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You are here, finally!
We wish you a warm

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at
the maps on this page, you will note that PV (as the locals call it) is on
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in
the Pacific. Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

Welcome

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION: 350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny
days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and the
rainy season extends from late June to early October.
FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer,
raccoon, etc.
SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine
National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where
diving is allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of
any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit of
the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter.
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected species, arrive to
its shores to lay their eggs.
ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism,
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture,
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon,
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.
CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in
Mexico although Canadian and American dollars are widely
accepted.
BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes.
Current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and passengers
must purchase a new ticket every time they board another
bus. There are no “transfers”.
TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port

that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates
per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown,
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help
you check it out or lodge a complaint.
Uber has also been available in PV for the past year or so.
Download their app in your smartphone.
TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time,
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La Cruz
de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc. North
of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.
TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long
distance calls from your hotel room. Some establishments
charge as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!
CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from the U.S. and
Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322,
then the seven digit number of the person you’re calling. Omit
the prefix if dialling a land line.
LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 10%-15% of the bill
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids,
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave,
ask «La cuenta, por favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.
MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio),
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners. Better
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yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from your
account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money at
your hotel. Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.
WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed
version of all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa,
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that
the original “small town” flavor is maintained downtown, in
the Old Town and on the South Side.
DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican vacation
must inevitably lead to an encounter with Moctezuma’s
revenge is just that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for
human consumption. It is one of only two cities in Mexico that
can boast of such accomplishment. True, the quality of the
water tested at the purification plant varies greatly from what
comes out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On
the other hand, most large hotels have their own purification
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled
water just about anywhere.
EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often
fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta.
Many would like to bring it back with them, but believe that the
laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for
more info: 293-3690.
LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take
one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. Before
boarding, make sure you have a map and take note of the
places you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten path.
Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes you. And
don’t worry - this is a safe place.

Cover Photo:

“Flowerfall on my terrace”

By Anna Reisman

An Important Notice:
The PVMIRROR wants your views and
comments. Please send them by e-mail to:

avineberg@yahoo.com

PV Mirror es una publicación semanal. Certificados
de licitud de título y contenido en tramite.
Prohibida la reproducción total o parcial de su
contenido, imágenes y/o fotografías sin previa
autorización por escrito del editor.

NOTE:

To Advertisers & Contributors and those with public
interest announcements, the deadline for publication is:

2:00 pm on Monday of the
week prior to publication.

250 words max, full name,
street or e-mail address and/
or tel. number for verification
purposes only. If you do not
want your name published, we
will respect your wishes. Letters
& articles become the property
of the PVMIRROR and may be
edited and/or condensed for
publication. The articles in this
publication are provided for the
purpose of entertainment and
information only. The PV Mirror
City Paper does not accept
any responsibility or liability
for the content of the articles
on this site or reliance by any
person on the site’s contents.
Any reliance placed on such
information is therefore strictly
at such person’s own risk.

avineberg@yahoo.com

Dear Editor,

Welcome to the month of love, or the
month of friendship as the Mexicans call it.
Saint Valentine’s Day is called El Día de la
Amistad.
The town is bursting at the seams with
tourists and snowbirds, there are things to
do and places to see every day. A one-week
vacation just doesn’t suffice. Consequently, I
recommend that you choose wisely according
to the amount of time you have in our little
slice of what so many call paradise.
This week, it is my pleasure to announce
that we have a surprise for all our Frenchspeaking readers in this issue: a new
contributor by the name of Marie-Carole
Daigle who will be publishing a weekly
column for the next little while. We hope that
it will be of interest to those snowbirds from
Québec, La Belle Province, as well as those
francophones who hail from other parts.
Now that all the expats who spend their
winters in Puerto Vallarta are settled in for
the season, our office has fielded phone calls
and emails from folks who cannot find the
PV Mirror …on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.
Which is why I feel I should remind
everyone of a very important fact: the PV
Mirror City Paper depends entirely on its
advertisers for the funds needed to pay for
its printing costs (91% of our total expenses).
The more ads we have, the higher our
circulation could be.
Consequently, if you want us to deliver
more papers to your hotels and condos, the
next time you visit a place you enjoy (that
does not advertise with us), suggest to them
that they should. And of course, please do
support our advertisers, and tell them you
read about them in the PV Mirror.
Until next time, I wish you happiness,
health and peace.
Allyna Vineberg
Editor / Publisher

Yesterday, when walking down San Salvador,
I heard a lot of crowing coming from a 2nd story
‘terrazzo’ at 276 San Salvador, right next to “The
Sportsbar”.
Looking up I noticed quite a few pathetically
small cages, chicken-wired and some roosters
were standing on the metal bars, making loud
noises, obviously feeling very uncomfortable.
I reported this sad fact to the PV SPCA but am
aware that they do not have either the authority
or the funds to see that these birds have a life.
No officer can come and check out how life is for
these birds.
Are they used for cock- fighting and are people
who own them allowed by law to provide this
little for living birds?
Roosters are animals and should have the right
to a decent life. They should not be kept in such
an inhumane way and I am appalled that this is a
fact of life in this sunny, artsy, touristy City.
To me it’s cruel and disgusting and whoever
keeps these birds in this way should be ashamed
of themselves.
It only ruined my day, but it surely ruins the
lives of these beautiful roosters who deserve a life
as much as we do.
Madelon Keij

Dear Editor,
For the past 15 plus years, we have been
coming to this lovely city from Canada. We have
enjoyed our visits to Puerto Vallarta, but on this
trip we have noticed something that saddens us:
Young people obviously “at work”, but staring
at their cell phones. Walking past, they hesitate
for a brief second only long enough for one word
(such as) massage, lunch or adventure. Then just
as quickly, back to the phone.
Residents have a very short opportunity to engage
tourists... a very important source of income for
either them or the people they work for.
Put your phones away, engage the tourists.
You’ll make your employees happy and who
knows... you may just “sell me something”!
Brian Lehman
Continues on next page...
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Continues from last page...

Dear Editor,

Jim in the Marina

Dear Editor,
I was very optimistic until today about the
new buses and [maybe?] new drivers.
About 11:30 we caught a Juntas bus behind Ley.

When we got to Francia, a Spanish speaking
lady got on board with a 20-peso note and asked
for change. None of us had any. Then a hombre
got on behind her, and handed the driver a 20peso note and sat down. The lady got off. After
we drove about 50 feet, the driver called the
hombre up and gave him 10 pesos in change.
Somewhere there’s a horse missing its a$$.
Larry McLaughlin

Dear Editor,
With all the dining choices here in the Bay of
Banderas, we often choose Mismaloya Grill.
It is located on the terrace level of La Jolla de
Mismaloya Condominios on the beautiful south
shore.
The setting is one of the best in the entire area
with a “Cote d’Azur” atmosphere, gracious
and friendly service, delicious food and great
prices. Pablo and his crew consistently make
dining there a delightful experience. We highly
recommend it.
Suzanne & Jack Kirkpatrick

(See location number on Central Map)

Manners Missing in PV
This article was first published in 2015 and
with recent additions for 2019, once again it
stands the test of time and unfortunately it also
shows not much has changed.
The bus system here in PV is a great way to
get around for both the locals and “visitors”
alike. There does however seem to be an
attitude amongst some of the “visitors” that
leads one to believe that they have left their
manners and values at home.
My wife and I use the bus on many occasions
and during the times that the bus is crowded I
do not hesitate to get up and offer my seat to
a lady or small child, after all it is only good
manners to do so.
Lately it seems that many women and small
children are forced to stand during their ride
while many men remain seated, thus the title of
my article “Manners Missing….”.
The most recent occasion where I witnessed
this occurrence was Saturday, Jan. 26, on my
way to El Centro [downtown] via the Marina.
The bus was very crowded (Americans and

Canadians and possible other visitors of the
male species) and at one point, there were four
ladies and another holding a small child that
boarded the bus. I immediately got up and gave
her and the child my seat. All of the other men,
whom looked to be fit enough to stand, did not
make a move to ask any of the other ladies to sit.
I have to ask, how were these men raised?
As a youngster, it was impressed upon me that
men should always give their seats to ladies.
Sure, there may have been some men that
were incapacitated that day and it was hard to
determine, BUT for not one of them to make a
move, especially when the ladies were standing
next to them, shows their ignorance and does
not put us other North Americans in a good
light. I might add all the men seemed to have no
problem getting off the bus and walking away.
Let’s bring back good manners.

17
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Within PV

Adriana Basail a.k.a. The Tamale diva

The Olas Altas Farmers’ Market is located at Lazaro Cardenas Park,
with its beautiful mosaic decorated plaza, right in heart of the Romantic
Zone on the south side of town.
Dear clients and visitors,
For security reasons, we have made a few changes in our vendors’
locations. All vendors using gas stoves were moved to the food court.
Like Nariza Thai food, Angela Quintero with her wonderful Mexican
tacos & burritos stand, Aleo with his warm coloured tortillas and his
great totopos, so please look for your favorite food stand there.

Also, some food court vendors were
relocated and are now next to the large music
stage, these vendors are: Hawaiian poket
bowl, as well as Paco and Griselda Indian
“hindu” food. They will be all waiting for
you… Alquimiate natural remedies for
humans and their pets, Raul with T-shirts and
Refresca with their fresh, cooling drinks!
This week’s vendor:
Rita Miranda and her famous paella.
Rita lived in Spain were she met her husband
and learned the Spanish culinary secrets. She
has had success with her mixed paella, and
also her individual delicious Spanish tortillas.
PLEASE come early as she sells out!
Also, please check the tamale gourmet
stand, try the most amazing tamal that has for nine seasons been the
tamal for “not tamal people”, because they are simply different, light,
fluffy and full of flavor, made with butter and olive oil and incredible
unique fillings, or with Angela who sells traditional tamales and her
specialty: wonderful empanadas.
Our market wants a better planet, so we’re going green, encouraging
you and your friends to bring your own shopping bags and containers.
Early risers will find nice hot coffee. Some vendors are there earlier and
some sell out fast. We are open from 9:30 to 2 p.m. every Saturday!
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John Warren
I was brought up in an era when “children
were to be seen and not heard” and when
misbehaviour in the classroom resulted in
six whacks with a cane on my butt by my
teacher, but these attitudes of adults towards
children are no longer appropriate and have,
rightfully, been changed.
The United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child acknowledges that
children have the right to express their
opinions and to have those opinions heard
and acted upon when appropriate.
The treaty sets out the civil, political,
economic, social, health and cultural rights of
children. Nations that ratify this convention
are bound to it by international law. Currently,
every member of the United Nations - except
the USA - is party to it. As a result of
Canada’s ratification, that country made
major changes to its youth criminal laws,
resulting in the Youth Criminal Justice Act
which went into effect on1 April 2003 and
specifically refers to Canada’s commitments
to children under the Convention. Mexico
ratified it in 1990.
But how do we know if the lofty goals of
this treaty of the United Nations are actually
being followed in classrooms?
Well, there happens to be an English
charity, the Seaver Foundation, that does
evaluations of children’s programs around
the world including the Middle East, Africa,
Europe and Latin America/Mexico. In the
past 5 years they have conducted about 20
surveys, interviewing only children - no
teachers and no adults. They want to find out
what the children think of the programs they
are part of.
In Puerto Vallarta, in 2018, three
professionals,
skilled
in
techniques
interviewing and evaluating children’s
responses, spent two weeks in the PV
neighborhood of Volcanes, speaking to
the children at the Volcanes Community
Education Project (VCEP) where they
interviewed 106 children in their program
from grades 2 through 6.
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VCEP was started in 2011 in an abandoned
elementary school building. Now in its
eighth year, it has an enrolment of 400
students who come, voluntarily, each day to
the program, before or after attending their
regular public school. Classes are from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. and the Community Library is
open until 9 p.m.
VCEP receives no funding from any level
of the Mexican government. It is funded
entirely by donations, scholarships and
support from individuals and local businesses
and organizations, including the International
Friendship Club (IFC). Now that abandoned
elementary school houses a computer lab,
two English classrooms, a library, a Spanish
reading intervention classroom and a music
classroom. All rooms have a large-screen
TV and internet/Skype capabilities. There’s
a book club on alternate Saturday mornings,
a supplemental math class, a kids’ club and
two soccer teams.
The scholarship program is open to
students from grade 7 through university.
Each one must maintain a GPA of 8.5
and perform service to community four
hours per month. Eighty students are now
receiving scholarships funded by people
and organizations who want to make a
difference. Twenty-five of these students are
in university; two are in fourth year medical
school!
Oops! I’m out of space. More on the
results of the Seaver evaluation of VCEP
next week.

Gregg Sutton

Get out your party hats, put on your dancing shoes and mark
the date on your calendar: Friday, February 8th, for the first South
Side Shuffles of the month.
The Shuffle, now in its ninth season, is put on every second
Friday by a large group of businesses centered on the 200 and
300 blocks of Basilio Badillo, in the heart of the Romantic Zone.
The party goes from six to ten pm, and is an event that both locals
and visitors look forward to with great anticipation.
The participating businesses (art galleries, shops, restaurants,
clubs and theaters) all serve complimentary beverages. Whether
you want to meet our local artists, or do some serious shopping, or
listen to some great music, or just walk around Vallarta’s favorite
neighborhood soaking up the festive atmosphere, the Shuffle is a
wonderful way to spend your Friday night.
The majority of the participating businesses are located on the
200 and 300 blocks of Basilio Badillo. But there are also some
great places to stop on nearby Constitution Street. In fact, the
organizers have made sure that this experience is a “compact”
one. All the participants are located in a short two block stretch,
so no matter how “happy” you get with all your complimentary
drinks, you can still visit every location with ease.
The Shuffle has so much to offer. One of the main attractions
is shopping. By chance, many of Vallarta’s finest shops and
galleries are located on the principle block of the party. Fine
art, jewelry and Mexican crafts of the very best quality can be
found in abundance, not to mention some great food and fabulous
entertainment.
All the businesses on this magical stretch of Basilio Badillo
and Constitución streets have something special to offer. For the
opportunity to ogle, mingle, tipple and even purchase some really
wonderful art, it is an event not to be missed. The Southside
Shuffle really is a must. You’ll have a ton of fun.

So don’t forget to put it on your calendar:
Friday, February 8th from 6 to 10 p.m.

NEXT SHUFFLES: Feb. 22 & Mar. 8
7

Every Tuesday and Wednesday morning, the famous IFC Home Tours
take residents and tourists in Puerto Vallarta to experience some of the more
beautiful and interesting homes in and around town. These tours have been
running for since 1985.
Our Home Tours showcase three or four unique homes each week,
ranging from small, traditional style casas to multi-million-dollar beachfront
condos and villas.  You’ll travel in comfort on our air-conditioned tour
bus while enjoying an entertaining narrative by our friendly tour guides.
Net proceeds from the tours support the International Friendship
Club’s Cleft Palate Surgery Program and almost thirty other charities.
Tours leave the Sea Monkey restaurant, on the beach at calle Aquiles
Serdán, at 10:30. A great way to start your day is to have coffee and breakfast
at the restaurant before you start. These tours involve walking on inclines,
paths, cobblestones and stairs.   Tour participants should have good mobility
and balance. Comfortable walking shoes are advised. Handicap access is
not available. Picture taking is invited so don’t forget your camera!
The cost of tickets is just $700 pesos. You can pay with a credit or debit
card through PayPal by going to www.toursforvallarta.com Seating is
limited so purchasing advance tickets is suggested to ensure availability.
In over 500 reviews, TripAdvisor rates our tours as 94% Excellent and 4%
Very Good. We are confident that you will have a good time for a good cause.
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Loteria originated in Spain and was
introduced to Mexico in 1887. The initial
intent of the game was to help soldiers
pass the time by playing the game. Any
royalties from the game were given to
the “Save the children foundation”.
The Palm Cabaret & Bar, located at
508 Olas Altas in the South Side, will
host a Loteria game / party on Mondays,
Feb 4 & 18 and Mar 4 & 18 at 4:00
PM. Proceeds from the event will go to
support spay and neuter clinics as well to
conduct puppet shows to educate young
children on how to care for their pets.

Gloria Sue
a.k.a. Mama Vallarta

and evening), dresses, pants, swimsuit
cover-ups, etc. all handmade original
designs. She is originally from
Torreon, Coahuila, but has been a
resident of Puerto Vallarta for about 6
years. She says her prices are really
good, so maybe you should stop on by
and keep her to her word.
Ciro, with his vast array of Mexican
candies, fruit candies, and nuts has

(See location number on Central Map)

Did you miss us last Saturday? We
surely missed you!
Even with all of the notices and
ads, we still missed a few (boohoo).
Old vendors and new are returning
with glee.
But there’s still one more “dark”
date (February 16th) and then we’re
home free!!
At the Lions’ Club on Saturday
from 9 to 1 we’ll be here.
We’re a friendly, happy marketplace
with a relaxed atmosphere.
Have a bite to eat, a sweet or just
stroll around
While enjoying Martin and his
musical sound.
Our Featured Vendors of the Week:
Maria Teresa Salazar Gonzalez
has Diseños de modas -clothing
designs- for all sizes.
She makes beautiful blouses (day

been around the markets for many
years and has finally joined our market.
Ciro caramelizes fresh nuts right here
on the scene and, of course, you may
sample anything you would like to try.
Tony Lopez of I Love My
Dog Treats and Accessories has
beautifully hand-woven designs on
leather dog collars, leashes and even
belts. He also makes (from cedar
wood) the most adorable marionettes
of all types, animals and characters.
Tony hails from Toluca, Mexico,
but has lived in our little pueblo for
over 22 years. All of his designs are
original and handmade.
Just a reminder:
I’m saying it again. I know I’ve
said it before Three Hens and a Rooster will be
closed February 16th.
Quote the Mama, NEVERMORE!
We look forward to seeing on
Saturday and in the meantime: Stay
strong and stay positive!

28
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(See location number on Central Map)

Par Marie- Carole Daigle

10 000 membres!
Créé en 2015, le groupe Facebook
compte maintenant quelque 10 000
abonnés.
‶Je m’assure que
tous ceux qui font une demande
d’adhésion sont bien de vraies
personnes avec un vrai visage…
Pour moi, un abonné Facebook qui
s’appelle Tulipe-du-Québec et qui a
une face de chat en guise de photo,
ce n’est pas une vraie personne!
On n’a donc pas ce genre de profil
dans le groupe.″ Quand on sait que
le profil de chacun est vérifié par
Line Lemieux elle-même, on se
dit que la gestion de tout ce monde
doit prendre du temps…
Or, Line Lemieux ne se plaint
pas de devoir consacrer plusieurs
heures par semaine à sa création.
Tout simplement parce que - elle le
reconnaît - elle aime rendre service.
‶J’aime le monde, explique-telle tout bonnement. L’autre jour,
au pique-nique mensuel du ‘Petit
Québec’, une membre m’a affirmé
qu’elle et son mari ne seraient
jamais venus à Vallarta s’ils
n’avaient pas pu profiter de tous les
conseils émanant du groupe. C’est
ce genre de témoignage qui me
donne le carburant pour continuer.″
Notons que, depuis quelques jours,
Line Lemieux peut compter sur le
soutien d’Odette Robert-Lecombe,
qui agit comme administratrice du
groupe. Ouf!
Un brin de fierté
La femme aux mille projets
ne se contente pas de proposer
une tribune où l’on s’échange de
bonnes adresses de restaurants!
‶Elle a deux hamsters dans le
cerveau!″, affirmait récemment
sans ambages une de ses amies

québécoises appelée à nous parler
d’elle. ‶C’est vrai que j’ai parfois
tellement de projets que j’en ai
mal à la tête… avoue l’intéressée.
Je n’ai pas le choix de faire un
peu d’humanitaire, puisque je suis
accro au ‘rendre-service’! Quand
il y a devant moi quelqu’un qui a
un problème, il faut que je trouve
une solution. J’ai déjà organisé
une collecte de couvertures pour
les écoliers d’ici. Eh bien, mon
neveu a entendu parler d’une
‘madame de Puerto Vallarta qui
parle français et qui ramasse des
couvertes’ pendant qu’il était en
attente chez son dentiste… au
Québec! Le mot se passe… Mais
si je peux aider, pourquoi pas?″
Et parmi tous les projets qui
mijotent dans la tête de Line
Lemieux, lequel est le plus
concret, le plus près de se réaliser?
‶Eh bien, j’ai une petite idée que
j’aimerais bien réaliser lorsque
j’irai au Québec cet été… Qui
sait, peut-être que les membres du
Petit Québec de Puerto Vallarta
pourraient s’y rencontrer?″, lancet-elle d’un air espiègle.

Line Lemieux

Fière de son ‶bébé″, Line
Lemieux est aussi fière de sa terre
d’adoption. ‶J’invite tous les
Québécois qui viennent ici à ne pas
hésiter à sortir des sentiers battus,
à aller au-devant de la population
mexicaine. Vous serez bien reçus.
C’est une chose importante que
j’ai apprise, au Mexique: quand
on prend le temps d’aimer l’autre,
de se mettre à sa place et de le
comprendre, tout est beaucoup plus
beau!″
Vous pouvez contacter MarieCarole par courriel: Mcdaigle@
mcdcom.com
Line Lemieux: 322 182 8144

(See location number on Central Map)

Il m’est arrivé quelque chose
d’étrange le jour où j’ai pensé
séjourner à Puerto Vallarta pour
la première fois. Je demande à
quelqu’un de me recommander une
coiffeuse? On me répond: ‶Tu
iras voir Line Lemieux, c’est la
meilleure!″ Je demande à quelqu’un
d’autre de me recommander une
massothérapeute? On me répond:
‶Va voir Line Lemieux: c’est la
meilleure!″ Je m’enquiers de la
possibilité de suivre des cours
d’espagnol? On me répond: ‶Va
voir le mari de Line Lemieux: c’est
le meilleur!″ Mais qui est donc
Line Lemieux?
Line Lemieux, c’est une
Québécoise à la fois calme et
dynamique,
déterminée
mais
ouverte, accueillante et fonceuse.
Et c’est surtout, pour les nombreux
Québécois qui passent par Puerto
Vallarta, la fondatrice d’un groupe
Facebook fermé qui est une
véritable mine d’or d’information:
Le Petit Québec de Puerto Vallarta.
Celle qui vit ici avec son conjoint
mexicain, Rodolfo, est, comme on
le dit, connue comme Barabbas
dans la Passion″ par les Québécois.
Arrivée de Granby il y a 10 ans,
elle a d’abord suivi les diverses
formations
complémentaires
nécessaires pour offrir des services
de coiffure, manucure, etc. Une fois
au travail dans une clinique d’ici,
elle rencontrait nécessairement une
foule de Québécois de passage,
des personnes avec lesquelles
elle cherchait une façon simple
de garder le contact. C’est ainsi
qu’est né Le petit Québec de Puerto
Vallarta.
‶Le Petit Québec, c’est une page
d’échanges, mais aussi un groupe
de gens, précise Line Lemieux.
Il s’adresse aux Québécois
francophones qui vivent ou qui
voudraient vivre à Puerto Vallarta,
de façon permanente ou temporaire.
Le but, c’est de s’entraider, de
trouver des façons de se faciliter la
vie.″
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The Ruach Singers, the leading Canadian
Jewish Contemporary A Cappella group,
performs in the Vallarta area for two nights
only. In their first Mexican tour, the eight-voice
professional ensemble from Toronto joins forces
with the PV Chamber Orchestra on Friday,
February 8th, at 8 p.m., for the “Spirited!” concert
at the auditorium of Paradise Village, 67 Av.
Paseo de los Cocoteros in Nuevo Vallarta (next
to Hospital San Javier). On Saturday, February
9th, the group performs its “Vocal Crossroads:
Tradition Re-envisioned” concert at 7 p.m. at
Incanto, 109 Insurgentes, in Puerto Vallarta.
Creating innovative Hebrew vocal music,
Ruach Singers offers a new take on the traditional
Jewish choral sound, with style cues from
contemporary jazz/pop a cappella and modern
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world music. Ruach Singers are conducted by
Aaron Jensen, an internationally-published
composer, arranger and performer. His works
have been performed across North and South
America, Asia, Europe, and Australia. Aaron’s
music is played on radio stations worldwide. He
has performed, toured and recorded with many
award-winning ensembles.
The PV Chamber Orchestra will play the first
half of the concert and the Ruach Singers will
perform the second half, followed by a finale,
featuring the singers and orchestra together.
All profits from PVCO performances go directly
back to IAM PV (Instituto de Artes Musicales
Puerto Vallarta), a non-profit music education
institute dedicated to bringing concerts and
musical instruction to the younger generations.
Following their Vallarta area concerts, Ruach
Singers will be performing in Mexico City.
Tickets for “Spirited” can be ordered online at
www.iampv.org or purchased at the door. Prices
are: 450 pesos for VIP seating, 350 pesos for General
Seating, and 100 pesos for students and children.
Tickets for “Vocal Crossroads: Tradition Reenvisioned” are $20 U.S. general admission and
$25 US preferred seating, and can be ordered
at www.IncantoVallarta.com (with a small
service charge) or purchased at the venue. For
more information about Ruach Singers, please
visit www.ruachsingers.com
We acknowledge the support of the
Canada Council for the Arts.
Nous remercions le Conseil des arts du
Canada de son soutien.

Born on January 1971 in the
Mexican State of Michoacán,
Alex transferred to Los Angeles,
California after completing
his high school education in
México to pursue a career as
an English teacher and at the
same time, holding different
jobs. One of those turned out
to be at the prestigious gourmet
market Bristol Farms in South
Pasadena where he was certified
as a journeyman master sausage
maker. He committed since day
one to high quality standards.
To this day, he remains a firm
believer of keeping everything
natural, authentic, dedicated
to present the best variety of
traditional sausage recipes from
different countries, such as the
Mediterranean Lamb Merguez,
the Italians, Bratwurst, Kielbasa,
et al. As well as coming up
with his own creations, which
was always encouraged by
management as sales went up
and fame developed.
Now in Vallarta, about 4 years
ago, out of his desire to make his
own gourmet sausages at home
to enjoy with his partner, he
requested a little grinder/stuffer
to friends who were about to
visit them in Vallarta. Then he
got the best meats, casings and
spices he could find, making
them now in small batches,

everything from scratch, meaning
roasting garlic cloves, seeds,
crushing them by hand using a
molcajete, plucking mint, cilantro,
parsley and other herbs, leaf by
little leaf, and remaining faithful
to the traditional recipes, and even
improving on some as meats and
ingredients were found to be better
and fresher here.
After word -and the wonderful
smell of grilled sausages- spread
in the neighborhood, neighbors,
friends and foe starting requesting
sausages to buy from him, he had
his freezer full of lamb, chicken
and Italian sausages. He once
had some people over for a grilled
sausage sampling extravaganza
and they all bought everything left

in the freezer. That started a little
home business where Alex would
make the sausages MSG, nitrates
and preservative-free, quick-freeze
them and sell them on one of the
Saturday markets and online,
and offer free delivery in the
Vallarta area. Well, that escalated
quickly and after not even a year
in business, he started taking
his sausages as far as San Blas,
Nayarit! He was very happy to
have a home-based business where
he could be at home and take care
of his wonderful partner, who was
fighting a bone infection, being
homebound for over a year.
When his partner decided to be
so rude as to go to Heaven and
leave him behind, Alex took care of

everything to be able to take his
ashes back to PA, sell the condo,
pay all the debt and got ahead
by initially pushing the sausage
business to double his clientele,
for which he will be forever
grateful to all clients, friends,
fans and supporters.
He is now in business at Alex
Sausage Market, next to Colin’s
butcher shop by the small tunnel
in the Romantic Zone on the south
side of town, at 476 Carranza,
open daily from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
where he not only has his 20+
varieties of fresh, homemade,
all natural gourmet sausages,
made out of pork, lamb, beef,
chicken, turkey and even Vegan
varieties, but also specialty items
such as grits, Tallamook cheese,
Daisy (real) sour cream, organic
coconut yogurt, coffees, honey,
produce, groceries, hot coffee,
cold beer, etc., etc.
Alex would like to take the
opportunity to express his
gratitude to all who have made
this possible, for the support,
spreading the word, visiting,
cheering, encouraging and
promising to keep on improving
and maybe one day, he could
keep up to the speed things
are going in his shop. You can
reach him with your questions at
niniviteminister@hotmail.com
or 322 120-1841.

13

(See location number on Central Map)

It was a Saturday midday when Steven Retchless
and
I found time to meet up, at home. Generally,
Joseph Brant
this day is his only one off work each
week. But in the run-up to the first ever Pole Pageant in
Puerto Vallarta, the days are all busy now.
“Yesterday I had rehearsals for Gershwin,” he said,
referencing a new musical revue. “Should I mention that
I’m a choreographer at Act II? We finally opened the last
show of the season. So now I have all my attention set
on the Pole Pageant and my retreat.”
In the previous week, he’d approached businesses for
sponsorships and permissions to post his promotional
material, and designed the physical tickets while
negotiating with a vendor to facilitate sales online for the
accompanying ONE Pole Retreat. “This entire thing is a
one man show!” he said.
Steven is tall, with a dancer’s physique, and towers
above us all when he’s in five-inch heels. All of 30 years old, his is a
boyish disposition with an even mix of masculine and feminine, a stark
contrast to the brassy attitude one might anticipate given his confidence,
the assertiveness when he performs, and the gendered limitations of the
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uninitiated. He’s excited about this event, particularly because it’s an
opportunity to showcase his world-renowned talent to a local audience
- he’s not ever performed here in Vallarta, a city that he
has called home not once but twice in his lifetime.
“Back in 1980s my uncles were big in the time share
business,” he said, “and they sold time shares in Hawaii,
Acapulco, Puerto Rico, Singapore, and they ended up
living here because it was their favorite place. My mom
packed us all up and moved here in 1987. I was three
months old.” He’s lived here in Vallarta now, his second
turn, for three years and his mother, whom I met a few
months ago, lives here again too. She told me then
that it was important for her at the time to expose her
children to the multitude of opportunity that a United
States experience could provide.
“When I was in high school, I went to the Las Vegas
Academy of the Performing Arts,” he said. “One of my
friends dropped out in senior year to become a stripper. She’d come to
school with a new car that she bought. She looked like she was an adult
and making her own decisions. I would go and watch her perform, and
I fell in love with pole dancing.”

It wasn’t until many years later, in New York City, that he gained more
formal training in the art. The time in between, in Vegas and then LA
before NYC, Steven engineered his own makeshift poles and taught
himself. “This was before YouTube,” he said, “so I just put it up and
danced with it. In college I built a pole in the welding and woodshop
class that I was in. It was amazing, a 5x5 foot stage, 3 feet off the
ground, and my pole was 15 feet high. I metal-welded the frame, cut the
wood, drilled holes in the metal…”
Speaking of YouTube, be sure to search out his appearances on
‘America’s Got Talent’ from 2011. At the time, he was the world’s only
male pole dancer. Since then he’s traveled the globe, from South and
Central America to Europe, the Middle East, Asia, and Australia, and
watched the industry of
male pole dancing blossom.
He threw me a long
sigh when I asked if — in
order to promote the Pole
Pageant next month — he
had any plans for a pop-up
performance at La Noche
or even in the lobby ahead
of one of Mama Tits’
shows (Mama Tits will
host the Pole Pageant).
“Pole dancers, pole fitness
people, don’t just go to a
bar and start performing,”
he said. “It’s more of a
theater setting, with lights
and specific music and there’s a routine. It’s not just a freestyle.”
The retreat and the pageant are two distinct events. The retreat is
for professionals who travel here to hone their craft, build community
and, of course, experience Puerto Vallarta. The pageant is for everyone.
“It’s a unique show that’s never been done in Vallarta before,” he said.
“It’s queer-themed, inclusive to everyone. It’s a chance to get to see
me perform, and some really amazing guest performers from Cirque du
Soleil and winners from all the international competitions that are out
there. And of course, Mama Tits is great.”
“We’re a very accepting community,” he said, circling back to the
uniqueness, the virtues of the pole. “We’re pro-individualism. We don’t
shame anyone who is a stripper or works in the sex industry. There’s a
large section of the pole community that totally braces the sensuality of
pole dancing, and there’s the other half that are into the fitness, flexibility
and artistry.”
“The difference is that we’re pole dancing for ourselves,” he added.
“We’re gaining self-confidence, self-expression, strength, a sisterhood.
That’s what we gain from it. Pole dancers are a unique group of people.
In the community, people are always going to want to equate pole
dancing with strippers but pole dancers, because they’ve embraced
something in themselves, their divine femininity or masculinity, pole
dancing reminds adults that they’re allowed to play and have fun.”
“There are so many men like me in the pole industry who are
androgynous and gender-bending and I was thinking there should be
a pole dance competition specifically for these guys. When I had the
idea, I just went for it, to bring the idea into reality. I had this dream and
I thought, if no one else is gonna do it, I’ll bring it into reality and see
how it goes.”
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MOVIE: I received an email
accusing me of writing “Garbage”
when I wrote last week that Germany
did not start The Great War a.k.a. WWI.
A Serbian assassinated the crown
prince of Austria.
The AustroHungarian Empire gave an ultimatum to
Serbia. The ultimatum was delivered on
July 24, 1914. Russia, an ally of Serbia,
announced the Austro-Hungarian
combine must not attack Serbia.
The next day Serbia agreed to all
but two of the ultimatum’s terms.
Upon learning this, Kaiser Wilhelm
II, emperor of Germany, issued a
statement that Austria-Hungry no
longer had justified cause for war.
This was ignored. On July 28, AustroHungarian military preceded to bomb
Belgrade. On July 31, Germany sent a
one-day ultimatum for Russia to stop
mobilization.
Germany also asked France to
promise neutrality if war broke out
between Russia and Germany. Russia
continued to mobilize. France refused
to respond.
Emperor Wilhelm, that night, wrote
the following: “I no longer have
any doubt that England, Russia and
France have agreed among themselves
- knowing that our treaty obligations
compel us to support Austria - to use
the Austro-Serb conflict as a pretext for
waging a war of annihilation against
us ... Our dilemma over keeping faith
with the old and honourable Emperor
has been exploited to create a situation
which gives England the excuse she
has been seeking to annihilate us with
a spurious appearance of justice on
the pretext that she is helping France
and maintaining the well-known
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Balance of Power in Europe, i.e.,
playing off all European States for her
own benefit against us.”
My point last week was that the
flame that lit the fuse for WWI was
the assassination of Austria’s crown
prince. The assassin was not German.
What history seems to forget is
William II’s attempt to avoid war.
But yes, once it was clear war was
inevitable, Germany mobilized and
declared war.
My point regarding current affairs
was one has to be careful to try and
absorb all the news, not just bits and
pieces that the winners write.
& MADNESS: First I want to
answer those who emailed me asking
why I didn’t blame the Democrats
for the government partial shutdown.
Simple – Trump’s party had control of
both the House and the Senate for the
last two years. Why couldn’t he get
his funding passed for that 5.7 billion
to build a wall then when his party
controlled everything?
I do give Trump credit for realizing
that what was happening could
not go on. The report from the Air
Traffic Controller’s Union was about
as chilling as I have ever read: Men

and women working 10-hours a day
six days a week. I also think it unfair
to call Trump’s action “caving”. It’s
called compromising.
On another note: Time to
address those who claim Mueller’s
investigation is a witch hunt. The
following is a list of what it has
achieved – so far.
● George Papadopoulos, former
Trump campaign foreign policy
adviser - arrested July 2017. Pled
guilty October 2017.
● Paul Manafort, Trump’s former
campaign chair. Indicted on 25 counts
concerning his work for Ukrainian
politicians and his finances. First trial
convicted on eight counts of financial
crimes. To avert second trial struck a
plea deal with Mueller September 2018.
● Rick Gates, former Trump campaign
aide, Manafort’s junior business partner.
Indicted on financial crimes. February
2018 pled guilty to one false statement
and one conspiracy charge.
●
13
Russian
nationals
and three Russian companies indicted
on conspiracy charges.
● Michael Flynn, Trump’s former
national security adviser. Pled guilty
December 2017 to making false
statements to FBI.

● Richard Pinedo: Pled guilty to
identity theft connected with Russian
indictments. October 2018 received
6 months in prison and 6 months of
home incarceration.
● Alex van der Zwaan: Pled to
issuing false statements to the FBI.
Sentence: 30 days.
● Konstantin Kilimnik: 2018 Charged attempting to obstruct justice
by tampering with witnesses.
● 12 Russian GRU officers: Members
of military intelligence service charged
with hacking and leaking of leading
Democrats’ emails 2016.
● Michael Cohen: 2018, former
Trump lawyer, pled guilty to 8 counts
related to finances and campaign
finance violation involving hush
money to women who alleged affairs
with Trump. November 2018 plea deal
with Mueller for lying to Congress
regarding Trump Tower in Moscow.
● Roger Stone: January 2019.
Indicted on 7 counts of lying to the
House Intelligence Committee about
his effort involving WikiLeaks during
the campaign, and tampering with a
witness.
That’s thirty-seven individuals
either found guilty or indicted. There
have been 199 indictments issued.
That’s a pretty productive witch hunt.
Whoever once wrote “Where there’s
smoke there’s fire” would have called
that list above a raging inferno.

Joe Harrington
Is an internationally published author and documentary
filmmaker. He can be reached with a comment or
criticism at JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com
Artwork by Bob Crabb.

Terri Colby

Contributor to www.forbes.com

Both of us noticed how hot the entrées were
when served, obviously straight from the grill.
Another plus was the two talented musicians
who joined the front patio diners, playing a
lovely mix of flamenco and gypsy guitar, even a
fine rendition of the theme song from “Zorba the
Greek,” requested by one of the diners.
Yet another plus was the price: the total for
two entrées, two glasses of wine, an avgolemono
soup and the shrimp appetizer was $900. pesos,
about $50. US before tip.
I’d like to go back to try the chicken souvlaki
and moussaka, as well as some of the inventive
cocktails like the Monte Alban made with
mezcal, absinthe and smoked rosemary, or Frida
Kahlo’s Favorite, made with apple juice, lime,
cilantro, tequila and sweet cane liquor.
But there are so many restaurants to try
in Puerto Vallarta, a return trip to Eclecticos
may have to wait until our next visit to Puerto
Vallarta.
(Photos by Anna Reisman)

(See location number on Central Map)

Dining is a big part of travel, of course, and there
are many ways to decide where and what to eat.
Most times, for me, it’s all about finding the best
typical food for the region I am visiting.
But in a foodie haven like Puerto Vallarta,
Mexico, there are so many options. Here, you
have high-end Italian and German and Chinese and
more, in addition to the endless variety of upscale
places offering outstanding local cuisine. And then
there are the amazing taco shacks that draw crowds
like Pancho’s Takos on Basilio Badillo.
But this week, my husband and I stumbled onto a
brand new Greek restaurant that offers outstanding
food and great service at Mexican prices (cheap for
Americans). After a sunset walk on Los Muertos
beach we turned up Calle Pulpito in the Romantic
Zone. About a block in, we wandered past some
outdoor tables at Eclecticos Restaurant and Bar. The
friendly diners told us the food was amazing and we
managed to snag a table. We’re so glad we did.
But don’t count on the luck we had in getting

a table. Owner Natalie Herling, a New Yorker
who has lived in Puerto Vallarta for eight years,
told me the place has been filling up every night
during the past six weeks that Eclecticos has
been open.
I can see why. We started with glasses of
Chilean Carmenere, the red Bordeaux grape
that is rarely found in France these days, and an
appetizer of shrimp, artichokes and capers in a
flavorful lemon and garlic sauce.
I ordered the pistachio-encrusted local sea
bass. Served with small roasted potatoes, green
beans and carrots, the dish was exceptional. The
browned crust was light and the vegetables were
crisp. Most surprising was the yogurt and fennel
sauce paired with the fish. Similar to a tzatziki
sauce, it made for a refreshing combination.
My husband ordered the slow roasted pork shank.
It was a combination Mexican and Greek dish, the
meat wrapped in a banana leaf and marinated in
achiote, garlic and orange juice, and topped with
habanero peppers, pickled red onions and oregano.
The accompanying bean salad included bell
peppers, onions, cilantro and tomatoes.
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On Saturday, February 9th, and
Sunday, February 10th, from 1 to 7
p.m., jeweler June Rosen Lopez will
be having her annual open house party
to celebrate Valentine’s Day. This
day means a lot to her, she loves the
concept here in Mexico: a celebration
of friendship. Here, the day is known
as “Día de la amistad”, which means
friendship day.
We have all had a rough year, losing
people we love and dealing with
lots of frustration. June’s party is an
opportunity for all to come together,
value meeting new people and enjoy
the company of old friends.
You will also get to view June’s
collection, have a little snack and a
glass of wine and just smile! Isn’t that
what we are supposed to do on this
special day?

f
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June has been living between
Vallarta and Yelapa for 40 years, she
herself can’t believe this! Her jewelry
gallery has withstood the changes
here in Vallarta and is truly worth a
visit for new and old visitors. All are
welcome! Her jewelry is unique and
very reasonably priced, considering
the work that goes into every one-ofa-kind piece. She definitely has a style
all her own.
The party is one block up from Olas
Altas, on the same street as the pier. The
gallery is at 200 Francisca Rodriguea,
corner of Pino Suarez. Besides her
party schedule, she is open Monday thru
Friday from 12 noon to 6 p.m. You can
call at the following numbers: Home/
Gallery: 222-5049, Mexican cell: 322
779-6491, U.S. cell: 646 338-7373, U.S.
land line: 646 291-6852.

Sunday Feb. 3 at 2 p.m. ● ROMA
Nominated for 10 Academy
Awards, including Best Picture, Best
Director, Best Foreign Film and Best
Actress. This is the most personal
project to date from Academy Awardwinning director and writer Alfonso
Cuarón (Gravity, Children of Men,
Y Tu Mama Tambien), the film
follows Cleo (Yalitza Aparicio), a
young domestic worker for a family
in the middle-class neighborhood of
Roma in Mexico City. Delivering an
artful love letter to the women who
raised him, Cuarón draws on his
own childhood to create a vivid and
emotional portrait of domestic strife
and social hierarchy amidst political
turmoil of the 1970s. (135 minutes)
Monday Feb. 4 at 2 p.m. ● BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY
Nominated for Best Picture, Best
Actor, Best Sound Mixing and Best
Sound Editing. A foot-stomping
celebration of Queen, their music and
their extraordinary lead singer Freddie
Mercury, who defied stereotypes
and shattered convention to become
one of the most beloved entertainers
on the planet. The film traces the
meteoric rise of the band through their
iconic songs and revolutionary sound,
their near-implosion as they spiral
out of control, and their triumphant
reunion on the eve of Live Aid, where
Mercury, facing a life-threatening
illness, leads the band in one of the
greatest performances in the history
of rock music. (134 minutes)
Tuesday Feb. 5 at 2 p.m. ● A STAR IS BORN
Nominated for Best Picture, Best
Actress, Best Actor, Best Supporting

Actor, Best Adapted Screenplay, Best
Cinematography and Best Song plus
other technical nominations. Bradley
Cooper and Lady Gaga fuse their
considerable talents to depict the raw
and passionate tale of Jack and Ally,
two artistic souls coming together, on
stage and in life. Theirs is a complex
journey through the beauty and the
heartbreak of a relationship struggling
to survive. In this new take on the
iconic love story, four-time Oscar
nominee Cooper (American Sniper,
American Hustle, Silver Linings
Playbook) makes his directorial debut,
and also stars alongside multiple
award-winning, music superstar Gaga
in her first leading role in a major
motion picture. (135 minutes)

Friday Feb. 8 at 2 p.m. ● GREEN BOOK
Nominated for Best Picture, Best
Actor, Best Supporting Actor and Best
Original Screenplay. When Tony Lip
(Viggo Mortensen), a bouncer from
an Italian-American neighborhood in
the Bronx, is hired to drive Dr. Don
Shirley (Mahershala Ali), a world-class
Black pianist, on a concert tour from
Manhattan to the Deep South, they must
rely on “The Green Book” to guide
them to the few establishments that
were then safe for African-Americans.
Confronted with racism and danger
- as well as unexpected humanity and
humor - they are forced to set aside
differences to survive and thrive on the
journey of a lifetime. (130 minutes)

Thursday Feb. 7 at 3 p.m. ● BLACKKKKLANSMAN
Nominated for Best Picture, Best
Director, Best Actor, Best Supporting
Actor and Best Adapted Screenplay,
visionary filmmaker Spike Lee
brings us the incredible true story of
an American hero. Set in the early
1970s, Ron Stallworth (John David
Washington) is the first AfricanAmerican detective to serve in the
Colorado Springs Police Department.
Determined to make a name for
himself, Stallworth bravely sets out
on a dangerous mission: infiltrate
and expose the Ku Klux Klan. The
young detective soon recruits a more
seasoned colleague, Flip Zimmerman
(Adam Driver), into the undercover
investigation of a lifetime. Together
they take down the extremist hate
group as the organization aims to
sanitize its violent rhetoric to appeal to
the mainstream. Produced by the team
behind the Academy-Award winning
“Get Out.” (135 minutes)

Saturday Feb. 9 at 2 p.m. ● THE FAVOURITE
Tied with 10 Oscar nominations
with ROMA and nominated for Best
Picture, Best Director, Best Actress,
Best Supporting Actress, Best Original
Screenplay, Best Costume Design, Best
Cinematography, and Best Production
Design. This film portrays early 8th
century England at war with the French.
A frail Queen Anne (Olivia Colman)
occupies the throne and her close friend
Lady Sarah Churchill (Rachel Weisz)
governs the country in her stead while
tending to Anne’s ill health and mercurial
temper. When a new servant Abigail
Masham (Emma Stone) arrives, her
charm endears her to Sarah who takes
her under her wing and Abigail sees a
chance to return to her aristocratic roots.
As the politics of war become quite
time consuming for Sarah, Abigail steps
into the breach to fill in as the Queen’s
companion, their friendship helping her
to fulfill her ambitions and she will let
nothing stand in her way. (119 minutes)

Sunday Feb 10 at 2 p.m. ● BLACK PANTHER
Nominated for Best Picture, Best
Costume, Best Score, Best Original
Screenplay, Best Original Sound
Mixing and Editing, plus Best
Production Design, this film follows
Challa who, after the events of
“Captain America: Civil War” returns
home to the isolated, technologically
advanced African nation of Wakanda
to take his place as King. However,
an old enemy reappearing on the
radar tests Challa’s mettle. And Black
Panther is tested when drawn into a
conflict that puts the fate of Wakanda
and the world at risk. (135 minutes)
Thursday Feb. 14 at 3 p.m. ● VICE
Nominated for seven awards,
including Best Picture, Best Director,
Best Actor, Best Supporting Actress,
Best Original Screenplay, Best Film
Editing and Best Makeup and Styling,
the movie explores the epic story about
how a bureaucratic Washington insider
quietly became the most powerful
man in the world as Vice-President
to George W. Bush, reshaping the
country and the globe in ways that we
still feel today. 132 minutes.
SECOND SHOWINGS
Saturday Feb. 16 at 2 p.m. ● ROMA
Tuesday Feb. 19 at 12 noon ● BlackKkKlansman
Wednesday Feb. 20 at 12 noon ● Favourite
Thursday Feb. 21 at 12 noon ● Green Book
Friday Feb. 22 at 12 noon ● A Star is Born
Saturday Feb. 23 at 12 noon ● VICE

Incanto, 109 Insurgentes by the bridge, serves good food and drink to enjoy before, after or during the movies.
Stop in to buy your tickets ahead of time for 60 pesos or 70 pesos at the door. www.incantovallarta.com
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Best know in Puerto Vallarta for
her giant steel sea urchins sculptures
that sit next to the ocean on the
Malecon, Vazquez Blu has been
working on a new body of work that
she has titled “Attic Treasures”.
“It relates to fading memories, and
the feelings that arise when finding
those special items cherished by
loved ones that have passed away.
Little girls grow up, their beautiful
dresses stay little, and are passed
down through generations, until
they are put away and forgotten
in the attic, thus keeping all those
special moments and secrets of their
owners to themselves. With these
pieces, hand crocheted and cast in
bronze, I leave it to the viewer to
imagine the secrets hidden in them.”
She will also have some of her
marine-themed
sculptures
on
display.
“If mermaids existed, I would
have liked to have been one myself,”
confides Guadalajara sculptor
Maritza Vazquez, whose life’s
passion is translating fascinating
sea creatures into forms that bring

joy on tierra firma, their flowing
meditative quality inducing a sense
that all is right with the world.
“What would our lives be without
the fairy tales, the magic and the
fantasy? To find true happiness in
life one must maintain their curiosity,
their ingenuity, and the capacity to
be astonished like children.”
“As a young girl, I swam in the
open ocean near Tecoman (south of

Vallarta) every chance I could. But
learning to scuba dive at 17 was a
giant revelation, to suddenly see and
even be able to reach out and touch
fantastical fish, sponges, corals …
things I had never even dreamed
of! A kaleidoscope of colors and
forms so diverse and abundant that
one lifetime is not nearly enough to
experience it all.”
The ocean is this artist’s medium.

“When I am near it, I feel complete.”
And many of us are drawn to Puerto
Vallarta for that very reason.
She always signs her marinethemed pieces Maritza Vazquez
Blu – her reasoning delightfully
whimsical. “When people talk to
one another they go blah, blah, blah.
Well, blu, blu, blu is a conversation
between fish, more or less the sound
air bubbles make.”
Born in 1963, Maritza began her
life’s vocation early on, using simple
crayons, mud, and then plaster. And
today works primarily in steel and
bronze, giving them patinas unique
to her.
Chosen by the renowned Sotheby’s
auction house to participate in a
Latin American Art Collection
last November, one of her corals
fetched over $20,000. USD. She
has exhibited at the prestigious
Horno 3 Museum in Monterrey, and
contributed monumental public art to
Vallarta: her Sea Urchins installed in
front of the ocean, across from Vitea
Bistro on our popular Malecon.

This Friday, February 8th, Galeria CONTEMPO warmly invites you to meet Maritza at an opening cocktail
reception of her most recent works to be held from 6 to 10 p.m. Located in the fabulous South Side at
252 Basilio Badillo, it should be no surprise to learn that the gallery is a mere two blocks up from the ocean
Maritza Vazquez pays tribute to so beautifully. Tel.: 223-19 25, www.galeriacontempo.com
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A native of Montérégie in Québec, the self-taught painter Marc
Galipeau has been painting for more than 25 years. Devoting himself
entirely to his art, he transforms as he pleases a palette of multiple
emotions. He interprets movement, color, character, form in order to
make “relationship” possible.
First recognized in the artistic community for his characters, he
continues to develop this style that sets him apart and engraves his
name in the middle. Filled with a great joy of living, his characters
make us travel through a universe of their own. Galipeau introduces
us to what can be the fantasy of curved lines under the influence of
bright and vibrant colors. He brings viewers into his work through
the joy of living.
His abstract works break down the barriers of
methodology and allow talk about spontaneity.
He sometimes uses clean lines reminiscent of
nature, life flowing in the winding vein found
in marble, the endless labyrinth that composes
the fallen leaf of the tree, the heartbeat that we
imagine when looking at flamboyant motifs of a
butterfly’s wings or the beauty of a flower petal
blooming under the sun ...
Filled with contrast, in his abstraction, Mr.
Galipeau can also leave the delicacy of the line
to offer colors and shapes using large spaces on
the canvas. Solid colors, imposing volumes, a
strong harmony in emotions.

A more masculine universe giving up roundness
to leave room for one where forms translate into
three dimensions. The movement becomes
wider, the brush gives way to the spatula and the
energy in thickness of the painting appears.
By working on the integration of all his
forms of work, Galipeau united his fantasy and
abstraction to create a brand new collection
dealing with the theme of birds.
For him, painting this universe is a way of
diving into a world of uncertainty, perplexity,
questioning and questioning. It’s causing this
imbalance that drives him to
go further, to explore unknown
areas. It makes life appear
amidst splinters of paint using
transparency. The roundness
of the body reminds us of the
ovoid form or births all forms
of life. From this moment,
everything becomes “true” and
the birds have the possibility of
taking all directions.
If you succeed in traveling
to his heart and work, then
the artist in him will have
succeeded in his mission.
This is Marc’s 6th year at
Galleria Dante. Always with
the goal of going further and
perfecting his art, Marc explores
a new way of expressing its
uniqueness and creativity.
Come meet Marc
at Galleria Dante
this Friday, the 8th!
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Thursday, February 7th, 6 to 9 p.m.
635 Cuauhtémoc downtown
angelinekyba.com 322-147-0955
course of an ancient cow trail to do
it too. So you can see that not only
was this work, it was productive,
fun, imaginative and creative.

To keep working and persevere
seem to be essentials in my life and
work. Creativity is a habit and the
best creativity is the result of good

work habits. People think Van
Gogh was a crazy starving artist
but when you read his writing, you
can see that he was an observant,
dedicated, hard working artist.
In the 90s I got my first studio
in Puerto Vallarta and later had my
own studio built where I continue
to work and show my work with
still many images of Yelapa, my
first Mexican home.
I invite you to the opening
reception of my annual art show
on Thursday, February 7 from 6
to 9 p.m. at Angeline Kyba Studio
Galería, 635 Cuauhtémoc in
downtown Vallarta. Simply follow
calle Guerrero which changes to
Cuauhtémoc in Gringo Gulch. Or
come by way of the new bridge and
steps over the Rio Cuale from the
Isla Cuale and turn right.”
Angeline Kyba Studio Galería
is open to visitors Monday to
Friday from 12 noon to 5 p.m.,
please ring the bell to see work
in progress. At other times call
322-147-0955. Kyba also does
portraits on commission.
Her
portrait “Carmen” has been used
by National Geographic, her
portrait “Miriam” was selected for
the Quinta Bienal de Monterrey,
“Bésame” forms the cover of the
book Erotic Journeys and her
works are collected worldwide.

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

“My studio in Toronto was under
constant threat by city officials and
developers and I was sick of it.
This was the 80s. I took a flight to
Mexico and a boat to Yelapa and
while sauntering along on a dirt
trail, Juan Cruz came by on a horse
and said I could rent from him,
it would be cheaper than renting
from anyone else. Although I was
just passing through, the offer of
a place of my own was an offer I
could not refuse. I took him up on
the offer and had my first studio
in Mexico, a palapa on the river
with another palapa for my sunny
studio. Sweet scented pink lilies
lined the entrance, I crossed the
river on stones and creatures were
everywhere. My neighbour, Doña
Lupe, became my closest friend
and I painted her many times; she
made soap and raised pigs so it was
interesting. She bathed in the river
in a purple satin slip; that was how
it was done.
We walked three and a half hours
up a mountain to pick up the piglets
that refused to walk and had to be
carried in sacks. We built a house,
rock by rock, and she wore two
dresses, the outer one was her good
dress which she wore when we
walked through town and then she
removed at the site to work in her
work dress. She diverted a river,
moved a mountain and changed the
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We are so proud to be part of the Beef Dip family events. It’s a great week, and we are sure we have
something for everyone’s to-do list. Out entertainment is top notch, bringing artists from all over the world.
There is a reason why are in our 19th year. We work hard and we strive to improve year after year.
Alex Bourgeau

Nobody hits the keys like #NateOnTheKeys.
This piano man puts on a one man show that is
upbeat, interactive and incredibly funny. You
never know what will happen during one of the
two shows at the Palm Cabaret. A huge hit, “I
Heart 80s’” is a nostalgic journey through the
classics of one of the best decades for music.
Nate Buccieri hammers out toe tapping,
danceable hits such as Whitney Houston,
Michael Jackson, Madonna to name a few.
His second show, “Artist Tribute
Series” is an intimate look at iconic
Geo & Lobo unite
artists from yesterday and today.
Violinist Geo Uhrich of Luna
You’ll be humming the tunes long
Rumba and famed flamenco guitarist
after you leave the shows.
Lobo (Wolfgang Fink formerly of
Willie & Lobo) have created the
new Arte Puro. The blending of
their musical talents produces the
magic that two small wooden boxes
can create. As Geo says, “I am
more than thrilled to be asked to be
part of this musical journey. Lobo
is a true artist and flamenco guitar
wizard. His percussive approach to
Branden & James have been
the instrument combines rhythm and
thrilling
PV audiences for quite a few
melody and sounds like a whole band.
years
now.
Branden, a finalist on
I am excited about the minimalist
“America’s
got
Talent” and James, an
format and getting to the heart of
incredibly skilled cello player, sing their
the matter.” Geo has had much
way through the magical arrangements
local success with Luna Rumba and
of both “The Phantom of The Opera”
Duende, and Lobo is well-known
and “The Greatest Showman”, hence
in Vallarta and has toured the world
the title “The Phantom of The Greatest
releasing eleven albums.
Showman”. The show has been so well
received as audience leap to their feet
in applause. Occasionally there are
guest performers added to the mix, and
the result is always great. One year
ago today, the duo tied the knot here
in Puerto Vallarta, and have chosen to
return on their anniversary.

Back for another season, Puerto
Vallarta’s favorite queens of
comedy Varla Jean Merman
gifts her audience with the
hilarious “Under A Big Top”. The
costumes are gorgeous, the videos
are amazingly well done, and the
comedy is very Carol Burnetteish. Varla and her assistant Brian
have come together to deliver one
of the funniest show this town has
seen in a long time. The theme is
circus, and with that you’ll witness
death defying acts, spooky mind
reading and classic sleight of hand
magic… well sort of. All of Varla’s
shows are at 9:30 PM and are the
perfect addition to guests of Beef
Dip in Puerto Vallarta.
The boys of Piel Canela are back
and just keep getting better. Fernando
Gonzalez leads this band of masterful
musicians as they play a collection of
tunes ranging from Gypsy Kings to
Ricky Martin. Also, guests are often
invited to join the band, providing
audiences with a little extra bonus.
This is the place to get a taste of local
entertainment, as all members are
from the Puerto Vallarta area.

Bohemia Viva returns to the Palm
Cabaret & Bar, and the audiences
have been well rewarded. Sold out
performances over the Xmas holidays,
the harmonizing duo knows how to
put on their new show “Reflections”.
This beautiful hold nothing back in
their performance, their warmth and
talent have spectator coming back
over and over again, even if they have
seen the show already. The sets are
beautiful, the guitar is flawless, and
the melodies are mesmerizing. Check
out our website for more details.

Kim Kuzma brightens every
Tuesday at the Palm Cabaret. There
are two chances to see the infectious
blend of Abba & Cher in “Dancing
Queen”. Along with her is an amazing
ensemble of music to back up her stellar
vocals. Eduardo Leon on guitar, Nate
Buccieri on piano and Alexis Mena
Torres on drums, this ensemble brings
many to start chanting “Mamma Mia”.
It’s fun, its sweet, it’s something you
want to see again and again.

Monday, February 4 at 4 PM is Loteria or Mexican Bingo. Loteria originated in Spain and was introduced to Mexico in 1887. The initial intent for the
game was to help soldiers pass the time by playing the game. Any royalties from the game were given to the “Save the children foundation”. Come help
support as proceeds for the event will go to the spay and neuter clinics as well to conduct puppet shows to educate young children on how to care for their pets.
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Duende

“Duende is not your ordinary run-of-the-mill band.  Duende is
infused with extraordinary musical talent, creativity, art, dance
and hybrid instruments which leads to the quintessential, avantgarde musical experience.”  - Deb Jean
Opening to sold-out shows for nearly every performance last
season, Duende is proving to be a musical phenomenon. Geo Uhrich,
the leader of the band, has put together a program that explores the
very spirit of music: blending genres such as Classical, Celtic, Pop,
Rock, Spanish and Gypsy into a fusion that is a joy to witness. Geo
plays 5 string Violin, Nylon Guitar and Guitar Synthesizer. Luis
Rascon plays an electric 5 string Cello, Bass, Flute, Percussion and
a 3,000-year-old instrument called the “Duduk”. Lilly Alcantara
also plays percussion and is a wonderful dancer.
It is amazing to hear how much sound these three
performers put out! Their secret is in the use of
synchronized double looping, which allows them to
play and record and play back - in real time; creating
complex harmonic structures that sound like there
are up to 6 or 8 musicians on the stage. There are no
backing tracks - everything is done live right in front of
the audience. You have to hear it to believe it!
Duende is performing exclusively at The Palm this
season and their first show is Dec. 21.
Expect the Unexpected!

We are at the half way point of the season, and things are still revving up. We have great entertainers still to come, some of which
have not been announced yet. Keep an eye on our website for details. The Palm Cabaret and Bar is located at 508 Olas Altas in the
heart of the Puerto Vallarta Romantic Zone. Tickets to all shows can be purchased at the venue’s box office, which opens daily at 10 am,
or online at ThePalmCabaret.com. For more information, call (322) 222-0200, or follow The Palm Cabaret and Bar PVR on Facebook.

(See location number on Central Map)

If you’re craving a truly unique experience
that will psych you out, The Evasons are it!
Direct from a world tour including Canada,
the UK, the Middle East, South Korea, India
and coast to coast in the USA, the Evasons
bring their amazing psychic mentalist show
to The Palm Cabaret for one show only!
Since 1983 The Evasons have traveled to over 37
countries performing on the world’s best cruise
ships and in Las Vegas showrooms. They often
entertain at private parties and gala events for
the rich and famous. Network TV appearances
include NBC, CBS, FOX, CW Network,
Discovery Channel, and Netflix. And they’ve
received some of the top awards in the world of
magic and psychic entertainment.
The Evasons strive to inspire audience
members to open up their minds to new
possibilities. “We’re not trying to change beliefs,”
Jeff explains, “only to spark imagination and
tickle the sixth sense – the sense of wonder!”
Join The Evasons for a mind-blowing experience
that you will remember for a long time!
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It was in 1984 that Canadian
singer-songwriter, poet and novelist
Leonard Cohen first released his
song Hallelujah on his seventh

album, Various Positions. The song
did not achieve notable success at
the time, a curious fact considering
that it is now regarded among the
most recorded songs in America,
with over 300 versions around the
world in various languages.

The Boutique Community Theatre is upstairs at Nacho Daddy, 287 Basilio
Badillo. All tickets are available online (www.btpv.org) or at the box office,
two hours prior to every performance. For more details, please visit the events
section of our Facebook page: www.theboutiquepv.com Info: 322-728-6878

What’s on This Week
Friday, February 1
5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: Tower of Song A Tribute to Leonard Cohen, starring Mark Zeller and Rafa Zermeño
Saturday, February 2
5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: Tower of Song A Tribute to Leonard Cohen, starring Mark Zeller and Rafa Zermeño
Monday, February 4
5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: I’m Playing Me!
A Modern ‘Broad-ville’ Cabaret, starring Kami Desilets
Tuesday, February 5
11 AM • Workshop: Acting for Evolving, presented by John Trapper
and Catherine Caldera
5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: The Incomparable Lady Day - Billie Holiday,
The Musician & The Myth, starring Mikki Prost
Thursday, February 7
11 AM Meeting: Connect with Mexico, hosted by Carlos Navarro
5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: Tower of Song A Tribute to Leonard Cohen, starring Mark Zeller and Rafa Zermeño

(See location number on Central Map)

Eye exam and lens tting by specialists
Contact lenses and Large collection of modern
European frames
We are your best option in quality and prices!
Francisco I. Madero #396
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(Corner of Aguacate)
Tel. (322) 223 2995 eye-metrics@hotmail.com

This may come as a surprise for
those not familiar with the artist’s
body of work - his recording career
began 17 years prior, with his
freshman release, Songs of Leonard
Cohen, in 1967. He was 33 years old
at the time and an established novelist
and poet, but he felt he might be
better compensated as a songwriter.
Originally released on Columbia
Records, Songs of Leonard Cohen
was not as successful in the United
States as it was in Europe, but this
did not keep some of his peers
from noticing the unique quality
of his words and music. In fact,
Judy Collins included Suzanne, the
album’s title track, in her own album
the year before Cohen released his
own version. The song had been
released as a poem and has become
another one of the most-covered
songs in Cohen’s catalogue.
Not only have other performers
found success performing his
songs. Leonard Cohen has been
mentioned in the lyrics of songs by
other musicians, among them the
American band Nirvana, the English
band Electric Light Orchestra and
fellow Canadian, Joni Mitchell.
He wrote Chelsea Hotel No 2 about
Janis Joplin. The song may very
well be the only song that explicitly
describes an intimate relationship
between two popular musicians.
His songs have been featured
in numerous films and television
shows. he use of Everybody Knows

and If It Be Your Will in the 1990
Pump Up the Volume caught the
attention of young audiences at
the time. Two different covers of
Hallelujah were used in the 2001
animated feature Shrek - John
Cale’s version was used in the film
and Rufus Wainwright’s version is
included on the soundtrack.
Leonard Cohen passed away at
82 on November 2016. His music
is constantly being revived and
discovered by new generations.
Presently, New York singer / actor
/ director Mark Zeller is starring in
Tower of Song - A Tribute to Leonard
Cohen at The Boutique Community
Theatre. He is joined onstage by
Rafa Zermeño, considered one
of Mexico’s best electroacustic
guitarists.
The production is
directed by Dana Zeller-Alexis.
As founders of the long running
78th Street Theatre Lab in New
York City, Mark and Dana Zeller
have produced hundreds of new
plays and revivals. Their teaching
and workshop programs include
the techniques of their legendary
mentors: Avina Krause, Sanford
Meisner, Uta Hagen, Robert Weede
and Kristin Linklater.

The Boutique Community Theatre
welcomes members of the local
community who want to experience
every aspect of theatre production:
lighting, stage managing, directing,
acting, promotion and fundraising.
To learn more, visit the website
www.btpv.org, or the Facebook page
www.facebook.com/TheBoutiquePV,
where you will find information
about scheduled performances
and events, which include plays,
lectures, film screenings and more.
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Shows Opening this Week:

From now until the annual “WHAT A DRAG”
charity event on March 10th, you can see a great
show (NUNSENSE, A-MEN) and help the
Banderas Bay Women’s Shelter at the same time!
Every year, Act II has raised funds for a local charity
during one of its shows. This year, Act II has chosen
to support the Banderas Bay Women’s Shelter, and will
match all donations made during this show!
The funds will be presented to them at the “What
a Drag” event in March. “What a Drag” is always
hilarious and features a competition of straight men
in “drag”, who are raising funds for the Banderas
Bay Women’s Shelter. This year’s fundraising goal is
$1,000,000 pesos! Act II wants to help them get there.
Nunsense A-Men! Sundays 7 p.m.

“Act II is the #1 Entertainment Venue in the Banderas Bay!”
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LEVI KREIS
A Tribute to Canadian musical icons,
featuring TONY AWARD WINNER, Levi Kreis
OPENING NIGHT - Saturday, February
2 - Party 6:30 p.m. / Show 7:30 p.m.
February 2, 5, 7, 9, 12, 13, 16, 19 7:30 p.m.

Act II is thrilled to welcome back the
amazing Tony-Award winner, Levi Kreis, for
his 4th highly-anticipated season with a brandnew hit show, “Oh Canada!” Jason Antone,
3-time Billboard-charting recording artist,
vocalist, songwriter, and producer who makes
his own club-ready dance music, will debut his
powerful, new classical crossover this month
with his new show, “Classique,” featuring the
music of Andrea Bocelli, Josh Groban, Luis
Miguel and more. Gabe Arciniega, former
dancer with “Cuchi-Cuchi” Charo (and star
of PV’s blockbuster Rocky Horror Show last
year), presents his exciting “The Gabest Show
on Earth, 2.0.” Debby Holiday, winner of
12 Top-20 Billboard Chart hits, returns to the
Red Room with her hugely popular show,
“Queens of Rock!”

Tony-Award Winning Levi
Kreis returns to Act II Stages
for his THIRD unprecedented,
back-to-back, sell-out runs at
Act II! His show this year is
about the special history he has
had with many Canadian musical
icons as he adds some of his
own special flavor to many of
their greatest hits! (The Chicago
Tribune gives this show 5 stars!)
This handsome country singer/
songwriter/actor electrifies his
audiences with his soulful, southern,
spirited voice and intriguing good
looks. Levi Kreis is one of the most
honest communicators you will
ever find. He executes his craft with
profound vulnerability, a soulfulness
that leaves you feeling as though
you’ve experienced something
deeply personal with him. He is
committed to presenting the highest
quality of entertainment, but the
one thing people value most about
Levi is how he makes them feel. To
Kreis, art is a real-life conversation
that is healing, as much as it is
entertaining. Levi says, “I see art as
an opportunity to convey something
deeper, something spiritual. When

2018 TripAdvisor ★★★★★

you touch an audience at this level,
they remember it forever.”
Kreis is a bonafide star! He is
best known for originating the role
of Jerry Lee Lewis in Broadway’s
Tony-nominated musical, Million
Dollar Quartet. The role won
Levi the 2010 Tony Award for
“Best Featured Act in a Musical,”
a 2010 Outer Critic’s Circle
Award, and a 2010 Drama League
nomination. Other notable stage
credits include Violet, Smokey
Joe’s Café, and the national tour of
Rent. In film, Levi is best known for
his role as Fenton, Adam’s brother
(Matthew McConaghey) in Bill
Paxton’s directorial debut, Frailty
(2001). Levi began his acting career
with film and has recently returned
to the screen with roles in The Divide
(2017) and A Very Sordid Wedding
(2017). Today, Kreis is a singer/
songwriter whose piano pop records
have been featured on network
television shows, including The
Vampire Diaries, Sons of Anarchy,
So You Think You Can Dance, Mob
Wives, The Apprentice, Days of Our
Lives, Young and the Restless, and
several films. With six albums to
date, and a 2009 OutMusic Award
for “Stained Glass Window,” (the
theme song for the Del Shores film,
Southern Baptist Sissies,) Kreis has
built a loyal following that continues
to expand the reach of his own label
imprint, Vision 9 Records. He has
also recorded seven albums!
Levi is truly one of the most
famous, but most humble, genuinely
nice guys that we have ever hosted
here at Act II! We are so excited that
he will be returning this year! Don’t
miss this opportunity to see this
extraordinary performer. Be sure
and get your tickets early because
his shows always sell out!

“Levi Kreis was incredible. We
always like Act II, but the best act
by far is Levi Kreis. For the third
year in a row we are lucky enough
to have this Tony-winning vocalist
and actor appearing here. His voice
is powerful, his repertory wellselected, his storytelling touching
and funny, and he connects with the
audience as if we were good friends.
Don’t miss the opportunity to see
this amazing talent. We’ve seen Levi
on Broadway; he’s even better in a
small cabaret setting.” TripAdvisor
2/2/18
“Great show! Levi Kreis is
amazing! Great rapport with
the audience, and a good mix of
songs we know with new songs he
wrote. Amazing keyboard artist.”
TripAdvisor 2/11/18
Levi Kreis “Superb piano evening
of original and beautifully covered
piano tunes by a masterful voice,
charming
southern
accented
anecdotes, and a well handled
sound system combined to give a
delightful fast paced performance.”
TripAdvisor 2/10/18
Levi Kreis was fantastic! I have
to admit that this is probably one of
the best theater shows I have ever
attended. Because of the small venue
of the red room, you are up close
and personal and Levi Kreis’ talent
is amazing! I saw a Tony Award
winner and sat maybe 20 feet away!
A high energy show with great story
telling!” TripAdvisor 2/19/17

JASON ANTONE. Featuring Recording
Artist, Jason Antone
OPENING NIGHT Friday, February 8 - 5 p.m.
February 8, 11, 15, 18 - 5 p.m.
Act II is very excited to confirm
that three-time Billboard-charting
recording artist, Jason Antone, a
vocalist, songwriter, and producer
who makes his own club-ready
dance music, will make his powerful
classical crossover debut at Act II in

February! His show will feature the
beautiful music of Andrea Bocelli,
Josh Groban, Luis Miguel and more!

A native of Chicago and graduate of
DePaul University, Antone earned
a double degree in vocal studies and
music management. This dual focus
on the creative and business ends of
the music industry eventually led him
to start his own music label, Chickie
Records. He released his first single,
“With You,” in the fall of 2006, and
is currently working on his first, fulllength classical crossover album,
which will feature a full orchestra!

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1
“Lee Squared,” an Evening with Liberace and Miss Peggy Lee - 5 p.m.
“Hair, the Concert,” a celebration of the Broadway musical, Hair - Party 6 p.m. / Show 7 p.m.
Diana Villamonte, starring in “I Will Always Love You,” a Whitney Houston Tribute 7:30 p.m.
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise,” – 9:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2
(New Time!) “Twist & Shout,” song, dance and schtick, celebrating music of the 50s and 60s - 5 p.m.
Chicago, a NuName Production - 7:00 p.m.
(OPENING NIGHT) Levi Kraus, starring in “Oh Canada!” – Party 6:30 / Show 7:30 p.m.
Mama Tits, starring in “Triple D” - 9:30 p.m.
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Lee Squared - 5 p.m.
Nunsense, Amen! - 7 p.m.
Best of ABBA & Elton, starring Us Two and their LIVE BAND - 7:30 p.m.
Dueling Drag Divas, starring Emmy Award-winner, Chi Chi Rones, and JoAnna - 9:30 p.m.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4
(FINAL SHOW) “Lee Squared,” an Evening with Liberace and Miss Peggy Lee - 5 p.m.
Little Shop of Horrors - Back by popular demand on Mondays & Thursdays! - 7 p.m.
Diana Villamonte, starring in “More Motown & Beyond” - 7:30 p.m.
Mama Tits starring in “Triple D” – 9:30 p.m.
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Hedda Sings the Blues” - 5 p.m.
“I’ve Got Rhythm,” a musical revue of the music of the Gershwin Brothers - 7 p.m.
Tony-Award Winner, Levi Kraus, starring in “Oh Canada!” – 7:30 p.m.
Sutton Lee Seymour, starring in “Dragflix” - 9:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6
“The Divine Miss M,” a musical tribute to Bette Midler, starring Miss Sandi D - 5 p.m.
The Foreigner, directed by Danny Mininni - 7 p.m.
Us Two - 1st Wednesday - “Oldies, Volume 1!” - 7:30 p.m.
Dueling Drag Divas, starring Emmy Award-winner, Chi Chi Rones, and JoAnna - 9:30 p.m.
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Sutton Lee Seymour, starring in “Dragflix” - 5 p.m.
Little Shop of Horrors - 7 p.m.
Tony-Award Winner, Levi Kraus, starring in “Oh Canada!” – 7:30 p.m.
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” – 9:30 p.m.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8
(OPENING NIGHT) Jason Antone, Recording Artist, starring in
“Classique,” his Classical Crossover Debut - 5 p.m.
“Hair, the Concert,” featuring Don & Rhonda & their LIVE BAND! Party - 6 p.m. / Show 7 p.m.
Diana Villamonte - “I Will Always Love You,” a Whitney Houston Tribute - 7:30 p.m.
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” – 9:30 p.m.
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directed by Danny Mininni
A Comedy by Larry Shue
WEDNESDAYS - 7 p.m.
The Foreigner is the story of two
guests, Charlie Baker and Staff
Sergeant Froggy LeSueur, at a
resort-style fishing lodge in rural
Georgia. Charlie is depressed because
his beloved wife may be dying. To help
his friend, Froggy tells Betty Meeks,
who owns the lodge, that Charlie is the
native of an exotic country who does
not understand a word of English.
Betty, who has never traveled, is
delighted to cater to a stranger who
is “as foreign as the day is long.”
Before long, things start to go awry, as
Charlie finds himself privy to assorted
secrets and scandals freely discussed
in front of him by the other visitors.
Charlie must “learn” English quickly
and think on his feet if he wants to
save the lodge and his new friends.
The Foreigner stars Alex McLauchlan
as the charming and adorable Charlie
(the Foreigner). “I never thought I’d
meet another actor GOOD ENOUGH
to play the part of Charlie until I
met Alex,” says director, Danny
Mininni. This show also features Act
II veteran actress, Cherry DeLorenzo,
the only actress that has been in an Act
II production every season since its
inception. Also starring Maria Rose,
Shawn Morgan, Branden Hayes, Al
Carswell, and Andrew Sands.
‘The Foreigner’ is a fantasy of good
and evil resulting in side-splitting
laughter. This hysterical romp is
filled with slapstick and surprisingly,
romantic comedy! It has enough
warmth and truth in it that it is not only
funny, but also often moving. This is
solid entertainment and one of the
funniest shows you will ever see!
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“Best Play Ever! If you are looking
for a fabulous night out go see The
Foreigner on Wednesday nights
at 7 p.m. or Saturdays and you
can thank me later!!! It was full of
surprises. Lots of fun!” ~ wheelerart
“... tons of laughs for a sold out
audience. Very entertaining and very
well cast with flawless performances
from all the actors Congratulations
Danny on your direction Capabilities!”
~ William Larkin
“Total raves from attendees
leaving the theater from everyone
I talked with. Best Ever?”
~ Gary Beck
“GO SEE THE FOREIGNER at
Stages, Act II! It is brilliant! I saw
Danny Mininni´s production 7 years
ago and thought... this can´t get any
better!¨ Well it was as good, and some
of the characters even better in my
opinion. Cherry DeLorenzo as Betty
Meeks did not lose a beat! Timing by

during your time in Puerto Vallarta
to see this play! Well done!” ~ Cindy
DuChateau Ramirez
“A tour de force. A comedic drama
at its best. ACT II showcases the
exceptional talent of Vallarta and
delivers a hilarious show with an
important message. It shows that
drama can be forcefully delivered
in Vallarta. The show deserves to be
sold out every night. Bravo to all!” ~
Tom Bernes
“Act II Entertainment Stages has
Done It Again. Where else can you go
see a “Play” with such Fine Acting,
Great Characters and a Haunting
Story Line. “The Foreigner” opening
night was a Hit Run Away. Perfectly
executed by all the Actors and
Directed by Danny Mininni, it is a
Show of Shows. Every Actor was the
Star. The Set was Amazing and the
sound and lighting was Spot on. Lots
of Laughs but lots to ponder as the
show unfolds.” ~ David Wilhoit
“It was the best! What a playwright,
what direction, and what talent.
A winner all round.” ~ Heather
Thomson
“Yet
another
blockbuster!!
Amazing how you all do this for us!
Spectacular!!!” ~ Francine Peters

all concerned was perfect and hard to
do on an opening night! Maria Rose
can not only sing but act. Perfect
person for Catherine. The Foreigner,
Alex McLauchlan was so endearing
and clever and PERFECT. Brendan
Hayes played a wonderful irreverent
Reverend and the two tall guys, Allan
Carswell and Andrew Sands played
their parts brilliantly as well. Shawn
Morgan who played Owen Musser
was cast perfectly as the angry
Clan member. Thanks for another
entertaining evening at Act II.” ~
Sharon Baughman-White
“The Foreigner opened last night
with rave reviews. Couldn’t agree
more. Another over the top production
by Danny Mininni, Alfonso López
and all the performers and staff at
Act II Entertainment. Make it a point

“WOW!!!!” (times a “zillion!”)
Congratulations, Danny and cast,
what an incredible show! I totally
enjoyed it!!” ~ Marsha Ward Ross
“Coming from a fellow thespian
That was an amazing opening night
everyone was so in sync with each
other and it became so believable
I felt like I was really at the lodge.
Kudos to all!” ~ Candace Kepley
“The actors worked together
seamlessly in spite of the incredibly
lengthy lines they had to memorize.
My hat is off to every performer in the
cast. Brilliant!” ~Dave Mohr 1/6/18
“What a great show! All-around
amazing work! Congrats to all!”
~Derek Carkner 1/6/18
“Great performance by a very talented
cast! Amazing to see all the new talent at
Act ll this year!” ~ Bert Ramirez

Still breaking Box office records!
A Cult Musical/Horror Comedy
THURSDAYS - 7 p.m.

Due to popular demand, this show
will also be presented on MONDAYS
- 7 p.m. (starting February 4)!
One of Off-Broadway’s most popular
cult musicals, Little Shop of Horrors
is the hilarious tale of a down-and-out
Skid Row floral assistant, the girl he
loved, and a strange new, man-eating
plant threatening to tear their world
apart. This cult classic was one of
the longest-running Off-Broadway
shows and has become a household
name thanks to a highly successful
film version and a fantastic musical
score! For the past 30 years, people
just can’t get the catchy music out of
their heads!
Directed by Alfonso López, the
uber-talented director of “Rocky
Horror” last year, this beloved
horror/comedy/rock/musical is another
first-class production at Act II and
brings back the sounds and ambiance
of the rock ‘n’ roll era. It stars many
of your favorite Act II actors, plus
some wonderful new faces, including
Maria Rose, Joey Martinez, Alex
McLauchlan,
Andrew
Sands,
Shawn Morgan, Eli Estrada,
Sasha del Oceano, and Ximena
Peña Esparza.   It also features the
return of Act II Managing Partner,
Danny Mininni, to the stage, with his
portrayal of the crotchety and hilarious
“Mr. Mushnik.” With its delightful
cast and toe-tapping music, Little Shop
of Horrors is a must-see this season!

ACT ll May be a small venue but they
definitely put on big shows. Yes it may
be a cliché but run don’t walk and get
tickets for this musical. If your plans
are for coming down later in the season
go online lots of great shows to come.
As a plus, they have a great patio to
enjoy a drink prior to the show.” rickdj5364YT, Fresno

“Fantastic, fun and magical. A
intimate venue with a very talented cast.
Highly entertaining. I highly recommend
going to see this.” - Scott R
“ACT II has done it again! Surpassed
themselves. WOW! what a Terrific
Show!” - afield2015 Milwaukee,
Wisconsin
“Best show ever in Puerto Vallarta.
A must see, amazing talent and set
design. Would love to see it again.” –
Michelle S
“Just saw ACT II’s Little Shop of
Horrors. I didn’t expect the level of
professionalism on display, from the
sets, acting, singing to the choreography.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★
”...A show not to be missed!” - Tom
Bernes
“... the cast members … made me
a believer ...I stood and clapped in
appreciation when the show was over,
as did most of the audience.”   - Ed Gill

TripAdvisor ★★★★★
Very good entertainment! We saw
Little Shop of Horrors tonight at Act
II. The actors were very talented, the
singing was very good and they did an
excellent job with the stage and sets.
It is great that PV has Act II available
to offer some alternative nightlife
entertainment. The theater is small
and very comfortable and offers an
intimate setting. They will serve drinks
while the performance continues. I
highly recommend going. They have
many performances to choose from.”
~ fossr50, Tomahawk

art-deco themed show starring Act II
partner, Alfonso López, along with
MaryJo Nelson, Sasha del Océano,
Marsha Ward Ross, Alberto Ponce,
and Andrew Sands.

“...another successful opening...
well worth waiting for!”- Mary Zack

Opens to standing ovations
and incredible reviews
A Celebration of the Music of Gershwin All the songs you never knew you knew!
Every Tuesday - 7 p.m.

(From the same team that
brought you “Some Enchanted
Evening,” The HIT musical revue
from last season. Starring 6 of the
best singers in Puerto Vallarta….)
Summertime, I Got Rhythm, Nice
Work If You Can Get It, S’Wonderful,
Embraceable You, Someone to Watch
Over Me, The Man I Love, Let’s Call
the Whole Thing Off, Strike Up the
Band, Blah, Blah, Blah, Fascinating
Rhythm, Delishious, Soon, Treat
Me Rough, The Man that Got Away,
and many more! George Gershwin
(1898-1937) was one of America’s
most influential music composers and
pianists who worked in both classical
and popular styles. Most of his songs
were written to words written by his
brother, Ira Gershwin. Some of his
most well-known works are Rhapsody
in Blue, An American in Paris and
Porgy and Bess, which is considered
to be one of the most important
American operas of the 20th century.
I Got Rhythm features beautiful
harmonies, duets, solos, and mini
vignettes of song and dance. Each
song sparkles with pure Americana
from the 20’s and 30’s. Come and take
a step back in time as you enjoy this

“...Go see the Gershwin show at Act
II. They have come up with another
winner!” - Sharon Baughman White
“... This show has proven to be the
“sleeper hit” of the season! What a
fun one! ~H. J. Ross

(Sold Out every week! Get your tickets now!)
A NuName Production
Directed by Edoardo Rocha
Every Saturday - 7 p.m.

The iconic American musical,
Chicago, features music by John
Kander, lyrics by Fred Ebb, and a
book by Ebb and John Fosse. When
it debuted on Broadway back in the
1970’s, Chicago became a classic and
won 6 Tony Awards! The Broadway
revival in 1996 now holds the record
as the longest-running musical revival
and the longest-running American
musical in Broadway history! This
NuName Production is absolutely
amazing!
It features 12 dancers,
along with stage favorites, Michael
Gibney, MaryJo Nelson, Maria
Rose, Edoardo Rocha, Joan
Houston, and Marsha Ward Ross!
This spectacular musical is as addictive
as gossip rags, and as unforgettable as
any trial of the century.

It is the one show you can always
count on to give you the thrills and
memories that only come from
seeing a Broadway musical. It is an
unforgettable journey into the crime
and corruption of the 1920’s.
TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“I went to see Chicago last night
with my whole family, it was really
good, loved it!!! I really enjoyed
having some drinks before the show,
the lounge area is very nice, live
music. The guy singing at the lounge
is very good too.” ~ omillan
“We saw Chicago on the night of
the premier and it was outstanding.
Well rehearsed and quick, upbeat.
the choreography was impressive.
Particularly liked the singing. Can’t
get the number Cellophane Man out
of my head. Bravo.” ~ Tom D
“The choreography, direction,
costumes, and talent, were all
impressive. Standouts were Michael
Gibney, who was a perfect Billy
Flynn, director, Edoardo Rocha,
played a vulnerable and touching
“Mr. Cellophane” Amos Hart, and
MaryJo Nelson, is an adorable
and funny Roxy Hart. On top of her
playing a lead role, MaryJo did a
wonderful job choreographing the
show. The ensemble was a terrific
group of young, sexy, talented men
and women.” ~ dsb333, Newtown,
Pennsylvania
“With a SOLD OUT audience,
“Chicago” opened at Act II Stages
last night. So many good things to say
about this performance! The acting,
choreography, costumes, & directing
were excellent. I expect this to be a hit.
The show ended to a standing ovation
so justly deserved. Kudos to all!” ~
Tricia Lyman
“Chicago was sold out for opening
night and looks like it will be the
newest hit show for Main Stage at Act
II.” ~ Ed Gill
“Another home run in this incredible
ACT II season. Brilliantly directed
and choreographed, Chicago is bound
to delight audiences as evidenced at
its opening. Bravo!” ~ Tom Bernes
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A Live Tribute to the Songs, Comedy and
Career of Bette Midler, Featuring Premier
Canadian Songstress, Miss Sandi D.
A Don & Rhonda Production
Every Wednesday - 5 p.m.
(through February 27)

Miss Sandi D. gives a captivating
performance in her tribute to the oneand-only Bette Midler (one of the
most iconic divas of the 20th and 21st
centuries). This show features many
of Bette’s hit songs, such as The Rose,
Wind Beneath My Wings, Boogie
Woogie Bugle Boy, and Friends, plus
skits, stories, comedy and more!
Sandi began her musical career at age
13 by singing in a band.   Since then
her career has spanned the mediums
of recording, stage, television and
theatre and has taken her throughout
North America. She has performed at
many movie premiers such as Batman,
Ghostbusters 2, and Rainman, and has
worked for many celebrities, including
Bruce Willis and Madonna. She has
appeared on The Arsenio Hall show
and Entertainment Tonight. She also
played the role of Mary Magdalene in
a production of Jesus Christ Superstar,
and then toured as one of the female
leads in the Canadian Premier of
Carole King’s “Tapestry.”

TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“Sandi D did wonderful Bette Midler
tribute show in small theater setting.
The whole venue is very unique and a
great value.” ~ Lynn1018

This year’s FUNNIEST MUSICAL...
BAR NUN! (Pun intended!)
Produced by Act II Entertainment
Directed by Alfonso López
EVERY SUNDAY - 7 p.m.

Nunsense, A-Men! is a take-off
on the 2nd longest-running OffBroadway smash hit, Nunsense, only
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second to Little Shop of Horrors! But
here in Puerto Vallarta, all of the
characters are MALE musical
comedy performers!
Act II’s
“sacrilegious” version of Nunsense,
A-Men! features uproarious horseplay
and side-splitting jokes that are
performed by Bert Ramirez, Shawn
Morgan, José Jasso, Roberto Gomez,
and Al Carswell. Check out their
video, #sheNUNigans, to see them
parasailing, racing down the Malecon
on Segways and experimenting with
tequila... All in full habits! The
Act II nuns are always up to
something new and irreverent!
Directed by Alfonso López and
choreographed by Steven Retchless,
Nunsense, A-Men! is the kind of
show that picks you up and shakes
you around and makes you want to
dance. What more could you want
from a musical than passion and
laughter and fun? This is a show
not to be missed at Act II Stages!
Every year, Act II has raised funds
for a local charity during one of its
shows. This year, Act II has chosen
to support the Banderas Bay Women’s
Shelter, and will match all donations
made during this show! The funds
will be presented to them at the “What
a Drag” event in March! “What
a Drag” is always hilarious and
features a competition of straight
men in “drag,” who are raising
funds for the Banderas Bay Women’s
Shelter. This year’s fundraising goal
is $1,000,000 pesos! Act II wants to
help them get there!
TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“It just keeps getting better! On
this trip my husband and I attended 3
shows...Nunsense, Diana Villamonte
and Little Shop of Horrors. All were
very different and wonderful! I am
happy to see that they are expanding
the number and types of shows while

continuing to bring PV quality
live entertainment. The service is
excellent and the setting fun. Go early
and listen to the music in the bar.
And yes, it is for everyone...please
don’t feel it is only a gay venue...
don’t miss it!” - Connie, Long Beach
“I loved it!! My friends loved it.
Mother Superior was spot on funny
when she gets stoned and moved
the production along from scene to
scene. The whole cast was great,
harmonies were delightful, great
voices and endearing characters. I’d
see it again!” - Cherrydelo1776

An Evening with Liberace and Miss Peggy Lee
Two Lees for the Price of One!
Shows on   February 1, 3, 4 - 5 p.m.

In this funny and touching tribute,
New York City Bistro and MAC
Award winners, David Maiocco and
Chuck Sweeney, present a musical/
comedy show, honoring music
legends, Liberace and Peggy Lee, who
defined four decades of music and pop
culture. They call their show “Two
Lees for the price of one!”
Liberace lived a life of flamboyance,
sparkle, and lavish costumes. In this
funny and touching tribute, Liberace
gets one more chance to glitter and
shine as he tickles the ivories through
the fingers of piano virtuoso, David
Maiocco. Chuck Sweeney keeps the
memory of Peggy Lee alive with a
fevered impersonation that includes a
heavy dose of camp hilarity!

Music and Dance from the 50’s and 60’s
Every Saturday - 7:30 p.m.

Act II is pleased to announce a
brand new 50’s and 60’s show, “Twist
and Shout,” featuring musical hits
from the 50’s and 60’s! The dynamic
duo, Pedro Islas and Faride Talamás
perform many of the songs that you
love…. I Wanna Be Loved By You,
Can’t Take My Eyes Off of You, Be
My Baby, Lollipop, I Only Want
to Be With You, Twist and Shout...
and more! This show has a unique
format and is full of singing, comedy,
and DANCING to the rhythms that
changed the world!
TripAdvisor ★★★★★
Twist and Shout was amazing!
Visiting Puerto Vallarta I had the
great decision to come into a beautiful
cabaret with one of the most amazing
shows I ever have seen there Twist
and Shout. The two singers are great
actors, they spill a full of energy, great
voices and amazing dancing. For sure
if you are visiting Vallarta you can’t
miss this amazing show, it’s like a time
travel to a funny and full of emotions
night! Totally a MUST!” ~ Bryan O

Starring Puerto Vallarta and New York
City favorite, SUTTON LEE SEYMOUR!    
Every Tuesday - 9:30 p.m.
Every Thursday - 5 p.m.

NYC (and PV’s) drag darling,
Sutton Lee Seymour, stars in
DRAGFLIX, a new comedy spoofing
your favorite TV shows, movies, and
musicals with parodies of Game Of
Thrones, The Handmaid’s Tale, Harry
Potter, and more!
Sutton Lee Seymour, known as “the
Robin Williams of Drag,” is New
York City’s Live Singing Comedy
Queen of Stage and Screen, having
performed with Atlantis Events on
their gay cruise and resort vacations,
and making numerous appearances
on Bravo TV’s Watch What Happens
Live with Andy Cohen! She has toured
with her shows to sold-out crowds in

Chicago, Los Angeles, San Francisco,
Washington DC, plus other beach
“vacation towns” like Ogunquit,
Rehoboth, and Saugatuck! In New
York City, Sutton Lee Seymour has
become the premier “Broadway
Queen,” hosting and starring in a
number of weekly shows and cabarets!
Keep up with her adventures and
travels on Facebook and Instagram by
following @suttonleeseymour.

A Celebration of the hit Broadway musical,
Hair. A Don and Rhonda Production
EVERY FRIDAY - 7 p.m.

Don and Rhonda Productions,
(or as Danny Mininni calls them,
“RHONDONDA Productions”), a
staple in Vallarta entertainment for
more than 30 years, brings to you
another great show this season. Act II
Entertainment constantly endeavours to
bring big-stage hit musicals to its small
and intimate stage. How do you bring
huge, iconic musicals to the stage? You
partner up with Don and Rhonda
Productions, famous for bringing
classic rock and 60’s genre alive! Their
most recent productions were the sold
out hits, California Dreamin’ and last
year’s Woodstock ‘69.

This year, we are thrilled to announce
that Diana, along with director Alfonso
López, has created yet ANOTHER
sensational hit show, “I Will Always
Love You,” a musical tribute to
Whitney Houston! Diana, with her
powerhouse voice and infectious
personality, is the perfect singer to take
on the iconic Whitney (her lifelong
inspiration). The highlight of Diana’s
show last year was when she previewed
some of her Whitney Houston songs,
often having most audience members
in tears. Diana blew the audience away,
and her fans begged for a whole show
of Whitney’s songs!   
TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“Run don’t walk to see both shows!
You can then say I saw her when.. ! To
see this amazing talent in such a warm
and intimate setting will blow you
away! Both her Motown and Beyond
and her Tribute to Whitney Houston
shows are unbelievable! She came in
first runner up this year on the Voice
of Mexico. I have no doubt she would
have won if all of her US & Canadian
fans had Mexican phones and were
able to vote! She will be packing in
huge stadiums soon...so don’t miss
this show!” ~ sgunze

TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“Went to see Hair last night what an
amazing show. Great signing, music
and costumes. So nice to see a show
with live music!” ~ Jordan P

Diana Villamonte Returns to Act II
after winning FIRST RUNNER UP
in the Voice of Mexico
WARNING!! ALL OF DIANA VILLAMONTE
SHOWS SELL OUT WELL IN ADVANCE!!
GET YOUR TICKETS NOW!
A Musical Tribute to Whitney Houston
Every Friday - 7:30 p.m.

HEDDA LETTUCE - Winner, Funniest
Drag Show 2017 - 2018
Featuring Hedda Lettuce’s
smorgasboard of live comedy, songs,
and stand-up improvisations
Every Thursday & Friday - 9:30 p.m.
Every Tuesday - 5 p.m.
HEDDA LETTUCE, the six-time
Drag Queen of the Year Award-winner
(HX magazine) and the legendary
“green goddess” of drag, is excited
to return to Puerto Vallarta for her
FOURTH “sold out” season! Her
show, this year, is a loving send-

up to her favorite town…. Puerto
Vallarta! Hedda will glamorize another
season as she dishes out a tossed salad of
improvisational comedy, sultry songs,
and dazzling gowns. (And it’s entirely
fat-free!) She will gladly engage you
in a night of storytelling, bawdy and
biting wit, spontaneous comedy, and
live (not lip-synched) singing! Her
show includes her nationally-acclaimed
original comedic music that is peppered
with parodies of old time favorites and
startling satire. Hedda Lettuce is one of
New York City’s premiere drag queens
and keeps the audience screaming with
laughter for the entire show!.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“Absolutely hilarious! Shows moves
quickly. An hour of total laughs. I highly
recommend it. Bring the family!” ~
Linda V
Google Review! ★★★★★

Whitney Houston, Anita Ward, Etta
James, Nina Simone, Aretha Franklin
and Donna Summer. Get your tickets
quickly! This show sold out almost
every night during the last season!
TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“Fiercely Talented Singing Sensation
Diana Villamonte Dazzles in Puerto
Vallarta! Just when we thought what
dazzled us most about Puerto Vallarta
was its lush mountain landscapes,
sparkling blue waters and rich art scene
– we discovered another jewel just as
brilliant! Remember the name Diana
Villamonte, because she’s one of the most
talented and electrifying new singing
sensations to come along in a while!
Having stumbled upon this gem of a
talent at what has to be Puerto Vallarta’s
hottest and most prolific entertainment
venue, we left eager to follow the career
of a star who seems destined to skyrocket
to fame.” ~ Boris Betanoff

“Awesome great show. I highly
recommend Hedda Lettuce she is an
“We had friends visiting us for the
amazing performer.” - C Sailor
week in Puerto Vallarta, and took
then to Act II Stages to see Diana
Villamonte - More Motown and
Beyond. Her performance was out of
Diana Villamonte, VOICE OF MEXICO STAR this world! Her voice is spectacular,
A Musical tribute to the great ladies of
and her renditions of some of our
Motown and Beyond, featuring Puerto
favorite Motown hits had everyone on
Vallarta’s #1 songstress, Diana Villamonte their feet and singing along. We have
WARNING ALL OF DIANA VILLAMONTE
been to many different shows at Act II
SHOWS SELL OUT WELL IN ADVANCEand loved them all...we will definitely
GET YOUR TICKETS FAST.
be back again and again!!” Terri R
Every Monday - 7:30 p.m.
“If you’re lucky enough in 2019 to
Panamanian Beauty and TV Star, see the new upcoming Global star she
Diana Villamonte, returns for her will completely blow you away. In my
second amazing season with Act II’s lifetime I am from New York and have
#1 hit show, “More Motown and seen every great Broadway show. Well
Beyond!” This is an all-new show Diana is totally ready for Broadway and
in English, paying respect to the or the movies. Her voice her look and
great ladies (and a few of the boys) her dancing just completely paralyzes
of Motown (and beyond), with a you. What I am trying to say is that if
special tribute to Aretha Franklin, as you want to see the greatest show on
well as Diana Ross, Shirley Bassey, earth go see Diana.” ~ lorieg2019
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All new show! “Triple D”    
Starring Puerto Vallarta’s beloved
6’7” POWERHOUSE, Mama Tits!
Every Monday & Saturday 9:30 p.m.
After her second record-breaking
year as one of the Top Headliners of
the illustrious Red Room Cabaret at
Act II Stages, Mama Tits is thrilled to
return for her fourth hit season! This
year she is back with her raw and
witty take on life, sex, relationships
and living your truth. Mama Tits
weaves her soulful live singing with
her stories and comedy into one
big joyride of a show, with a strong
message of love, emotion and positive
reinforcement, (not unlike her trusty
underwire bra)! Jazz, blues, pop, rock
and Broadway round out this year’s
eclectic selection of songs. Check out
her many reviews on Trip Advisor!
TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“BEST SHOW: brave heart, inclusive,
beautiful voice, kind, colourful, tells-itlike-it-is, and ★★★★★ entertainment.
We need a 1000 yous, Ms. Mama Tits.
That heart does not lie. Thank you!” roseycouture

A musical tribute to ABBA and Elton John,
featuring UsTwo and their LIVE BAND
Every Sunday - 7:30 p.m.
UsTwo presents a musical
tribute to the timeless music of two
unforgettable acts which began in the
70’s, ABBA and Elton John! UsTwo
will perform songs that you remember,
such as Mama Mia, Dancing Queen,

Chiquitita, Sad Song, Candle in
the Wind, and Rocket Man, and
more. Their repertoire changes with
each performance, but these amazing
vocalists (and their live band) will
treat you to an unforgettable evening
of music and an evening to remember!
ABBA and its flamboyant costumes
and catchy music, is considered to
be one of the top musical groups in
history, having sold over 500 million
albums! Elton John first became famous
for his oversize glasses and outrageous
outfits, but his enduring popularity and
incredible talent have earned him five
Grammy awards, induction into the
Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame, and sales
of over 300 million albums! Together,
these two acts epitomized the soft rock/
pop musical sounds that became hugely
popular in the 70’s, and is still loved
around the world today.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★
Couldn’t recommend them more.
What an enthusiastic and joyful pair
of singers! Perfect for the rainy day.
The show was good for all ages.
Prompt, helpful waitstaff as well. Just
be sure to arrive about an hour before
the show to enjoy drinks in the lounge
and to maximize your chances of
sitting together as a group during the
show.” ~LinBoston 12/31/18
“Do not miss “Us Two” at Act II
Entertainment Stages! They have four
different themed shows each month
this season. Tremendously talented
performers!!” - davemM5470OS

Comedy Drag Cabaret, starring JoAnna,
and Emmy-Award Winner, ChiChi Rones
Sundays & Wednesdays- 9:30 p.m.
The Dueling Drag Divas return
to the Red Room with an All-NEW,
2019 LIVE show! JoAnna (aka Joe
Perry) and Emmy Award Winner,
ChiChi Rones, sing hysterical spoofs
of Cher, Tina Turner, Marilyn Monroe,
Shirley Bassey, Amy Winehouse,
Janis Joplin, Lady Gaga and more!
JoAnna is celebrating her 13th season
in Vallarta! Starting out in NYC,
JoAnna has won numerous awards,
including “Best Patsy Cline Singer”
at the Cowgirl Hall of Fame. The
New York Times hails her as “One of
the Best.” In addition to PV, JoAnna
has enjoyed 6 smash seasons in
Provincetown and currently 8 fabulous
summer seasons in Ogunquit, Maine.
Emmy Award Winner Ch Chi Rones is
excited to be back in Vallarta for a 7th
season! She is excited to be debuting this
all new show here in PV. Bette Midler,
Edith Piaf and a duet with Sammy Davis,
Jr. & Liza Minnelli, which must be seen
to be believed! Iconic voices Shirley
Bassey and Judy Garland, all sung in Chi
Chi’s soaring voice.

THIS WEEK - “Oldies, Volume 1!”
Featuring Daniel, Noemi & their LIVE BAND!
Winner - 2017 Best Band Award!
Shows On Wednesday! Every Week A New Show! 7:30 p.m.

Never before has Act II witnessed
such loyalty from fans who discovered
Us Two at Act II Entertainment! With
more TripAdvisor 5 star reviews than

any other PV performers, fans have
been known to attend an UsTwo show
every week! With that in mind that,
Act II Producer, Danny Mininni, and
the members of Us Two, give fans
the chance to see a new show every
week! Us Two’s Wednesday night
show features a different show every
week, with a total of four different
shows per month! Known for bringing
the classics that you love the most back
to life, Us Two will feature a Classics,
Volume I and Classics, Volume II,
because how can you fit all of that great
music into one show? Other shows will
include Country Week and the intimate
“Unplugged” show.
(See website
and press releases for weekly genre
reminders.) But no matter what the genre
is, Us Two always brings you music
from the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s in the form
of song and dance, rock and roll, fun and
games and humor and chat, all bundled
into a 90-minute Vegas-style show!
This week… 1st WEDNESDAY “Oldies, Volume 1”

TripAdvisor ★★★★★
“Still the best! This was our fourth
visit to see US TWO. They have added
a keyboard to their band of amazingly
talented performers. These two put on
a show that is remarkable for a venue
like this. They have packed the house
at each of the performances we have
attended. The show they put on is
warm, funny and remarkably GOOD!
Don’t miss this one. You will be glad
you went!” - MJPmd
“Do not miss “Us Two” at Act II
Entertainment Stages! They have four
different themed shows each month
this season. Tremendously talented
performers!!” - davemM5470OS

For more information about our shows, or to order tickets, please go to our website at www.act2pv.com Tickets are also available at our box
office which is open daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. The Act II Entertainment Stages complex is located upstairs on the corner of Insurgentes and
Basilio Badillo in the Romantic Zone on the South side of Puerto Vallarta. For more information, call 222-1512, or follow Act II on Facebook.
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In case you didn’t get enough of Los Bambinos’ father Genaro Morales’
special performances last week at Bambinos Trattoria, not to fear! Back by
popular demand, Los Bambinos will present two more heartfelt and endearing
collaborations with their musician father on Friday and Saturday night at 8 p.m. at
Bambinos Trattoria. Genaro Morales was an important influence in inspiring the
musical careers of his 4 sons, and he instilled a strong work ethic and emphasized
the importance of working as a team to succeed.
For over 15 years, the Morales Brothers have been a favorite Puerto Vallarta
attraction due to their beautiful voices, 4-part harmonies, and good natured
vibes. Los Bambinos are thrilled to share their love of music which they learned
from their father. Do not miss the chance to see these wonderful and touching
performances! “As brothers, we found it was very special to share the stage with
our father and harmonize together with him,” agreed the four Morales brothers
after last Saturday’s performance with their dad. Some of the songs Genero will
perform again include Moliendo Cafe, Perhaps, Besame Mucho, El Bodeguero,
and La Bikina. Come join Los Bambinos and their father for TWO MORE great
shows this week on Friday and Saturday!
Los Bambinos’ shows start at 8 p.m., and you can also enjoy fresh and delicious
Italian fare at Bambinos Trattoria before or during the shows. Bambinos Trattoria
is open for lunch and dinner from 3 to 10 p.m. Monday through Saturday, and
they specialize in fresh pastas, mouth-watering pizzas and satisfying main
entrées. Stroll along the charming cobblestone streets of the Romantic Zone and
enjoy this unique dinner and show experience at Bambinos Trattoria. Bambinos
Trattoria is the spot for a perfect combination of mouth watering food and
inspiring live music. We dare you to experience one of the best dinner and shows
in town. While there may be other options in the area, Los Bambinos’ energetic
and vibrant performances will be your best choice by far!
** Also, mark your calendar and reserve your table for a Valentine’s Day Special
4-Course Dinner and Show now. Do not miss it! Reserve now so you can be part
of this wonderful event that has already become a Bambinos Trattoria tradition.
You can expect a fun, romantic evening that your sweetie or friends will cherish
now and forever. Seating is limited so make your reservation TODAY! **

Thursday Night 8 p.m. | Legends of Rock and Roll
Let loose and let the good times roll on Thursdays with Los Bambinos as you
enjoy classic rock tunes and inspirational lyrics.
Friday & Saturday Nights 8 p.m. | Latin Party (Special Performances
this week starring Los Bambinos’ father, Genaro Morales)
Things will heat up on Friday and Saturday nights when latin hits rule. Let
Los Bambinos add an extra pep in your step with some spicy tunes that really
hit the spot. Don’t miss both of these exceptionally special performances with
Los Bambinos father and musical inspiration, Genaro Morales.
Don’t miss Happy Hour at Bambinos Trattoria!
Happy Hour from 3 to 6 p.m.: Get a 2x1 Margarita,
beer or Daiquiri every day from 3 to 6 p.m.
PLUS Get 1 order of Bruschettas + 1 Margarita or beer +
1 artisanal ice cream for only $249 pesos!
Valid from 3 to 6 p.m. only.
Bambinos Trattoria is a great place to enjoy fresh Italian Food, prepared
by a team of talented Chefs. Open Monday - Saturday with a complete menu,
Bambinos Trattoria is located at 314 Aguacate, corner of Carranza (just
before Mundo de Azulejos on Carranza). Bring your friends and family and
reserve your table early for the best seat in the house. VIP section available
in front right near the main stage. Seating for each show begins at 6:30 and
shows start at 8 p.m. Visa and Mastercard accepted. Visa and Mastercard
accepted. Information and tickets at www.losbambinosmusic.com or call for
a reservation (322) 222-4357, English spoken. Don’t miss this must-see show!

(See location number on Central Map)

Check out this week’s show with Los Bambinos:
Monday & Tuesday Nights 8 p.m. | Beatlemania The Beatles
Who doesn’t love the Beatles? Get ready to sing along to your favorites as the
brothers put their one of a kind spin on songs from the classic English rock superstars.
Wednesday Night 8 p.m. | Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons
Perfect for date night, this touching and powerful show highlights each of the brother’s
unique and dazzling voices for a performance that you and your sweetie can enjoy together.

7
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Soo… We started to hear about the
benefits of medicinal mushrooms for
a bunch of stuff, including for pets.
Here’s the buzz, and where you can
find them locally.
First of all, its nothing NEW or
weird, Traditional Chinese Medicine
(TCM) and Egyptians have been
using them for thousands of years.
“Mushrooms -or fungi- balance and
restore your immune system, increase
oxygen flow to your cells, amp up
your mental and creative acuity,
regulate your blood sugar, lower your
stress levels, ensure restful sleep, and
cure myriad physical, emotional, and
mental ailments.”
Here are 4 of the best:
1. Reishi, THE QUEEN
- Sleep better
- Stress less
- Cure seasonal allergies
Reishi has been used in TCM for
at least 2,000 years, with the first
known written records dating from
the Han Dynasty (206 B.C. to A.D.
220). Reishi has the ability to
boost the body’s immune system to
protect it against pathogens such
as viruses, bacteria, and parasites.
Even when pathogens aren’t present,
an optimally functioning immune
system will exponentially increase
your overall health and wellness
to the point where you can witness
the effects of aging being reversed
- both physically and cognitively.
The compounds in reishi work
externally and internally to keep you
looking young by reducing dermal
oxidation (when proteins on the skin
are damaged, causing wrinkles and
other signs of aging) and protecting
your cellular DNA and mitochondria
from oxidant damage, allowing you
to remain energized and alert.
Another major benefit of reishi is
how it works to achieve hormonal
balance.
When you have an
optimally functioning hormonal
system (and surprisingly few of us do
- for a slew of reasons, including the
impact of environmental toxins and
the over-prescribing of prescription
medications), your body can relax
and recover during the night as it is
meant to.
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Krystal Frost

2. Chaga (Inonotus obliquus)
- Ward off the common cold
- Have shiny, thick hair
and glowing skin
- Lower inflammation caused
by a busy, stressful life
If reishi is the queen of
mushrooms, then chaga is the
big daddy, the implacable and
respected father of the mushroom
world. The first recorded usage of
chaga dates to 17th-century Russia,
where it was widely used in folk
medicine to treat everything from
cancers to gastrointestinal issues.
Like reishi, chaga has astonishing
immunomodulation powers. Chaga
polysaccharides, specifically its
beta-glucans, have the ability to
boost the production of lymphocytes
(white blood cells that regulate
the immune response to infectious
microorganisms and other foreign
substances). Chaga is a rich source
of antioxidants. One dose of dualextracted chaga (the typical amount
found in a single cup of strong
chaga tea) packs the same number of
antioxidants as 30 pounds of carrots.
For me, chaga has proven itself to
be a health miracle. You know how
toxic air travel is, so we pump up
the immune system before travel by
dosing a day or two before (which is
1,000–2,000 mg of strong immunity
tinture). Chaga is a remarkably
effective at protection against the
common cold and flu. Maybe use
some Chaga instead of the flu shot?
3. Lion’s Mane
(Hericium erinaceus)
Lion’s mane looks like a cluster of
cascading white strands.
- Improve memory
- Boost concentration
- Protect your nervous system

Unlike the shape of most mushroom
fruiting bodies (a smooth cap and
stem), Lion’s Mane looks like a
cluster of cascading white strands.
History suggests that it was used
in TCM specifically for treating
stomach and digestive problems,
including cancers. It was also used
as a general restorative due to its
anti-inflammatory,
antibacterial,
and immunomodulation properties.
Lion’s Mane’s effects on the brain
truly distinguish it from other
medicinal mushrooms and make
it an utterly fascinating subject.
It has the ability to repair and
regenerate neurons, resulting in
improved cognitive function, and
the mushroom has been known to
mitigate and even reverse the effects
of neurological diseases such as
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s,
and
dementia, among others. So, check
this out. Your body contains nerve
growth factors (NGF), proteins that
protect existing neurons and stimulate
new neuron growth. These proteins
play a crucial role in maintaining
the viability of the neurons required
for the nervous system to function
properly. Lion’s Mane stimulates the
synthesis of NGF. It not only has the
potential to help those suffering from
neurological disorders, but through
NGF stimulation, it can potentially

reverse the cognitive deterioration
that creeps up on many of us as we age.
Lion’s Mane has no known side
effects.
4. Turkey Tail (Coriolus versicolor
or Trametes versicolor)
Use turkey tail to:
- Treat the common cold and flu
- Aid digestion
- Help heal infections
- Turkey Tail earned its name due to
the mushroom’s fan shape. This
mushroom can be identified by
the concentric circles of varying
colors that appear on its fruiting
body. Turkey Tail is full of
polysaccharides and triterpenes
that give it its immunomodulation
properties, providing overall
immune support and regulation.
But what sets Turkey Tail apart
are two of its unique betaglucans: PSK and PSP.
PSK has received national media
attention for its anticancer properties.
PSK and PSP in Turkey Tail have the
ability to regenerate white blood
cells (which are necessary to ward off
infection) and stimulate the activity
and creation of T-cells, macrophages,
and natural killer (NK) cells, enabling
the immune system to once again
ward off and destroy pathogens. PSK
is the best-selling anticancer drug in
Japan, and is used in combination
with surgery, chemotherapy, and
radiation therapy. We had a couple of
calls for Turkey Tail from pet owners
to treat pets too.
Organic Select carries a Super
immune booster tincture with a
compound of Reishi, Chaga and
Turkey Tail. Also single extracts of
Turkey Tail and Lion’s Mane, in the
botanical section of the store.
My personal favorite is the
compound, then I figure I get the best
of all three.
There’s also a girl that handles
tinctures at the Mercado del Pueblo
in Sayulita on Fridays.
There you have it.

Krystal Frost
For questions and comments - Cell: 322 116-9645,
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

Jaqui Karr, CSN, CVD

The title of this article includes
“Chronic Solutions” because the
solutions for chronic disease are
usually ongoing. We’ve seen total
reversal in many cases, but even
for them, continuous monitoring is
important to stay ahead of relapses.
For many cases, quality of life
can be massively improved with
ongoing solutions and treatment.
But you need a qualified practitioner
to become a long term partner and
guide you through because your
needs will change as you progress
from one level to the next. Enter
technology: Skype with your
Holistic Bio-Spa Advisor regularly
(their rates are more reasonable than
anywhere I’ve ever seen, to the point
that I’ve advised them they need to
raise prices a little bit so they can
continue helping people).
Are there guaranteed solutions to
all disorders? Of course not, we’re
not there yet. But there’s certainly
less suffering and even complete
recovery for some people… but
they wouldn’t know unless they try.
3 FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS:
1) Are treatments legal? Answer:
Yes, according to local laws.
2) Are treatments safe? Answer:
Yes, they’ll start you slow and modify
as you go, they’re going by what
many renowned progressive doctors
have been finding success with.

Zoli
Hargitai,
owner /
founder of
The Holistic
Bio Spa

The Holistic Bio Spa
Is located in Plaza Marina, Local B-10. Open Monday
to Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Tel: 221-1607. www.holisticbiospa.com
Email: info@holistic-bio-spa.com

(See location number on Central Map)

The night before a trip, I
should have finished packing and
then enjoyed a glass of wine with
dinner. Instead, I was doubled
over on the bed, fighting tears from
severe cramps, wondering how I
was going to survive my flight just
hours away. Would they even let me
through security and on the plane
with tears streaming my face? I got
contaminated at lunch. No dinner.
No wine. Just pain.
Fortunately, it was early enough
to call ahead of my trip and find
a detox clinic to speed up my
recovery. None of them answered
my questions properly, except one.
One clinic knew what I was asking,
sounded professional, and also
sounded incredibly empathetic…
That’s how I met Holistic Bio-Spa in
Puerto Vallarta. I went from patient
to friend as soon as I walked through
the door (they’re THAT nice), and
remain a friend years later.
My reaction was acute and went
away quickly enough (thanks to
their heavy detox treatments), but
what about those with chronic
disease? What about people in
constant pain and not just a negative
reaction to food? Even if not fatal,
pain is all-consuming, and it usually
doesn’t go away with basic cleanses.
There was a time when there was

absolutely nothing to be done and
people were left suffering.
Thankfully, there are some new
methods to not only alleviate pain,
but to see reversal too.
Cancer, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s
…so many diseases that used to
be a death sentence. There aren’t
solutions for every case, depending
on a variety of factors, but there are
solutions for many cases. Thousands
of cases all over the world were
diagnosed at stage 4 and told to go
home and get their affairs in order.
Instead, they went to “alternative
treatment” (quickly becoming the
norm) and a decade later, they’re still
doing great and sending postcards to
the doctors that originally diagnosed
doom and destruction.
Some treatments are controversial,
and then within a few short years,
they’re legal (think of dispensaries
opening up everywhere). Other
treatments aren’t so controversial,
but they require knowledge and
experience (and not having hands
tied by government agencies). This
is where we get into gray zone,
depending on what country you
live in. People dealing with the
same conditions in one country are
comfortable, pain-free, and even
enjoying reversal of symptoms
while others with the exact same
condition are in such deep pain that
they’ve check out of life.

3) What’s the best way to start?
Answer: Do a Skype consult before
booking a trip (unless you happen
to be in Vallarta already) and have
as much information on hand as
possible. This will help them assess
your case and determine how much
time you need on site, if you need
to be on site at all. They may be
able to provide quick suggestions
of specific foods and supplements
you can start taking immediately,
and more than likely: What foods to
avoid specific to your condition.
Everything comes back to quality
of life. We’ve made a bit of a mess with
our toxic world and are collectively
suffering the consequences. It’s time
to turn back the clock and correct the
errors. No one deserves to live in pain,
no one. The other thing I know for sure:
We’re not islands, not meant to handle
life alone, especially the difficult parts
of life. Get a solid partner on your
health team for emotional strength and
of course knowledge and experience in
the world of healing. Salud y amor
y tiempo para disfrutarlo xoxo
(Health and love and time to enjoy it).
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How would you like to learn to
set clear boundaries and speak
your truth, become empowered,
and have healthy relationships and
friendships? It may sound too good
to be true, but it is possible.
You can learn to connect with your
center; with your inner self. You
must want to develop a nurturing,
supportive relationship with your
“self”. If you want to develop selfrespect and self-love, you must learn
to set boundaries and stop peoplepleasing, accommodating, and selfsacrificing!
You must make a commitment to
become your own first priority, set
firm boundaries, and communicate
authentically with others.
Of course, I am not referring to nor
condoning, the person who already
lives his life in the opposite extreme:
self-centered and self-absorbed,
only aware of their own needs and
desires, oblivious to others, only
thinking of himself, who rarely or
never sacrifices a thing; not time, nor
money, nor effort, for anyone else.
That type of behavior is in no way
the goal, nor does it create healthy
relationship connections.
Instead, I am referring to the person
who has chronically, possibly for their
entire life, put everyone else first, and
minimized or completely dismissed
their own needs and desires, who has
great difficulty saying “no” and ends
up feeling depleted, unappreciated,
and resentful. Women in particular
are taught to be people pleasing,
accommodating, and self-sacrificing.
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Giselle Belanger

RN, LCSW

Are you a people-pleaser?
Do you accommodate others in
order to avoid conflict? Do you find
that you are constantly betraying
yourself and designing your life
around other peoples’ desires? Do
you engage in conversations you find
boring and unstimulating, because
you don’t want to be rude? Do you
sacrifice what you want or what
makes you comfortable in order not to
hurt someone else’s feelings? Do you
leave conflicts wishing you’d spoken
up for yourself? Do you over commit
to obligations and under commit to
activities that bring you joy? Do you
agree to be intimate with people, but
later regret your decision? Do you
feel like you give much more than
you receive? Are you in relationships
and friendships that are lop-sided and
unreciprocated?
One example that may seem
extreme, is a woman who admitted
that one reason she stayed so long
in a very unhappy marriage, was
because she didn’t want to disappoint
her father. She said, “he would have
never approved of the divorce… my
father never would have forgiven
me”. In part, she was referring to
their religious belief that “one is

married for life”, which is actually
another way of feeling very trapped,
unable to connect to your authentic
self or to be acting in your highest
good. This made so much sense to
her, that she was baffled when other
people expressed such shock.
You have the right
to meet your needs
From the co-dependent standpoint,
this is the need to meet other people’s
needs instead of your own, or of
putting your needs last. It is the
need to be approved of, and the fear
of rejection and abandonment; it is
the codependent tendency to selfsacrifice to any degree in order to
satisfy the needs of others.
It is incredibly difficult for many
people to release themselves from
this pattern and to believe that they
have a right to speak their truth and
meet their needs. Some people are so
disconnected, they do not even know
what their truth is! It is very important
to give yourself permission to explore
this and discover your inner voice.
Brene Brown teaches that all of
this happens because of Shame.
Low self-worth and low self-esteem
are by-products of feeling shame; of
believing that you are not worthy of
more, or better, or love or happiness.
The need to please others is motivated
by our need to be liked and approved
of, as well as the need to avoid being
judged, ridiculed, and criticized, all of
which, perpetuate shame. The learned
need to sacrifice your happiness in
order not to upset someone else, is
the need for approval and acceptance,
based in fear of rejection.
As a result, overtime, we lose
our connection to our authentic,
empowered selves.
Become Your Authentic Self
There is a book, “Living With
Joy”, by Sanaya Roman, that devotes

chapters to the concepts of Self-Love,
Self-Worth, Self-Respect, and SelfEsteem. It is essential to develop
these in order to stop people-pleasing
and become your Authentic Self.
Self-love requires that you learn to
detach from the reactions of others. It
also means “stepping out of guilt”; of
disappointing or upsetting someone
in order to be true to you. Selfrespect at the highest levels comes
from honoring your soul. This means
speaking and acting from a level of
integrity and honesty that reflects
your higher self. It means standing
by what you believe in and acting in a
way that reflects your values.
Creating self-esteem and selfworth involves honoring your
own feelings. It means honoring
yourself with your words, actions,
and behavior. Do not wait for other
people to respect you or treat you in
a positive way; they will not until you
treat yourself with respect. In other
words, “How you treat yourself is
how others will treat you” (page 58).
The challenge is to respect yourself
while those around you do not. First,
forgive them, and then let go of any
need for them to validate you. “When
you need other people to validate,
appreciate, or understand you to feel
good about yourself, you give away
your power” (page 62).
Listening to Your Inner Self
Quieting the negative self-talk and
disempowering old negative beliefs
that have become all too familiar is
also required in order to listen and pay
attention to your “inner self”. How
can you honor it if you are still giving
in to the old voices in your head
reminding you of how unworthy you
are? Practicing positive affirmations
is essential.
Stay tuned for part 2: next
week’s article will provide tips on
setting boundaries and becoming
empowered.

Giselle Bellanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available for
appointments in person, by phone, or by skype webcam.
Contact info: ggbelangerpv@gmail.com
Mex cell: 044 (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203

This year’s vote to determine the
ugliest new building in Puerto Vallarta
was really too close to call. In a perfect
world, all seventeen candidates would
have taken first place. But we only
had one Ughie trophy (a scale model
of the Empire State Building Being
Pooped On By King Kong). So all
we could do was award the sixteen
losers certificates of “Dishonorable
Mention”.
The first round of voting resulted
in a tie for first place between a tenstory monstrosity and a seven-story
abomination.
When we voted to break the tie, I
was forced to recuse myself because
I have several friends living in a
building severely impacted by the
construction of the abomination. One
of these friends, Amelia, described
what it was like:
“We used to have a nice view of
the ocean and the mountains. It was
really beautiful. Now our view is of a
concrete wall - only six feet from our
balcony! Not only is our view gone,
but so is the air. I didn’t know they
were allowed to put up a wall right
outside your window.”
They’re not.
“The construction has been going
on for two years,” Amelia continued.
“The noise and the dust have been
unbearable! And they’re still not
done. It’s a total nightmare!”
Amazingly,
the
ten-story
monstrosity did not take first place,
largely because the seven-story
abomination (blighting the face of the
Romantic Zone like a canker sore on
Rudy Giuliani’s lip), though smaller
and less intrusive than its larger
inbred cousin, is possibly the ugliest
building ever constructed. Like, ever!
How to describe this ode to aesthetic
self-mutilation? Words fail me. All
I can say is, the exterior looks like
it has been covered with giant slices
of square-holed swiss cheese, which
were then crinkled and coated with
spray-on styrofoam.
Once the contest ended, I was left
with a troubling question. Did the
builder set out to create the ugliest
building, or (and I know this sounds
insane), did he really believe that his
design was “attractive”? There was

Gil Gevins

only one way to find out. I would have
to ask the man himself.
The builder, Sr. Frank Lloyd
Lastima, was too busy to see me in
person, so we communicated by text.
My first question was: Were you
named for the great architect, Frank
Lloyd Wright. His reply: Who?
But is that your real name?
please, call me pedro
tell me, pedro, what gave you the
idea for the square-holed swiss cheese/
styrofoam look
what
is that really styrofoam with square
holes cut out
WHAT!
what my readers really want to
know, pedro, is, do you have something
against puerto vallarta
WHAT!
pedro, why do you keep saying,
‘WHAT!’
who did you say you were
my name is spencer tracy. i’m the
editor of architectural disgust
you mean, architectural digest
no, the digest writes about beautiful
architecture. here at the disgust we
concentrate on the the unsightly, the
out-of-place, the grotesquely conceived
and horrifically executed, the…
i never heard of your magazine.
it’s a new publication. which
reminds me, how would you like to
be our first “man of the year”? your
only competition is the set designer of
Zombie Apocalypse. and i cast the
deciding vote, so…
Mr. Wright never responded to my
last text, or any subsequent texts, so
I set off to find the architect, the man
who had actually created the design.
But he too had fled the country and
was now living in Aspen, Colorado.
I’ve always liked Aspen, so I flew up
there and located Sr. Alfonso Ciego in
a marijuana shop where he had taken
up semi-permanent residence.

The shop had several comfortable
chairs and couches, one of which
contained the remains of Sr. Ciego.
I took a seat beside him, introduced
myself and asked about his building in
Puerto Vallarta.
“A building?” he replied dreamily.
“Yes, a building you designed in
Puerto Vallarta.”
“Puerto… Vallarta?” he said in a
faraway voice.
“Yes, in Mexico.”
“Oh, of course, Mexico!” Sr. Ciego
nodded with dawning comprehension.
“That’s, like, a country, right?” he
asked, popping five tiny teddy bears
into his mouth.
“What are you eating?”
“Gummy bears,” Sr. Ciego replied.
“A normal person only needs one.”
“I see. So, Sr. Ciego, how long have
you been an architect?”
“I’m an architect?”
“Didn’t you know?”
“Well, I guess you could call me
an architect. I mean, I’ve got this
dynamite Collector’s Edition Lego Set,
man, and I make, like, this awesome
stuff with it. Like, last week, I made
this bridge, and one end comes out of
Godzilla’s mouth, and, like, at the other
end, there’s Spiderman! So Godzilla
and Spiderman, they’re gonna meet,

like, in the middle of the bridge, and
it’s gonna be totally awesome, man!”
“Hold on, Sr. Ciego. I think I may
have made a mistake. Did you, or
did you not design the parking lot
abomination in Puerto Vallarta?”
“Um… what does it look like?”
“Well,” I said, “it has seven stories.”
“Seven stories? Are you, like, sure?
That’s, like, pretty tall for a parking lot.”
“It’s not a parking lot, Sr. Ciego; it
was built on top of a parking lot!”
“On top of a parking lot? Holy cow!
What did they do with the cars?”
“They moved them.”
Sr. Ciego was impressed. “Far out!
So, uh, you got some M&M’s on you,
man? A little popcorn? An Oreo?”
“No, not on me.”
“How about a cheeseburger?”
“Sr. Ciego, are you trying to tell me
that you do not remember designing a
seven-story building in Puerto Vallarta?”
“No, I’m trying to tell you, I’m so
hungry I’m gonna start eating this
couch if I don’t… hey, did you say,
Puerto Vallarta? Yeah, it’s, like,
coming back to me now. Yeah, man,
I remember designing that building.
It came to me, like, in a vision, after
I ate a Mile High Mint Bar, and a
Green Giant Ganja Bread and two
Apocalypse Popsicles, and…

Gil Gevins
Is the author of five hilarious books, including the
classic, PUERTO VALLARTA ON 49 BRAIN CELLS A
DAY, and his latest laugh-fest, 1967: THE AUTUMN OF
POST-COITAL DESPAIR. Signed copies of all Gil’s books
are available at LUCY’S CUCU CABAÑA, located at 295
Basilio Badillo. Or as E-Books on Amazon.
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Ongoing Events & More...
Emergency Line: 911

Hospiten

226.2081

Historical Naval Museum
(right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) $45. Pesos.
Voladores de Papantla perform @ 6 p.m.
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.
Mondays to Saturdays - 9 & 11 a.m. + 1 & 3 p.m. El Salado Estuary Mangroves Tours, bilingual guides.
Reserve at 226-2878 or 044 (322) 175-7539.
Mondays - 11 a.m. - Mahjongg - at Andale’s - 221-5730
Tuesdays - 9:30 a.m. - Free Malecon Sculpture Tours meet at the Millennium sculpture next to Hotel Rosita

222.0923

178-8999 / Emergency: 911
178-8800 / Emergency: 222-1527

In Guadalajara: 01 333 268-2100
Emergency: 01 555 080-2000
Email: conagencypuertov@state.gov

Tuesdays - 10 a.m. - Humanitarian Tour of Corazón de
Niña, including brunch. Reserve with Melissa: 224-9209
Tuesdays & Wednesdays - 10:30 a.m. - IFC Home Tours
leave Sea Monkey restaurant - www.ifctoursforvallarta.com
Wednesdays - 4 p.m. BINGO! - at Nacho Daddy’s
Wednesdays - 8 p.m. - Practilonga! at J&B Dancing Club, Fco. I. Madero 178. Free!
Thursdays - 6 p.m. - Free Malecon Sculpture Tours meet at Galeria Pacifico - 174 Aldama
Fridays - Shabbat Services & dinner.
Info & Reservations: Rabbi@chabadvallarta.com
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays - 9 a.m. to closing - PETCO
Cats & Dogs Adoption Center - next to La Comer

Thursdays - 6 to 19 p.m. - Marina Market in the Marina
Fridays - 9:30 am - 1:30 pm - Marsol Market - by the pier
Saturdays - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. - 3 Hens & a Rooster
Market at the Lions’ Club - 280 Fco. Madero
Saturdays - 9 am - 2 pm - Olas Altas Farmers’ Market
at Lazaro Cardenas Park

Saturdays
10:30 a.m.-12 noon - Writers’ Group at the Boutique Theatre, upstairs at Nacho Daddy’s
11 a.m.-2 p.m. - AngeliCat & Acopio Pet Adoptions at Plaza Caracol
5 p.m. - Bilingual Mass - at Our Lady of Guadalupe
12 noon to 1 p.m. - Metaphysical Group - at the Cuale
Cultural Center on Isla Cuale Rev.CorinaScherer@gmail.com
Sundays - 6 to 7 p.m. - Municipal Band,
7 to 8 p.m. - Danzon Music - Dancing in the main square
SPCA - To find your perfect companion animal rescued by the
SPCA, please contact spcapv@gmail.com

PLEASE leaf through this issue for the many events that
do not appear here ...and JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!
N.B.: All events are subject to change without notice.
For a comprehensive list of most -if not all- charity groups and
non-profit organizations in and around PV, you may want to check out:
ww.puertovallarta.net/fast_facts/non-profit.php
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Solution to crossword on page 47

Solution to Sudoku on page 47

AEROTRON
226-8440
AIR CANADA 01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA
01 800 252-7522
AMERICAN 01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL
See United
DELTA
01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER 01 800 432-1359
INTERJET
01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY 01 800 924-6184
UNITED
01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS 01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO 01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST 01 800 435 9792
WESTJET
01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS
01 551 102-8000

9 a.m. – English Services, also Bilingual Services on Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
– at Calvary Chapel (non-denominational) by Hotel Las Palmas
9:30 a.m. – English Worship Service – First Baptist Church,
next to Park Hidalgo
9:30 a.m. - Grace Vineyard Church Bilingual at Westin Resort & Spa
in the PV Marina, 9:30 - English, 10 - Español.
10 a.m. - Traditional Christian communion service – at the Anglican
Church Puerto Vallarta (formerly Christ Church by the sea)
10 a.m. – English Services w/communion, Anglican/Episcopal –
at Christ Church by the Sea – Plaza Genovesa
10:30 a.m. – Christian Worship in Paradise –
Bilingual music / worship at Act II

Animal lovers! These are the
Facebook pages of some PV
non-profits that love them too.
animalistas de puerto vallarta
25,000+ friends
PV AnimalAc 1,800+ friends
PV’s Animal Shelter
pv mexico adopt foster and
flight angels 1,400+ members
assists PV’s Animal Shelter
Friends of Puerto Vallarta Animals
8,300+ followers
assists PV’s Animal Shelter
PuRR Project
1,300+ followers
www.purrproject.com
AngeliCat
8,700+ followers
Paraíso Felino
1,400+ followers
Match Dog Com Puerto Vallarta
2,500+ followers
MexPup
7,500+ followers
www.mexpup.com
Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic
1,800+ followers
Peace Animals
6,600+ followers
www.peaceanimals.org
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1.- Insist on a comparative
market analysis of the “solds” and
a list of the competition on the
market for any villa or condo you
are considering buying. Don’t
take no for an answer.
Although it is true that
historically there has been a history
of not recording true sales prices
in the Mexican public registry,
this doesn’t have to continue, and
it is illegal. You, as a buyer have
the right to information before you
spend your money. Information of
sold data: price, sell date, area, and
if there is a mortgage, is important.
Traditionally, seller financing
commands a higher sales price.
Some agencies do not show any
properties for sale but their own.
If you ask for the comparative
market analysis and a list of what is
available in the areas you like, you
should find more than one office’s
information, or this is a red flag.
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Harriet Murray

Insist on comparisons of what
features the sold properties have
versus the one you are considering
buying. Opinion is cheap, and
thought requires work.
2.- Be careful about which
agent you choose. Mexico does
not require education or fiduciary
standards for persons selling
real estate. At the present time,
anyone, national or foreigner can
write up a sales contract for you
to sign and receive a commission,
whether his work is correct or not.

Foreigners
should
have
permission to work from the
government and be able to give
you a copy of their RFC or
registration in the tax authority,
which shows they are a business.
Anyone trying to sell you
something or acting as your agent
tries to talk you out of professional
advice, this is a red flag.
3.- Insist upon the purchase
funds being put into an escrow
account. There is no reason for
you to use an account of the broker
(which is prohibited by our AMPI
chapters in the Bay of Banderas),
or to use the notary or any private
individual.
Don’t be talked into the idea
that the cost of an escrow account
is too expensive or a waste of
money. Do not proceed with any
purchase until you obtain local
professional advice badly needed
service at reasonable fees. There
are reputable escrow companies
you can use in Mexico.

4.- Do not proceed with any
purchase until you obtain local
professional advice. Unless you
are a national and understand
Mexican real estate law and taxes,
or you are a foreigner who is fluent
in the language and understand the
Mexican real estate and tax law,
you are not capable of representing
yourself. There are knowledgeable
real estate agents, attorneys, and
accountants available.
There are no formally approved
real estate contracts, and no
disclosure regulations for you to
depend upon. You have to be aware
and become good at asking questions
and using good judgement.
You have a great opportunity
right now to find a wonderful
deal on a villa or condominium
in our market of Puerto Vallarta,
Bucerias and La Cruz, Punta
Mita and many points in between.
If you take sound steps in the
process, you will be very fortunate
and happy, for many reasons, to
own a home here.
This article is based upon legal
opinions, current practices and my
personal experiences. I recommend
that each potential buyer or seller
of real estate conduct his own due
diligence and review.

Harriet Murray

Can be contacted at harriet@casasandvillas.com
www.casasandvillas.com

When the Marlin and Sailfish
and Dorado and Tuna have all
left for warmer southern waters,
people for some reason think the
fishing just dies. But seriously,
with cooling water temperatures
having expectations of “machine
gun hook-ups” is unrealistic. Now
if you’re looking for a great
day on the water, I can do that
for you, amigo. Corbeteña is
seeing the seasonal change as
well with fewer and smaller
Yellowfin Tuna in the 25 to 40lbs. Football range. Sailfish
possible, with sparse Stripers in
the 225 range. They should be
picking up in numbers, they like
the 76-ish water temps. Amber
Jacks are here as well and could
be in excess of 50 lbs. easily.
Again, it’s that time of the year
so expectations need to be kept
in check. If you’re seriously
looking for Striped Marlin, you
need 12 hours and head about
13 miles out from the high spots
at El Banco. Yellowfin Tuna are
a better bet in this area with 25
to 45 lbs. common with some
in the 80-100-lb range, with
occasional 100 plus pounders.
It’s not exactly automatic either.
You can expect about four
strikes, now if you convert it’s
another thing. Keep those lines
tight and you will boat some nice
fish. Sailfish are a few miles
off The Rock, Cubera Snapper
to 50 lbs. for the “Jiggers”. I
have seen some posts lately
on Facebook from some of
the locals showing Monster
Yellowfin Tuna quoting they’re
at El Banco, but don’t count on
it. With possible Dorado in the
area at 25 lbs. and less for the
lucky enough to find debris in
the water or a floating log. All in
all, a 12-hour trip is something to
consider if targeting Striped Marlin
or Sailfish. It’s still rolling the dice
with maximum effort.
With clashing currents around the
Punta Mita area to El Moro, there
have been some rough seas. These
clashing currents also have debris

Stan Gabruk

from storms up as far as California
in recent weeks. Having said that,
the fishing is interesting. Once
again, a shot at Sailfish, Striped
Marlin and Dorado are about equal
to that of Corbeteña.
Rooster
fish are just teasing, we should
have some, but they’re someplace
where we’re not. Jack Crevalle are

(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

naturally everywhere to 50 lbs.
and taking baits nicely. Needle
fish by El Moro. I’ve seen local
captains posting pictures of
Pompano in decent size ranges.
Just remember, these fish are
being caught off the back sides
of the islands. If you’re fishing
in this area after the Game
warden type guys’ show up,
you’ve got a new ticket.
In the bay frankly the
fishing can be better than
what’s happening some days
at Corbeteña. Dorado are still
around areas like Los Arcos,
getting smaller in size though.
Sailfish are being boated daily
by La Cruz Marina as are Jack
Crevalle, their home base.
Snapper for the structure fishing
guys. Sea Bass are starting to
show up at about 10 lbs. but will
soon be larger. The area down
around Cabo Corrientes has had
some great action so don’t be
afraid to wander a bit, amigos.
The bite is still late, strange
but even with a mostly full
moon, keep it about 10 to 11 in
the morning so no need to beat
the chickens up in the morning.
With massive amounts of bait
it’s hard to make a call. But
there are “clouds” of red and
black Krill squid, so Hoochies
of this color would be a good
place to start. Guacamayas
and Iguana lures that mimic Dorado
are a good place to start with lures,
though Google eyes are working
well too. Blue and white lures
should not be forgotten with all the
flying fish in the area. Water temps
are still at the 76-degree range and
soon will be dropping ultimately to
about 70 degrees.

Until next week, don’t forget to
kiss Your Fish!
We’ve had some great success
matching people up on our shared
Super Panga program. It’s still the
best fishing deal in PV! Looking
for a fishing Deal? If you’re here in
Puerto Vallarta, we’ll “Hook U Up”
with others looking for the same
thing. Eight hours in a super Panga,
half the boat, each half a max of two
people, $275. USD, again that’s per
half the boat. It’s the best deal in
PV and they book quickly. Taking
reservations now. Also, if you’re
looking for Tours, consider us
your supplier, book a boat, or a
tour, and keep it simple.

Stan Gabruk
Web page: www.MasterBaiters.com.mx ,
Local Ph. at: (044) 322 779 7571 or our international
number is: 011 52 322 209-1128, 10 to 9 local time.

www.facebook.com/pages/Master-BaitersSportfishing-Tackle/88817121325
The trade name Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing
and Tackle is protected under trade mark law
and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.
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I thought it’s time to relook at an
item that people often forget about
when buying a new computer the warranty. We know in great
detail all about the warranty and
extended warranty available on a
new car. But when it comes to a
new computer, I think people are
just excited to get the new toy home
and see how fast it is compared to
their old museum-ready computer.
In the rush, you may forget to ask
about basic warranty and extended
warranties for your new purchase.
All name brand computer
manufacturers give a 1-year
warranty - parts and labor. HP,
Dell, and Sony have good warranty
track records here in Mexico. HP
even has on-site warranty for
some models. On-site warranty is
where the HP tech comes to you!
At the end of the day, how the
manufacturer honors their warranty
makes all the difference.
I’ve seen VERY good warranty
service
from
HP
Mexico
personally. Two years ago, my
then 8-month old HP laptop
developed a failing motherboard. I
looked up my paperwork on it and
called HP. After some testing on
the phone they were satisfied about
the problems I initially reported.
I was given my golden “orden de
servicio” and told to call back in
a day or two to be given the DHL
shipping number for the empty box
being sent by HP to send in my
laptop to Guadalajara for warranty
repair.
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Long story short, HP did a very
good job. They only had the laptop
in their labs for 3 working days.
That includes for testing to verify
the old motherboard was failing,
locating and installing the new
motherboard to fit my model of
laptop, and testing to ensure all was
good again. Another 2 working
days for shipping and I was back
up and running.
Unfortunately the same cannot be
said for some other manufacturers
here. Acer has a terrible track
record for doing warranty repair
work in Mexico. I have one client
who sent their laptop in to Acer for
warranty and 3 months went by and
still no word of a returning, working
laptop. The client ended up going to
Profeco, but that did not get things
resolved. She ended up just buying
a new laptop in the interim.
If you live here most of the
year, you may want to consider
purchasing your next laptop here
as opposed to saving a few dollars
and buying in the US. With the
exchange being 19:1, a $ 9,000.peso laptop is only $ 500. US

in reality. Also, warranties for
most laptops bought in the US do
not have “worldwide” warranty
coverage.
Having someone
“mule” your dead laptop up to the
US for warranty work is a big pain.
Now if you do have a warranty
claim, what about your important
documents and photos? If you can
back up any data, before sending
your computer in for warranty work,
you should. Of course it is always
best if you’ve been doing back-ups
as you go, to avoid a “crisis” point.
Manufacturers cover their butts
very well on client’s data. If you
check on the websites of any brand
name computer manufacturer
under warranties, you’ll find an
average of 6 pages of fine print.
Buried deep in there is a line that
everyone should be aware of.
“IF CUSTOMER’S DATA
IS
ALTERED
OR
LOST
DUE TO ANY TROUBLE,
FAILURE OR MALFUNCTION
OF THE HARDWARE OR
OTHER STORAGE DEVICES
AND THE DATA CANNOT
BE
RECOVERED;
THE
MANUFACTURER SHALL NOT
BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGE
OR LOSS OF DATA, OR ANY
OTHER DAMAGE RESULTING
THEREFROM.” There it is... your
data. The manufacturer will not be
responsible for your Aunt Mary’s
75th birthday party pictures, or that
copy of your 2016 tax return files.
Now what about extended
warranties? We all hear about
them, but most people do not get
the extended coverage. I think it’s
money well spent - especially for
laptops! The average cost of an

extra 2 years warranty (for a total
of 3 years) is around $ 150. US.
To put that in perspective, if
you have a failed motherboard or
a bad screen on a laptop after the
1-year mark, and you don’t have
the extended warranty, it’ll run
you $ 150. - $ 250. US to have
either of those fixed. The extended
warranty really is so worth it, if
it’s from a reliable manufacturer.
Also never buy a BestBuy or
retail store’s extended warranty.
They just “re-sell” you the same
manufacturers’ extended warranty
with 150% mark-up on it. Always
get the extended warranty directly
with the manufacturer.
One note about the fine print
of computer screen AND TV
warranties. Just because you may
have a bad pixel (odd color dot on
the screen) it does not necessarily
fall into the warranty covered
category.
Standard industry
practice is that you must have at
least 5 bad pixels on your screen or
TV, in order for it to be a warranty
issue. You’ll see some unknown
brands of dirt cheap flat screen TVs
out there. BEWARE - ask about
the warranty before buying that
“incredible” deal!!
I’ve asked about some real cheap
TVs I’ve seen in stores around
town here and they only had 6
months warranty!! (If you can find
the manufacturer when you need
them.) If a company doesn’t have
faith in their product… why should
you? If the price seems too good to
be true... it probably is!
That’s all my time for now. If
you’d like to download this article
or previous ones, you can do so at
www.RonnieBravo.com and click
on “articles”. See you again next
week... until then, remember: only
safe Internet!

Ronnie Bravo
Can be found at CANMEX Computers.
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs, Data
Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware upgrades,
Graphic Design, House-calls available. Cellular 044322-157-0688 or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com

Samuel A. Donaldson | Will Shortz |

New York Times

Solution on Page 42

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row,
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box).
Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.
It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.
Solution on Page 42
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(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)
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(See location number on Central Map)

