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PV Mirror es una publicación semanal. Certificados 
de licitud de título  y contenido en tramite.  
Prohibida la reproducción total o parcial de su 
contenido, imágenes y/o fotografías sin previa 
autorización por escrito del editor.

The PVMIRROR wants your views and 
comments. Please send them by e-mail to: 
avineberg@yahoo.com

To Advertisers & Contributors and those with public 
interest announcements, the deadline for publication is:

2:00 pm on Monday of the 
week prior to publication.

NOTE:

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never 
quite got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at 
the maps on this page, you will note that PV  (as the locals call it) is on 
the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - 
one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern part of 
the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to the 
south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre 
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in 
the Pacific.  Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but 
actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.  
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands, thus the 
similarities in the climate of the two destinations.

You are here, finally! 
We wish you a warm

yet, if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds from your 
account back home. Try to avoid exchanging money at 
your hotel.  Traditionally, those offer the worst rates.

WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel is everything 
you ever dreamed of, you should experience at least a 
little of all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a condensed 
version of all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned 
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and Ixtapa, 
were developed. Millions have been spent to ensure that 
the original “small town” flavor is maintained downtown, in 
the Old Town and on the South Side.

DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a Mexican vacation 
must inevitably lead to an encounter with Moctezuma’s 
revenge is just that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto 
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for 
human consumption. It is one of only two cities in Mexico that 
can boast of such accomplishment. True, the quality of the 
water tested at the purification plant varies greatly from what 
comes out of the tap at the other end. So do be careful. On 
the other hand, most large hotels have their own purification 
equipment and most restaurants use purified water. If you 
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled 
water just about anywhere.

EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often 
fall in love with one of the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta. 
Many would like to bring it back with them, but believe that the 
laws do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to 
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for 
more info: 293-3690.

LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take 
one of the City Tours offered by the local tour agencies. Before 
boarding, make sure you have a map and take note of the 
places you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten path. 
Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes you. And 
don’t worry - this is a safe place.

that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates 
per passenger. City cabs are yellow or white, and charge by 
the ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go downtown, 
remember that your fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so 
make sure you are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free 
map, and insist on your full value from the driver! Note the 
number of your taxi in case of any problem, or if you forget 
something in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can help 
you check it out or lodge a complaint.

Uber has also been available in PV for the past year or so.  
Download their app in your smartphone.

TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is on Central Time, 
as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the 
north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La Cruz 
de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc.  North 
of Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on 
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.

TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the cost of long 
distance calls from your hotel room. Some establishments 
charge as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!

CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from the U.S. and 
Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and 
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322, 
then the seven digit number of the person you’re calling. Omit 
the prefix if dialling a land line.

LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 10%-15% of the bill 
at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids, 
etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices 
close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In 
restaurants, it is considered poor manners to present the 
check before it is requested, so when you’re ready to leave, 
ask «La cuenta, por favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.

MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a higher rate 
of exchange than the exchange booths (caja de cambio), 
though not all offer exchange services to foreigners.  Better 

AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION:  350,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny 

days per year. The temperature averages 28°C (82°F) and the 
rainy season extends from late June to early October.

FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great variety 
of animal species such as iguana, guacamaya, deer, 
raccoon, etc.

SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine 
National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where 
diving is allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of 
any kind is prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit of 
the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter. 
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected species, arrive to 
its shores to lay their eggs.

ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly on tourism, 
construction and to a lesser degree, on agriculture, 
mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon, 
pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.

CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in 
Mexico although Canadian and American dollars are widely 
accepted.

BUSES: A system of urban buses with different routes. 
Current fare is $10.00 Pesos per ticket and passengers 
must purchase a new ticket every time they board another 
bus. There are no “transfers”.

TAXIS: There are set rates within defined zones of the 
town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with 
the driver FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may want 
to check the rates usually posted in the lobby. Also, if you 
know which restaurant you want to go, do not let the driver 
change your mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions 
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying more than you 
should, in a second-rate establishment! There are 2 kinds 
of taxi cabs: those at the airport and the maritime port 

Welcome

Anna Reisman / Joe Harrington / Gary Beck
Krystal Frost / Giselle Belanger / Paco Ojeda
Ronnie Bravo / Tommy Clarkson
Harriet Murray / Stan Gabruk
Gil Gevins / Gregg Sutton / Virginia Fox
Alex Bourgeau / John Warren
Adriana Basail / Jacqui Karr
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avineberg@yahoo.com

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

Can a Patsy Cline western voice do a Billie 
Holliday jazz - really?  You believe it!

Go listen to Mikki do her magic at the Boutique 
Theatre.  You are going to love it.  We sure did.

Marilee Iverson

Many folks are completely oblivious to 
the concept of cultural differences and how 
our perception and behavior toward others is 
molded by our respective cultural background 
and experiences. Harriet Murray puts this in 
context in her recent PV Mirror Viewpoint 
essay focusing on the role culture plays in 
negotiating real estate purchases.  If readers 
missed this gem, it is available online, issue 
528, January 4-10, 2019.  

The article is an eye opener and extends 
beyond real estate purchases to the 
interactions we have on a daily basis in our 
diverse communities.  Thanks to Ms. Murray 
for initiating and sharing a perspective that 
needs an open conversation in today’s social, 
economic, political arena. 

It’s a flat world out there and getting smaller. 
It is imperative that we make an all-out 
effort to create and expand our knowledge, 
understanding and sensitivity of individual 
and cultural differences. 

Google ‘high and low context cultural 
differences’ for starters.

Thank you,

Luisa Yim

I just want to tell you about a near disaster 
that I had and was wondering if you could put 
a thank you in the PV Mirror for me. 

We had lunch at El Campanero across from 
Guadalupe Church on Monday, January 14th.

I left my purse in the bathroom with my 
iPhone, my eyeglasses and about 2500 pesos.  
I noticed about 30 minutes later when I went 
to make a purchase elsewhere that my purse 
was missing.  I raced back to the restaurant 
and, to my surprise and happiness, it was 
turned in to the staff.  When I offered a small 
donation for my appreciation, they refused to 
take it.

I want to thank (muchas gracias!) whomever 
the honest good Samaritan was who turned it 
in.  I was so relieved and grateful. 

Judith Daniels

Mark it down in your agenda! Sunday, 
January 27th will be the day for you to try 
no less than 40 different kinds of ceviches 
and aguachiles.  In addition to our contest 
to choose the best recipe of the Festival 
with a special complimentary degustation 
from 2 to 5 p.m., you’ll be able to try a dish 
from each of the participating restaurants.

Join us at Lazaro Cardenas Park (where 
the Olas Altas Farmers’ Market takes 
place) between 12 noon and 7 p.m., and 
be part of this grand gastronomic Fiesta!

Thanks to your motivating write-up last week 
about Kami Desilets, we saw her show this past 
Monday at the Boutique Theater.  

It was one of the most entertaining programs 
we’ve seen in Vallarta over the past 25 years.  It 
was like hearing the sultry voice of Judy Garland 
while watching the antics of Mary Tyler Moore! 
We smiled and laughed throughout the fast-paced, 
audience-engaging performance.  

We HIGHLY recommend this energetic, 
multi-talented “sprite” to your readers.

Arturo y Teresa from Texas
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If you’re wondering what U.S. Special Investigator Robert Mueller is apt to 
report, the documentary Active Measures is a preview of what’s to come, so we 
invite you join us in viewing it then discussing it in small groups after.

Screening at Incanto on Tuesday, January 29th from 3 to 6 p.m., the Los Angeles 
Times describes the movie as “A crash course in accepting that the 2016 U.S. 
election results were the greatest espionage operation in world history.”

Filmmaker Jack Bryan exposes a 30-year history of covert political warfare 
devised by Vladimir Putin to disrupt, and ultimately control world events.  The 
documentary follows a trail of money, real estate, mob connections and recorded 
confessions to expose an insidious plot that leads directly to the White House.

With democracy hanging in the balance, Active Measures is essential viewing.
We urge you to come early if you would like to order food and drink before the 

film starts, Incanto is located at 109 Insurgentes, by the river.  
Tickets are 100 pesos each and just 85 available.  So to avoid disappointment 

we suggest you stop by as soon as possible or purchase them online at www.
incantovallarta.com

With country committees and local chapters in over 80 countries around the world, 
Democrats Abroad is the official Democratic Party organization for the millions of Americans 
living outside the United States. For more information about the Costa Banderas Chapter of 
Democrats Abroad, send an email to cb.democratsabroad@gmail.com

The response to Active Measures has been so overwhelming
that there will be a FOURTH screening Tuesday, Jan. 29th, 3 - 6 p.m.
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Adriana Basail a.k.a. The Tamale diva

You must come and see the Lazaro Cardenas 
Park - were we are located - and its beautiful 
mosaic art work design by Natasha, who 
has done an amazing job.  Vallarta has lots of 
attractions of course, but the Olas Altas Farmers’ 
Market is one of the most anticipated openings 
in early November, as people arrive from the 
colder weather, during its six months season.

We have carefully selected our vendors and 
their products.  Varied, original and quality 
articles to fresh vegetables and delicious 
Mexican and International food... Indian, Thai by 
Nariza, Argentinian by Marcelo, Spanish Paella 
by Rita...  If you want bagels, Peter is your man, 
Antonio’s fresh rolls, try the Gourmet Tamale 
gluten free stand by The Tamale Diva who 
makes them with butter and olive oil and great 
fillings, wrapped in banana and/or corn husk, 
now also offering items for vegan customers too, 
her neighbor Maria who bakes the most original 
sweet and savory corn flans…  Come and see for 
yourself I know you will be back.

Our food court is a meeting point, to enjoy our 
live, fantastic music.  For breakfast or lunch, so 

please come hungry, something you won’t regret.  
Sandals by Begonia, original jewelry by Heriberto 
and his lovely wife Christel…  By midday, when 
the sun is at its hottest, cooling drinks and mexican 
ice cream or “nieve” as we call it.  The creator of 
the famous whale sculpture at the entrance to the 
Marina is in the market in person, with beautiful 
pieces. Cigars to musical instruments by Nestor.  
We are pet friendly of course, and have added two 
stands with articles for them too.

Meet Teresa Moreno, this 
week’s vendor, and her family 
business. “I studied fashion design 
and in 2010 I decided to start my 
own business.  It all started with 
bikinis …  

My greatest challenge then was 
to start selling in other language 
and to learn to know my clients’ 
needs and tastes.  The goal was 
to create beautiful and comfortable dresses in all 
sizes.  It is a pleasure to see our clients’ happy faces, 
when their custom-made dress fits beautifully, not 
to mention their bathing suits!

What inspires me most is my family, I think it is 
a blessing to be able to work at something you like 

and with the people you love, my mom and three 
sisters; we all offer cordial service in a relaxing 
atmosphere.  I am so proud of them, their support 
& belief in all my dreams.  The perfect team to 
work with!  It is a pleasure to work with colors 
and patterns, imagining a design and creating it is 
such a joy!  Literally, sewing has no boundaries.     

If we use one of our models, we can make 
a custom-made dress in an hour.  And if we 
have to make a pattern, we can make it in two 

hours.  Our mission is to 
design clothing to enhance 
women’s beauty.  Our 
style is light, comfortable 
and avantgarde.  Our trade 
mark is quality.”  For more 
information, please contact 
Teresa Moreno at 322 137-
0477 or email ty-bikinis-y-
mas@hotmail.com 

Our market wants a better planet, so we’re 
going green, encouraging you and your friends to 
bring your own shopping bags and containers … 
We’re open from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Early risers 
will find nice hot coffee.  Some vendors are there 
earlier and some sell out fast.
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March 2nd & 3rd

The 8th Annual Riverfest will be held on 
Saturday, March 2nd and Sunday, March 3rd, at the 
stunning El Rio BBQ Bar www.elriobbqbar.com 

Riverfest is a hugely popular two-day 
showcase for bands / musicians around the bay 
and, most importantly, it raises vital funds for 
Pasitos de Luz www.pasitosdeluz.org, a local 
non-profit that has been rehabilitating children 
with disabilities for twenty years. 

Saturday, March 2nd 
Saturday festival-goers will enjoy El Rio’s 

mouthwatering BBQ along with the bay’s best 
paella provided by Barcelona Tapas and the 
perfect pasta from Pasta Fresca.  Browse artisan 
exhibits, take home silent auction items and win 
big in 50/50 draws!

The Saturday music line-up this year offers 
great talent including The Gecko Band, 
Brimstone, Texas Embassy Blues Band and La 
Trez Cuartoz, with more to be announced very 
soon. Admission is only $100 pesos per person 

at the gate which will go directly to supporting 
the children.

Saturday Patron Package 
You can further support the cause by purchasing 

individual advance patron tickets for $900 
pesos per person or tables of 8 for $6,400, 
with each ticket offering gate entry, welcome 
margarita/beer, free snacks and appetizers, early 
bird parking, one free serving from the fabulous 
buffet provided by El Rio, Barcelona Tapas and 
Pasta Fresca, plus priority reserved seating.

Sunday, March 3rd 
The Sunday line-up has some incredible 

music, including favourites The Cheko Ruiz 
Band, Los Bambinos and Johanna’s Band, plus 
one more to be announced soon.  Gate entry is 
just $75 pesos.

Sunday Patron Package
If you want a great deal, look no further!  For 

groups of four people, you can take advantage 
of an advance purchase Sunday Patron Ticket 
Package, which gives you gate entry, reserved 
seating, welcome beer/margarita or lemonade, 
plus the family-style service Riverfest Parrillada 
lunch!  All of this for just $1,500 pesos per 
group of 4 people.  This option is the only way 
to secure reserved seating on Sunday.

Advance Saturday or Sunday Patron tickets go 
quickly and can be purchased by coming out to 
the Pasitos de Luz table at the Olas Altas Farmers 
Market on Saturday, January 26th, or by 
contacting Barb Bremner at condo211@yahoo.ca

New this year are band sponsors!  Join our 
already confirmed sponsors: Bacha’s Mexican 
Restaurant, Casa Isabel, Nacho Daddy, Pasitos 
Volunteer Group, Puesta Del Sol Centro Riverfest 
Fans, ReRunsRFun, HGH Vallarta, Silva Brisset 
Realtors and Vallarta Lifestyles.  For more info, 
please contact condo211@yahoo.ca 

Let’s make this year our best Riverfest ever!
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So don’t forget to put it on your calendar: 
Friday, January 25th from 6 to 10 p.m.

Gregg SuttonGregg Sutton

Get out your party hats, put on your dancing shoes and mark 
the date on your calendar: Friday, January 25th, for the last South 
Side Shuffles of the month. 

The Shuffle, now in its ninth season, is put on every second 
Friday by a large group of businesses centered on the 200 and 
300 blocks of Basilio Badillo, in the heart of the Romantic Zone.  
The party goes from six to ten pm, and is an event that both 
locals and visitors look forward to with great anticipation.

The participating businesses (art galleries, shops, restaurants, 
clubs and theaters) all serve complimentary beverages.  Whether 
you want to meet our local artists, or do some serious shopping, 
or listen to some great music, or just walk around Vallarta’s 
favorite neighborhood soaking up the festive atmosphere, the 
Shuffle is a wonderful way to spend your Friday night.  

The majority of the participating businesses are located on the 
200 and 300 blocks of Basilio Badillo.  But there are also some 
great places to stop on nearby Constitution Street.  In fact, the 
organizers have made sure that this experience is a “compact” 
one.  All the participants are located in a short two block stretch, 
so no matter how “happy” you get with all your complimentary 
drinks, you can still visit every location with ease.

The Shuffle has so much to offer.  One of the main attractions 
is shopping.  By chance, many of Vallarta’s finest shops and 
galleries are located on the principle block of the party.  Fine art, 
jewelry and Mexican crafts of the very best quality can be found 
in abundance, not to mention some great food and fabulous 
entertainment.

All the businesses on this magical stretch of Basilio Badillo 
and Constitución streets have something special to offer.  For the 
opportunity to ogle, mingle, tipple and even purchase some really 
wonderful art, it is an event not to be missed.  The Southside 
Shuffle really is a must.  You’ll have a ton of fun. 
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We are very excited to introduce a brand-
new 3-day Bear Weekend in Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico from January 31st through February 
2nd.  This series of events will be so hot and 
fun that you will not want to miss them!

This new concept will consist of a 
weekend of parties including three sexy 
clothing optional pool parties (with a 
hidden Cruisy Garden) at Casa Cupula’s 
Pool Club.  There will also be two amazing 
nighttime parties at Puerto Vallarta’s brand 
new and largest venue, Industry Nightclub, 
in the Romantic Zone.  This new state-of-
the-art dance club is the dream creation 
of Jeffrey Sanker (of White Party Palm 
Springs fame).

The weekend will be a brand-new 
experience that we designed with a lot of 
passion specifically for the bear community 
(bears, cubs, otters, daddies and their 
admirers) but everyone is welcome! Also, 
with the purchase of each ticket, you will 
be supporting SETAC, our local gay 
community and wellness center.

• Special Guest DJ Xavier Alvarado (CUN) 
• DJ Diego Álvarez (PV) 
• Guest DJs to be announced 
• Laser show 
• Sexy GoGo bears 
• Special Guest Host to be announced

Friday, February 1st - For the very first time, 
the fantastic Megawoof America producers, and 

billboard artist and awarded, DJ Glovibes, will 
be hosting an entire day in Vallarta:

1:00 pm to 7:00 pm - BUTCHr Pool Party 
  at Casa Cupula’s Pool Club 
• Special Guest DJ Glovibes (LA) 
• Guest DJ Xavier Alvarado (CUN) 
• Megawoof sexy GoGo bear Armando (LA)
10:00 pm to 5:00 am - PV Bear Weekend’s 
Bound at Industry Nightclub 
• Special Guest DJ Glovibes (LA) 
• Guest DJ Xavier Alvarado (CUN) 
• Megawoof sexy Gogo bear Armando (LA) 
• Our very handsome and sexy guest host, 

Adult Entertainment Star Colby Jansen (NV), will 
be making his first appearance in Mexico!
Saturday February 2nd - The closing of Vallarta 
Bear Weekend is held by the amazing and biggest 
Latin American event producer, Bearmex.

1:00 pm to 7:00 pm - Aloha Pool Party 
• DJ Mark Alvarado (CDMX) 
• DJ Diego Álvarez (PV) 
• Host Deborah La Grande (CDMX) 
• BearMex Team

2019 Vallarta Bear Weekend 
Schedule of Events:

Thursday, January 31st, Welcome to 
Vallarta! The fun starts with the “Bearchella 
Pool Party” from 1:00 to 10:00 pm, hosted by 
your local bear friend, Christian Serrano at Casa 
Cupula’s Pool Club, which includes:
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We are not selling an entire weekend pass, but 
you can purchase each party individually. So we 
recommend that you buy your tickets on pre-sale.

Party Prices – Specials for locals 
with proof of residence
• Each Pool Party will have a cost of $25 USD 

or ($500 pesos) at the door, or $18 USD ($350 
pesos) pre-sale. Everyone will enjoy a welcome 
cocktail. Space is limited, so we recommend that 
you buy your tickets in advance.

• The cost for the Friday night party is $25 
USD ($500 pesos) at the door before midnight, 
$30 USD ($600 pesos) at the door after midnight, 
and $20 USD ($400 pesos) pre-sale.  

• The cost for the Saturday night party is $20 
USD ($400 pesos) at the door before midnight, 

Located at 178 4 & 4b Aldanaca in the Colonia Versalles 
of neighborhood of Puerto Vallarta, SETAC is a non-profit 
community and wellness center whose mission is to reduce 
HIV and other sexually transmitted infections in the greater 
Banderas Bay region through education, detection and 
prevention. Free counseling, testing, treatments and referrals 
for HIV and other sexual transmitted illness are just some of 
the free services SETAC provides to the entire population, 
without prejudice or discrimination. For more information, 
follow SETAC on Facebook, visit the website, call (322) 224-
1974 or email contacto(at)setac.com.mx

(Source: Christian Serrano - BanderasNews.com)

10:00 pm to 5:00 am - Closing Party: 
“Ohana Night Party” 
• BearMex DJ Team 
• DJ Mark Alvarado (CDMX) 
• DJ Dex (CDMX) Techno & House Music 
• Host Deborah La Grande & Dinorah 
Faberman (CDMX) 
• BearMex sexy Gogo Bears 
• BearMex souvenirs 
• BearMex Team

$25 USD ($500 pesos) at the door after midnight, 
and $15 USD ($300 pesos) pre-sale. 

For ticket information, please keep checking 
the Vallarta Bear Weekend event page on 
Facebook, where we will be sharing the official 
links for purchasing tickets online, as well as 
venues selling tickets here in Puerto Vallarta.

The entire team of Vallarta Bear Weekend 
would like to wish our dear community an 
amazing and prosperous 2019! See you all here 
in Puerto Vallarta soon!
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PURR PROJECT 
FASHION SHOW

Daiquiri Dick’s
Tuesday, January 29 

10:30 a.m.

You are invited to an elegant brunch and fashion 
show at Daiquiri Dick’s on Tuesday, January 29th,

at 10:30 a.m.   Included in the ticket price are a 
three-course brunch (with mimosas!) and beautiful 
models wearing original fashions from Maracuya, 
Playa Maria Boutique, La Santa Fashions, and La 
Sirena Reina Swimwear.  You’ll see everything 

from high-fashion apparel to casual beachwear to 
flattering swimwear, and lots of gorgeous one-of-a-

kind jewelry to wear with those fashions.
There will also be a raffle for fabulous prizes!!

Tickets are $600 pesos, and can be purchased at 
Daiquiri Dick’s, at La Sirena Reina (174 Juarez 

downtown), or by emailing Marilyn Khan at 
exkhan@usfamily.net  Don’t delay purchasing

your tickets - this event sells out quickly!

Proceeds benefit the 
200+ cats residing at

the  PuRR Project,
a no-kill feline sanctuary 
north of Puerto Vallarta.

* Donations 501(c)(3) tax-
deductible in the U.S. *

If you’re interested in seeing some gorgeous homes that are hidden 
behind high walls and massive doors, the IFC Home Tours has the 
key to some of them for you.  One of the four homes visited by each 
tour could be the Hacienda Mosaico, located close to Plaza Caracol 
in an area that belies the existence of an oasis with a pool, gardens 
and an eclectic collection of art.  Another could be the gorgeous Villa 
Armonia, high on a cliff overlooking the bay at Boca de Tomatlan.

Owners of these homes graciously allow them to be shown 
because they believe in the work that International Friendship Club 
does in supporting the educational, cultural, medical and social 
needs of Mexicans in this area. All of the money raised by the club 
is used to support its cleft palate program for kids and to help about 
30 charities and other programs around the bay.

Tours leave the Sea Monkey restaurant, located at Aquiles Serdan 
by the beach, on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. and the 
tickets cost $700 pesos.  All tours are accompanied by IFC docents 
who are eager to answer questions about the homes and life in PV.  
Seats on the luxury buses are limited, so it’s best if you buy them 
before the tour at www.toursforvallarta.com or by visiting the IFC 
office, located above the HSBC bank on Insurgentes at the bridge.

Some homes require walking up stairs or along cobbled streets, so 
good footwear and good knees are useful. Have fun!
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“Money is not the only answer, but it makes a 
difference,” said Barack Obama and he was right.  In 
Puerto Vallarta, money does make a huge difference 
to the lives of hundreds of children, thanks to the 
wonderful generosity of forty or fifty people who 
open their homes to the IFC Home 
Tours.

The International Friendship Club 
(IFC) was started in 1985 by a group of 
ex-pats who wanted to raise money to 
provide free surgery and ongoing care 
to kids in this area who had been born 
with cleft palates.  The IFC raised the 
money then by charging a few tourists 
to visit some interesting homes.  This 
has continued since then and last year, 
the Club sold nearly 3,000 tickets for 
the tours and donated over $1,200,000. pesos to help 
many, many children here.

The people who open their homes to the tours are 
extraordinary.  On a good day for the tour there will 
be over a hundred and twenty people wandering 
through their home.  Not only do many of the owners 
welcome these strangers into their homes, personally, 
but they also trust the IFC to make sure that their 
homes and their possessions are respected and cared 
for.  That takes a very special kind of person!

The reason for the homeowners’ support is simple.  
They want to give back to the community.  They know 
that the money raised is used to support not only the 
Club’s cleft palate program but also to help women 
and children at the Women’s Shelter, the children with 

John Warren disabilities at Pasitos de Luz, the nutrition program 
that the IFC takes into the poorer areas of PV, the lives 
saved by providing scorpion serum to outlying villages 
in Cabo Corrientes, the music programs of ALAS - 
Escuela de Canto and the PV Chamber Orchestra, the 
education program of VCEP and much more.

Because the situation of each owner is changeable; 
they move away, sell their home 
or rent it, the IFC is always 
looking for new homes to add to 
their “inventory”, anything from 
a classic Mexican adobe to an 
over-the-top mansion!  From a 
special gem hidden in El Centro 
(downtown) or Gringo Gulch to a 
penthouse in Conchas Chinas or a 
beachfront in Boca De Tomatlán.

Running the Home Tours takes 
a team of dedicated volunteers.  

They need people to meet and greet, cashiers to take 
the money, docents to care for the paying guests, 
professional bus drivers to navigate the steep, winding 
streets around here (we do pay for them) and someone 
to find new homes to show. 

The IFC greatly appreciates the homeowners who 
support the Home Tours because, without them, there 
would be no IFC and no help to the hundreds of 
children here in PV.

If you would like to help the IFC by letting the 
Home Tours use your home for a day or more or you 
know someone who might, please email susan.ifc.
hometours@gmail.com

Money can make a big difference in changing the 
health, education and opportunities for children.
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From January 30 to February 3, 2019, 
eighteen of the best Charro teams in Mexico 
and twelve teams from the United States will 
gather at Arena Vallarta to compete in the 
Octavo Campeonato Internacional Charro 
Puerto Vallarta (Eighth Puerto Vallarta 
International Charro Championship).

Inscribed as an Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity by UNESCO in 2016, 
the Charrería, or Charro Championship is 
an authentic celebration of the traditional 
Mexican Charro lifestyle, and very much a 
part of Jalisco’s living heritage.

A type of highly festive and colorful rodeo 
featuring Charros, or traditional Mexican 
horsemen, exhibiting their skills at horse 
reining, bull riding, livestock roping and 
other equestrian talents, the Charrería is 
considered Mexico’s national sport and is 
not only an art form, but a sport with strict 
rules and substantial prizes.

The festivities kick off at 8:30 pm on 
January 30 with the traditional Verbena de 
Tradiciones Mexicanas at Los Arcos del 

Malecón in downtown Puerto Vallarta, 
where you’ll enjoy free live music and dance 
performances, lasso demonstrations, and 
other family-friendly - and free! - activities. 

The Charro competitions will be held from 
January 31st through February 3rd at Arena 
Vallarta, located approximately 40 minutes 
from Puerto Vallarta’s hotel zone.

This year’s Championship will feature 
top local Charros, including 2018’s 
Séptimo Campeonato Internacional Charro 
Centenario Puerto Vallarta Champions, 3 
Potrillos de Don “Chente” Fernández from 
Jalisco, and teams from all over Mexico. 
Also competing will be 12 teams from the 
United States, including:

•  Orgullo Zacatecano, California
•  Regionales, Arizona, USA
•  Rancho La Laguna, California
•  Descendencia Charra, Denver
•  Hacienda La Villa, California
•  Hacienda Chávez, California
•  Real del Valle Plata, California
•  Dorados, California
•  Los 3 Ríos, Texas
•  Charras Unidas, California
•  Hacienda 56, California
•  Monarca, California
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Each Charro team, made up of all men 
dressed in traditional clothing, compete in 
9 different challenges to demonstrate their 
skills at horse training and commands, 
roping of horses and livestock, bulldogging, 
bull riding, forefooting, speed challenges 
and bareback bronc riding.

This year’s Championship tournament 
will once again feature teams made up of 
8 to 12 women dressed in ornate Adelita 
or Ranchera dresses, who will compete in 
the Escaramuza, which entails performing 
a variety of precision horseback riding 
techniques while riding sidesaddle, as well as 
children’s (Infantil) Charro team exhibitions.

Throughout the Championships, attendees 
will also enjoy live music, Folkloric ballet 
and Mariachi performances, Charro parades, 
traditional food, dance and more. For the full 
schedule of events, visit arenavallarta.com

Make plans now to attend the 8th Puerto 
Vallarta International Charro Championship. 
With daily competitions and traditional 
events, this is the perfect way to enjoy the 
“real” Mexico and its traditions.

Entrance fees are just $100 pesos a day 
on Thursday & Friday. On Saturday and 
Sunday the $200 ticket price includes 
musical performances. Children under the 
age of 12 accompanied by paying adults get 
in free. As a thank you to attendees, your 
ticket to Saturday and Sunday’s competitions 
automatically enter you into a raffle for a late 
model car to be given away at 8:30 pm on 
Sunday (You must be present with ticket in 
hand to win.) Tickets will be available for 
purchase at the Arena Vallarta box office on 
the day(s) of the event(s).

If you can’t make it out to Arena Vallarta to 
see the competitions, you can see the Charros 
and their horses in all of their glory on Friday, 
February 1st during the Tradicional Maleconeada 

(Traditional Charro Parade down the Malecón) 
which starts in front of Hotel Rosita at 11:00 
pm and ends at the Zoo Bar in downtown 
Puerto Vallarta after midnight.

Located in El Colorado, just 20 minutes 
from the Puerto Vallarta International 
Airport, Arena Vallarta is handicap 
accessible ultra-modern facility that boasts 
seating for 8 thousand spectators, public rest 
rooms, a 600-car parking lot, a commercial 
area, and stables for the horses. Click HERE 
for location and contact information.

(Source: Diego Sancho - BanderasNews.com)
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Pemex has not only been looted on land in 
recent years through illegal taps on its 
petroleum pipelines, but also at sea.

Attacks by pirates on the state oil 
company’s drilling platforms in the southern 
Gulf of Mexico increased fourfold over the 
past three years, according to declassified 
documents seen by the newspaper Milenio.

In 2016, there were 48 acts of piracy in 
the Bay of Campeche and off the coast of 
Tabasco, but last year the number of attacks 
on Pemex’s offshore platforms soared to 
197, a surge of 310%.  In 2017, there were 
147 attacks. The increased incidence of the 
crime has occurred despite efforts by Pemex 
to prevent it, including the establishment of 
an agreement with the navy to help protect 
the platforms.

According to accounts from local 
fishermen, the modern-day pirates travel on 
fast boats to the drilling rigs, board them, 
threaten the workers with guns and knives 
and then steal objects of value that have 
included specialized equipment and building 
materials. Among the pirates’ loot are drilling 
equipment, measuring instruments, batteries, 
firefighting and diving suits, wire rope, non-
slip aluminum floor plates, hoses, ladders, 
lighting, gate valves, metal beams and even 
screws.

President López Obrador asserted this 
week that criminals are also stealing crude 
oil directly from drilling platforms.

Between 2016 and 2018, the pillaging 
cost Pemex 224 million pesos (US $11.7 
million at today’s exchange rate), according 
to information obtained by Milenio through 
transparency laws.

But the real monetary damage to the 
company is undoubtedly much higher: 
Pemex didn’t reveal the losses incurred in 
312 attacks – 80% of the total in the three-
year period – stating that the information was 
“not available” or “unknown.”

According to Pemex, some attacks have 
been carried out by large numbers of pirates 
who arrive at their oil rigs in a flotilla rather 
than a single vessel.

The number of attacks is up 310% in two years despite efforts by Pemex to prevent them

On January 22, in waters off the coast 
of Ciudad del Carmen, Campeche, the 
Abkatun-A platform was surrounded by “23 
motorboats,” the company said.

The perimeter lighting of the rig’s heliport 
as well as 84 meters of cable were stolen. In 
another incursion last year, thieves got away 
with a large portion of a 20-million-peso 
heliport from the Tsimin-B platform.

Although Pemex said that it was 
implementing measures to prevent piracy, 
it didn’t specify what those measures were, 
arguing that the information was classified.

While attacks on drilling platforms are on 
the rise, the financial damage they inflict 
on the state oil company is dwarfed by that 
wreaked by fuel theft from onshore pipelines.

López Obrador claims that the crime costs 
Mexico more than US $3 billion a year.  In 
response, his government has implemented 
an anti-fuel theft strategy that has caused a 
prolonged and widespread gasoline shortage.

In the first 10 months of 2018, there were 
12,581 illegal taps on pipelines, a 45% 
increase on the number recorded in the same 
period of 2017, but federal authorities say that 
the efforts to combat the crime, which have 
included closing major pipelines, are working.

López Obrador said billions of pesos have 
already been saved and the army general in 
charge of the deployment to protect Mexico’s 
pipelines asserted this week that the quantity 
of fuel stolen on a daily basis has fallen from 
80,000 barrels in November to 2,500 this month.

(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, Milenio) 
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Trust in Mexico’s macroeconomic solvency 
is one of the reasons why the Spanish energy 
company Iberdrola will invest US $2.5 
billion in electrical generation between 
2020 and 2022. The firm’s representative 
in Mexico said the investment in a series of 
projects currently in development will allow 
it to add 2,000 megawatts to the country’s 
power supply.

“We intend to continue developing projects 
in the country,” said José Enrique Alba.

Those projects include one in the northern 
state of Nuevo León, which may not be 
one of the most developed so far … but 
we are studying it,” he told an audience at 
the recently-held 4th Infrastructure Projects 
Forum in Monterrey.

It would be the third plant Iberdrola has in 
the state, one of which is already operational 
and supplies the power grid with 888 
megawatts.

“Mexico has important qualities: a growing 
electrical market … a solvent macroeconomy, 
[central bank] Banxico controls the inflation 

Mexican avocado producers are calling the bluff 
on reports that there will be an avocado shortage in 
the U.S. ahead of its biggest consumption day — 
Super Bowl Sunday. 

The president of Avocados from Mexico, 
a marketing group that promotes Mexican 
avocados, released a statement saying that despite 
earlier reports that fuel shortages will create an 
avocado shortage in the U.S. ahead the big game, 
they will not only meet its goal — but set a record.

The group said that the U.S. received a record 
71.9 million pounds of avocados for the week 
ended Sunday, with overall imports projected to 
reach 217 million pounds, up 16 percent from last 
year during the same period. 

Earlier this month, the Association of Avocado 
Producers and Packers/Exporters of Mexico released 
a statement sparking concern for guacamole lovers, 
that “there are limitations or delays in transportation” 

due to Mexico’s current gas shortage that came to light 
after its government cut pipelines in order to avoid gas 
theft from cartels. 

The announcement sparked numerous reports that 
an avocado shortage was imminent leading up the 
fruit’s busiest season. 

However, Alvaro Luque, president of Avocados 
from Mexico, confirmed that despite a fuel shortage, 
the group is “meeting its goal and making sure 
grocery stores are well stocked ahead of the game.”

Luque also added that Mexican avocado imports 
are expected to reach a record-breaking 2 billion 
pounds this fiscal year, an increase of 7 percent from 
last year. 

Additionally, Luque noted that the avocado business 
is essential for Mexico’s overall economy, adding $3.4 
billion to its GDP, $1.9 billion in labor income, $930 
million in taxes and 28,000 in direct jobs.

(Source: www.foxbusiness.com)

The Spanish company expresses confidence in Mexico

and [the country’s] reserves.  [Mexico] has 
been doing things right,” he said.

As long as government institutions 
earn the people’s trust and the country 
fosters democratic certainty, foreign direct 
investment will continue to flow into Mexico, 
he continued.

Alba does not expect the energy sector to 
slow down anytime soon: “The next few 
years will be the same, because the market is 
thriving.”  He observed that 60% of the energy 
produced is for the industrial sector.
(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, El Economista)
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Joe Harrington

Is an internationally published author and documentary 
filmmaker. He can be reached with a comment or 
criticism at JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com  
Artwork by Bob Crabb.

Joe Harrington

MOVIE: Testament of Youth is 
based on a memoir of the same name 
by Vera Britain.  If you love good 
writing then you should know that 
this is the first of a trilogy covering 
1900-1925.  The other two memoirs 
are called Testament of Friendship 
(1940) and Testament of Experience 
(1925-1950). 

Alicia Vikander stars in the movie 
and is sensational.  It is incredible 
what this actress can do with her 
eyes.  The range of emotions those 
eyes express span the list from 
humor to sorrow, from love to hate, 
from revenge to forgiveness.

This is one of the most powerful 
anti-war movies I have ever seen – 
right up there with All Quiet on the 
Western Front. 

A bit of history.  Germany did 
not start the Great War.  Serbia 
did.  On Sunday, June 28, 1914, the 
heir to the Austria-Hungary throne, 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand and 
his wife were assassinated.  Guilt 
pointed directly to the Serbian 
nationalist secret society called 
The Black Hand.  Austria-Hungary 
reacted swiftly.  Serbia was Slavic 
with strong roots with Russia, 
including a treaty.  The same bond 
of ethnic roots and a pact bound 
Austria and Germany.  When Russia 
entered the war, Germany honored 
its treaty and came to Austria’s aid.

What was accomplished by the 
Great War?  Biggest result what the 
carving up of the Ottoman Empire 
and the creation of the mess we now 
have in the Middle East.  Millions 
died. Millions wounded.  

Grief still abounds.  War still 
rages.  Wonderful result.  As the 
good doctor in The Bridge on 
the River Kwai (1957) said after 
witnessing the carnage at the end 
of the movie, “Madness, madness,” 
which leads us to...

& MADNESS: This past Sunday 
Mike Pence was interviewed on 
Fox News by host Chris Wallace 
who said, “You could open the 
government tomorrow.  You could 
open the government tomorrow.”

“We can do all of that,” the VP 
said, “we can do all of that…”

Chris interrupted by repeating, 
“You could open the government 
tomorrow.  The House has passed 
bills to open the government 
tomorrow, why don’t you sign them 
and open the government and then 
you can negotiate about this?”

Pence said, “Well, because - I 
mean, you know, frankly, Chris, 
what the American people want us 
to do is to work on the priorities 
and the American people want us to 
secure the border…”

“No,” Wallace said.  “Isn’t that you 

just want the leverage and you figure 
if you don’t keep the government 
closed then Republican border plans 
are going to go nowhere?”

That statement came from a host of 
Fox News.  Maybe even that outlet 
is getting fed up. The Democrats 
want to reopen government and 
have passed a funding bill.  The 
president wants his wall. Problem is 
he hasn’t even done his homework 
when he claims walls stop crime.  

Apparently he also doesn’t know 
where San Antonio is.  Last week, 
the POTUS said that San Antonio 
was proof that border walls make the 
US safer.  That Texas city doesn’t 
have a wall, doesn’t need a wall 
and doesn’t want a wall – mainly 
because the city is 150 miles from 
the border with Mexico.

A week before, in New Orleans, 
Trump said El Paso was once one 
of the most dangerous cities in the 
country.  He claimed, “A wall was 
put up.  It went from being one of 
the most dangerous cities in the 
country to one of the safest cities in 
the country overnight.”

Before the 57-mile border was 

built in 2008, El Paso already had 
one of the lowest crime rates among 
the country’s largest cities.  Plus, 
El Paso’s violent crime rate was 
lower in each of the three years 
before the fence was built than in 
each of the three years after it was 
finished.  Maybe the wall acted like 
a matador’s red cape to macho-
minded folks south of the border.

Why did Nancy Pelosi dismiss the 
latest president’s offer?  She said the 
offer was a compilation of several 
previously rejected initiatives, each 
of which is unacceptable and in 
total, do not represent a good faith 
effort to restore certainty to people’s 
lives.

The most stunning statement last 
week had nothing to do with the 
wall.  Rudy Giuliani claimed that 
he never said there was no collusion 
between the president’s campaign 
team and Russia.  The former New 
York mayor said, ““He said he 
didn’t, he didn’t say nobody.”  Kind 
of reminds me of Bill Clinton’s 
line, “It depends of what is is.”

The problem is Trump has 
specifically stated the contrary.  For 
instance, March of last year, he 
categorically said, “No collusion 
between Russia and the Trump 
campaign.”
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This is a continuation and –hopefully- 
a conclusion to my saga with the bank, 
Santander, and the Mirror’s with its web 
server up in Florida.  Every so often, things 
appear to fall into place.  It doesn’t always 
happen, but when it does, it’s a good thing.   

As I mentioned last week (www.
pvmcitypaper.com/download/530.pdf), I 
haven’t had access to my bank account ever 
since the beginning of November, 2018, 
when they asked me to return the token I’d 
been using for all online transactions, for 
years.  Santander was going totally digital, 
ultra-modern, using smartphones only…

I went back last Thursday, thinking that 
there may have been some progress with my 
case.  No such luck.  The big mucky mucks 
had not returned to their posts and the local 
director did not receive any answer to her 
multiple emailed requests for help.

So I waited …until Monday.  Waited my 
turn, like a good girl, and ended up with 
the director – again.  She informed me that 
yes, someone had in fact gotten in touch 
with her and informed her that the situation 
was probably due to the fact that the time 
and date on my smartphone was wrong.  
Nope.  The zone, time and date were all set 
correctly.  Oh, then I would have to reset it, 
back to factory settings, thus losing all my 
data unless I wanted to go through a lengthy 
procedure that wasn’t guaranteed to save it 
all, somewhere in a cloud.  I wasn’t ready 
to do that.

While I’m pondering my alternatives, the 
lady is on the phone with the mucky muck 
in Mexico City.  She hangs up, and says, 
“Well, in special cases like yours, where 
we can’t seem to do anything to solve the 
problem, we’ll give you back your token.”  
I behaved.  I didn’t burst out laughing, nor 
did I make any smart remarks.  I took the 
token, thanked her and walked out of the 
bank, smirking, laughing inwardly.  Viva 
Mexico!  As a wise friend of mine used to 
remind me when I first moved down here, a 

quarter century ago: “You either laugh, or 
you leave.”

Regarding the Mirror’s web site, 
we finally ended up with a rep who 
knew what he was doing …after two 
whole weeks of chatting for hours 
with various “engineers” who didn’t 
manage to restore the site.  This nice 
young man assured us that we would 
be up and running by last Friday night, 
promised.  He fulfilled his promise 
and all is well now.  Whew!  You 
wouldn’t believe how many emails 
we received from our readers.  Each 
and every one of them received a PDF 
of the issue requested, directly from 
our webmaster’s archive.

Back to the here and now… I want to give 
a shout out to Martin Rosenberg, owner of 
the new gallery “Posters International” (223 
Leona Vicario, www.rosenbergcollection.
com).  This generous gentleman is donating 
25% of all the sales of the gallery in the month 
of January to the benefit of SETAC, the non-
profit organization devoted to reducing HIV 
and other sexually transmitted infections in 
Jalisco’s coastal region and Banderas Bay.  
They provide services to approximately 
5,000 direct and 25,000 indirect clients 
annually through programs and activities.  
These programs are available to the entire 
population free of charge, without prejudice 
or discrimination.  Bless you, Martin!

In case you haven’t noticed, there’s a film 
crew in town.  We used to have them quite 
often, but not in recent years.  This one is 
shooting something for Netflix, so they’ll 
be closing some streets between 11 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. on Friday the 25th, and removing 
any cars parked there whose owners cannot 
be found.  Guerrero is one and Insurgentes 
between Lazaro Cardenas and 5 de febrero.  
That latter closing should be interesting, 
considering that it’s the main drag leading 
to the bridge, the only route to cross the Rio 
Cuale to get downtown… At least, they’ve 
assured everyone that whatever cars will 
have to be towed will all be replaced where 
they were, at no cost to the owners.  That’s 
nice.

I have to go pick up my friends at the 
airport tomorrow… haven’t been there in 

a couple of months.  I’m curious to see if 
there’s been any progress.  It’s been under 

construction for over two years 
now, still no clock anywhere...  I 
still do not understand why they 
do this work now, at the peak 
of the tourist season, instead 
of during the period from mid-
August to mid-November, when 
air traffic is not so heavy.  It’s 
not as if they would have been 
working outside, in the rain...  I 
just hope that my friends’ flight 
takes off, preferably on time.  So 
many have been cancelled due 
to the frigid weather in the Great 
White North.  I’ll let you know.

If I get the chance to see a play or try out 
Yamada’s offerings within the next few 
days, I promise to let you know that too.  

I wish you a fabulous week, and hope 
that your Mirror will always reflect a 
happy, healthy you.  Hasta la próxima vez!  
sheis@ymail.com 
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Come celebrate the good life with Los Bambinos, now performing 
6 nights a week!  Local favorites Los Bambinos are a 4-brother 
ensemble originally from the state of Morelos whose musician father 
ignited his sons’ passion for music.  The Morales Brothers have been 
an important part of the Puerto Vallarta musical community for more 
than 15 years, with their dazzling smiles and soulful voices.  Come 
out and listen to your favorite tunes in both English and Spanish 
at Bambinos Trattoria in the Romantic Zone every night (except 
Sundays) at 8 p.m. 

Bambinos Trattoria is open from 3 to 10 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday, and has an excellent menu and delicious, affordable 
food that will please every palate.  Order a refreshing cocktail or 
glass of wine to toast the evening as you enjoy a nice dinner and 
incredible show.  Not sure what to order?  Try the house special, 
Bambinos spaghetti which is fresh pasta with a homemade red sauce, 
garlic, mushrooms and sautéed shrimp.  In the mood for something 
spicy?  The thin crust Diavola pizza with crispy bacon, zesty green 
chili peppers and onions won’t disappoint!  Puerto Vallarta visitor 
Richard Smith said, “The Los Bambinos show was really upbeat and 
exciting, and I loved hearing some of my favorite songs from my 
youth.”  Another customer was extremely impressed by the entire 
experience, and stated that the Los Bambinos show was, “Probably 
the most entertaining night in PV in many years - and we come for 
several months each year.”

Check out this week’s exciting shows... which night will you choose?  
Maybe you should attend them all! 

Los Bambinos Shows This Week:

Monday and Tuesday Night 8 p.m. | The Beatles 
Enjoy an exciting and upbeat show with the brother’s unique spin on 

the International rock sensations that changed the musical landscape 
across the world. 

Wednesday Night 8 p.m. | Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons 
This dynamic show beautifully demonstrates the brother’s unique 

and powerful voices as they pay homage to a musical icon.   
Thursday Night 8 p.m. | Legends of Rock and Roll  

Come enjoy the Romantic Zone ambiance as you dine, drink, dance 
to lively tunes that will transport you to another era as Los Bambinos 
highlight epic legends of rock and roll. 

Friday and Saturday Night 8 p.m. | Latin Party
In the mood to embrace one of the best parts of Mexico?  Settle in 

for an explosive evening of Latin hits that will take you on a thrilling 
journey of melodies from romantic melodies to Spanish rock to sexy 
salsas.  Feel your senses come alive with Los Bambinos’ vibrant music 
and inspiring four-part harmonies. 

Make sure to make your reservation TODAY and come see Los 
Bambinos at Bambinos Trattoria on the south side of town. The 
brothers’ charm, contagious smiles and incredible harmonies will 
leave a lasting impression on first time guests and long time fans alike.  
See you at Bambinos Trattoria!

Celebrate your BIRTHDAY with Los Bambinos and we will treat 
you to a 3-course dinner for FREE! Valid only for parties of 4 or more 
while attending any of the Los Bambinos shows!

Bambinos Trattoria is a great place to enjoy fresh Italian Food, prepared 
by a team of talented Chefs. Open Monday - Saturday with a complete menu, 
Bambinos Trattoria is located at 314 Aguacate, corner of Carranza (just 
before Mundo de Azulejos on Carranza).  Bring your friends and family and 
reserve your table early for the best seat in the house.  VIP section available 
in front right near the main stage.  Seating for each show begins at 6:30 and 
shows start at 8 p.m. Visa and Mastercard accepted. Visa and Mastercard 
accepted. Information and tickets at www.losbambinosmusic.com or call for 
a reservation (322) 222-4357, English spoken. Don’t miss this must-see show!



19

(S
ee

 lo
ca

tio
n 

nu
m

be
r o

n 
Ce

nt
ra

l M
ap

)

18
When Jorge and Dora moved to Mexico 

from the United States where he worked in the 
restaurant business and she has family here, 
although they are both full Mexican, they noted 
there was no hibachi-style restaurant in Puerto 
Vallarta.  So, they embarked on forming one. 

There are rectangular tables comfortable 
for a group up to eight diners with the fourth 
side open and a large flat grill pops up.  The 
chef performs in front of the guests with much 
exciting flourish a la Benihana of Tokyo’s 
popular chain.

The menu is basically two parts: one 
has nine choices of hibachi and the 
other offers many sushi rolls like spicy 
tuna, crab meat or shrimp, some with 
garlic ponzu sauce.  Side dishes include 
miso soup, gyozas, egg rolls, fried 
rice, tempura, deep fried rice balls and 
tempuras as shrimp, vegetable, crunch 
onion tuna and mixed. 

The presentations are important - as 
practiced by talented chefs in Japan.  
The portions were generous with each 
hibachi including miso soup or house 
salad, grilled vegetables and fried rice.  
The shrimp were plentiful and the 
salmon fillet cooked right to the point of 

Gary Beck
Photos: Gary Beck and Christine Conger

doneness and moist throughout.  The tempura 
was marked by a desired light puffy batter. 

The rooms at Yamada are stylish and 
modern, with appropriate overhead lighting 
and Japanese art murals handpainted on the 
walls.  Service was attentive but unobtrusive.  
Everyone appeared to enjoy the show before 
dining on the grilled creations.

Yamada Hibachi and Sushi is located at 163 
Francisco Madero, near the western end of the 
street by the Malecon, in the Romantic Zone on 
the south side of town.  Tel.: 322 276-0792.  It 
is open every day from 2 to 10 p.m., Sundays 
until 9 p.m. 

https://yamadahibachisushi.negocio.site/
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The collective exhibition presents 16 
photographs of this exemplary species in its 
natural habitat and its importance within the 
context of Mexican culture.

With the goal of informing and raising citizen 
awareness about jaguars, their importance within 
Mexican culture, encouraging responsibility for 
conserving forests and the preservation of their 
future, the photo exhibit entitled “Jaguares: de 
mito ancestral a imperativo de conservación 
actual” (Jaguars: from ancestral myth to current 
conservation imperative) was inaugurated on 
Puerto Vallarta’s Malecón (boardwalk) on 
Thursday, January 10th, 2019.

The large-format color images authored by 
photographers Veronica Domit, Petr Myska and 
Steve Winter, show the great cats of Mexico in 
their natural context; but also how vulnerable 
their habitat can be to the action of man.

“Jaguars: from ancestral myth to imperative 
of current conservation” is presented by the 
Vallarta Botanical Garden and Panthera México 
(Conservación Panthera México A.C.) with the 
support of the

Municipal Government of Puerto Vallarta, 
through the “Instituto Vallartense de Cultura” 
(Vallartan Institute of Culture or IVC for its 
acronym in Spanish).

During the inaugural ceremony, the director 
of Municipal Tourism, Ramón González 
Lomelí stressed, on behalf of the mayor, 
Arturo Dávalos Peña, the part that the Vallarta 
Botanical Garden has played in diversifying 
the tourist/cultural offerings of the port, and 
highlighted the collective effort to assemble 
this photographic exhibition. 

At the inauguration, Neil Gerlowski, 
executive director of the Vallarta Botanical 
Garden, spoke about the critical role of the 
jaguar in determining the wellbeing of the 
region’s forests as an apex predator that helps 
maintains a balance between species.

The director of the IVC, Marina de los Santos 
Álvarez, emphasized the work of conservation 
and environmental education carried out by 
civil society organizations such as Panthera 
México A.C., Alianza Jaguar A.C., the Vallarta 
Botanical Garden, and the country’s higher 
education institutions.  At the same time, she 
emphasized the impacts of man and urbanization 
which keep this species so vulnerable.

The inaugural act was also chaired by the 
regidor presidente (city council president) of the 
Comisión de Cultura (Cultural Commission), 
Luis Alberto Michel Rodríguez; the local 
representative of Panthera

México A.C., Paola Pacheco Muñiz; the 
deputy director of environment, Helios 
Hernández Hurtado; and the regidor president 
(city council president) of the Comisión de 
Justicia y Derechos Humanos (Commission of 
Justice and Human Rights), Carmina Palacios 
Ibarra.

The photographic exhibition will be on 
display until Sunday, February 10th, on the 
Malecón between the “Tritón y Sirena” 
sculpture and Los Arcos amphitheater.

So please, do plan time to see it for yourself 
in person!
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Opening at PV’s Boutique Theatre on Thursday, January 31st, 
Mark Zeller and Rafa Zermano combine their talents for a few 
illuminating evenings of soul searching songs by Canadian singer 
songwriter, Leonard Cohen.   

Recognized as an international icon for his novels, poems and 
provocative lyrics, Cohen was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame, received a Grammy Life Achievement award, plus multiple 
recognitions from Canada, U. S. A and Europe.  Called the “Salvador 
Dali of songwriting”, Cohen’s lyrics probe the political, sexual and 
spiritual mysteries of being alive.

Synching Zeller’s prolific theatrical profile and passionate stage 
presence with Zermano’s virtuosity on the guitar, the program packs 
a powerful punch while honoring the authenticity of Cohen’s work.  

Multi-talented Dana Zeller-Alexis produces and directs the Tribute.
Mark Zeller’s impressive career includes leads in Broadway plays 

and musicals like “Fiddler on the Roof”, about which the N. Y. Times 
wrote: “Unintimidated by shadows or echoes of Tevya’s past, Mr. Zeller 
gets his comic effects with a mischievous glint without overreaching.”  
Zeller was the original Training Director of San Francisco’s American 
Conservatory of Theatre, a Shakespearean voice coach, faculty member 

Virginia Fox

of NY Univ. School of Arts, and founder of 78th Street Theatre Lab, 
NYC.  A favorite on PV stages, one reviewer wrote, “If you get the 
chance to see a show with Zeller, run, don’t walk to get tickets.”  And a 
critic for NYC Village Voice wrote: “Zeller’s acting and singing mesh 
elegantly with his witty tone.” 

“Cohen’s lyrics are invitingly complex,” says Zeller.  “After 
fourteen years working in Puerto Vallarta, I was eager to work with 
a Mexican musician.  Rafa Zermano has been praised as one of 
the most gifted jazz guitarists in Mexico City.  Finding him was a 
stroke of luck.  We work moment to moment sensing the nuances of 
discovery in every show.”

Zeller’s shows sell out! 
Don’t miss “Tribute to Leonard Cohen” premiering at the Boutique 

Community Theatre above Nacho Daddy’s on Basilio Badillo.  
Opens Jan. 31 and runs Feb. 1, 2, 7, 8, 9,14, 15, 16.  Tickets available 
online at BTPV.org or at the Box Office in Nacho Daddy’s one hour 
before showtime.

(S
ee

 lo
ca

tio
n 

nu
m

be
r o

n 
Ce

nt
ra

l M
ap

)

9



22

Residents and visitors of Puerto 
Vallarta will have the opportunity to 
listen to an evening of world class 
classical music on January 31st at 
Jardin Montenegro Restaurant, 200 
Boulevard Nuevo Vallarta, Nuevo 
Vallarta, and on February 2nd at 
the Cultural Center at the eastern 
tip of the Isla Cuale, 437 Aquiles 
Serdan, when cellist extraordinaire 
Donald Moline, assisted by local 
musicians Jean-Guy Comeau on 
piano, Daniel Oliveros on clarinet, 
and Klaus Liebetanz on flute, 
present a cello recital.

Grammy© award winning 
cellist DONALD MOLINE, 
now retired, was cellist with the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
for 39 years and has established a 
distinguished orchestral, chamber 
music, solo and recording career.  
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He has performed in virtually 
every corner of the globe with 
many of the world’s greatest 
conductors and musicians.

Jean-Guy Comeau who holds 
degrees in pedagogy, voice 
and piano, was born in Atlantic 
Canada and works in Montreal 
and Puerto Vallarta.

John Henry Kreitler, a 10-time 
EMMY-award winning composer 
of concert, film, TV and theatre 
music, has composed, especially 

for this event, Sonidos de Vallarta, 
a 4-part suite for cello, flute and 
clarinet which will be performed 
as a WORLD PREMIERE.  Other 
works to be performed are by 
Duport, Tchaikovsky, Massenet, 
Granados and Piazzolla.

All the proceeds from these 
events will go to IAMPV (Instituto 
de Artes Musicales Puerto 
Vallarta) a non-profit organization 
that provides musical education 
for students in Vallarta and the 
surrounding areas, as well as 
serves as an umbrella organisation 
for the Puerto Vallarta Chamber 
Orchestra and the Salty Paws Jazz 
Orchestra.

Both evenings will begin with 
drinks and hors-d’oeuvres at 6 
p.m. followed by a 7 p.m. concert.

During the first hour, there will 

be performances by IAMPV 
students. Tickets for $1,200. Pesos 
are available for sale at http://
iampv.org   For more info, please 
call 322 131 8800 or facebook.
com/IAMPuertoVallarta



23

The Ruach Singers, the leading 
Canadian Jewish Contemporary 
A Cappella group, performs in 
the Vallarta area for two nights 
only.  In their first Mexican tour, 
the eight-voice professional 
ensemble from Toronto joins 
forces with the PV Chamber 
Orchestra on Friday, February 
8th, at 8 p.m., for the “Spirited!” 
concert at the auditorium of 
Paradise Village, 67 Av. Paseo de 
los Cocoteros in Nuevo Vallarta 
(next to Hospital San Javier).  On 
Saturday, February 9th, the group 
performs its “Vocal Crossroads: 
Tradition Re-envisioned” concert 
at 7 p.m. at Incanto Performance 
Art Theatre, 109 Insurgentes 109, 
in Puerto Vallarta.  

Creating innovative Hebrew 
vocal music, Ruach Singers 
offers a new take on the traditional 
Jewish choral sound, with style 
cues from contemporary jazz/
pop a cappella and modern world 
music.  The approach is unique 
and unprecedented, an evolution 
of traditional Jewish liturgical 
music, incorporating new 
contemporary a cappella choral 

styles into familiar melodies.  
Named for the Hebrew word for 
“breath”, “wind” or “spirit”, it is 
“tradition re-envisioned”, with 
voices creating instrument sounds, 
beat boxing, and tight harmonies.  
Their CD, “Crossroads”, has won 
accolades from music critics and 
audiences.

Ruach Singers are conducted by 
Aaron Jensen, an internationally-
published composer, arranger 
and performer.  His works have 
been performed across North and 
South America, Asia, Europe, 
and Australia.  Aaron’s music 
is played on radio stations 
worldwide.  He has performed, 
toured and recorded with many 
award-winning ensembles.

The PV Chamber Orchestra 
(PVCO), since its inception as 
a small ensemble, has grown 
to be a full-sized orchestra, the 
only community orchestra in 
the Bay Area.  The PVCO is a 
multicultural, cross-generational 
group that houses local and 
international musicians with 
over 40 artists from more than 
10 countries, all joining their 

talent to produce the highest 
level of formal music in Puerto 
Vallarta.  The PVCO will perform 
a collection of Mexican pieces 
and dances by Bernal Jimenez and 
Manuel Enriquez, and Camille 
Saint-Saëns’ symphonic poem 
“Danse Macabre”.

The February 8 concert is the 
first ever collaboration between 
these two esteemed ensembles.  
The orchestra will play the 
first half of the concert and the 
Ruach Singers will perform the 
second half, followed by a finale, 
featuring the singers and orchestra 
together.

All profits from PVCO 
performances go directly back 
to IAM PV (Instituto de Artes 
Musicales Puerto Vallarta), a non-
profit music education institute 
dedicated to bringing concerts and 
musical instruction to the younger 
generations.

Following their Vallarta area 
concerts, Ruach Singers will be 
performing in Mexico City. 

Tickets for “Spirited” can be 
ordered online at www.iampv.org 
or purchased at the door.  Prices 
are: 450 pesos for VIP seating, 
350 pesos for General Seating, 
and 100 pesos for students and 
children. 

Tickets for “Vocal Crossroads: 
Tradition Re-envisioned” are $20 
U.S. general admission and $25 
US preferred seating, and can be 
ordered at www.IncantoVallarta.
com (with a small service charge) 
or purchased at the venue.

For more information about 
Ruach Singers, please visit www.
ruachsingers.com

We acknowledge the support of 
the Canada Council for the Arts.

Nous remercions le Conseil des 
arts du Canada de son soutien.
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Alex Bourgeau

An icon in Provincetown, 
and surely becoming one here 
in Puerto Vallarta, Varla Jean 
arrives this week!  Doing a 
3-week run, she brings her 
new show “Under A Big Top” 
which takes you into the circus 
world of Varla Jean Merman.  
She has been compared to 
“Carol Burnett on steroids” 
and coined as the daughter 
of Ethel Merman and Ernest 
Borgnine.  This crazy, comedic 
genius promises to have you 
laughing in the aisle.  You 
never know what will happen 
at her shows, and we are 
thankful for that.  One of my 
favorite entertainers and I am 
certain she will be yours too. 

This week, Luna Rumba rises again!  New 
rhythms, new songs, and new energy!  The 
original Luna Rumba had unprecedented success 
delivering Gypsy-inspired Rumba Fusion to the 
Banderas Bay music scene.  The group is re-
inventing itself and will be performing at The Palm 
this upcoming season, with Eduardo Leon (Lalo) 
taking the lead position as singer and guitarist.  Lalo, 
Geo, Luis, and of course, the beautiful and talented 
Lilly, are “all in” and the music will be stellar!  Get 
ready for high energy, rock your socks off, blistering 
lead guitar and fiery violin all pumped up with the 
explosive percussion talents of both Luis and Lilly 
together!  The line-up is: Lalo: Nylon Guitar and 
Vocals Geo: Violin, Guitars, and Vocals Luis: Drums, 
Percussion, and Vocals Lilly: Percussion Ever Bass.  
Come and enjoy some of the best Rumba Flamenco 
Fusion ever performed in the Bay - once again!

The Queen of Puerto Vallarta, Miss Conception continues her 
incredible run of “Miss Conceptions TV Land”.  The audiences 
jump to their feet to treat the costume diva to an ovation.  This is a 
night of laughs, and nostalgia, as your favorite shows appear right in 
front of your eyes.  There is lots of audience participation, the jokes 
are fast and furious, and the energy is electric.  Miss Conception 
celebrates her 8th year in PV and has consistently produced shows 
that continuously sell out.  Book early to get the seats you want.  

Fernando Gonzalez has been 
working hard promoting his new 
show, “Rumba Por Piel Canela”.  
Fernando joins 4 of the top musicians 
from Puerto Vallarta and beyond.  The 
result is a tight collaboration bringing 
you an authentic Latin sound featuring 
the music ranging from Gypsy Kings 
to Ricky Martin.  The audience dance, 
sing and stand for a rousing ovation.  
Fernando also invites different artists 
to join Piel Canela on stage, and the 
surprises have been amazing. 

Kim Kuzma opened her 
new show, “Dancing Queen”, 
an amalgamation of Cher and 
Abba songs, to the anticipation 
of her fans.  As usual, Kim is 
no stranger to the Palm Cabaret 
stage, and onlookers enjoyed 
the Kim Kuzma style with a hot new 
band.  Unsurprisingly, Kim has 
assembled once again, the top 
of the top.  With Eduardo Leon, 
Nate Buccieri, and Alexis Mena 
Torres, Kim Kuzma updates 
her formula with a fresh and 
progressive sound. 
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At the Palm Cabaret, it is not just performances that matter, it’s also its audiences.  Every person is greeted with a 
smile and attention that makes you feel like you are family.  Reserved seating ensures that you will get the seat you 
want.  The box office is ready to take your orders and help you with any questions you may have.  At the Palm, we 
are a family, not just staff and performers, but everyone who comes through its doors too.

The Palm Cabaret and Bar is located at 508 Olas Altas in the heart of the Puerto Vallarta’s Romantic Zone.  
Tickets to all shows can be purchased at the venue’s box office, which opens daily at 10 a.m., or online at ThePalmCabaret.com  

For more information, please call 222-0200, or follow The Palm Cabaret and Bar PVR on Facebook.

Our favorite tenor and cellist are 
back, a year after their wedding here in 
PV.  Branden James, and James Clark 
bring “The Phantom of the Greatest 
Showman” featuring songs from the 
two highly popular musicals written 
in the title.  Branden, a former finalist 
on “America’s Got Talent” possesses a 
range that is highly complimented by 
the brilliant cellist James.  Together, they 
are Branden & James, and this is one 
show you need to experience.  Boasting 
sold-out performances, and numerous 
standing ovations last year, this show is a 
must on your to-do list in Puerto Vallarta.

Nate Buccieri is a master of his craft.  It’s as if he 
was born with a piano in his hands.  Nate puts on two 
different shows.  First, he takes you to the ’80s in “I 
Heart 80’s” where you never know where you are going 
to end up. With a touch of silliness, and his ability to 
adapt any song or mash-up, Nate’s performance is 
nothing short of exceptional.  In his second show, 

Bohemia Viva returns to the Palm Cabaret & 
Bar, and the audiences have been well rewarded.  
Sold out performances over the Xmas holidays, the 
harmonizing duo knows how to put on their new 
show “Reflections”. This beautiful hold-nothing-
back in their performance, their warmth and talent, 
have spectators coming back over and over again, 
even if they have seen the show already.  The sets are 
beautiful, the guitar is flawless, and the melodies are 
mesmerizing.  Check out our website for more details.

“Artists Tribute Series”, 
he journeys into the 
brilliance and life 
of iconic pianists & 
musicians.  From Billy 
Joel to George Michael, 
the renditions are so 
good that you would 
think they were actually 
written for Nate.  His 
shows are on Tuesday, 
and Fridays until the end 
of the season.
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Over the past decade, Puerto 
Vallarta’s Emiliano Zapata 
neighborhood has blossomed into a 
live entertainment mecca for visitors 
and locals who enjoy theatre, 
comedy, music and much more.  

What’s on this week

Friday, January 25
5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: Sol Rose Sings Sammy Davis, Jr., starring Sol Rose

Saturday, January 26
5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: Sol Rose Sings Sammy Davis, Jr., 
starring Sol Rose • FINAL PERFORMANCE

Sunday, January 27
5 p.m. • Screening: Dinner and a Movie presents “Amadeus,” hosted by Paco Ojeda

Monday, January 28
5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: I’m Playing Me! A Modern ‘Broad-ville’ Cabaret,
starring Kami Desilets

Tuesday, January 29
11 a.m. • Workshop: Acting for Evolving, presented by John Trapper and
Catherine Caldera
5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: The Incomparable Lady Day - Billie Holiday,
The Musician & The Myth, starring Mikki Prost 

Thursday, January 31
11 a.m. Meeting:  Connect with Mexico, hosted by Carlos Navarro
5 p.m. Dinner • 6 p.m. Show: Tower of Song - A Tribute to Leonard Cohen,
starring Mark Zeller and Rafa Zermeño.

The Boutique Community Theatre is upstairs at Nacho Daddy, 287 
Basilio Badillo. All tickets are available online (www.btpv.org) or at the 
box office, two hours prior to every performance. For more details, please 
visit the events section of our Facebook page: www.theboutiquepv.com 
Info: 322-728-6878

While many bars and restaurants 
feature live entertainment, there 
are only four venues south of the 
Rio Cuale that feature theatre-like 
seating: The Palm, Incanto, Act II 
Entertainment and The Boutique 

Community Theatre.  Each of these 
venues continues to carve its own 
personality, and many visiting 
performers can be frequently 
spotted attending performances in 
venues other than their own.  But 
what makes us special? Here are 
three reasons:

By locals, for locals
As its name states, The Boutique 

is a community theatre, and has 
remained so since it was founded 
over a decade ago by Carrie 
and Ken Sebryk.  This means 
that performance opportunities 
are granted to Puerto Vallarta 
permanent and seasonal residents.

Learning opportunities abound
The Boutique hopes to enhance 

the quality of life of local 
residents by providing learning 
opportunities, both on and off 
stage, often helping members of 
the community to explore artistic 
capabilities within themselves 
they never had the opportunity to 
explore before.  Whenever possible, 
The Boutique relies on members of 
the professional performing arts 
community (visitors or locals) who 
look to inspire others with their 
knowledge and past experience.

Cultural events, too
For those in our community 

who are hungry for some “brain 
food,” The Boutique schedules 
lecture series in the morning and 
early evening hours, in addition 
to theatre, comedy and music 
performances.  For example, our 
Connect with Mexico Thursday 
morning series encourages English-
speaking locals to embrace Mexico 
and its customs in conversations 

moderated by bilingual political 
analyst Carlos Navarro.  Local 
musicologist Paco Ojeda presents 
monthly music appreciation 
lectures on diverse topics, along 
with weekly film screenings with 
insightful remarks enhance the 
viewing experience.

As we begin to set the stage - 
no pun intended - to announce a 
call for submissions for our 2019-
2020 season (yes, we know it’s 
only January, but we want to raise 
our own bar, too!) we are excited 
to remind ourselves and others of 
our mission, and to improve on 
our own guidelines and procedures 
to provide our community with a 
more fulfilling experience each day.

We celebrate that The Palm, 
Incanto and Act II Entertainment 
have endeavored to raise their 
own bar by continuously bringing 
to Puerto Vallarta increasingly 
renowned performers, for the benefit 
of our destination.  That said, we are 
thrilled to be the only venue south 
of the Rio Cuale that is 100 percent 
dedicated to creating performance 
and backstage opportunities by 
locals, for locals and visitors who 
may have had close experience with 
community theatres elsewhere.  If 
you think you are ready to reach 
beyond your comfort zone and try 
some new skills, or perhaps you 
have valuable experience you would 
like to share with our community, we 
would love to hear from you!

The Boutique Community Theatre 
welcomes members of the local 
community who want to experience 
every aspect of theatre production: 
lighting, stage managing, directing, 
acting, promotion and fundraising.  
To learn more, visit the website www.
btpv.org, or the Facebook page www.
facebook.com/TheBoutiquePV, 
where you will find information 
about scheduled performances and 
events, which include plays, lectures, 
film screenings and more.

Eye exam and lens tting by specialists

Contact lenses and Large collection of modern
European frames

We are your best option in quality and prices!

Francisco I. Madero #396
(Corner of Aguacate)

Tel. (322) 223 2995  eye-metrics@hotmail.comEXPRESS SERVICE
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Act II is proud to be presenting 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
“Cinderella,” a musical based on 
this beloved fairy tale!  In Act II’s 
inimitable style, co-producers Danny 
Mininni and Alfonso López, add 
some hilarious twists and turns to 
this magical and much-loved story. 
In fact, it is the perfect family show. 
With its iconic and memorable music, 
the little ones in the audience will 
be enthralled and the adults will 
enjoy the irreverent and sometimes 
unexpected humor! 

Featuring MaryJo Nelson in the role 
of Cinderella, this crowd-pleasing, 
old-fashioned (with its new twists) 
musical is a winner!

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25  
“Lee Squared,” an Evening with Liberace and Miss Peggy Lee - 5 p.m. 
“Hair, the Concert,” a celebration of the Broadway musical, Hair - Party 6 p.m. / Show 7 p.m. 
Diana Villamonte, starring in “I Will Always Love You” a Whitney Houston Tribute 7:30 p.m. 
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” – 9:30 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26
“Lee Squared,” an Evening with Liberace and Miss Peggy Lee - 5 p.m.
(Opening Night) Chicago, a NuName Production - Party 6 p.m. / Show 7 p.m.
“Twist & Shout,” song, dance and schtick, celebrating music of the 50s and 60s – 7:30 p.m. 
Mama Tits, starring in “Triple D” - 9:30 p.m.  
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27
Nunsense, Amen! - 7 p.m. 
Best of ABBA & Elton, starring Us Two and their LIVE BAND - 7:30 p.m. 
Dueling Drag Divas, starring Emmy Award-winner, Chi Chi Rones, and JoAnna - 9:30 p.m.
 
MONDAY, JANUARY 28  
“Lee Squared,” an Evening with Liberace and Miss Peggy Lee - 5 p.m. 
Cinderella, the Musical - 7 p.m. (FINAL SHOW!) 
Diana Villamonte, starring in “More Motown & Beyond” - 7:30 p.m. 
Mama Tits starring in “Triple D” – 9:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 29 
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Hedda Sings the Blues” - 5 p.m.  
“I’ve Got Rhythm,” a musical revue of the music of the Gershwin Brothers - 7 p.m. 
Steve Grand, starring in “Not the End of Me” – 7:30 p.m. 
Sutton Lee Seymour, starring in “Dragflix” - 9:30 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30 
“The Divine Miss M,” a musical tribute to Bette Midler, starring Miss Sandi D - 5 p.m. 
The Foreigner, directed by Danny Mininni  - 7 p.m. 
Us Two - Week 5 “Us Two Goes Country” - 7:30 p.m.
Dueling Drag Divas, starring Emmy Award-winner, Chi Chi Rones, and JoAnna - 9:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 31 
Sutton Lee Seymour, starring in “Dragflix” - 5 p.m.   
Little Shop of Horrors - 7 p.m. 
Steve Grand, starring in “Not the End of Me” – 7:30 p.m. (FINAL SHOW)
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” – 9:30 p.m. 
 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1 
“Lee Squared” an Evening with Liberace and Miss Peggy Lee - 5 p.m. 
“Hair, the Concert,” featuring Don & Rhonda & their LIVE BAND! Party - 6 p.m. / Show 7 p.m.  
Diana Villamonte - “I Will Always Love You” a Whitney Houston Tribute - 7:30 p.m.
Hedda Lettuce, starring in “Gringa in Paradise” – 9:30 p.m.

A musical based on the fairy tale, Cinderella  
CLOSING NIGHT - Monday, January 28 - 7 p.m.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE!  YOU CAN STILL SEE CINDERELLA!.  Due to the illness of 
two of our actors, the closing Sunday matinee was cancelled, so the closing 

show of “Cinderella, The Musical” has been changed to Monday, January 28! 

TripAdvisor ★★★★★ 
“Best Musical in PV... so lovely to 
believe in the impossible... come see it 
if you can!!” - Cheryl Lynn Wheeler

“Well done! EVERY SINGLE cast 
member is amazing!” - David Mohr 

“I was so pleased and surprised ... 
The cast was terrific, the sets were 
amazing and the costumes were 
dazzling.” - Karen Erp 

“What can I say. Acting ★. Singing 
★. Dancing ★. Fun ★. Costumes 
are amazing!! Opening night got a 
standing ovation from the audience!” 
- Ed Gill
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The Foreigner is the story of two guests, Charlie 
Baker and Staff Sergeant Froggy LeSueur, at a 
resort-style fishing lodge in rural Georgia.  Charlie 
is depressed because his beloved wife may be dying. 
To help his friend, Froggy tells Betty Meeks, who 
owns the lodge, that Charlie is the native of an exotic 
country who does not understand a word of English. 
Betty, who has never traveled, is delighted to cater 
to a stranger who is “as foreign as the day is long.” 
Before long, things start to go awry, as Charlie finds 
himself privy to assorted secrets and scandals freely 
discussed in front of him by the other visitors. Charlie 
must “learn” English quickly and think on his feet 
if he wants to save the lodge and his new friends. 
The Foreigner stars Alex McLauchlan as the 
charming and adorable Charlie (the Foreigner). 
“I never thought I’d meet another actor GOOD 
ENOUGH to play the part of Charlie until I met 
Alex,” says director, Danny Mininni.  This show also 
features Act II veteran actress, Cherry DeLorenzo, 
the only actress that has been in an Act II production 
every season since its inception. Also starring Maria 
Rose, Shawn Morgan, Branden Hayes, Al Carswell, 
and Andrew Sands. 

‘The Foreigner’ is a fantasy of good and evil 
resulting in side-splitting laughter. This hysterical 
romp is filled with slapstick and surprisingly, 
romantic comedy! It has enough warmth and truth 
in it that it is not only funny, but also often moving. 
This is solid entertainment and one of the funniest 
shows you will ever see!

TripAdvisor ★★★★★  Best Play Ever!

If you are looking for a fabulous night out go see 
The Foreigner on Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. or 
Saturdays and you can thank me later! It was full of 
surprises. Lots of fun!  ~ wheelerart

“... tons of laughs for a sold out audience. Very 
entertaining and very well cast with flawless 
performances from all the actors Congratulations 
Danny on your direction Capabilities!” ~ William 
Larkin

“Total raves from attendees leaving the 
theater from everyone I talked with. Best Ever?”  
~ Gary Beck 

“GO SEE THE FOREIGNER! It is brilliant! I 
saw Danny Mininni´s production 7 years ago and 
thought... this can´t get any better!  Well it was as 
good, and some of the characters even better in my 
opinion. Cherry DeLorenzo as Betty Meeks did not 
lose a beat! Timing by all concerned was perfect 
and hard to do on an opening night! Maria Rose can 
not only sing but act. Perfect person for Catherine. 
The Foreigner, Alex McLauchlan was so endearing 

Directed by Danny Mininni 
A Comedy by Larry Shue 
WEDNESDAYS  - 7 p.m.  

and clever and PERFECT. Brendan Hayes played 
a wonderful irreverent Reverend and the two tall 
guys, Allan Carswell and Andrew Sands played their 
parts brilliantly as well. Shawn Morgan who played 
Owen Musser was cast perfectly as the angry Clan 
member. Thanks for another entertaining evening at 
Act II.” ~ Sharon Baughman-White

“The Foreigner opened to rave reviews. Couldn’t 
agree more. Another over the top production 
by Danny Mininni, Alfonso López and all the 
performers and staff at Act II Entertainment. Make 
it a point during your time in Puerto Vallarta to see 
this play! Well done!” ~ Cindy DuChateau Ramirez 

“A tour de force. A comedic drama at its best. 
ACT II showcases the exceptional talent of Vallarta 
and delivers a hilarious show with an important 
message. It shows that drama can be forcefully 
delivered in Vallarta. The show deserves to be sold 
out every night. Bravo to all!” ~ Tom Bernes 

“Act II Entertainment Stages has Done It Again. 
Where else can you go see a “Play” with such Fine 
Acting, Great Characters and a Haunting Story Line. 
“The Foreigner” opening night was a Hit Run Away. 
Perfectly executed by all the Actors and Directed by 
Danny Mininni, it is a Show of Shows. Every Actor 
was the Star. The Set was Amazing and the sound 
and lighting was Spot on. Lots of Laughs but lots to 
ponder as the show unfolds.” ~ David Wilhoit

“It was the best! What a playwright, what 
direction, and what talent. A winner all round.” ~ 
Heather Thomson

“Yet another blockbuster!! Amazing how you all 
do this for us! Spectacular!!!” ~ Francine Peters

“WOW!!!!” (times a “zillion!”)  Congratulations, 
Danny and cast, what an incredible show! I totally 
enjoyed it!!” ~ Marsha Ward Ross

“Coming from a fellow thespian, That was an 
amazing opening night everyone was so in sync with 
each other and it became so believable I felt like I 
was really at the lodge. Kudos to all!” ~ Candace 
Kepley

“The actors worked together seamlessly in spite 
of the incredibly lengthy lines they had to memorize. 
My hat is off to every performer in the cast. 
Brilliant!”  ~ Dave Mohr

“What a great show! All-around amazing work! 
Congrats to all!” ~ Derek Carkner

“Great performance by a very talented cast! 
Amazing to see all the new talent at Act ll this year!” 
~ Bert Ramirez
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A NuName Production 
Directed by Edoardo Rocha

Every Saturday – 7 p.m.

The iconic American musical, 
Chicago, features music by John Kander, 
lyrics by Fred Ebb, and a book by Ebb 
and John Fosse.  When it debuted on 
Broadway back in the 1970’s, Chicago 
became a classic and won 6 Tony 
Awards!  The Broadway revival in 1996 
now holds the record as the longest-
running musical revival and the longest-
running American musical in Broadway 
history!  This NuName Production is 
absolutely amazing!   It features 13 
dancers, along with stage favorites, 
Michael Gibney, MaryJo Nelson, 
Maria Rose, Edoardo Rocha, Joan 
Houston, and Marsha Ward Ross!

This spectacular musical is as 
addictive as gossip rags, and as 
unforgettable as any trial of the 
century. It is the one show you can 
always count on to give you the thrills 
and memories that only come from 
seeing a Broadway musical.  It is an 
unforgettable journey into the crime 
and corruption of the 1920’s. 

“With a SOLD OUT audience, 
“Chicago” opened at Act II Stages 
last night. So many good things to say 
about this performance! The acting, 
choreography, costumes, & directing 
were excellent. I expect this to be a 
hit. The show ended to a standing 
ovation so justly deserved. Kudos to 
all!”  ~ Tricia Lyman 
“Chicago was sold out for opening 
night and looks like it will be the 
newest hit show for Main Stage at Act 
II.”  ~ Ed Gill

“Another home run in this incredible 
ACT II season. Brilliantly directed and 
choreographed, Chicago is bound to 
delight audiences as evidenced at its 
opening. Bravo!”  ~ Tom Bernes

One of Off-Broadway’s most popular cult 
musicals, Little Shop of Horrors is the hilarious 
tale of a down-and-out Skid Row floral assistant, 
the girl he loved, and a strange new, man-eating 
plant threatening to tear their world apart.  This 
cult classic was one of the longest-running Off-
Broadway shows and has become a household 
name thanks to a highly successful film version 
and a fantastic musical score!  For the past 30 
years, people just can’t get the catchy music out 
of their heads!  

Directed by Alfonso López, the uber-talented 
director of “Rocky Horror” last year, this 
beloved horror/comedy/rock/musical is another 
first-class production at Act II and brings back the 
sounds and ambiance of the rock ‘n’ roll era.  It 
stars many of your favorite Act II actors, plus some 
wonderful new faces, including Maria Rose, 
Joey Martinez, Alex McLauchlan, Andrew 
Sands, Shawn Morgan, Eli Estrada, Sasha del 
Oceano, and Ximena Peña Esparza.   It also 
features the return of Act II Managing Partner, 
Danny Mininni, to the stage, with his portrayal 

Still breaking Box office records!  A Cult Musical/Horror Comedy  Thursdays - 7 p.m. 
Due to popular demand, this show will also be presented on MONDAYS - 7 p.m. (starting February 4)!

of the crotchety and hilarious “Mr. Mushnik.” 
With its delightful cast and toe-tapping music, 
Little Shop of Horrors is a must-see this season!  

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Very good entertainment!  We saw Little Shop of 
Horrors ... The actors were very talented, the singing 
was very good and they did an excellent job with the 
stage and sets. It is great that PV has Act II available 
to offer some alternative nightlife entertainment. 
The theater is small and very comfortable and offers 
an intimate setting. They will serve drinks while the 
performance continues. I highly recommend going. 
They have many performances to choose from.” ~ 
fossr50, Tomahawk

“Fantastic, fun and magical. A intimate venue 
with a very talented cast. Highly entertaining. I 
highly recommend going to see this.” - Scott R

“ACT II has done it again! Surpassed 
themselves.  WOW! what a Terrific Show!” - 
afield2015 Milwaukee, Wisconsin

“Best show ever in Puerto Vallarta. A must see, 
amazing talent and set design. Would love to see 
it again.” - Michelle S

“Just saw Little Shop of Horrors. I didn’t expect 
the level of professionalism on display, from the 
sets, acting, singing to the choreography. ACT II 
may be a small venue but they definitely put on 
big shows. Yes it may be a cliché, but run don’t 
walk and get tickets for this musical. If your 
plans are for coming down later in the season go 
online lots of great shows to come. As a plus they 
have a great patio to enjoy a drink prior to the 
show.” - rickdj5364YT, Fresno



33

This year’s FUNNIEST MUSICAL...  
BAR NUN! (Pun intended!) 

Every Sunday - 7 p.m. 

Nunsense, A-Men! is a take-off 
on the 2nd longest-running Off-
Broadway smash hit, Nunsense, 
only second to Little Shop of 
Horrors!  But here in Puerto Vallarta, 
all of the characters are MALE 
musical comedy performers!  Act II’s 
“sacrilegious” version of Nunsense, 

A-Men! features uproarious horseplay 
and side-splitting jokes that are 
performed by Bert Ramirez, Shawn 
Morgan, José Jasso, Roberto Gomez, 
and Al Carswell.  Check out their 
video, #sheNUNigans,  to see them 
parasailing, racing down the Malecon 
on Segways and experimenting with 
tequila... All in full habits!  The 
Act II nuns are always up to 
something new and irreverent! 
Directed by Alfonso López and 
choreographed by Steven Retchless, 
Nunsense, A-Men! is the kind of 
show that picks you up and shakes 
you around and makes you want to 
dance.  What more could you want 
from a musical than passion and 
laughter and fun? This is a show not 
to be missed at Act II Stages!   

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“It just keeps getting better!  On 
this trip my husband and I attended 
3 shows... All were very different and 
wonderful! I am happy to see that 
they are expanding the number and 
types of shows while continuing to 
bring PV quality live entertainment. 
The service is excellent and the 
setting fun. Go early and listen to 
the music in the bar. And yes, it is 
for everyone... please don’t feel it is 
only a gay venue... don’t miss it!” - 
Connie, Long Beach

“I loved it!! My friends loved it. 
Mother Superior was spot on funny 
when she gets stoned and moved the 
production along from scene to scene. 
The whole cast was great, harmonies 
were delightful, great voices and 
endearing characters. I’d see it 
again!” - Cherrydelo1776

A Live Tribute to the Songs, Comedy 
and Career of Bette Midler,  
Featuring Premier Canadian 
Songstress, Miss Sandi D. 

A Don & Rhonda Production 
Every Wednesday - 5 p.m.

Miss Sandi D. gives a captivating 
performance in her tribute to the one-
and-only Bette Midler (one of the 
most iconic divas of the 20th and 21st 
centuries). This show features many 
of Bette’s hit songs, such as The Rose, 
Wind Beneath My Wings, Boogie 
Woogie Bugle Boy, and Friends, plus 
skits, stories, comedy and more! 
Sandi began her musical career at age 
13 by singing in a band.   

Since then her career has spanned 
the mediums of recording, stage, 
television and theatre and has taken her 
throughout North America.  She has 
performed at many movie premiers 
such as Batman, Ghostbusters 2, and 
Rainman, and has worked for many 
celebrities, including Bruce Willis 
and Madonna.  

She has appeared on The Arsenio 
Hall show and Entertainment 
Tonight.  She also played the role 
of Mary Magdalene in a production 
of Jesus Christ Superstar, and then 
toured as one of the female leads 
in the Canadian Premier of Carole 
King’s “Tapestry.”  

TripAdvisor ★★★★★ 
“Sandi D did wonderful Bette Midler 
tribute show in small theater setting. 
The whole venue is very unique and a 
great value.” ~ Lynn1018

From the same team that brought you 
Some Enchanted Evening, the HIT musical 
revue from last season.  Starring 6 of the 

best singers in Puerto Vallarta.  
A Celebration of the Music 
of Gershwin - All the songs 
you never knew you knew!

Every Tuesday - 7 p.m.

Summertime, I Got Rhythm, Nice 
Work If You Can Get It, S’Wonderful, 
Embraceable You, Someone to Watch 
Over Me, The Man I Love, Let’s Call 
the Whole Thing Off, Strike Up the 
Band, Blah, Blah, Blah, Fascinating 
Rhythm, Delishious, Soon, Treat Me 
Rough, The Man that Got Away, 
and many more! George Gershwin 
(1898-1937) was one of America’s 
most influential music composers 
and pianists who worked in both 
classical and popular styles.  Most 
of his songs were written to 
words written by his brother, Ira 
Gershwin.  Some of his most well-
known works are Rhapsody in Blue, 
An American in Paris and Porgy 
and Bess, which is considered 
to be one of the most important 
American operas of the 20th century. 
I Got Rhythm features beautiful 
harmonies, duets, solos, and mini 
vignettes of song and dance. Each 
song sparkles with pure Americana 
from the 20’s and 30’s. Come and 
take a step back in time as you enjoy 
this art-deco themed show starring 
Act II partner, Alfonso López, 
along with MaryJo Nelson, Sasha 
del Océano, Marsha Ward Ross, 
Alberto Ponce, and Andrew Sands.

Gary Beck’s Review 
of Dress Rehearsal 

“I was invited to view a dress 
and technical [tech] rehearsal of 
I Got Rhythm: A Musical Revue 

celebrating American composer, 
George Gershwin for their feedback 
and practice of the cast’s songs 
and dance numbers. The full cast 
entered in couples arm in arm to “I 
Got Rhythm” A striking design of 
the show is that the famous songs 
are mashed into a stream of music. 
One song flows into the next and 
repeats. In this fashion, the audience 
members may hear several songs 
in a matter of minutes. “Strike Up 
The Band” was presented smoothly 
with energy. Marsha climbed to the 
top of the staircase set and sang in 
gorgeous soprano “Summertime”, a 
top Gershwin composition. The jazzy 
Southern blues song remains one of 
his best and Marsha gave a tour-de-
force performance. In pieces, they 
rehearsed songs and medleys, calling 
for a stoppage when something is 
askew. “Nice Work If You Can Get”, 
“It’s Wonderful”, “Embraceable 
You” and “Someone to Watch Over 
Me” were familiar songs practiced 
once, then again.

Sitting in the audience, you realize 
how many long hours are devoted 
to designing a show and then 
implementing it in every single area 
until the director is satisfied, at least 
until the next rehearsal. Word was 
that a doubleheader on one day will 
be announced. Everyone involved 
here is dedicated to giving the best 
they can, even a slight turn to the 
right, or a clasp of the hand. Attention 
to detail is astounding. Maria walked 
over to remove a dangling thread 
from Marsha’s gown. A special 
analysis was directed to lighting, 
especially where the highest singer 
was not lit very well. All singers 
perfected their notes and key of the 
song.  This show is Americana from 
the ‘20s and ‘30s.”
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A Celebration of the hit Broadway 
musical, Hair

A Don and Rhonda Production  
EVERY FRIDAY – 7 p.m.

Don and Rhonda Productions, 
(or as Danny Mininni calls them, 
“RHONDONDA Productions”), a 
staple in Vallarta entertainment for 
more than 30 years, brings to you 
another great show this season. Act II 
Entertainment constantly endeavours to 
bring big-stage hit musicals to its small 
and intimate stage. How do you bring 
huge, iconic musicals to the stage?  You 
partner up with Don and Rhonda 
Productions, famous for bringing 
classic rock and 60’s genre alive!  Their 
most recent productions were the sold 
out hits, California Dreamin’ and last 
year’s Woodstock ‘69.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“What an amazing show! Great 
signing, music and costumes. 
So nice to see a show with live 
music!”  ~Jordan P

STEVE GRAND - TOP SELLING SHOW 
OF LAST SEASON! 

Featuring Steve Grand, Openly Gay 
Internet Sensation and Recording Artist!

Shows sell out fast, so get your 
tickets now at act2pv.com      

CLOSING SHOWS! 
Tuesday, January 29 - 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, January 31 - 9:30 p.m.

Steve Grand returns 
triumphantly to the Red Room for 
a 3-month run, after his extremely 
successful string of shows last 
season! 100% OF HIS SHOWS 
WERE SOLD OUT!!  In 2013, 
Grand uploaded a music video to 
YouTube for his song, “All American 
Boy.”  Immediately, it went viral, and 
within 8 days, he had over 1,000,000 
views!  The song tells the story of 
unrequited love between a young man 
and his heterosexual male friend. As a 
result of his notoriety, this openly gay 
artist has been lauded as a trailblazer 
in the entertainment world and has 
had appearances on Good Morning 
America, CNN, Larry King Now, 
and other national outlets where he 
has used his platform to advocate for 
Human Rights and LGBT Equality. 

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Attended Steve Grand’s all-
acoustic, solo music show where he 
played piano, guitar and sang. He 
performed some Elton, some Beatles 
(my favorite), some Bruce Springsteen 
and many originals from his 2 albums. 
Act II Entertainment is a beautiful 
venue where every seat is a good seat, 
the staff was courteous and attentive 
in every way.” ~ Discover766904 
“My first time visiting Act II and I 
was impressed. Friendly staff and 
very well organised, along with some 
hilarious commentary while being 
seated, made for an enjoyable night! 
The small venue was perfect and 
intimate to watch Steve Grand play.” 
- Wazza H

Starring Puerto Vallarta and New York 
City favorite, SUTTON LEE SEYMOUR!     

Every Tuesday - 9:30 p.m.  
Every Thursday - 5 p.m.

NYC (and PV’s) drag darling, 
Sutton Lee Seymour, stars in 
DRAGFLIX, a new comedy spoofing 
your favorite TV shows, movies, and 
musicals with parodies of GAME OF 
THRONES, THE HANDMAID’S 
TALE, HARRY POTTER, and more! 

Sutton Lee Seymour, known as “the 
Robin Williams of Drag,” is New 
York City’s Live Singing Comedy 
Queen of Stage and Screen, having 
performed with Atlantis Events on 
their gay cruise and resort vacations, 
and making numerous appearances 
on Bravo TV’s Watch What Happens 

Live with Andy Cohen! She has 
toured with her shows to sold-out 
crowds in Chicago, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Washington DC, 
plus other beach “vacation towns” 
like Ogunquit, Rehoboth, and 
Saugatuck!  In New York City, 
Sutton Lee Seymour has become 
the premier “Broadway Queen,” 
hosting and starring in a number of 
weekly shows and cabarets!  Keep 
up with her adventures and travels 
on Facebook and Instagram by 
following @suttonleeseymour.

An Evening with Liberace and 
Miss Peggy Lee 

Two Lees for the Price of One!
Shows on January 18, 19, 21, 25, 
26, 28 - February 1, 3, 4 - 5 p.m. 

Lee Squared--In this funny and 
touching tribute, New York City Bistro 
and MAC Award winners, David 
Maiocco and Chuck Sweeney, present 
a musical/comedy show, honoring 
music legends, Liberace and Peggy 
Lee, who defined four decades of music 
and pop culture.  They call their show 
“Two Lees for the price of one!”

Liberace lived a life of flamboyance, 
sparkle, and lavish costumes. In this 
funny and touching tribute, Liberace 
gets one more chance to glitter and 
shine as he tickles the ivories through 

the fingers of piano virtuoso, David 
Maiocco.  Chuck Sweeney keeps the 
memory of Peggy Lee alive with a 
fevered impersonation that includes a 
heavy dose of camp hilarity!

Maiocco and Sweeney are both 
Bistro and MAC Award Winners 
(individually) for “Musical Direction 
and Outstanding Impersonation,” and 
they have just jointly won the 2017 
Bistro Award for “Lee Squared” in 
the category of “Outstanding Musical 
Comedy Duo!” As a team they have 
created an evening of music and 
laughter, from the virtuoso playing of 
Liberace, to the sultry jazz and swing 
of Miss Lee.

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“A fun musical look back with 
some fantastic tickling of the keys as 
only “Liberace” could do! From the 
flamboyant costumes to the sultry, 
funny Peggy Lee, a fun evening, 
especially for us “youngsters”.  Danny 
Mininni, you were wise to include 
them.” ~ Mary Zack

Music and Dance from the 50’s and 60’s  
Every Saturday - 7:30 p.m. 

Act II is pleased to announce a brand 
new 50’s and 60’s show, “Twist and 
Shout,” featuring musical hits from the 
50’s and 60’s!  The dynamic duo, Pedro 
Islas and Faride Talamás perform many 
of the songs that you love…. I Wanna 
Be Loved By You, Can’t Take My Eyes 
Off of You, Be My Baby, Lollipop, I 
Only Want to Be With You, Twist and 
Shout... and more!  This show has a 
unique format and is full of singing, 
comedy, and DANCING to the rhythms 
that changed the world!

Google Review ★★★★★

“Saw Twist and Shout last night in 
the Red Room at Act ll. So much fun. 
Music from the 50’s and 60’s with the 
premise of the two final contestants of 
a singing contest. The audience was 
laughing, cheering and singing along. 
Great addition to Vallarta nightlife.” - 
Rick DiCarlo
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ALL NEW SHOW!  
Starring Puerto Vallarta’s beloved 
6’7” POWERHOUSE, Mama Tits! 

Every Monday & Saturday - 9:30 p.m.

After her second record-breaking 
year as one of the Top Headliners 
of the illustrious Red Room Cabaret 

Diana Villamonte, VOICE OF MEXICO STAR
A Musical tribute to the great ladies 

of Motown and Beyond, featuring 
Puerto Vallarta’s #1 songstress 
WARNING!  All Diana Villamonte 
shows sell out well in advance - 

get your tickets fast.  
Every Monday - 7:30 p.m.

Panamanian Beauty and TV Star, 
Diana Villamonte, returns for her 
second amazing season with Act II’s 
#1 hit show, “More Motown and 
Beyond!”  This is an all-new show 
in English, paying respect to the 
great ladies (and a few of the boys) 
of Motown (and beyond), with a 
special tribute to Aretha Franklin, as 
well as Diana Ross, Shirley Bassey, 
Whitney Houston, Anita Ward, Etta 
James, Nina Simone, Aretha Franklin 
and Donna Summer. Get your tickets 
quickly!  This show sold out almost 
every night during the last season! 

TripAdvisor ★★★★★ 
“Fiercely Talented Singing Sensation 
Diana Villamonte Dazzles in Puerto 
Vallarta! Just when we thought what 
dazzled us most about Puerto Vallarta 
was its lush mountain landscapes, 
sparkling blue waters and rich art 
scene – we discovered another jewel 
just as brilliant! Remember the 
name Diana Villamonte, because 
she’s one of the most talented 
and electrifying new singing 
sensations to come along in a while! 
Having stumbled upon this gem of 
a talent at what has to be Puerto 
Vallarta’s hottest and most prolific 

entertainment venue, we left eager to 
follow the career of a star who seems 
destined to skyrocket to fame.” ~ 
Boris Betanoff 
“We had friends visiting us for the 
week in Puerto Vallarta, and took 
then to Act II Stages to see Diana 
Villamonte - More Motown and 
Beyond. Her performance was out of 
this world! Her voice is spectacular, 
and her renditions of some of our 
favorite Motown hits had everyone on 
their feet and singing along. We have 
been to many different shows at Act II 
and loved them all...we will definitely 
be back again and again!!” - Terri R 
“If you’re lucky enough in 2019 to 
see the new upcoming Global star 
she will completely blow you away. 
In my lifetime I am from New York 
and have seen every great Broadway 
show. Well Diana is totally ready for 
Broadway and or the movies. Her 
voice her look and her dancing just 
completely paralyzes you. What I am 
trying to say is that if you want to 
see the greatest show on earth go see 
Diana.”- lorieg2019 
“We saw Diana Villamonte on her 
opening night for the season. She 
is not to be missed! Power house of 
a voice. Act Two is always our go to 
place when we are in Puerto Vallarta. 
All the entertainment is top notch. 
Having this theatre in PV is one of the 
top reasons we always return to PV.” 
- Karen B, Toronto

HEDDA LETTUCE - Winner, 
Funniest  Drag Show 2017 - 2018  

Featuring Hedda Lettuce’s 
smorgasboard of live comedy, songs, 

and stand-up improvisations 
Every Thursday & Friday - 9:30 p.m. 

Every Tuesday - 5 p.m.  
“Hedda Sings the Blues”

The six-time Drag Queen of the 
Year Award-winner (HX magazine) 
and the legendary “green goddess” 
of drag, is excited to return to Puerto 
Vallarta for her FOURTH “sold 
out” season!  Her show, this year, 
is a loving send-up to her favorite 
town…. Puerto Vallarta!  Hedda will 
glamorize another season as she dishes 
out a tossed salad of improvisational 
comedy, sultry songs, and dazzling 
gowns.  (And it’s entirely fat-free!) 
She will gladly engage you in a night 
of storytelling, bawdy and biting wit, 
spontaneous comedy, and live (not lip-
synched) singing!  Her show includes 
her nationally-acclaimed original 
comedic music that is peppered with 
parodies of old time favorites and 
startling satire.  Hedda Lettuce is one of 
New York City’s premiere drag queens 
and keeps the audience screaming with 
laughter for the entire show!

Trip Advisor ★★★★★

“Absolutely hilarious! Shows 
moves quickly. An hour of total 
laughs. I highly recommend it. Bring 
the family! ~ Linda V 

Google Review! ★★★★★ 
“Awesome great show. I highly 
recommend Hedda Lettuce she is an 
amazing performer.”  - C Sailor

Diana Villamonte Returns to Act II 
after winning FIRST RUNNER UP 

in the Voice of Mexico  
WARNING!!  All of Diana Villamonte 

shows sell out well in advance!! 
Get your tickets now! 

A Musical Tribute to Whitney 
Houston, featuring PV’s #1 Star

Every Friday - 7:30 p.m. 

This year, we are thrilled to 
announce that Diana, along with 
director Alfonso López, have created 
yet ANOTHER sensational hit show, 
“I Will Always Love You,” a musical 
tribute to Whitney Houston!  Diana, 
with her powerhouse voice and 
infectious personality, is the perfect 
singer to take on the iconic Whitney 
(her lifelong inspiration).  The 
highlight of Diana’s show last year 
was when she previewed some of her 
Whitney Houston songs, often having 
most audience members in tears. 
Diana blew the audience away, and 
her fans begged for a whole show of 
Whitney’s songs!    

TripAdvisor ★★★★★ 
“Run don’t walk to see both shows! 
You can then say I saw her when... ! 
To see this amazing talent in such a 
warm and intimate setting will blow 
you away! Both her Motown and 
Beyond and her Tribute to Whitney 
Houston shows are unbelievable! She 
came in first runner up this year on 
the Voice of Mexico. I have no doubt 
she would have won if all of her US & 
Canadian fans had Mexican phones 
and were able to vote! She will be 
packing in huge stadiums soon...so 
don’t miss this show!! ~ sgunze
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For more information about our shows, or to order tickets, please go to our website at www.act2pv.com  Tickets are also available at our box 
office which is open daily from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. The Act II Entertainment Stages complex is located upstairs on the corner of Insurgentes and 

Basilio Badillo in the Romantic Zone on the South side of Puerto Vallarta.  For more information, call 222-1512, or follow Act II on Facebook.

THIS WEEK - “Us Two Goes COUNTRY” 
Featuring Daniel, Noemi & their LIVE BAND! 

Winner - 2017 Best Band Award! 
Shows On Wednesday!  Every Week - 

A New Show! 7:30 p.m.

Never before has Act II witnessed 
such loyalty from fans who discovered 
Us Two at Act II Entertainment!  With 
more TripAdvisor 5 star reviews than 
any other PV performers, fans have 
been known to attend an UsTwo show 
every week!  With that in mind that, 
Act II Producer, Danny Mininni, and 
the members of Us Two, give fans 
the chance to see a new show every 

week!  Us Two’s Wednesday night 
show features a different show every 
week, with a total of four different 
shows per month!  Known for bringing 
the classics that you love the most back 
to life, Us Two will feature a Classics, 
Volume I and Classics, Volume II, 
because how can you fit all of that 
great music into one show?  Other 
shows will include Country Week and 
the intimate “Unplugged” show.  (See 
website and press releases for weekly 
genre reminders.)  But no matter 
what the genre is, Us Two always 
brings you music from the 70’s, 80’s 
and 90’s in the form of song and 
dance, rock and roll, fun and games 
and humor and chat, all bundled 
into a 90-minute Vegas-style show!  
Every week a different show, this 
week… 5th Wednesday - “Us Two 
Goes COUNTRY!”

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“Still the best!  This was our fourth 
visit to see US TWO. They have added 
a keyboard to their band of amazingly 
talented performers. These two put on 
a show that is remarkable for a venue 
like this. They have packed the house 
at each of the performances we have 
attended. The show they put on is 
warm, funny and remarkably GOOD! 
Don’t miss this one. You will be glad 
you went!” - MJPmd

“Do not miss “Us Two”! 
They have four different themed 
shows each month this season. 
Tremendously talented performers!!” 
- davemM5470OS

Comedy Drag Cabaret, starring 
JoAnna, and Emmy-Award Winner, 

ChiChi Rones 
Sundays & Wednesdays- 9:30 p.m. 

The Dueling Drag Divas return 
to the Red Room with an All-NEW, 
2019 LIVE show!  JoAnna (aka Joe 
Perry) and Emmy Award Winner, 
ChiChi Rones, sing hysterical spoofs 
of Cher, Tina Turner, Marilyn Monroe, 

Shirley Bassey, Amy Winehouse, 
Janis Joplin, Lady Gaga and more!  
JoAnna is celebrating her 13th season 
in Vallarta! Starting out in NYC, 
JoAnna has won numerous awards, 
including “Best Patsy Cline Singer” 
at the Cowgirl Hall of Fame. The 
New York Times hails her as “One of 
the Best.”  In addition to PV, JoAnna 
has enjoyed 6 smash seasons in 
Provincetown and currently 8 fabulous 
summer seasons in Ogunquit, Maine. 

Emmy Award Winner Ch Chi 
Rones is excited to be back in Vallarta 
for a 7th season! She is excited to be 
debuting this all new show here in 
PV.  Bette Midler, Edith Piaf and a 
duet with Sammy Davis, Jr. & Liza 
Minnelli, which must be seen to 
be believed! Iconic voices Shirley 
Bassey and Judy Garland, all sung in 
Chi Chi’s soaring voice.

A musical tribute to ABBA and Elton John, 
featuring UsTwo and their LIVE BAND  

Every Sunday - 7:30 p.m.

UsTwo presents a musical 
tribute to the timeless music of two 
unforgettable acts which began 
in the 70’s, ABBA and Elton 
John!  UsTwo will perform songs 
that you remember, such as Mama 
Mia, Dancing Queen, Chiquitita, Sad 

Song, Candle in the Wind, and Rocket 
Man, and more.  Their repertoire 
changes with each performance, 
but these amazing vocalists (and 
their live band) will treat you to an 
unforgettable evening of music and 
an evening to remember!  

ABBA and its flamboyant costumes 
and catchy music, is considered to 
be one of the top musical groups in 
history, having sold over 500 million 
albums!  Elton John first became 
famous for his oversize glasses and 
outrageous outfits, but his enduring 
popularity and incredible talent have 
earned him five Grammy awards, 
induction into the Rock ‘n Roll 
Hall of Fame, and sales of over 300 
million albums!  Together, these two 
acts epitomized the soft rock/pop 
musical sounds that became hugely 
popular in the 70’s, and is still loved 
around the world today.  

TripAdvisor ★★★★★ 
“Couldn’t recommend them more. 
What an enthusiastic and joyful pair 
of singers!  The show was good for 
all ages. Prompt, helpful waitstaff as 
well.  Just be sure to arrive about an 
hour before the show to enjoy drinks 
in the lounge and to maximize your 
chances of sitting together as a group 
during the show.”  ~ LinBoston 

“Do not miss “Us Two”! They have 
four different themed shows each month 
this season. Tremendously talented 
performers!!” 👏 - davemM5470OS

at Act II Stages, Mama Tits is 
thrilled to return for her fourth hit 
season! This year she is back with 
her raw and witty take on life, sex, 
relationships and living your truth. 
Mama Tits weaves her soulful live 
singing with her stories and comedy 
into one big joyride of a show, with a 
strong message of love, emotion and 
positive reinforcement, (not unlike 
her trusty underwire bra)!  Jazz, 
blues, pop, rock and Broadway round 
out this year’s eclectic selection of 
songs.  Check out her many reviews 
on Trip Advisor!  

TripAdvisor ★★★★★

“This was an amazing and 
wonderful entertainment experience! 
Definitely not to be missed!!! 
Non-stop laughing throughout the 
entire show. She is quite hilarious. 
Wonderful singer with a very large 
personality!!”  - HoustonGuy2414

“BEST SHOW: brave heart, 
inclusive, beautiful voice, kind, 
colourful, tells-it-like-it-is, and great 
entertainment. We need a 1000 yous, 
Ms. Mama Tits. That heart does not 
lie. Thank you!” - roseycouture
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Millions of people suffering 
osteoporosis could be cured by 
playing a ‘quiet musical note’ to 
stem cells in their body, coaxing 
them into healthy bone, scientists 
hope.

British scientists are about to 
embark on the first human trials of a 
groundbreaking new therapy called 
‘nanokicking’ which spurs stem 
cells into action by blasting them 
with low frequency vibrations.

It could also help protect 
astronauts whose bones deteriorate 
in microgravity, paving the way for 
lengthy trips to the Moon or Mars.

The technique was discovered 
by Scottish researchers in 2016, 
who were struggling to make stem 
cells turn into bone cells despite 
recreating all the same conditions 
within the body.

They eventually found that what 
was missing was the quiet internal 
hum of around 1000Hz, which 
when recreated, turned stem cells 
into bones at around 28 days.

Now scientists plan to test 
it on patients suffering from 
spinal injuries whose bones have 
deteriorated through lack of use.

Lead researcher Professor 
Stuart Reid, of the University of 
Strathclyde, said: “This new study 
will apply transducers directly to 
the legs of patients with spinal 
injury.  The aim is to elicit the same 
response in the body as we see in 
the lab.

“So strapping transducers to 
the legs of patients, and playing 
a single, quiet musical note to 
the bones. Actually, close to the 
musical note C, but a higher pitch, 
close to the 3rd harmonic above 
middle C.

“If we get positive results then 
there will be an immediate scale up 
of the project and we will see how 
we can roll this out for the benefit 
of the wider population.”

The original lab trials used a 
vibrating platform (left) with stem 
cells in a petri dish but in the new 
trial the therapy will be given 
directly. According to the National 
Osteoporosis Society, more than 
three million people in the UK are 
estimated to have osteoporosis, 
which causes around 500,000 
broken bones every year.

The disease typically develops 
slowly over several years and is 
linked to the stem cells in the bone 
turning to fat rather than bone - it is 
often nicknamed ‘fat of the bone.’

The experiments could mean that 
the technology could not only be 
used as a therapy for those who 
already suffer from the condition 
and also prevent those at risk from 
ever developing it.

Fifteen volunteers from the 
National Spinal Injuries Unit based 
at the Queen Elizabeth University 
Hospital in Glasgow will be invited 
to take part in the project over the 
coming two years.

The project’s co-lead Dr Sylvie 
Coupaud, who has experience 
of rehabilitation interventions in 
patients with spinal cord injuries, 
said: “There is currently no 
effective approach to treating 
osteoporosis in these patients - it is 
diagnosed but not treated.

“Working closely with the spinal 
injuries unit, we have already 
developed robust methods to 
identify the onset of osteoporosis 
within weeks of injury, and we are 
now looking forward to producing 
effective interventions for patients, 
to slow the bone loss before a 
fracture occurs.”

The technique could also help 
people with complicated bone 
fractures, where currently the only 
option is to undergo painful surgery 
where doctors remove bone from 
a healthy part of their body and 
transplant it in the damaged site.

The first clinical trial of surgical 
bone grafts, grown in the lab from 
stem cells, will be implanted into 
patients in Scotland by late 2020.

The new trial has been funded 
by the government’s Science 
Technology and Funding Council.

Science Minister Chris Skidmore 
said: “Osteoporosis can be a 
devastating condition for the three 
million people that suffer from it 
across the UK. This research shows 
enormous promise of slowing down 
and even reversing the disease.

“The Government’s modern 
Industrial Strategy aims to harness 
medical innovations to help people 
have the most advanced treatment 
and meet the needs of our ageing 
society.”

(Source: ca.news.yahoo.com, 
Sarah Knapton - The Telegraph)
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Krystal Frost

For questions and comments - Cell: 322 116-9645, 
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com

Krystal Frost

Requires intense attention to 
details... just the right amount 
of tuck, fold and stretch.  As so, 
attention to details in the later 
years will help you out as the table 
turns when we adult kids care for 
parents.

You all who read my stuff know 
I often quote or refer to my mom, 
or my grandma - who represent 
examples of the reigning matriarchs 
in the best of Germanic tradition.

Grandma fell off a chair while 
using it as a step stool to washing 
windows, she was 90, which 
resulted in a broken hip.  She did 
recover and lived on to be almost 
100.

Now my mom, 89, fell and 
broke her hip while wrestling with 
an oversize garbage bin on her 
sidewalk. She too recovered.  

Both of these women live alone 
and have a fierce attitude of 
retaining their independence and 
personal control (this includes the 
whole family) while being frugal 
to a fault.

Comments like.  “Mom, 
let me help you, or let me 
get someone in to help a 
couple of days a week” fall 
into the selective hearing 
category, followed by a passive 
aggressive comment like “it’s 
faster to do it myself”, or “they 
never get it right”, etc. 

You know what I mean …
So my question is: How do 

we help our aging parents and 
allow them to remain in control 
of their lives and choices.  

This is what helped me.

Finances
- Make a list of all accounts and 

where they are held
- Get contact information for their 

advisers or attorney, give them a 
call and meet them.

- Consolidate and simplify 
accounts where possible.  (My 
mom and I share accounts now, so 
I can make sure she has everything 
covered, the down side is… she 
sees my ups and downs too)

- Make sure the accounts are 
titled correctly.

- Offer to sit in on a meeting with 
their financial adviser to review 
investments, make sure the asset 
allocation is appropriate and make 
sure there are adequate resources 
to support your parents’ lifestyle 
(my mom is very private about her 
investments and affairs, so I never 
was invited to sit in.)

- Review Social Security benefits.
- Make sure all beneficiary 

designations are up-to-date.
- Streamline bill paying by 

making them automatic, so your 
loved ones lights stay on..

Insurance
- Make a list of all insurance 

policies (life, health, long-term 
care, etc.) and where they are 
located and have the insurance 
company information updated.

- Offer to sit in on a meeting 
with the insurance adviser to see if 
a long-term care insurance policy 
would be appropriate.

- Review homeowners, auto 
and umbrella liability insurance 
to make sure they are adequate, 
appropriate and up-to-date.

- Review health insurance 
coverage and consider whether 
it would be appropriate to add a 
Medigap policy to pay for costs 
not covered by Medicare.

- Take a look at their I.D. such as 
drivers licenses etc.  

Legal documents 
- Do they have a will or estate 

plan?
- If so, does it reflect their current 

wishes (i.e. does it pass property 
to the correct people and have the 
correct people taking charge)?

- Do they have an up-to-date durable 
power of attorney for finance?

- Do they have an up-to-date 
durable power of attorney for 
health care?  This is important ‘cuz 
the medical community will be in 
total control if there is no power 
of attorney for a family member 
to make choices on procedures, 
testing, and medication.

- Does their health care power 
of attorney contain a health-care 
directive that spells out their wishes 

for life-prolonging care?

Living arrangements
- Is the current housing situation 
suitable?
- Do any changes, updates or 
modifications need to be made to 
their home to make things easy 
and accessible. 
- Have they made contingency 
plans for illness, disability or 
death of a spouse?
- Is there money available to 
pay for those contingencies 

(e.g. savings or long-term care 
insurance)?

Health
- Make a list of their doctors as 

well as any medications they are 
taking.

- Help coordinate benefits 
between care providers and 
insurance companies.

Who would know there would be 
so many tucks, folds and stretching 
to get it right, the way mom wants 
and deserves?

Anyway.
Mom’s bed has always been the 

comforting refuge from drama, 
illness and pain of all sorts.  There’s 
something magically healing and 
soothing in those folds of over 
washed sheets and generation-old 
quilts that always work regardless 
of our age.  Mom takes great 
comfort in making her bed just 
right so...

You better learn it...
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Is located in Plaza Marina, Local B-10.  Open Monday 
to Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  Tel: 221-1607.  www.holisticbiospa.com  
Email:  info@holistic-bio-spa.com

The Holistic Bio Spa

Zoli 
Hargitai, 
owner / 

founder of 
The Holistic 

Bio Spa
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“Mirror, Mirror, on the wall - who 
cares what you think.”

I’m a little tired of the world telling 
me how I should look (especially the 
73 year old fashion moguls who hire 
15 year old anorexic kids to model 
their clothes).  How about you?

It’s easy to go crazy on this issue 
because society pressure can be heavy.  
I didn’t realize how heavy, and how 
soon it starts these days until I went to 
see a friend about 5 years ago… 

“Jessica hates being here when I 
have my friends over, she thinks we’re 
all so old and boring.” (I was 41, my 
friend 40) “Not only is she here, but 
has friends over too, so please pardon 
the noise if they get loud Jaqui.”

Neither one of us thought anything 
of it until 20 minutes later.  Jessica, 
and what seemed like every girl in her 
school, mobbed me in the kitchen.  Jess 
told them I was a nutrition expert. So 
I had a room full of girls begging me 
for weight loss tricks. …did I mention 
they were NINE years old?!?!?

Women feel a severe amount of 
pressure to look good whether it is 
being thin, having nice skin, beautiful 
hair, …ah heck, I don’t need to list it 
out.  Which one of us doesn’t know 
the list?

What shocks me is how much 
younger and younger the pressure 
hits.  This craziness plays with our 
minds for decades.  Wrong kind of 

compound interest.  By the way, we’re 
not alone ladies.  Guys are starting to 
feel pressure too.  Men’s Vogue, GQ, 
have you seen some of the magazines 
for men?  But they definitely don’t 
have it as bad as we girls do.  Yet. 

Back to the original question: 
Mirror, Mirror.  So what do you 
want to see when you look in it?

I’ll tell you what I want to see: Life.  
Pure life.  I want to see vibrancy, glowing 
energy, clear skin, brilliant eyes. 

Healthy is the new sexy.  And 
healthy doesn’t mean you need to look 
like a fitness model.  Healthy means 
not looking worn down. Healthy 
means feeling energized enough to do 
things and enjoy them.  A luminescent 
brightness that people can spot from 
across the room. 

“Happy girls are prettiest.” - 
Audrey Hepburn

Let’s talk about looking and feeling 
happy in a moment.  I don’t want you 
to think I totally don’t get it.  First of 
all, I’m almost 50 - so yes, I know 
all about the inevitable changes, no 
matter how healthy your habits are.

Botox is tempting, but toxic.  
Did you know it was carcinogenic 
(means cancer causing)?  I was 
recently listening to a lecture by one 
of the world’s premiere scientists, 
Dr. Vojdani talking about how Botox 
and silicone implants are not just 
carcinogenic, but they also trigger 
auto-immune diseases.  No bueno 
girls.  Not worth it. 

Bio-Med has a natural alternative 
to Botox (it doesn’t involve injecting 
GMO pig fat into you, in case you’re 
wondering what’s in Botox).  

They take a small amount of your 
own blood and place it in a sterile tube 
and run it in a centrifuge to separate 
the different components of the blood.  
White and red blood cells are divided 
from the platelets or plasma.  This 
plasma now contains a higher than 
normal number of platelets and is called 
PRP.  No foreign stuff.  No carcinogenic 
stuff.  No neurotoxins.

You can also ask them about their 
Ozone Facial.  The key component is 
oxygen, simply an extra atom more 
than normal.  

Oxygen is good.  I’m good with 
what’s rising naturally from the ocean 
(just be sure to stay out of the sun a 
few days afterwards - if you’re on 
vacation, schedule for last day before 
getting on a plane back home - call 
ahead to be sure you get in, they get 
totally booked up fast).

Here’s what it comes down to: 
there are treatments and then there 
are treatments.  Don’t do something 
toxic to make yourself look a few 
years younger today if you’re risking 
all kinds of bad effects tomorrow.  
Allergic reactions can even be instant, 
never mind what happens a few years 
from now. Choose natural solutions 
with natural ingredients and focus on 
how to enhance it with food. 

The winning formula is great 

food + regular detox + supplements 
/ superchargers

Superchargers are things you 
don’t do in your own kitchen, like:

- EWOT: jump on a trampoline 
while taking in pure oxygen

- Glutathione Nebulizer: just breathe 
it in, goes right into your system and it 
helps renew your cells; natural anti-aging

- Meyer’s Cocktail: injection of 
vitamins, minerals and anti-oxidants. 

Ask Holistic Bio Spa for a 
consultation to customize a 
“Diva Day” for you, it might look 
something like:

1.- EWOT
2.- Lymphatic Drainage Massage 
3.- Foot detox with Meyer’s Cocktail 
4.- Glutathione Nebulizer
5.- Facial 
Just remember, keep a good detox 

protocol running regularly, hydrate 
well, and eat well.  You can’t look 
and feel gorgeous if your system is 
drowning with toxins.  Get healthier, 
it’ll help you look and feel happy.  And 
happy girls really are the prettiest.

Jaqui Karr, CSN, CVD
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Giselle Belanger RN, LCSW

RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available for 
appointments in person, by phone, or by skype webcam. 
Contact info: ggbelangerpv@gmail.com  
Mex cell: 044 (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203

Giselle Bellanger

Vallarta seems to have become 
an international multi-cultural 
community, which has attracted 
a large community of Americans 
and Canadians, as well as many 
Europeans and Central and South 
Americans, not to mention a huge 
influx of professionally educated 
Mexicans who have also chosen 
to move here from other parts of 
Mexico.  Everyone moves here in 
search of something, whether it is 
a new adventure, more freedom, 
better economic opportunities, 
better standard of living, or to 
escape emotional pain / grief / 
loss, or to escape legal problems, 
or to find peace and tranquility 
in order to heal physically, 
emotionally, and spiritually, or 
any number of other reasons.  Is 
your life here what you expected 
or is it spiraling out of control? 

Two polar opposites 
Vallarta has an undeniable 

magnetism, which has seduced 
all of us in one way or another, 
to leave our other life behind and 
begin again here or to at least 
spend the winters here.  There 
seem to be two very powerful 
types of energy forces at work; 
one which promotes healing, 
wellness, and a healthy lifestyle 
and one that is crippling and 
defeating, promoting unhealthy 
extremes, recklessness, and self-
destruction.

Things don’t always 
go as planned

How many people do you know 
who have moved to this wonderful 
magical place with dreams of a 
certain lifestyle that did not unfold 
as they had hoped?  Over the years, 
I have seen many choose to move 
here after becoming completely 
enchanted while on vacation and 
decide this is the place for them.  
They either imagine an incredible 
retirement which is much more 
affordable than at home or one 
that will provide post-retirement 
job opportunities.  Maybe they are 
younger and are enticed by ways 
to earn large amounts of money 
either in the infamous time-share 
business, or our most recent real 
estate boom, or a small business 
opportunity.  No matter the reason, 
once they get here, things may not 
always go as planned. 

The new “norm”
Vallarta represents a new 

freedom with more relaxed rules 
and regulations, less fear of 
consequences, and a new definition 

of what is “normal”.  Many 
behaviors have become normalized 
in various communities including 
sexual promiscuity, excessive 
drug and alcohol abuse, and new 
definitions of what qualifies as 
“infidelity”, to name a few.  Relaxed 
traffic regulations, for example, 
make it easier for intoxicated 
drivers to get away with it and 
“designated driver” isn’t even part 
of the vocabulary.  After a short 
time here, one’s perspective can 
easily be lost and their values and 
sense of self become compromised 
and transformed, according to 
the new norm.  Risks are taken 
that would have never even been 
considered back home.

Spiraling out of control
Before they know it, their 

life seems to be spiraling out of 
control and what may have been 
somewhat manageable back home 
has accelerated dramatically since 
their arrival in Vallarta.  Usually, to 
their shock and dismay, things have 
not turned out as expected or as 
they had hoped, and now they find 
themselves with more problems 
than the ones they left behind. 

This is particularly common 
with drug addiction.  It is truly 
incredible how many people 
arrive here with what they 
consider a “manageable” drug 
habit which (whether they are 
denying or minimizing a more 
severe drug/alcohol dependence 
or not) rapidly develops into an 
all consuming nightmare due 
in great part to the accessibility 
of the drugs and the accepting 
attitude of everyone around them.

Easy come, easy go
Depending on your career 

choice, money can be made easily 
here and oftentimes tax free.  
Many foreigners do not open 
bank accounts and tend to spend 
cash.  It is very common to eat 
the majority of meals out and to 
pay large monthly rentals for a 
certain lifestyle that in the States 
and Canada for example, would 
instead be paid towards home/
condo purchases with mortgages.  
Where there is drug addiction 
involved, this “easy come, easy 
go” attitude and lifestyle is 
especially predominant.

Healing and wellness
Fortunately, Vallarta has 

attracted a multitude of 
alternative and western medicine 
healers that are available to us 
whenever we are ready to reach 
out and receive them.  The 
newspapers and internet are full 
of services providing massage 
therapy, acupuncture, energy 
work, chiropractory, and there 
is also a strong supportive 12-
step recovery community.  Many 
of us came here intentionally to 
heal ourselves while others have 
simply embraced the healthy 
lifestyle.  Vallarta seems to 
naturally invite the healers and is 
conducive to the healing process. 

This is especially good news for 
those of you who have been swept 
away by the enticing negative 
energy forces and found yourself 
lost and out of control.  You 
can get back on your feet again, 
become centered and grounded, 
and heal the painful damage you 
and your families have suffered. 
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Gil Gevins

is the author of five hilarious books, including the 
classic, PUERTO VALLARTA ON 49 BRAIN CELLS A 
DAY. Signed copies of all Gil’s books are available at his 
wife’s wonderful shop, LUCY’S CUCU CABAÑA, located 
at 295 Basilio Badillo. Or, as E-Books on Amazon.

Gil Gevins

Twenty-two years ago* my wife’s 
insistence that I drive her to an over-
priced candle factory in Guadalajara 
almost got me arrested.  For 
attempted manslaughter.

 *(I have been assured by my 
attorney, Lic. Rudy Garcia, that the 
statue of limitations for the crime of 
‘Pretending That You Are Going To 
Run Over a Mexican Policeman’, 
has probably expired by now.)

On the morning of the debacle, 
over breakfast, I did my best to talk 
Lucy out of her insanely reckless 
plan. 

 “The soccer game starts at one 
pm,” I reminded her. 

 “Don’t worry,” Lucy said, “we’ll 
make it back in plenty of time for 
your stupid game.”

 “It is not a stupid game,” I 
said, taking a bite of my huevos 
divorciados (divorced eggs). “It 
happens to be the semi-finals of the 
World Cup.  A billion people will be 
watching. And we don’t even sell 
candles in the store.  What do you 
want to go to a stupid candle factory 
for, anyway?”

“A billion idiots?” my wife said.  
“That’s scary.”

(Huevos divorciados, I should 
probably point out, are a uniquely 
Mexican dish consisting of two fried 
eggs, one of which is bathed in a 
savory red sauce, and one in green.  
Combined with the white of the eggs, 
the colors in your plate are supposed 
to represent the Mexican flag… if 
you ignore the yolk.) 

As I’d feared, the candle factory 
was a total waste of time.  “Nothing 
but a bunch of overpriced junk,” I 
said.  “Let’s get out of here.” 

“Wait,” Lucy said.  “The cashier 
told me they also sell over-priced 
blown glass upstairs.”

An hour later we were back in our 
car, attempting to get off the broad 
heavily trafficked avenue which was 
taking us further and further from 
our hotel room’s television.  Sadly, 
this avenue, once you got on it, was 
not easy to get off. I glanced at my 
watch and began to hyperventilate.   

“Calm down,” my wife advised.
“You can’t turn left,” I snarled, 

“and you can’t turn right - how are 

you supposed to get off this friggin 
street?”

We’d already attempted a right 
turn, and the one-way streets we’d 
encountered had forced us to make a 
big circle back to where we’d started, 
heading in the wrong direction again.  
At the infrequent intersections, large 
NO LEFT TURN signs hung, leering 
at us sadistically.  

“Pretty soon,” I said gloomily, 
“we’ll be in downtown Guadalajara.”       

“Good,” Lucy said. “I wanted to 
look at some refrigerators.”    

“I hope you’re joking.”
“I never joke,” my wife said, 

“about refrigerators.” 
And then I saw it: the Promised 

Intersection!  A wide welcoming 
sign-less way out of our mess.  
However.  Once I’d begun the left 
turn and was fully committed, my 
eyes fell upon two disparate objects, 
the sum of which froze my blood in 
its very veins.  The first was a tiny 
NO LEFT TURN sign, hung in such 
a way as to make it invisible until 
after you’d made your turn.  The 
second object was a short fat traffic 
cop, standing by the curb halfway 
down the side-street I now had no 
choice but to enter. 

It was a trap.  And I was caught.  
Or was I?  What are you, I asked 
myself, Un hombre, o un ratoncito?

“Looks like they got us,” Lucy 
said.  “So much for your game.” 

“Maybe,” I said.  “Maybe…”
 Suddenly, my mind (I use that 

term loosely) went into near-sudden-
death overdrive, as images of all 
the times I’d ever bribed a Mexican 
traffic cop flashed past my inner 
eye.  Then, returning to the present, 
I began to see my current adversary 
in surreal slow-motion detail.  I saw 
his beady-eyed rodent face smiling 
with anticipation.  I saw that he was 
on-foot, alone, and carried neither 

gun, nor radio.  And, last but hardly 
least, I realized that if I stopped to 
negotiate a bribe, I would miss the 
first half of my game.

 “Um, honey?” my wife said.
 “Yes?” 
“Why aren’t you slowing down?”
  The traffic cop, who had come 

to symbolize in my mind everything 
that was wrong with my adopted 
country, stepped into the middle of 
the road and, smiling smugly, raised 
his right hand.  He could see that 
I was a foreigner, an easy mark, 
Christmas come early.

He could not have been more 
wrong.

Only a few seconds had passed, but 
it was sufficient time for my hyper-
alert brain to collect the necessary 
data, process it, and make a decision. 

Stomping down on the accelerator, 
I veered the vehicle sharply to the 
right. It was only a feint, of course.  I 
had no intention of actually running 
the man over.  Lucy gasped, and 
dove to the floor.  For the policeman, 
it was the Halls of Montezuma all 
over again, as he realized that the 
guy behind the wheel, far from 
being some wimpy foreigner, was in 
fact (“Here’s Johnny!”) a homicidal 
gringo maniac!

The expression on his face as 
he dove, headfirst, for the curb, 
was priceless.  If I die tomorrow, 
I thought, this has made it all 
worthwhile!

I took a quick peek in the rearview 
a few seconds later.  The traffic cop 
was back on his feet, shaking his 
fists and screaming things about my 
mother which, quite frankly, were 
not very nice.

Twenty minutes later, we were 
back in our hotel room, having 
stashed the truck in the deepest 
underground garage we could find.  
My game was about to start. 

Lucy was still worried about the 
police.  “What if they’re looking for 
us?”

“No problema.  Remember, honey, 
we’re in Guadalajara, not Los 
Angeles.  These guys couldn’t find 
their own feet.” 

Lucy grabbed her purse. She was 
heading downtown (by taxi) to look 
at some refrigerators. “Thank God,” 
she said.  “If you’d pulled a stunt 
like that in LA, we’d both be on 
death row by now.”

“Don’t we already have a 
refrigerator?” I asked my wife.

Halfway out the door, Lucy turned 
to me and said, “What’s that got to 
do with anything?” 



Emergency Line: 911

178-8999 / Emergency: 911

178-8800 / Emergency: 222-1527

In Guadalajara: 01 333 268-2100
Emergency: 01 555 080-2000

Email: conagencypuertov@state.gov
Solution to crossword on page 47

Solution to Sudoku on page 47
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Hospiten 226.2081

222.0923

Ongoing Events & More...

For a comprehensive list of most -if not all- charity groups and 
non-profit organizations in and around PV, you may want to check out: 

ww.puertovallarta.net/fast_facts/non-profit.php

Historical Naval Museum 
(right next to Los Arcos Amphitheater) $45. Pesos.

Voladores de Papantla perform @ 6 p.m. 
on the Malecon in front of La Bodeguita del Medio.

PLEASE leaf through this issue for the many events that
do not appear here ...and JOIN US ON FACEBOOK!

N.B.: All events are subject to change without notice.

Tuesdays - 10 a.m. - Humanitarian Tour of Corazón de 
Niña, including brunch.  Reserve with Melissa: 224-9209

Wednesdays - 4 p.m.  BINGO! - at Nacho Daddy’s 

Mondays to Saturdays - 9 & 11 a.m. + 1 & 3 p.m. - 
El Salado Estuary Mangroves Tours, bilingual guides.  
Reserve at 226-2878 or 044 (322) 175-7539.

Fridays - Shabbat Services & dinner.  
Info & Reservations: Rabbi@chabadvallarta.com

Wednesdays - 8 p.m. - Practilonga! - 
at J&B Dancing Club, Fco. I. Madero 178.  Free!

12 noon to 1 p.m. - Metaphysical Group - at the Cuale 
Cultural Center on Isla Cuale  Rev.CorinaScherer@gmail.com 

Thursdays - 6 to 19 p.m. - Marina Market in the Marina
Fridays - 9:30 am - 1:30 pm - Marsol Market - by the pier

Saturdays - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. - 3 Hens & a Rooster 
Market at the Lions’ Club - 280 Fco. Madero

Saturdays - 9 am - 2 pm - Olas Altas Farmers’ Market
at Lazaro Cardenas Park 

11 a.m.-2 p.m. - AngeliCat & Acopio Pet Adoptions - 
at Plaza Caracol
5 p.m. - Bilingual Mass - at Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Sundays - 6 to 7 p.m. - Municipal Band,
7 to 8 p.m. - Danzon Music - Dancing in the main square
SPCA - To find your perfect companion animal rescued by the 

SPCA, please contact spcapv@gmail.com

Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays - 9 a.m. to closing - PETCO 
Cats & Dogs Adoption Center - next to La Comer

Mondays - 11 a.m. - Mahjongg - at Andale’s - 221-5730

Tuesdays & Wednesdays - 10:30 a.m. - IFC Home Tours 
leave Sea Monkey restaurant - www.ifctoursforvallarta.com 

Tuesdays - 9:30 a.m. - Free Malecon Sculpture Tours - 
meet at the Millennium sculpture next to Hotel Rosita

Thursdays - 6 p.m. - Free Malecon Sculpture Tours - 
meet at Galeria Pacifico - 174 Aldama 

10:30 a.m.-12 noon - Writers’ Group - 
at the Boutique Theatre, upstairs at Nacho Daddy’s

Saturdays



AEROTRON                  226-8440   
AIR CANADA   01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA           01 800 252-7522 
AMERICAN      01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL         See United
DELTA              01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER        01 800 432-1359
INTERJET         01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY   01 800 924-6184
UNITED             01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS    01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO  01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST    01 800 435 9792
WESTJET           01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS            01 551 102-8000
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Animal lovers! These are the 
Facebook pages of some PV 

non-profits that love them too.
animalistas de puerto vallarta

25,000+ friends
PV AnimalAc 1,800+ friends

PV’s Animal Shelter
pv mexico adopt foster and 

flight angels 1,400+ members
assists PV’s Animal Shelter

Friends of Puerto Vallarta Animals
8,300+ followers

assists PV’s Animal Shelter
PuRR Project 

1,300+ followers
www.purrproject.com

AngeliCat 
8,700+ followers
Paraíso Felino

1,400+ followers
Match Dog Com Puerto Vallarta

2,500+ followers
MexPup

7,500+ followers
www.mexpup.com

Colina Spay & Neuter Clinic
1,800+ followers
Peace Animals

6,600+ followers
www.peaceanimals.org

9 a.m. – English Services, also Bilingual Services on Sundays at 10:45 a.m. 
– at Calvary Chapel (non-denominational) by Hotel Las Palmas
9:30 a.m. – English Worship Service – First Baptist Church, 
next to Park Hidalgo
9:30 a.m. - Grace Vineyard Church Bilingual at Westin Resort & Spa 
in the PV Marina, 9:30 - English, 10 - Español.
10 a.m. - Traditional Christian communion service – at the Anglican 
Church Puerto Vallarta (formerly Christ Church by the sea)
10 a.m. – English Services w/communion, Anglican/Episcopal – 
at Christ Church by the Sea – Plaza Genovesa
10:30 a.m. – Christian Worship in Paradise – 
Bilingual music / worship at Act II
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Harriet Murray

Can be contacted at harriet@casasandvillas.com  
www.casasandvillas.com

Harriet Murray

We have accountability to the 
public and to our associates to 
practice our AMPI Ethics and 
Practices. Through our listing 
agreements, we need to share 
and promote to the entire realtor 
community, so all of us market 
everyone’s property to our clients. 

Local conditions of markets may 
be different, but ethics and social 
responsibility principles should be 
applicable to all markets.

We, as agents, need to demonstrate 
these qualities as professionals:

Integrity
Being honest and doing the right 

thing at all times.  Agents must 
possess a high degree of integrity, 
as the client has given them their 
trust, and a lot of money is involved.

Accountability
Taking responsibility for actions 

is another major factor when it 
comes to ethics and behavior. 
Accountability is being honest 
when things go wrong and 
working toward a resolution while 
remaining professional.

Teamwork
A vital aspect of the market is 

our working well with others.  Co-
agents may not like each other, but 
we need to set aside personal or 
even work-related differences to 
take care of the clients.

Commitment
Ethical and behavioral guidelines 

place a high amount of importance 
on dedication to the job we do. 
Professional behavior is displayed 
in our demonstrating knowledge of 
the job, identifying what the client 
needs, and working to achieve the 
best results.  

We need the help of our associates 
and the team of notary, accountant, 
attorney, property manager, all 
who make reaching the goal more 
possible.

Work to have and keep 
an open fair market:   

There are more losers than 
winners in a distorted market.
Free markets promote an 

exchange using systems to establish 
a value that is known to others, as 
opposed to a black market, where 
knowledge of value is not shared.

We have the responsibility to 
make our market transparent and 
¨free¨.  We do not create value nor 
impact the market in a positive way 
by approaching the exchange we 
are seeking with the attitude there 
will be a winner and a loser. 

Each exchange should be 

undertaken as a voluntary 
agreement between buyers and 
sellers represented by agents. 

In open trade, both parties benefit.  
If they both did not expect to gain, 
they will not agree to the exchange.

Buyer and seller commonly value 
the property differently, and these 
differences set the scene for an 
exchange. 

The terms of any agreement have 
two principles: how much each 
party values the property, and each 
party’s bargaining skills.

Our market is made possible by the 
use of money.  Terms of exchanges, 
or prices, are determined by the 
voluntary interactions of seller 
and buyer.  This market is “free” 
because choices, at each step, are 
made freely and voluntarily.

The free competitive market also 
rewards and stimulates innovation.  
Those who see a need for a new 
product can create what fits the life 
style of the different buyer coming 
into the market. 

This article is based upon legal 
opinions, current practices and 
my personal experiences in the 
Puerto Vallarta-Bahia de Banderas 
areas.  I recommend that each 
potential buyer or seller of Mexican 
real estate conduct his own due 
diligence and review.   
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Stan Gabruk (Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

www.facebook.com/pages/Master-Baiters-
Sportfishing-Tackle/88817121325  

Web page:  www.MasterBaiters.com.mx , 
Local Ph. at: (044) 322 779 7571 or our international 
number is: 011 52 322 209-1128, 10 to 9 local time.

The trade name Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing 
and Tackle is protected under trade mark law 
and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.

Stan Gabruk

With ever changing conditions, 
we’re smack in the middle of the 
yearly transition from warm water 
fish to smaller cold water species.  For 
those looking to hit the deep water 
locations of El Banco and Corbeteña, 
Billfish are still in the area, but for 
how long?  Late bite, a full moon, 
and Yellowfin Tuna, it’s a little 
confusing but we can steer you 
through it all. 

At this time of the year, 
“fishing” is living up to its 
reputation, which means you 
can have some bad days and 
great days, but some days will 
make you pull your hair out.  
One of our biggest challenges 
is dealing with the constantly 
changing conditions.  Last 
week, we had dirty water 
because of stirred up muck 
from the ocean floor in the 
bay.  Which is normal, but now 
we’ve moved into the “clear 
green” water phase at all the 
locations.  Green water like 
this is normally cold, at least 
a few degrees lower than blue 
water if in the area.  Corbeteña 
and El Banco are actually 
performing pretty well, all 
thing considered.  Yellowfin 
Tuna are still running 
anywhere from 40 to over 80 
lbs. at El Banco, with Sailfish 
and Striped Marlin to 2150 lbs. in the 
area.  Strangely enough, Blue Marlin 
have been in the Corbeteña Area.  But 
be warned, the fishing is spread out.  
You’ll be working your crews to near 
exhaustion changing baits and doing 
what they can to get you a strike.  
Dorado can be to 30 lbs. in both 
these areas.  With Flying fish and 

other baits, both Corbeteña and The 
Bank could produce bucket list fish if 
you’re lucky, mixed with a splash of 
skill.  But to be straight up, Corbeteña 
had some strange days where it was 
hard to turn a fish’s head.  Coming out 
of a full moon now, we could see the 
bite get in a more normal hour.  Oh, if 
targeting Yellowfin Tuna, the bite is at 
sunrise and before the sun goes down 
into the dark evening hours. 

El Moro to Punta Mita has Dorado 
to 30 lbs., maybe larger, Sailfish and 
Striped Marlin are about 15 miles 
off shore.  And then again off the 
back side of El Moro.  Be warned, 
the patrols are around the Marieta 
Islands again so they’re picking off 
people working the reef, like they 
should actually.  Jack Crevalle to 50 

lbs.  Snapper for those who want to 
bottom fish, Rooster fish tease out 
there, nothing substantial to tickle 
your pocketbook.  Bonito to 25 lbs., 
Needle fish, Pompano off the back 
side of the Marieta Island but again, 
it’s being watched.  For now, since 
the Striped Marlin are only in the 
area for a short while, I’d take a shot 
at a Stripper.  If nothing works, you 
can come in the bay or work another 

area. But for my fishing dollar, 
it’s worth the challenge. 

Inside the bay is getting that 
clean green water as well, the 
visibility is good in this water, 
may even help the eyes of fish.  
The bottom line is there have 
been Dorado or Mahi boated 
four miles off the shore. 
Bonito as bait, Sailfish near 
La Cruz Marina as always, 
Dorado too.  Anything is 
possible out there, my friends, 
but again fishing is more work 
at this time of the year.  Sierra 
Mackerel are great tasting 
but on the smaller side.  Jack 
Crevalle everywhere, of 
course, from 30 to 50 lbs., 
fun to catch, plenty around 
the bay.  All in all, the fishing 
is good in the bay and Capt. 
Cesar calls it “Jack City”.

The bite is still late, unless 
you’re targeting Yellowfin 
Tuna and then you better 
be there and fishing before 
sunrise as the daily window 

on Yellowfin Tuna.  Otherwise the 
bite is still after 09:00 in the morning.  
Water temperatures are hovering 
at 76oF, but this will change soon.  
With massive amounts of bait in and 
around the bay, it’s hard to suggest 
a color or type of lure, but Dorado 
mimic type lures and blue with silver 
would be a good place to start. 

Until next week, don´t forget to 
kiss Your Fish!

We’ve had some great success 
matching people up on our shared 
Super Panga program.  It’s still the 
best fishing deal in PV!  Looking 
for a fishing Deal?  If you’re here in 
Puerto Vallarta, we’ll “Hook U Up” 
with others looking for the same 
thing.  Eight hours in a super Panga, 
half the boat, each half a max of two 
people, $275. USD, again that’s per 
half the boat.  It’s the best deal in 
PV and they book quickly. Taking 
reservations now.  Also, if you’re 
looking for Tours, consider us your 
supplier, book a boat, tours and 
keep it simple.
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Can be found at CANMEX Computers. 
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs, Data 
Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware upgrades, 
Graphic Design, House-calls available. Cellular 044-
322-157-0688 or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com

Ronnie Bravo

We have barely even thrown all the 
wrapping paper away from millions 
of tech gadgets Santa left us under the 
tree, but yes, it’s time for the annual 
CES Show!  CES is the Consumer 
Electronic Show which is held this 
time every year in Las Vegas.  Slot 
machines and poker tables take a back 
seat when this show comes to town.  
As I write this article, CES 2019 has 
now just wrapped up.

Every year during CES, tech 
companies stuff the Las Vegas 
Convention Center to the rafters 
with concepts for future gadgets and 
public debut’s for new products.  The 
show has grown to more than 4500 
exhibiting companies covering a 
record 2.9 million square feet with 
their newest and hopefully best 
gadgets.  More than 55,000 attendees 
from across the globe come to Las 
Vegas to get the first “geek peek”.

It’s not all fantasy products at CES.  
Some of the previous “new” products 
that have been introduced at CES in 
other years, you may have heard of!  
The VCR, the camcorder, the CD 
player, HDTV, Xbox, plasma TV, Blu-
ray DVD and even TiVo!  So CES 
is not just about science fiction tech 
products, it can be a launching pad for 
the next big thing!

But to attendees 52 years ago at the 
first CES in 1967, this year’s product 
introductions would have seemed 
straight out of science fiction.  From 
wall-sized rollable TV screens, thinner 
than a slice of bread, Electric cars 
that can go from 0-60 in 5 seconds 
while driving themselves, robots that 
can stand guard in your home... All 
of these products are real, touchable 

in concept at least, and many will 
be available to consumers now or 
very soon. But CES is not just about 
futuristic concept tech products, it can 
be a launching pad for the next big 
thing!  Many booths represent years 
of long struggles to get to CES with 
thousands, if not millions of dollars 
poured into their displays, with loads 
of gadgets.  This year, CES 2019 ran 
from January 8th though the 11th, and 
just what were some of the standout 
products and highlights?

Well, many techies that went to 
CES this hear have commented that 
it looked more like an auto-show than 
a consumer electronics show.  This 
demonstrates how auto manufacturers 
are making more and more cars 
“smart cars”, and adding all kinds of 
integration with your cellphone, from 
the moment you step into the car.  I for 
one like to be “disconnected” in my 
drive time from point A to point B.

As in recent years, once again 
OLED screens continue to improve 
and dominate CES.  Manufacturers 
were pushing “4K” resolution TVs 
the past few years.  This year the buzz 
word is… wait for it… “8K”...sigh.  
We’re still waiting for decent content 
for 4K and now they want us to buy 

into 8K…!?!  This is all getting baked 
into foldable and rollable screens… 
definitely not on my “need to have 
list”. On the cellular front, “5G” was 
the buzz word this year.  Again, the 
speeds we get on cellular data on 
4G are more than enough for 99% 
of real world users.  But of course, 
they have to look like they are doing 
“something”, so “5G” cellular data 
seems to be on its way soon.

Smart home products again were 
a big theme, with Google and 
Amazon branding everywhere, to 
push their home kit integrations for 
everything from washing machines, 
to refrigerators, to lighting, to 
security.  Netatmo’s new Smart Video 
Doorbell is the first “Home Kit” 
doorbell and has no subscription fees 
for video storage, person detection 
or other features that its competitors 
commonly make you pay for.  But 
again, I am not comfortable having 
my home that “connected” and online.

The biggest CES surprise came 
from Apple this year (who generally 
don’t play at CES).  For the first time 
ever, Apple opened up its ecosystem to 
work with TV makers.  Some models 
of Samsung, Sony, LG and Vizio can 
now work with the Apple “AirPlay 

2” system, which uses iPhones, iPads 
or Mac computers to control video, 
music and photo playback on the TV 
from numerous apps.  Meanwhile 
some Samsung TVs will get exclusive 
access to the iTunes app on-screen, 
allowing even easier access to iTunes 
Movies and TV shows.

Samsung, meanwhile, dropped a 
bomb of its own towards the end of 
the CES.  Samsung “announced” the 
coming “announcement date” of its 
anticipated Galaxy S10 line of phones.  
They will be officially unveiled in San 
Francisco on Feb. 20, likely alongside a 
Samsung foldable phone, too.  Yup… as 
I mentioned the other week… folding 
phones are coming.  Sigh…

Of course, no CES is complete 
these days without a bunch of 
companies trying to convince us that 
we need “Artificial Reality” products.  
Headsets, goggles and glasses, that can 
recreate a virtual world, were at every 
turn.  But really?  How about just 
stepping outside and seeing reality!?!  
I still think this sector is still more 
fantasy than consumer mainstream.

That’s all my time for now.  If 
you’d like to download this article 
or previous ones, you can do so at 
www.RonnieBravo.com and click on 
“articles”.  See you again next week... 
until then, remember: only safe 
Internet!



Solution on Page 42

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each row, 
column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box). 

Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits 
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain 
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.

It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they might 
improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental decline 
and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.

Freddie Cheng | Will Shortz  |       New York Times

Solution on Page 42
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