saturday  9:30 p.m.

After her second record-breaking 
year as one of the Top Headliners 
of the illustrious Red Room Cabaret 
at Act II Stages, Mama Tits is 
thrilled to return for her fourth hit 
season! This year she is back with 
her raw and witty take on life, sex, 
relationships and living your truth. 
Mama Tits weaves her soulful live 
singing with her stories and comedy 
into one big joyride of a show, with a 
strong message of love, emotion and 
positive reinforcement, (not unlike 
her trusty underwire bra)!  

Jazz, blues, pop, rock and 
Broadway round out this year’s 
eclectic selection of songs. Check out 
her many reviews on Trip Advisor!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“BEST SHOW: brave heart, inclusive, 
beautiful voice, kind, colourful, tells-it-
like-it-is, and ★★★★★ entertainment. 
We need a 1000 yous, Ms. Mama Tits. 
That heart does not lie. Thank you!” - 
roseycouture

Every show SOLD OUT  10 weeks running 
A musical tribute to ABBA and Elton John, 

featuring UsTwo and their LIVE BAND  
Every Sunday - 7:30 p.m. 

UsTwo presents a musical 
tribute to the timeless music of two 
unforgettable acts which began 
in the 1970’s, ABBA and Elton 
John!  UsTwo will perform songs 
that you remember, such as Mama 

Mia, Dancing Queen, Chiquitita, Sad 
Song, Candle in the Wind, and Rocket 
Man, and more.  Their repertoire 
changes with each performance, 
but these amazing vocalists (and 
their live band) will treat you to an 
unforgettable evening of music and 
an evening to remember!  

ABBA and its flamboyant costumes 
and catchy music,  is considered to 
be one of the top musical groups in 
history, having sold over 500 million 
albums!  

Elton John first became famous for 
his oversize glasses and outrageous 
outfits, but his enduring popularity 
and incredible talent have earned 
him five Grammy awards, induction 
into the Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame, 
and sales of over 300 million 
albums!  Together, these two acts 
epitomized the soft rock/pop musical 
sounds that became hugely popular 
in the 70’s, and is still loved around 
the world today. 

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Couldn’t recommend them more.  
What an enthusiastic and joyful pair 
of singers! … good for all ages.” ~ 
LinBoston

Comedy Drag Cabaret, starring JoAnna, 
and Emmy-Award Winner, ChiChi Rones 

Sundays & Wednesdays - 9:30 p.m. 

The Dueling Drag Divas return 
to the Red Room with an All-NEW, 
2019 LIVE show! JoAnna (aka Joe 
Perry) and Emmy Award Winner, 
ChiChi Rones, sing hysterical spoofs 
of Cher, Tina Turner, Marilyn Monroe, 
Shirley Bassey, Amy Winehouse, 
Janis Joplin, Lady Gaga and more!  
JoAnna is celebrating her 13th season 
in Vallarta! Starting out in NYC, 
JoAnna has won numerous awards, 
including “Best Patsy Cline Singer” 
at the Cowgirl Hall of Fame. The 
New York Times hails her as “One 
of the Best.”  In addition to PV, 
JoAnna has enjoyed 6 smash seasons 

in Provincetown and currently 
8 fabulous summer seasons in 
Ogunquit, Maine.  Emmy Award 
Winner, Ch Chi Rones is excited to be 
back in Vallarta for a 7th season! She 
is excited to be debuting this all new 
show here in PV.  Bette Midler, Edith 
Piaf and a duet with Sammy Davis, 
Jr. & Liza Minnelli, which must be 
seen to be believed! Iconic voices 
Shirley Bassey and Judy Garland, all 
sung in Chi Chi’s soaring voice.

THIS WEEK - 1st Wednesday - “Oldies, 
Volume 1,” music from the 80’s and 90’s!” 
Featuring Daniel, Noemi & their LIVE BAND! 

Winner - 2017 Best Band Award! 
Shows on Wednesday!  Every Week - 

A New Show! 7:30 p.m. 

With more TripAdvisor 5 star 
reviews than any other PV performers, 
fans have been known to attend an 
UsTwo show every week!  With 
that in mind that, Act II Producer, 
Danny Mininni, and the members of 
Us Two, give fans the chance to see 
a new show every week!  Us Two’s 
Wednesday night show features a 
different show every week, with 
a total of four different shows per 
month!  Known for bringing the 
classics that you love the most back 
to life, Us Two will feature a Classics, 
Volume I and Classics, Volume II, 
because how can you fit all of that 
great music into one show?  Other 
shows will include Country Week and 
the intimate “Unplugged” show.  (See 
website and press releases for weekly 
genre reminders.)  But no matter 
what the genre is, Us Two always 
brings you music from the 70’s, 80’s 
and 90’s in the form of song and 
dance, rock and roll, fun and games 
and humor and chat, all bundled 
into a 90-minute Vegas-style show!  
Every week a different show, this 
week… 1st Wednesday: “Oldies, 
Volume 1,” featuring music from the 
80’s and 90’s!”

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Still the best!  This was our fourth 
visit to see US TWO. They have added 
a keyboard to their band of amazingly 
talented performers. These two put on 
a show that is remarkable … packed 
the house at each of the performances 
we have attended…  warm, funny and 
remarkably GOOD!  Don’t miss this one.  
You will be glad you went!” - MJPmd
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Is located in Plaza Marina, Local B-10.  Open Monday 
to Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  Tel: 221-1607.  www.holisticbiospa.com  
Email:  info@holistic-bio-spa.com

The Holistic Bio Spa

Zoli 
Hargitai, 
owner / 

founder of 
The Holistic 

Bio Spa
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Let’s just put the cards on the table.  
We say with total sincerity that we’re 
going to PROACTIVELY take care 
of our bodies.  That said, I openly 
confess that I need to take better care 
of my body.  I have the best intentions 
– like so many of us do.  But “life” 
just gets in the way sometimes.  If I 
only LOVED going to the gym – but 
bottom line… I don’t… so I don’t.

I’ve learned that in order to follow 
a healthcare regime, you have to 
LIKE what you are doing… LOOK 
FORWARD to doing it.  So for me, 
that counts out the gym.  And even 
though I DO like to “exercise walk”, 
I don’t put it as a priority because 
sometimes I feel sluggish… and then 
the day is gone and it’s too late.  So 
much for good intentions.

While complaining about my lack of 
will power to a friend, she INSISTED 
I visit the Holistic Bio Spa.  This was 
June of 2015.  She introduced me 
to Zoli Hargitai who is the owner/
founder – a Naturopath.  My heart 
wasn’t in it.  I mean, if I hate the gym 
then why would this place be any 
different?  But just the same I had a 
foot detox that day, and… YIKES!  I 
was SHOCKED at the color of the 
water 30 minutes later!  (Was all 
of that “stuff” inside of me?)  Zoli 
explained that our bodies are FILLED 

with toxins that DO DAMAGE, so we 
need to get them out!  “Think of it like 
a car” he said.  “Do you change the oil 
regularly?  OF COURSE you do!  You 
do that along with other preventative 
measures to keep your car functioning 
correctly.”  So then the question is 
– if we take the time to give regular 
maintenance to our cars, then why 
don’t we do the same for our bodies?

Does the following sentence make 
sense? “I don’t do any maintenance 
on my car, but even so”, I just can’t 
believe that it broke down the other 
day!  I was stranded on the side of 
the road for HOURS!”   Nope, makes 
no sense.  If you don’t give your car 
maintenance, and it breaks down, the 
dialogue would be more like this: “I 
waited too long.  I knew I should have 
taken the time to get my car in for an 
oil change and a safety check up – but 
I didn’t.  So I paid the price… HOURS 
along the side of the road waiting for 
the tow truck to come and rescue “us”.  
I only hope they can revive my car.  In 
retrospect, I SO regret neglecting it.”

Now – let’s take that same 
scenario and apply it to our bodies.   
“I don’t do any maintenance on 
my body, “but even so”,  I can’t 
believe  I ended up in the hospital 
with chest pains last week… I was 
there for HOURS!” That would also 
be ridiculous to say… because if you 
don’t take proper care of your body, 
and you end up with chest pains (for 
example) the dialogue would be more 

like this:  “I waited too long… and 
I paid the price the other day when 
the chest pains began and I passed 
out.  The ambulance had to come and 
rescue me.  I’m so grateful they could 
revive me.  In retrospect, I SO regret 
neglecting my body.”  

And I KNOW, I KNOW, ...even 
though the simplistic comparison above 
makes TOTAL SENSE, I (another 
confession) still neglect to take proper 
care of my body… BUT WHY?  Here 
it comes, folks…:  Because most of us 
just don’t enjoy the process.  If only 
we could find a “body maintenance 
routine” we could STICK WITH 
...ONE THAT WE ENJOYED AND 
LOOKED FORWARD TO!

Well, I HAVE found something 
VERY enjoyable – and that’s going 
for a few hours to the Holistic Bio 
Spa!  Sure, I still need to “exercise 
walk” more, but what I’m doing at the 
spa is making me feel ALIVE again – 
so much so that I’ve made walking a 
priority for the past couple of days… 
(I’m not feeling so sluggish!) 

My first foot detox (June of 2015) 
produced a dark brownish-green 
color in the water… with particles 
and “scum” floating on the surface.  
Eight months later, when it was time 
to detox again, my first foot detox 
produced the same, but instead of the 
toxins floating on the surface of the 
water, it was like a “bottom-dwellers 
gathering” in my plastic tub… 
Everything sunk.  Different toxins I 

guess.  And by the end of the “round”, 
the water will become more and more 
clear – like it was in June, 2015.  I’m 
ENJOYING THE PROCESS – I love 
getting that “stuff” out of my body.  
And sitting in the big comfortable 
chair is providing some bonus “ME” 
time.  I look FORWARD to going to 
the spa… so it’s easy to do.  Beside 
the foot detox, another “favorite” is 
spending 30-40 minutes in the 70oC+ 
degree cedar wood dry sauna… (that’s 
about 160F!)  Just another way to let 
the toxins out – through the skin by 
perspiring (A LOT!)  My skin is so 
smooth afterwards.  When I leave, I 
can’t wait to go back again because I 
ENJOY THE PROCESS. 

I bought a new car last Fall… 
and I’m following the maintenance 
schedule to keep it in peak condition.  
I’m also following the maintenance 
schedule that Zoli set up for my body 
so I have smooth sailing through these 
“Golden Years”.  I’m living them out 
in good health because now it’s EASY 
for me to do my body maintenance… 
because I ENJOY my spa days! 

Will YOU have smooth sailing?

Jaqui Karr
Certified Sports Nutritionist, 

Certified Vegan/Vegetarian Dietitian
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Krystal Frost

For questions and comments - Cell: 322 116-9645, 
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

Krystal Frost
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¨When it comes to our siblings, 
we often think of sibling rivalry.  
But the sibling connection is much 
more.  It is mysterious, complex, and 
constantly changing.  Our siblings 
are major players in our lives and 
impact everything from our choice 
of profession to our choice of a 
husband, wife, or partner.  Siblings 
are reflections of ourselves and 
help us better understand who we 
are, why we are, and the way we 
are.¨ - Jane Mersky Leder, The 
Sibling Connection.

It happened that I am the only 
girl between two brothers in our 
family.  My dad favored me (this 
is what the boys thought) and my 
mom favored my brothers.  So it 
goes, we each went our separate 
ways except for the rare occasions 
that circumstances brought us 
together, which were few and far 
between.  I left the country, and the 
boys married and started various 
careers.  Then life happened.  There 
were setbacks, divorces, more kids, 
health issues… and to each we were 
alone... hearing of the siblings’ 
trials through our mother, who are 
always the glue of the family.  

So, now… as we are really adults 
in our 60s, can we build positive 
and meaningful relationships that 
go beyond judgmental accusations 
and defensive mode reactions by 
pushing the red buttons, I wonder...?

I did a little research on the 
subject and here’s what I found.

Heal the past 
The first step to establishing a 

healthy adult sibling relationship is 
to release baggage you’re carrying 
from childhood.  This means 
stretching your old boundaries 
to allow for open and emotional 
communication... get out the wine 
and Kleenex.

A common source of resentment 
between siblings is a feeling that a 
parent favored one over the others. 
It’s important in these situations not 
to be defensive, and to listen and 
appreciate a sibling’s perspective. 
Saying, ‘That’s not true, that’s 
not the way it was’ shuts it right 
down and keeps people locked in 
their place.  Allowing a discussion 
about each other’s experiences 
growing up is also an opportunity 
to acknowledge past sources of 
pain and heal them.

Focus on the positive
It’s all too easy to focus on our 

family members’ negative traits, 
especially as your siblings’ quirks 
that drove you up the wall when 
you were a kid likely still push your 
buttons now.  But while it might 
have felt impossible to ignore 
their loud chewing or penchant for 

creating drama when you shared a 
home, now, as an adult, it’s much 
easier to choose to forget the 
negative and focus on the positive. 

Share your goals
Like friendships and romantic 

relationships, sibling relationships 
require ongoing check-ins to 
make sure everyone’s needs are 
being met.  An easy topic to bond 
over is where you want to go in 
life, both in terms of this specific 
relationship and your overall 
goals.  Supposedly, one can be 
open hearted and fanciful when 
dreaming of goal setting when 
sharing them with a sibling... after 
all, you played together in fantasy 
land …right? 

Don’t compare yourselves
While it might seem that siblings 

start from the same playing 
field, research shows that birth order 
affects children’s experiences.

“These comparisons people make 
as if they had it the same is really 
a lie,” Dr. Caspi said.  “People 
don’t have it the same.”  They 
have different experiences with 
different teachers and friends and 

peers, all of which shape a person’s 
sense of self.  The same goes for 
parents, even though we have the 
same parents, we had different 
relationships and experiences.  
Making comparisons between 
siblings will only go in a negative 
direction and will continue to foster 
discord between them.  Keep it real 
and keep it focused on who they 
are, and your similarities.  

Verbalize your appreciation
Just as you might regularly tell 

your spouse or partner you love 
them and appreciate them, siblings 
need those reassurances too.

Don’t be afraid of calling more, 
texting more or organizing more 
get-togethers.  Even if you are the 
one that reaches out ...and you run 
into a wall, keep it up, you know 
your sibling is in there.

That’s just the tip of the old 
iceberg.

Hopefully as adults, we can 
express ourselves better than when 
we were kids.  Perhaps with our 
todays’ heart and experience we 
can come to see those situations 
that separated us, how they affected 
us and heal them without judgment 
and drama.

When you can talk it through and 
laugh about it, you have done your 
work, now cut the cake…
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Harriet Murray

Can be contacted at harriet@casasandvillas.com  
www.casasandvillas.com

Harriet Murray

Foreigners (non-Mexican) are able 
to purchase real estate in Mexico.  
They may directly own rural or 
urban land in the interior of Mexico 
with certain limitations on specific 
agricultural tracts.  In the restricted 
protected zone, a Trust Deed is used.  
These protected areas include 100 
kilometers along all-natural borders, 
50 kilometers along coastlines, and all 
of Baja California.  Banderas Bay is 
primarily in the restricted zone.

The Trust Deed is established through 
a Mexican bank giving foreign buyers 
rights and privileges of ownership.  As 
of 1994, the Foreign Investment Law 
allows these deeds to be established 
for a term of 50 years and renewable 
upon termination.  This public deed is 
called an escritura. In the restricted 
zone, title can be held in one of two 
ways: (1) the Mexican bank trust is for 
residential property.  (2) A Mexican 
corporation can hold non-residential 
real estate.  Foreign nationals can be 
the sole and exclusive stockholders of 
the corporate stock which holds the 
title to this non-residential property 
within the restricted zone.  If you hold 
property as residential and claim it as a 
fiscal residence in Mexico, you can be 
eligible to waive partial capital gains 
tax.  Certain restrictions do apply.

The public notary in Mexico is 
responsible for the transfer of real 
estate.  The notary’s responsibilities 
are much greater than what we are 
familiar with in the United States.  The 
notary in Mexico is appointed by the 
governor of the state and the executive 
branch of the federal government 
of the particular state.  A notary 
is an attorney who has additional 
specialization and has passed an 

extensive exam.  He/she is appointed 
for life. The deed (escritura) is 
prepared from the purchase-sale 
agreement.  The escritura, as well as 
all closing documents, are in Spanish.  
English translations are courtesy 
translations only. 

Prior to closing, the notary 
examines the documents of the seller 
to verify title.  A search of the public 
records is done to determine further 
status of the title and the existence 
of liens against the property.  The 
notary is responsible for the collection 
and payment of property taxes and 
government transfer taxes.  If a seller 
owes capital gains, that is determined 
by the notary.  This tax is collected 
and paid by the notary, when due. 

The escritura names the seller 
conveying and the buyer receiving 
the property, in addition to the legal 
description.  The terms of the bank 
trust (fideicomiso) agreement is 
incorporated into the escritura.  There 
should also be a description of the 
metes and bounds of the land, and a 
plan.  In the case of construction, there 
should also be a floor plan or footprint 
of the building on the land.

A buyer should also receive a copy of 
the building permit and evidence that 
utility services on the property have 

been paid to the date of closing.  At 
closing, the notary meets with the buyer 
and seller to formalize the transfer by 
requiring appropriate signatures upon 
execution of the deed.  The escritura is 
then recorded with the public registry 
where the property is located. 

The buyer pays closing costs, 
with the seller paying any capital 
gains taxes and real estate fees.  
Closing costs are typically higher 
than costs for buyers in the United 
States and Canada.  A part of the 
cost is the application, approval and 
formation of the bank trust (50 years, 
renewable), in addition to the transfer 
tax, and notary services.  

Points to remember: 
1.- Buyer or Seller Beware.  

There is no compulsory licensing in 
Mexico of real estate agents.   AMPI, 
which is the Mexican association 
of real estate professionals, is the 
closest organization to the National 
Association of Realtors and their 
Canadian counterpart.  The members 
of AMPI work to regulate and elevate 
their degree of professionalism in the 
practice of real estate in Mexico.    

2.- Title insurance is available, 
through US-based title companies.  
Currently, title insurance issued by a 
Mexican company does not exist. 

3.- Sales contracts, to be legally 
binding, must be recorded before a 
notary public.  To bind third parties to 
a contract, the contract must be filed 
with the public registry.

4.- Oceanfront or river front 
properties are typically adjacent to 
the Federal Maritime Zone.  If there 
is use of and/or construction in this 
zone, there is need for a concession, 
authorizing the use of this federal land.  
A formal agreement has to be in place 
and annual payments made during the 
term of the concession agreement.

5.- Market appraisals are not 
common.  Appraisals, charged by the 
notary as part of buyer closing costs, 
are for tax evaluation purposes.

6.- There are Mexican and American 
companies offering real estate 
mortgages.  Terms and conditions vary 
by lender.

7.- Be sure to get an accurate 
estimate of closing costs before you 
decide what your overall expenses are 
going to be in purchasing real estate.

8.- Determining how and where to 
send money into Mexico is not simple.  
In order to escrow or hold purchase 
funds, a company or individual must 
be properly licensed and empowered 
by the law to hold and disburse these 
funds. 

9.- Purchasing real estate within the 
coastal areas of Mexico is different 
from the rest of North America.  Do 
not assume.  Ask questions, and then 
more questions.
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Stan Gabruk (Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

www.facebook.com/pages/Master-Baiters-
Sportfishing-Tackle/88817121325  

Web page:  www.MasterBaiters.com.mx , 
Local Ph. at: (044) 322 779 7571 or our international 
number is: 011 52 322 209-1128, 10 to 9 local time.

The trade name Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing 
and Tackle is protected under trade mark law 
and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.

Stan Gabruk

A few weeks ago, I was thinking 
that the water temperatures for the 
area were actually on the warm 
side at 75 degrees.  Well, that is 
changing now as we enter March, 
which is normally known as a cold 
water month.  Even with the cooler 
or rather cold water, Striped Marlin, 
Sailfish and even some Dorado are 
still in the area.  Fishing can be a 
tricky business and what makes 

sense and what happens can be very 
different.  For now, we’re seeing 
what we’d expect at this time of 
the year.  All in all, the fishing is 
great for the season, that’s not to 
say there aren’t challenges.  Too 
much of a good thing, is too much 
of a good thing!

Corbeteña has been an interesting 
location these days.  Yes, there 
are still Striped Marlin in the 250-
lb range, Yellowfin Tuna from 
45 to 120 lbs. yep!  Sailfish, Jack 
Crevalle, Bonito, Skippies, Cubera 
Snapper for jiggers to 55 lbs., 
Amber Jacks are back in the area 
and they’re at least 40 lbs.  But here 
the water is 71oF, cold for most fish 
like Dorado.  But the temperature 
range is well within all their 
comfort zones so they’ll “hang” for 
the fast food.  For now, the fishing 
is still going to be work, but for the 
positive thinkers there is a chance 
for some great action.  Suggestion: 
if you’re targeting Tuna, be sure to 
have your downriggers and use your 
electronics to see where the fish are.  
Another suggestion is to run Squid 
bait and you could get a good sized 
Yellowfin Tuna to 120 lbs. or so!  
Our Secret!  El Banco could be the 

same.  Most who fish at The Bank 
are stopping by as they head to the 
Tres Marias, so it’s hard to get a 
steady report, could be worth your 
time around the high spots if you’re 
equipped correctly, amigos. 

El Moro and The Marieta Islands 
are in great shape as Pompano 
numbers increase away from the 
protected reefs.  Amber Jacks as 
well from 15 to 40 lbs.  Trolling 
or Jigging.  Green Mackerel have 
moved in again, Skippies all over 
the place, freak Dorado to 20 lbs., 
Jack Crevalle to 50 lbs., Bonito in 
the 30-lb range are fun to catch as 
well.  Striped Marlin are close to El 
Moro and the churning bait balls.  
One issue between the Marieta 
Islands and Punta Mita area are the 
rough waters.  

With recent storms in the northern 
waters, we’re seeing “confused” 
currents or “clashing” currents 
from several directions.  For the 
last week, this condition has been 
a daily thing, all day, something to 
consider when heading out.

Bay fishing is great!  Jack 
Crevalle everywhere, Sierra and 
Green Mackerel, Bonito, possible 
Bass at the river mouths, Snapper 
also.  Yellowfin Tuna Footballs to 
40 lbs. near Yelapa towards Cabo 
Corrientes.  Rooster fish have been 
sprinkled around in decent sizes of 
35 to 50 lbs., but it’s nothing you 
can count on.

Water temperatures are cooler 
this week - as you’d expect in 
winter conditions.  Bait is crazy 
abundant and the bite is still mid-
morning.  Live bait is naturally 
king, but Hoochies of any color are 
working well.  Shrimp lures would 
be handy to have and Goggle Eyes 
are a standard and reliable bait.  
Other than that, it’s wide open for 
the positive thinkers! 

Until next week, don’t forget to 
kiss Your Fish!

Fishing Party Thursdays have 
returned, 8 hrs. on Magnifico, six 
people max, $200. USD / person 
on a famous and world class 
boat.  Contact us for details, or 
consider a second alternative, our 
popular daily Super Panga option: 
eight hours in a super Panga, half 
the boat, each half a max of two 
people, $275 USD.  We still run the 
best fishing deals in PV!  Taking 
reservations now.  Also, if you’re 
looking for Tours, consider us 
your supplier, book a boat, tours 
and keep it simple.  
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Gil Gevins

Is the author of five hilarious books, including the 
classic, PUERTO VALLARTA ON 49 BRAIN CELLS A 
DAY, and his latest laugh-fest, 1967: THE AUTUMN OF 
POST-COITAL DESPAIR. Signed copies of all Gil’s books 
are available at LUCY’S CUCU CABAÑA, located at 295 
Basilio Badillo. Or, as E-Books on Amazon.

Gil Gevins

Something rather awful happened 
the other day at my wife’s shop where 
I have been working under protest, 
literally begging to be fired, for the 
past twenty-five years.

A man - a very large man - walked 
in the door and, before I could say a 
word in protest, stuffed himself like 
an oversized yam into a beautifully 
hand-carved and painted chair, one of 
our most expensive items.  The chair, 
though commodious as well as sturdy, 
was no match for the super-sized 
orange-tinted sitter.  Alongside the 
sound of traffic wafting in from the 
street, I could clearly hear the sound 
of wood cracking.  This, I knew, was 
one chair we would never sell.

After the man left, I began to think 
about the entire situation, coming to 
the conclusion that this colossal dark 
cloud could, if I played my cards 
correctly, turn out to have a King 
Kong-sized silver lining. 

Always on the lookout for a way to 
create shopping mayhem in the hopes 
of finally exhausting the patience of 
my saintly wife, I took out my set of 
crayons and began to fashion a sign.  
I am no artist and it took me several 
tries to get the little placard just 
right.  Finally satisfied, I set the sign 
upon the chair and waited to see what 
would happen. 

As it turned out, nothing happened 
for quite some time.  Oh, I had some 
customers, to whom I accidentally sold 
all kinds of things.  But all of these 
clients were disgustingly slender, and 
none of them appeared inclined to sit 
down.  To my undying disappointment, 
all they wanted to do was shop!

Finally, just before five, an ocean 
liner of a man steamed slowly into 
the store, making a “hippoline” (like 
a beeline, only much larger) for the 
chair.

“Excuse me, sir,” I said, as he 
prepared to lower himself into 
the endangered piece of carved 
magnificence, “didn’t you see the 
sign?”

“What sign?”
“The one on the chair,” I said 

with a smile.  “The one that reads: 
‘WARNING: If Your Butt Don’t Fit, 
You Must Not Sit!’”

The man, needless to say, was not 

pleased.  And several other clients, 
all women, who were browsing here 
and there, appeared to redden with 
embarrassment. 

“You’re telling me,” he said testily, 
“that I can’t sit in this chair?”

“I am telling you, sir,” I replied 
respectfully, “that you do not fit in this 
chair.  If I were you, unless you want 
to become the proud owner of a pile of 
splinters, I’d continue standing.”

“What are you talking about?” 
he boomed.  “That’s a big chair.  Of 
course I fit.”

“Sir, I am not here to enter into 
disputes with our valued clients, or 
with you.  However, there’s a simple 
way to demonstrate which one of us 
is correct.”

“Of course there is,” he said, “I’ll 
just sit down and…”

“Not on my watch!” I yelled.  “I 
mean, excuse me, sir, that is not what 
I meant.”

“Well then, “he snarled, “what did 
you mean?”

The women shoppers, though 
pretending to be immersed in Lucy’s 
outstanding collection of coconut 
dolls, were, I could see, hanging on 
our every word.

“Quantify,” I said, withdrawing a 
tape measure from the desk drawer. 

“Quantify?” he cried.  “Quantify 
what?”

“Well,” I said, “the width of the 
chair is already known: twenty-seven 
inches.  So, all we have to determine 
is if your maximum girth, or perhaps 
I should say diameter, when fully 
dressed, exceeds twenty-seven 
inches.”

Two women standing by the plate 
display began to titter uncontrollably.

“This is outrageous!” the man 
declared.  “I happen to be a repeat 
customer.  Where’s the owner?  She 
knows me personally.”

“I’m sorry,” I said, leaping out from 
behind the desk, tape measure at the 
ready, “Lucy’s having a pedicure.  But 
I can give you her cell phone number if 
you wish to lodge a formal complaint.”

“Yes, I definitely want to call her.”
“Okay,” I said agreeably, “just let me 

get this measurement first.”  Squatting 
behind his munificent rear end,I 
stretched out the tape.

“Get away from me with that thing!” 
he barked, reaching for the phone.  
“What’s the number?”

Looking through the window, I saw 
Lucy answering the call just as she was 
stepping out of her car.

“Is this Lucy?” the man said.  “I’m 
Ronald Stump, one of your biggest 
clients.  You remember me, don’t you?  
I thought you would.  I’m calling to 
complain about the man you have 
working in your store… what’s he done 
now?  I’ll tell you… will you get the 
hell away from my butt!” he shouted.

I was, at that moment, attempting to 
draw a bead on his Gluteus Maximus 
with my tape measure.  It was quite a 
stretch.  I’m no orangutan, and I almost 
dislocated my shoulder.

“No, I wasn’t talking to you,” he 
said into the phone.  “Yes, he was quite 
rude.  First he wouldn’t let me sit down, 

and now he insists on measuring my 
backside… no, I’m not buying a pair 
of pants!”

“Sir,” I said, straightening up, “I 
was right. Thirty-three and a half 
inches!  A definite no-can-sit-u-ation.  
In fact, you’ve set a new record.  
Congratulations!  You’ve won a free 
Girth Certificate!  And, a Lucy Cucu 
calendar!  And, a six-star rating on 
HipAdvisor!”

“What is going on here?” Lucy said, 
stalking into the shop and glaring at 
the tape dangling limply from my 
hand.

“Honey,” I informed my wife, “we 
have a winner!”

“Mr. Stump,” she said, “I am so 
sorry.  My husband ran out of his 
meds again and…”

“This man is your husband?” 
“Afraid so.  According to the 

veterinarian, he has a chemical 
imbalance in his brain and is not 
responsible for his actions.”

“Ruff! Ruff!” I barked helpfully. 
“Oh, there’s no problem,” Mr. 

Stump chirped.  “I can’t believe I won 
something!  I’ll take that free calendar 
now.  And the Girth Certificate.  Then 
I’ve got to run.  I’m late for my free 
breakfast.”

I turned to my wife.  “You see, 
honey?  Another happy customer!”



Emergency Line: 911

178-8999 / Emergency: 911

178-8800 / Emergency: 222-1527

In Guadalajara: 01 333 268-2100
Emergency: 01 555 080-2000

Email: conagencypuertov@state.gov
Solution to crossword on page 51

Solution to Sudoku on page 51
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Hospiten 226.2081

222.0923

Ongoing Events & More...

For a comprehensive list of most -if not all- charity groups and 
non-profit organizations in and around PV, you may want to check out: 

ww.puertovallarta.net/fast_facts/non-profit.php

Historical Naval Museum 
(right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) $45. Pesos.

Voladores de Papantla perform @ 6 p.m. 
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.

PLEASE leaf through this issue for the many events that
do not appear here ...and JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

N.B.: All events are subject to change without notice.

Tuesdays & Thursdays - 9:30 a.m. - Humanitarian Tour of 
Corazón de Niña, including brunch.  Reserve: 224-9209

Wednesdays - 4 p.m.  BINGO! - at Nacho Daddy’s 

Mondays to Saturdays - 9 & 11 a.m. + 1 & 3 p.m. - 
El Salado Estuary Mangroves Tours, bilingual guides.  
Reserve at Cell: (322) 201-7361.

Fridays - Shabbat Services & dinner.  
Info & Reservations: Rabbi@chabadvallarta.com

Wednesdays - 8 p.m. - Practilonga! - 
at J&B Dancing Club, Fco. I. Madero 178.  Free!

12 noon to 1 p.m. - Center for Spiritual Living - at the 
Cuale Cultural Center on Isla Cuale  Rev.CorinaScherer 

Thursdays - 6 to 19 p.m. - Marina Market in the Marina
Fridays - 9:30 am - 1:30 pm - Marsol Market - by the pier

Saturdays - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. - 3 Hens & a Rooster 
Market at the Lions’ Club - 280 Fco. Madero

Saturdays - 9 am - 2 pm - Olas Altas Farmers’ Market
at Lazaro Cardenas Park 

11 a.m.-2 p.m. - AngeliCat & Acopio Pet Adoptions - 
at Plaza Caracol
5 p.m. - Bilingual Mass - at Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Sundays - 6 to 7 p.m. - Municipal Band,
7 to 8 p.m. - Danzon Music - Dancing in the main square
SPCA - To find your perfect companion animal rescued by the 

SPCA, please contact spcapv@gmail.com

Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays - 9 a.m. to closing - PETCO 
Cats & Dogs Adoption Center - next to La Comer

Mondays - 11 a.m. - Mahjongg - at Andale’s - 221-5730

Tuesdays & Wednesdays - 10:30 a.m. - IFC Home Tours 
leave Sea Monkey restaurant - www.ifctoursforvallarta.com 

Tuesdays - 9:30 a.m. - Free Malecon Sculpture Tours - 
meet at the Millennium sculpture next to Hotel Rosita

Thursdays - 6 p.m. - Free Malecon Sculpture Tours - 
meet at Galeria Pacifico - 174 Aldama 

10:30 a.m.-12 noon - Writers’ Group - at the Boutique 
Theatre, upstairs at Nacho Daddy’s

Saturdays



AEROTRON                  226-8440   
AIR CANADA   01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA           01 800 252-7522 
AMERICAN      01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL         See United
DELTA              01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER        01 800 432-1359
INTERJET         01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY   01 800 924-6184
UNITED             01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS    01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO  01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST    01 800 435 9792
WESTJET           01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS            01 551 102-8000
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Animal lovers! These are the 
Facebook pages of some PV 

non-profits that love them too.
animalistas de puerto vallarta

25,000+ friends
PV AnimalAc 1,800+ friends

PV’s Animal Shelter
pv mexico adopt foster and 

flight angels 1,400+ members
assists PV’s Animal Shelter

Friends of Puerto Vallarta Animals
8,300+ followers

assists PV’s Animal Shelter
PuRR Project 

1,300+ followers
www.purrproject.com

AngeliCat 
8,700+ followers
Paraíso Felino

1,400+ followers
Match Dog Com Puerto Vallarta

2,500+ followers
MexPup

7,500+ followers
www.mexpup.com

Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic
1,800+ followers
Peace Animals

6,600+ followers
www.peaceanimals.org

9 a.m. – English Services, also Bilingual Services on Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
– at Calvary Chapel (non-denominational) by Hotel Las Palmas
9:30 a.m. – English Worship Service – First Baptist Church, 
next to Park Hidalgo
9:30 a.m. - Grace Vineyard Church Bilingual at Westin Resort & Spa 
in the PV Marina, 9:30 - English, 10 - Español.
10 a.m. - Traditional Christian communion service – at the Anglican 
Church Puerto Vallarta (formerly Christ Church by the sea)
10 a.m. – English Services w/communion, Anglican/Episcopal – 
at Christ Church by the Sea – Plaza Genovesa
10:30 a.m. – Christian Worship in Paradise – 
Bilingual music / worship at Act II



48

Can be found at CANMEX Computers. 
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs, Data 
Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware upgrades, 
Graphic Design, House-calls available. Cellular 044-
322-157-0688 or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com

Ronnie Bravo

This past week, Samsung “unveiled” 
their new Galaxy S10 smartphones 
for 2019.  I used sarcastic quotes 
above for the word unveiled, because 
the leaks of info leading up to any 
new Samsung product announcement 
these days, are timed like a well-
timed military exercise.  We almost 
always know everything about a 
new Samsung smartphone or tablet, 
well in advance of the actual formal 
announcements.  Hats off to the 
Samsung marketing departments once 
again!

After months of leaks and rumors 
that seemed to leave almost nothing 
to the imagination, Samsung finally 
unveiled their new S10 smartphone 
line-up for 2019 and it includes not 
one, two or even three new phones… 
there is a fourth! One leak/rumor 
that proved to be true… and that I’m 
VERY glad to see came true… is “no 
NOTCH” in the display screen!

I’ve hated that notch screen design, 
ever since Apple came out with it 
and everyone jumped on the notch 
bandwagon.  Instead, Samsung has 
a small “hole punch” design, located 
in the upper right side of the display 
screen.  A much less intrusive display 
design!  Finally!  Apple… take note!  
For the S10, there is a 6.1” AMOLED 
screen and the S+ has a 6” screen - 
same resolution and quality on both 
sizes.

One feature I really like in the new 
screen of the S10, is the in-display 
“ultrasonic” fingerprint reader.  Gone 
is the fingerprint sensor on the back.  
I hope Apple comes out with the in-
screen fingerprint scanner too.  

The Galaxy S10 and S10+ also 
pack triple-lens cameras on the back 
- a 12MP standard lens, a 16MP wide 
angle lens and a 12MP telephoto 
lens.  On the front is a standard 10MP 
lens… so 4 cameras in total! 

Battery on the S10 is nice 3400mAh 
and the S10+ comes in at a very 
practical 4100mAH.  Both have 
wireless charging, and the s10+ has a 
ceramic back option.  There’s a bump 
up in processor power over the S9, 
storage for both start at 128GB of 
space, RAM starts at 8GB for both, 
and both also still have a 3.5mm 
headphone jack. 

 Realistically, the main difference 
between the base S10 and the base 
S10+ is screen size and battery size... 
and $100. U.S.  The S10 starts at $899. 
U.S. and the S10+ starts at $999. U.S. 
and both come with Bluetooth 5.0 and 
Android 9 (Pie).

Now to compete with the iPhone 
XR economical smartphone, Samsung 
has its own affordable offering 
with the $749. U.S. Galaxy S10e.  
This smartphone gets you the same 
powerful Snapdragon 855 processor 
as the S10 and a 5.8” Dynamic 
AMOLED display.  Missing is just the 

triple-camera rear and the in-screen 
fingerprint sensor of the S10. 

The Galaxy S10e has a dual 12MP 
rear camera and the fingerprint 
sensor is actually on the side, in the 
aluminum frame here. Battery is 
3100mAh and starting storage 128GB 
with 6GB RAM. This phone could 
make be an appealing option for those 
who Samsung fans that miss the days 
of smaller (and cheaper) smartphones.

As I wrote a short while ago, 
“folding smartphones” are now here.  
Samsung’s foldable phone is finally 
official: the Galaxy Fold.  This handset 
measures an odd candy bar shape, of 
4.6-inches when folded, but when 
opened up, becomes an impressive 
7.3-inch tablet, with an Infinity Flex 
Display.

The Fold’s hinge system keeps 
things looking seamless when open, 
but when closed has an odd 8-10mm 
gap on the left side (where the hinge 
is and screen folds).  When closed in 
phone mode, the Fold’s small screen 
size looks out of place to be honest.  
This is however a true multi-task 
switch between phone and tablet 
mode and you can run up to three apps 
at the same time on the tablet screen.  

This futuristic phone has a total of six 
cameras, has a bigger processor and 
12GB of RAM for fast multitasking. 

Base storage size for the Galaxy 
Fold is 512 GB, the fingerprint sensor 
is on the side frame for some reason 
here and it will come in 4 colors… 
Space Silver, Cosmos Black, Martian 
Green (really!?!) and Astro Blue.  
Price for the Galaxy Fold will start 
at… (are you sitting down?) $1980. 
U.S.  Wow… have we really gone 
there?  Availability will be in April, 
for those of you who are seriously 
considering this one.

As I mentioned before, from a 
technical perspective, the folding 
screen idea is something I can 
admire. But from a practical (and a 
wallet) standpoint, I don’t think this 
is something that most people need, 
want, or have the cash to spend on 
something like this.  I doubt I’m 
alone in this.  I think this type of 
smartphone, is just something the big 
boyz have dreamed up, and now have 
to convince us consumers, that we 
need it.  Good luck with that.

That’s all my time for now.  If 
you’d like to download this article 
or previous ones, you can do so at 
www.RonnieBravo.com and click 
on “articles”.  See you again next 
week... until then, remember: only 
safe Internet!
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First-time visitors to Puerto Vallarta 
are quickly dazzled by the region’s 
abundance of birdlife and all of its 
colorful glory.  The Yellow-winged 
Cacique (Cassiculus melanicterus) a 
locally prolific species, is one that sticks 
out right away and neophytes to Mexican 
birding are often quick to point their 
fingers toward them shouting, “What’s 
that?”  Their brilliant yellow over jet 
black is indeed an attention demanding 
combination and the male’s crests are 
reminiscent of a rastaman’s dreadlocks 
or the headdress of a Caribbean 
chieftain.  Add to this their raucous calls 
and highly entertaining social behavior 
and you get a sense of why they can be 
definite crowd-pleasers.

For most serious local bird enthusiasts 
though, Caciques are a bit too ubiquitous 
here in the PV region to distract these 
focused naturalists from quests to sight 
the seldom-seen or rare - at least this 
has been the case until now.  Early 
this year, birders visiting the Vallarta 
Botanical Garden (VBG) first noticed 
what looked very much like a Yellow-
winged Cacique, except the plumage 
was strikingly different... this novel new 
bird has a yellow head and crest!  Since 
the normal head and neck coloration 
is completely black, this has caused a 
sensation among the birding community 

Greg R. Homel

Neil Gerlowski

A recent observation at the Vallarta Botanical Garden may be the first-ever documentation of a spectacular color anomaly of the Yellow-winged Cacique.

Executive Director, 
Vallarta Botanical Garden

The Vallarta Botanical Garden’s new 
resident schizochroic Yellow-winged 
Cacique. Note the pale legs and compare 
that to the normal dark pigmentation 
seen in the photo above.  

Greg R. Homel is an ornithologist, 
award-winning international nature 
photojournalist, documentary film 
producer, and lecturer.  He lives and works 
from his home within the magnificent Los 
Padres National Forest, California, USA 
(home of the California Condor) and from 
his second home in Puerto Vallarta.  A 
birder-naturalist since childhood, Greg 
founded Natural Elements Productions 
in 1986 and Natural Encounters Birding 
Tours shortly thereafter. Now he travels the 
globe on a full-time basis in search of rare 
and little-known birds and other wildlife.  
Mexico, and Puerto Vallarta in particular, 
take a special place in Greg’s heart and 
mind as a birder and environmentalist.  His 
website dedicated to the Puerto Vallarta 
Region is <www.birdinginpuertovallarta.
com> and his primary website is <www.
naturalencountersbirdingtours.com>.

Neil Gerlowski has served as the 
Executive Director of the VBG since 2010.  
He helped form this garden’s international 
Science Advisory Board which, among 
other activities, is working to study and 
document the diverse native plant life of the 
VBG’s forest preserve as well as participate 
in plant research elsewhere in Mexico and 
abroad.  Neil Gerlowski has a Master’s 
of Arts in Teaching from the University of 
New Hampshire (2001) and successfully 
completed Longwood Gardens’ Fellows 
Program in 2018.

Ornithologist, Author, Photographer, and 
Guide with Natural Encounters Birding 

& Wildlife Photography Expeditions

A schizochroic Yellow-winged Cacique at 
the feeder of the Vallarta Botanical Garden. 

and has researchers checking the 
records to see if this has ever before 
been documented.  So far, the discovery 
of this spectacular color anomaly 
appears to be a first for science.

This freak of nature has bewildered 
more than a few birders; each offering 
a new hypothesis: Is it a hybrid?  An 
aberrant albino?  Does it exhibit 
what’s known as Xanthochromism 
(replacement of normal color by yellow 
pigment)?  Nobody seemed to know.  
Research on this subject, of particular 
fascination to bird photographers, 
reveals that many birds mislabeled 
as Xanthrochroistic are actually what 
is known as Schizochroic (not to be 
confused with Schizophrenic!)

A. O. Gross, in his 1965 
paper, Melanism in North American 
Birds, writes “…[in] non-melanic 
schizochroic individuals, the absence 
of melanin in their plumage leaves 
caratenoid pigments, which might be 
yellow or red, phenotypically.”  This 
applies to members of the American 
Blackbird family (Icteridae), 
especially, and caciques happen to be 
members of that family.

The Yellow-winged Cacique is a 
“near-endemic” species meaning its 
range is almost exclusively limited 
to the political border of Mexico.  
For this reason it is also sometimes 
referred to as the “Mexican Cacique” 
but in this case its range does extend 
down a little into Guatemala as well. 

An adult male yellow-winged Cacique 
with normal plumage.

Here in the PV region, the species is 
relatively common and abundant, but 
the new schizochroic specimen has 
so far only been observed within the 
boundaries of the Vallarta Botanical 
Garden. And one hardly needs to be a 
birding expert to have a chance of seeing 
him there.  Just go to the balcony of the 
Garden’s Hacienda de Oro Visitor Center 
between noon and 1 p.m. when staff 
stocks the bird feeder.  Within minutes, 
a mixed flock - typically dominated 
by Caciques and San Blas Jays - will 
descend upon the smorgasbord of 
tropical fruit and nuts.  On most days, 
the yellow-headed marvel will make an 
appearance and take his turn picking out 
his favorite treats.

Interested in seeing this new 
discovery and other fascinating birds 
firsthand?  The upcoming Vallarta Bird 
and Nature Festival (March 8-10th) is 
a great opportunity to do so among 
fellow bird enthusiasts as well as bird 
photographers and experts from all 
over North America.  Also, Greg R. 
Homel leads birding expeditions and 
bird photography courses all over 
Mexico …and the rest of the planet 
for that matter.  You may contact Greg 

by email <birdingadventures@mac.
com> or visit his website at <www.
birdinginpuertovallarta.com>.

We leave you with two more photos 
from Greg as parting shots.  The first is 
a Yellow-winged Cacique with normal 
plumage, but really showing off its 
radical crest. The second is a final image 
of the Vallarta Botanical Garden’s new 
resident Schizochroic Yellow-winged 
Cacique. What do you think about us 
naming him, “Amarillero?”  (That’s the 
closest thing we could come up with in 
Spanish along the lines of, “Old Yeller.”)
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Planting Roots 
In México

Tommy Clarkson

https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl

In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens, Tommy and 
Patty’s verdant, multi-terraced tropical paradise 
nestled on a hill overlooking the magnificent vista of 
Santiago Bay.  Leisurely meander its curved, paved 
path, experiencing, first hand, a delicious array of 
palms, plants and flowers from all over the world.  
Or e-mail questions to him at olabrisa@gmail.com  
For back issues of “Roots”, gardening tips, tropical 
plant book or to schedule a tropical garden lunch, 
please visit www.olabrisagardens.com

              https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_
Review-g150791-d5984161-Reviews-Ola_Brisa_
Gardens-Manzanillo_Pacific_Coast.html

Tommy Clarkson

But youthful reflections put aside, 
let’s get back to our subject plant.  
The genus Aphelandra is comprised 
of more than 200 species, the 
preponderance of which originated 
in that large South American country.  
Those perhaps most commonly seen 
are this beauty, as well as the A. 
acutifolia, A. rigida, A. sinclairiana, 
Aphelandra squarrosa, A. tetragon, 
and A. tridentata.  Most prefer a life 
in the humid undergrowth. 

Casual perusal of the Zebra 
Plant, adorned by its glossy, dark-
green colored leaves, streaked with 
striking, contrasting white-cream 
veins and yellow, red or orange 
spikes, sporting small, brownish 
flowers, explains their allure.  These 
showy, erect, terminal inflorescences 
are nearly two and a half to nearly 
six inches (6.35 to 15.24 cm long) 
tall, sometimes accompanied by two 
shorter lateral spikes.

It is an erect, compact, evergreen 
shrub sometimes exceeding six feet 
(1.83 meters) in height - however, 
plants grown in indoors or in pots 
rarely exceeds one to two feet 
(30.48-60.96 cm).  On fleshy stems, 
the simple, opposing, oblong, 
broadly elliptic, leathery leaves of 
the Aphelandra squarrosa are of a 
beautiful intense and bright green 
color that contrasts with the white 
veins.  They’re light green color on 
the underside. 

It should be located in a very bright 
place - but not in direct sun and 
protected from drafts.   It requires 
high temperatures, above 65°F 
(18.33°), in summer the ideal would 
be around 70° to 80°F (21.11°-
26.67°C) although after flowering 
you can give a short period of rest 
with slightly cooler temperatures, 
but not lower than 58°F (14°C), 
otherwise, not good things happen!

It requires a well-draining soil 
kept constantly humid - without 
stagnation; very dry or very wet 
substrate causes the leave fall.  
Water frequently at air temperature, 
making sure that the soil is always 
wet and does not dry out.  During 
flowering water it regularly; when 
flowering finishes, reduce the 

Aphelandra squarrosa.   Family:  Acanthaceae
Also known as: Saffron Spike.

(This beauty, most probably, originated in Brazil.  But why/how I 
recall something else, most convolutedly related, is clearly yet another 

example of my particular, thinking process quirkiness!  You see, 
before I completed U.S. Army Officer Candidate School and became a 
commissioned officer - in my callow youth as a junior enlisted man – I 

rather vividly recall a “performer” billed as the “Brazilian Bombshell” 
in near Fort Knox in Louisville, Kentucky… upon further reflection, 

perhaps we’d better just leave that story without further elaboration!  
However, “exceedingly, visually attractive and quite flashy” seem both 

to be most appropriate in both description of the Zebra Plant and in 
recollection of her repertoire of talents.  A’hhh, Brazilian exports!)

amount.  You might wish to dampen 
the leaves from time to time, which 
will help to maintain humidity if the 
ambient temperature is too high.  
But keep in mind - it’s a sensitive 

sort.  Too much or too little water 
can quickly cause the leaves to drop.

The leaves can be cleaned 
occasionally with a soft, damp cloth 
while holding them with one hand to 

prevent breakage.  If potted, maintain 
the humidity of the plant by placing 
the pot on a wide plate, saucer filled 
gravel or flat, broken tile pieces so 
as to ensure that it doesn’t come into 
direct contact with the bottom of the 
pot.  This could cause the roots to rot.

If it is losing leaves, that’s 
generally a result of being 
improperly located with either too 
much sun or more cool temps than 
it wants.  The Aphelandra squarrosa 
prefers its root feet in a mix of one 
part sand, another of mulch, and 
two parts of fibre de coco (coir or 
coconut fiber) – which I acquire in 
massive bales!  I encourage that you 
water it frequently to prevent the soil 
from drying out.  Feed it every two 
weeks, during the growing season, 
with a diluted liquid fertilizer It 
does not need some sort of highly 
scientific pruning - merely cut the 
flower spike when they wither so 
that new buds might emerge.  When 
the flower spike begins to form, 
increase its feeding to once a week.  
A good balanced fertilizer is equal 
proportions of nitrogen, phosphorus 
and potassium, such as marked on 
the package - 30:30:30.

Zebra Plants can most easily be 
reproduced by springtime cuttings.  
But, regardless of its age or size, in 
dry environs they can be attacked by 
woodlice and aphids.  And, lastly, 
while not considered as poisonous to 
pets, its sap can cause skin irritation 
in some people who have certain 
allergies. It is an erect, 

compact, 
evergreen shrub 

sometimes 
exceeding six 
feet in height

This beauty, most probably, 
originated in Brazil. 

Ahhh, Brazilian 
exports!



Solution on Page 46

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row, 
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box). 

Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits 
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain 
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.

It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might 
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline 
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.

Tom Pepper | Will Shortz  |       New York Times

Solution on Page 46
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