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You are here, finally!
We wish you a warm

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never quite
got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at the maps
on this page, you will note that PV (as the locals call it) is on the west coast of
Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - one of the largest bays in
this country - which includes southern part of the state of Nayarit to the north
and the northern part of Jalisco to the south. Thanks to its privileged location
-sheltered by the Sierra Madre mountains- the Bay is well protected against
the hurricanes spawned in the Pacific. Hurricane Kenna did come close on
October 25, 2002, but actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200
kms north of PV. The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands,
thus the similarities in the climate of the two destinations.
AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION: 325,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average
of 300 sunny days per year. The temperature
averages 28°C (82°F) and the rainy season
extends from late June to early October.
FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great
variety of animal species such as iguana,
guacamaya, deer, raccoon, etc.
SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses
two Marine National Parks - Los Arcos and the
Marieta Islands - where diving is allowed under
certain circumstances but fishing of any kind is
prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit
of the humpback whales, dolphins and manta
rays in the winter. During the summer, sea turtles,
a protected species, arrive to its shores to lay
their eggs.
ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly
on tourism, construction and to a lesser degree,
on agriculture, mainly tropical fruit such as
mango, papaya, watermelon, pineapple,
guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.
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CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal
currency in Mexico although Canadian and
American dollars are widely accepted.
BUSES: A system of urban buses with
different routes. Current fare is $8.00 Pesos
per ticket and passengers must purchase
a new ticket every time they board another
bus. There are no “transfers”.
TAXIS: There are set rates within defined
zones of the town. Do not enter a taxi
without agreeing on the price with the driver
FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may
want to check the rates usually posted in the
lobby. Also, if you know which restaurant you
want to go, do not let the driver change your
mind. Many restaurateurs pay commissions
to taxi drivers and you may end up paying
more than you should, in a second-rate
establishment! There are 2 kinds of taxi
cabs: those at the airport and the maritime
port that can only be boarded there. They
have pre-fixed rates per passenger. City
cabs are yellow or white, and charge by the
ride, not by passenger. When you ask to go
downtown, remember that your fare covers
the ENTIRE central area, so make sure you
are brought to the main plaza! Pick up a free
map, and insist on your full value from the
driver! Note the number of your taxi in case
of any problem, or if you forget something
in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can
help you check it out or lodge a complaint.
Uber has also been available in PV for the
past year or so. Download their app in your
smartphone.
TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is
on Central Time, as is the area of the State of
Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the north to the
Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La
Cruz de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho,
Punta Mita, etc. North of Lo De Marcos,
Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on

Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.
TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the
cost of long distance calls from your hotel
room. Some establishments charge as much
as U.S. $7.00 per minute!
CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from
the U.S. and Canada may be programmed for
local use, through Telcel and IUSAcell, the local
carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322,
then the seven digit number of the person you’re
calling. Omit the prefix if dialling a land line.
LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 10%-15%
of the bill at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys,
taxis, waiters, maids, etc. depending on the
service. Some businesses and offices close from
2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later.
In restaurants, it is considered poor manners
to present the check before it is requested, so
when you’re ready to leave, ask «La cuenta, por
favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.
MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a
higher rate of exchange than the exchange
booths (caja de cambio), though not all offer
exchange services to foreigners. Better yet,
if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds
from your account back home. Try to avoid
exchanging money at your hotel. Traditionally,
those offer the worst rates.
WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel
is everything you ever dreamed of, you should
experience at least a little of all that Vallarta
has to offer - it is truly a condensed version of
all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos
and Ixtapa, were developed. Millions have
been spent to ensure that the original “small
town” flavor is maintained downtown, in the
Old Town and on the South Side.
DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a
Mexican vacation must inevitably lead to an
encounter with Moctezuma’s revenge is just
that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification
of purity for human consumption. It is one of
only two cities in Mexico that can boast of such
accomplishment. True, the quality of the water
tested at the purification plant varies greatly
from what comes out of the tap at the other end.
So do be careful. On the other hand, most large
hotels have their own purification equipment
and most restaurants use purified water. If you
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified
bottled water just about anywhere.
EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American
tourists often fall in love with one of the many
stray dogs and cats in Vallarta. Many would like to
bring it back with them, but believe that the laws
do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would
like to bring a cat or a dog back home, call the
local animal shelter for more info: 293-3690.
LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning
would be to take one of the City Tours offered by
the local tour agencies. Before boarding, make
sure you have a map and take note of the places
you want to return to. Then venture off the beaten
path. Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus
takes you. And don’t worry - this is a safe place.
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Welcome to our first online-only edition of the PV Mirror
City Paper for 2012. This is where you’ll find us, with a
new issue every week, until the end of October – if not
sooner.
Thank you all who have sent us emails and Facebook
messages just to let us know that you are -and will continuereading us online!
Please don’t stop. These messages help us contract new
advertisers who wish to have their establishments known
by anywhere from 40,000 to 60,000 individual readers (!)
who visit us each month.
We strive to inform, enlighten and entertain our readers.
Whether your interest is local, state, national or international
news, food, finance, fishing, health, or entertainment, the
Mirror is the one to go to.
Now that you are one of the thousands who visit our
web sites (www.pvmcitypaper.com) every week on the
Net, you will note that we can add as many pages as we
want without the burden of printing and distribution costs.
Consequently, we want to communicate with you more than
ever before, so... Tell us what’s on your mind. Think of it
as your chance to engage in an ongoing conversation about
what really matters to you. Although the Net is chock full
of information, it’s not always the information you want,
presented in the way you want it. To meet this challenge,
we need your help. Knowing what’s on your mind will
assist us in publishing a better Epaper every week.
Get involved, either by email or by joining us on Facebook
(P.V. Mirror) and have your say.
Also, if you’re in Puerto Vallarta as you read this, or if
you’re planning to visit us soon, please don’t forget to tell
our advertisers that you saw them in the PV Mirror (in print
or ONLINE).
We thank you once again for your support. Keep those
posts, emails, and “letters to the Editor” coming. Everyone
loves them!
We wish you a fabulous week.
Allyna Vineberg
Editor / Publisher
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be addressed through a binational
plan. Last month, he threatened to
permanently suspend the purchase of
corn from the United States, charging
that it is a “contradiction” that Mexico
buys 14 million tonnes of the product
from its northern neighbor when “corn
comes from Mexico.”
López Obrador has also proposed
reviewing
security
agreements
between the two countries in order
to have clear and transparent rules
governing the operation of United
States law enforcement agencies in
Mexico. With regard to the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), AMLO’s pick to be his
economy secretary has said that a
Together We Will Make History
coalition government would be
willing to accept a new deal if one is
reached before election day.
However, if that doesn’t happen,
Graciela Márquez said, it would be
preferable to complete the negotiations
after the new president is sworn in.
In addition to trade, López Obrador
has said he will seek to cooperate with
the United States on the environment,
culture and science through formal
mechanisms. If AMLO becomes
Mexico’s next president, as polls
suggest is likely, Trump can also
expect prompt responses to any tweets
he fires in Mexico’s direction.
The leftist veteran of Mexican
politics said yesterday that as a matter
of priority he will personally respond

(See location number on Central Map)

Obrador is seen by some analysts as
the most anti-American contender
and most likely to antagonize the U.S.
president. However, in an opinion
piece published in The Washington
Post last May, the Morena party
leader wrote that “we intend to form
a government that shows respect
for our neighbor to the north while
never yielding in our determination to
defend Mexican sovereignty.”
“. . . We will seek to persuade Trump
that his foreign policy is flawed and
counterproductive. With this in mind,
we call for a harmonious relationship
between our two countries, one based
on cooperation for development.
When we work together, everyone
wins,” he continued.
More recently, the third-time
aspirant, widely known as AMLO, has
continued to criticize the construction
of Trump’s border wall, arguing instead
that migration and violence should
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The July 1 presidential election
will take place amid tense relations
between Mexico and the United
States, whose longtime friendship has
cooled due to U.S. President Donald
Trump’s ongoing jabs and criticisms.
With that in mind, here is a look at
what the four presidential candidates
have said about the bilateral
relationship given that on December
1, one of them will be sworn in as
Mexico’s new president.
With proposals ranging from sitting
down for a shot of tequila with the
most powerful man in the free world
to building a “technological wall” on
the border, following are the views of
the presidential hopefuls presented in
the order in which they are currently
polling. While all the candidates have
pledged to stand up for Mexico in the
face of Trump’s hardline rhetoric and
denounced his border-wall proposal,
front-runner Andrés Manuel López

to any online aggression from the
U.S. president. Second-place Ricardo
Anaya, the candidate for the rightleft coalition For Mexico in Front,
has been scathing in his criticism of
the border wall proposal, describing
it in a video posted to social media in
February as “useless and offensive.”
Speaking in English, the former
National Action Party (PAN) president
also urged the U.S. president to not
use migrants who arrived in the
United States as children — so-called
dreamers — as a “haggling point” for
internal political negotiations aimed at
securing funding for the wall.
“All of our migrants deserve
respect and their children also deserve
protection,” he said.
Anaya, the youngest candidate in
the field, has also called on Trump
to stop the flow of weapons across
the border from the United States,
charging that they are used in 80% of
violent incidents in Mexico.
He was also highly critical of
Trump’s decision last month to ask
the governors of U.S. border states to
send National Guard units to bolster
security on the border.
According to Bloomberg’s latest
poll tracker, Anaya has 27.7% voter
support, almost 20 points behind
López Obrador’s 46.1%.
The candidate for the coalition led by
the ruling Institutional Revolutionary
Party (PRI), José Antonio Meade, has
consistently languished in third place
in opinion surveys and in Bloomberg’s
May 15 poll collation, he had 19.2%
support.
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The Yale-educated former cabinet
secretary is also opposed to Trump’s
wall plan, charging that it is an
offense to the dignity of both nations,
but nevertheless floated an idea for a
different kind of border barrier during
a visit to Tijuana last week.
If he becomes president, Meade
said, he would build a “technological
wall” to stop the flow of weapons and
money to Mexico’s drug cartels.
“Mexico will build its own wall,
a technological wall, a wall of
innovation, a wall that gives certainty
to Mexicans . . . a border that will be
impassable for weapons and money,”
he said.
On NAFTA, Meade is backing his
PRI colleagues who are continuing
to negotiate a new agreement and has
described the trilateral agreement as
beneficial for all three countries.
The Mexico-U.S. relationship
should be conducted within a
framework of respect and equality and
without threats, the candidate has said.

Meade also criticized the decision
to militarize the border as “absurd
and unjust” and proposes “deepening
the cooperation on security with the
United States to establish intelligent
mechanisms based on the exchange
of information and the risk analysis of
people and vehicles.”
In contrast to the three candidates
backed by coalitions that include
Mexico’s largest parties, independent
Jaime Rodríguez Calderón has
suggested he would take a very
different diplomatic approach in
dealing with Trump and one that
combines elements of both North
American cultures: tequila and
hamburgers.
Rodríguez,
who
infamously
proposed in the first presidential
debate that thieves should have their
hands cut off, has less than 3% support
in Bloomberg’s poll tracker.
(Sources: mexicodailynews.com, Milenio)
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From New York to London, dining events in which participating
restaurants offer a special, fixed price menu during a week or two
[or more...], have become strong magnets for people wishing to visit
such cities. Known in most places as Restaurant Week, these types of
events encourage visitors and locals to experience restaurants’ exquisite
offerings at reduced prices.
In 2005, Vallarta Lifestyles Publishing Group established Restaurant
Week as an annual festival that takes place every year, from May 15 –
May 31. This year’s edition has been extended to June 10, featuring
nearly 60 of Puerto Vallarta and Riviera Nayarit’s most coveted
restaurants. Participating establishments offer innovative 3-course
menus, with three options available for each course, at $269, $399 or
$466 Pesos per person, tips and beverages not included.
Since the prices are often discounted by up to 50%, dining out during
Restaurant Week is not only more fun, but also much more affordable.
Restaurant Week is eagerly anticipated by locals and gourmet foodies
from around the world, who plan an annual vacation in Puerto Vallarta
specifically for this delicious festival.
For a full list of the restaurants participating in this year’s edition
and their menus, plus more interesting information, please visit
www.restaurantweekpv.com, email info@vlmg.mx or call Vallarta
Lifestyles Publishing Group at 221-0106.
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10 hurricanes predicted for the eastern Pacific, seven for the Atlantic
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The National Water Commission (Conagua)
is predicting 32 tropical cyclones will affect
Mexico this hurricane season, four more than
the average recorded in recent years.
Conagua director Roberto Ramírez de
la Parra told attendants at a national civil
protection meeting in Acapulco yesterday that
18 of the cyclones are forecast for the eastern
Pacific Ocean and 14 for the Atlantic.
Of the Pacific weather events, eight are
expected to be tropical storms, four are
predicted to be Category 1 or 2 hurricanes and six are forecast to be
hurricanes reaching an intensity of Category 3 or above.
In the Atlantic, seven tropical storms, four Category 1 or 2 hurricanes
and three Category 3 or higher hurricanes are predicted.
Between four and six of the tropical cyclones are expected to have a
direct impact on the Mexican coast, Ramírez said.
He added that the first tropical storm of the Atlantic hurricane season,
which doesn’t officially start until June 1, formed yesterday.
Subtropical Storm Alberto was 105 kilometers north-northwest of
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the western tip of Cuba at 1 p.m. CDT today
and has moved away from the Yucatán coast in
the last few hours.
The United States National Hurricane Center
expects the storm to move over the eastern
Gulf of Mexico late today or tomorrow before
approaching the northern Gulf Coast of the
United States late Monday.
On the Pacific side, the hurricane season
officially began May 15.
More stormy weather may be in store for
next year, depending on El Niño. The Conagua chief said there was
a 55% chance that the weather phenomenon will return in the fall of
2018 and a 67% probability for the spring of 2019.
The latter eventuality, Ramírez said, could lead to a higher number
of tropical cyclones and heavier rainfall next year.
He also said the Valley of Mexico, in which the metropolitan area
of Mexico City is located, has received 30% more rain than average
during April and May.
(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, El Universal, CBS News)

7

Solo: a Star Wars Story & Relative Truth

MOVIES: Solo’s a prequel to the
biggest franchise in movie history.
Tough to sit down and write a script
with that hanging over one’s head.
But the writers pull it off, mainly
because, for most of the story,
they stay away from the politics
revolving around a galaxy far, far
away and remembered Hans Solo
was a bit of a lovable scoundrel.
After the first ten minutes I was
hit with the thought, this is a spin
off of Oliver Twist – except instead
of Fagan, the leader of a gang of
misfortunate thieving children is
a female who looks like a giant
version of the caterpillar in Alice
Through the Looking Glass sans
Hookah pipe.
The film performs multiple tasks
necessary when creating a prequel.
One: Make sure you haven’t
forgotten where you are headed
– meaning dovetailing your story
towards what is already written
and now cast in stone. Second:
Delivering a plot that makes sense
with the characters already defined
in most viewers’ minds.
This flick does both. It received
a 70% approval from top critics
and 60% from the paying audience
– and critics are almost universally
more critical than the public.

This does not surprise me. Star
War fans are incredibly critical to
anything involving this series of
flicks. If you watch The Big Bang
Theory on TV you know exactly
what I am referring to.
I enjoyed most of Solo.
I
particularly liked the train heist –
very creative.
& MADNESS: Last week I
ended this column with the words:
“Patience, folks, the truth will out.”
Rudy Giuliani commented this
week, “The truth is relative.”
Huh? Relative to what? Maybe
as antonym and synonym.
Definition of Truth: in accordance
with fact. :
Definition of Fact: a true piece of
information.
Which leads us to: Definition of
Lie: a false statement made with
deliberate intent to deceive.
Example: I state I am seventyseven-years-old. That is not only the
truth but a fact and easily to verify
– I have my birth certificate. How is
anything else relative?
Mueller’s job is to search for
the truth by uncovering facts – not
suppositions, not maybes. The truth
never changes.
POTUS has now made accusations

The Donald repeated every day his
charges against the DOJ, the FBI
and Mueller, claiming all were in
collusion and conspiring against
him.
As usual, POTUS came up with
a catchy name for all this – a la
“Little Rubio” and “Lying Ted”
- by calling this affair “Spygate”
and stating the affair was not only
worse than Watergate, but the worst
in American history. I guess he has
never heard of Ethel and Julius
Rosenberg and their giving our
atomic secrets to the Russians.
The Spygate accusation leads me
to former FBI Chief James Comey.
Trump should have had this guy
over for cocktails and pot roast
every Sunday since the election. I
can think of no single person who
might have done more to hurt the
Democrats’ campaign than Comey’s
reopening the Clinton email
investigation eleven days before
election day.
Comey’s reward? He gets canned.
If he hadn’t have gotten canned
there’s a good chance there would
not be a Mueller investigation
grinding away.
Only time will tell if Mueller’s
investigation is chasing phantoms.

Joe Harrington
Is an internationally published author and documentary film director. He can be reached
with suggestions or criticisms at JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com. Artwork by Bob Crabb.
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Joe Harrington

offering no proof and no facts
that the FBI planted a spy in his
campaign.
Definition of Spy: a person
employed by a government to obtain
information or intelligence about
another, usually hostile, country,
especially with reference to military
or naval affairs.
Time to refer to a movie. The flick
Donnie Brasco involved an FBI
agent going undercover to infiltrate
a New York Mafia family. He was
an undercover agent, not a spy.
Hypothetical. Assume the FBI did
indeed send an agent into the Trump
campaign because it heard rumors
that the Russians were meddling.
That agent would be a spy working
for a government – ours – against the
Russians. Now assume that agent,
while searching for info on Russia,
discovers there’s been hanky panky
involving criminal behavior by folks
in the Trump campaign. He now
wears two hats: spy and undercover
agent and is in no way in violation
of the law.
There is nothing improper or
illegal about any of this and the FBI
does it all the time.
The president is now accusing
the Democrats of exactly what the
Mueller investigation is looking
into involving Trump’s campaign.
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The hummingbirds have returned. I
love hearing their little clicking sounds
as they approach my feeder, providing
some of the few “natural” sounds left
around where I live. We used to have
birds and little frogs, roosters and
donkeys, fireflies galore …and cicadas.
But that was then and this is now and it’s
nowhere near as nice.
June 5th is World Environment Day,
whose UN theme this year is “Beat Plastic
Pollution”. I tip my hat to our wonderful
Botanical Garden that is now using bamboo
straws, and to all the restaurants and bars that
have stopped using plastic straws, and to all
the good people who are now bringing their
shopping bags instead of using the plastic
ones. See what you do so as not to be part of
the problem, but rather part of the solution to
the cure of our little blue planet:
“Don’t print anything unless your really
need to, use both sides of the sheet; find
new ways of wrapping presents or recycle
wrappings; use public transportation, bicycles
or your feet; turn off the faucets when soaping
up, brushing your teeth or shaving to save
on water; before discarding anything, think
whether it can be reused or recycled; find local
recyclers and bring your stuff to them; choose
to receive your statements by email instead
of printed; consume local products; plant
your own veggie garden; use organic waste
for your compost; join ecological groups in
your neighborhood; plant a tree and care for
it even if you won’t live long enough to enjoy
its shade; make a difference, reduce, reuse,
recycle, set an example for your friends and
family; use reusable/recyclable bags when
shopping; only buy what you really need; buy
from ecologically-friendly producers.”
It always makes me smile to see the folks
at the corner of Basilio Badillo and Aguacate
flattening the aluminum cans that folks bring
to them. They just drive their truck over them,

over and over, ‘till they’re all flattened out to
create a multicolored carpet on the street –
which is then scooped up and put into a truck
full of bags to be driven out for recycling.
Did you see those handbags made out of
the little gizmos to open aluminum cans? The
vendors sell them all over the Malecon and
the beaches, they’re really cute.
I now have time, time to finally get back to
our beautiful Botanical Garden. Our friend
Gary Beck once wrote in response to a group
member who had been overcharged by a
taxi driver taking him out to the Garden: “I
actually love taking the bus to the Botanical
Gardens or on to El Tuito. Whenever I have
guests who have not ventured much, we take
an orange and white bus from Constitución
and Basilio Badillo to Mismaloya or Boca
de Tomatlán. The coastal drive is beautiful
[sit on the right when heading south, left when
returning north]. The homes all along the way,
especially the Conchas Chinas villas on the
rocky ledges... Flowers, trees, birds, boats,
waves, mountains, blue sky, who needs more?
Taking a taxi is just not for me, that’s all. I
enjoy the scenery.” I completely agree. Besides,
you’re sitting higher up in a bus, so you can see
more – without fear of falling into a pothole!
To which Rick Hepting (www.vallartascene.
com) added: “The bus is my choice, also, but
I would take the Tuito bus from Carranza and
Aguacate instead of the white and orange Boca
or Mismaloya bus. This one takes you directly
to the Botanical Gardens gate and picks you up
across the highway for the return trip. They
run about every 30 minutes.”
If you’re here in Puerto Vallarta as you’re
reading this, get out there, folks! Help our
nice townspeople make it through the next few
months. And don’t forget those restaurants that
are NOT participating in Restaurant Week(s),
some even offer discounts to locals, and their
food is so good! Expect some extra TLC too.
They’ll be really happy to see you.
It’s been hot, hot, hot, but we finally got
our first rain of the season! About a month
earlier than the traditional 24th of June, but our
mountains are starting to breathe!
Until next time, do remember your sun block.
You can still get burned even if it’s a little overcast.
May your Mirror always reflect a happy,
healthy you. Hasta luego. sheis@ymail.com
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Breaking news! Us Two to be 2018 / 2019 season headliners at Act II Entertainment.
The group most famous for taking classics and bringing them to life have quickly become the #1 band in Puerto Vallarta.
Us Two will now be the new Resident Artists at ACT II next season.
What people are saying about
“Us Two”:
All are 5 out of 5 Stars reviews
from TripAdvisor

Featuring DANIEL CELIS
and NOEMI PLASCENCIA...
and their LIVE BAND!
Remastered arrangements
of classic favorites.
(Shows sell out - get your tickets now!)
Every Wednesday - 7:30

UsTwo continues to perform
Mondays and Wednesdays, with
the show that made them famous in
Puerto Vallarta. Music from Billy
Joel, Journey, Air Supply, The
Mamas and the Papas, The Beatles,
Abba and much, much more…
Puerto Vallarta’s newest musical
sensation, UsTwo. Puerto Vallarta
has fallen in love with this dynamic
and talented duo with their sexy
styling, harmonious vocals and
lively band. As soon as they
open their mouths, you will be
mesmerized. They sing remastered
and unique arrangements of classic
favorites, and people are raving
about the absolute beauty of their
sound. Not to mention they are
gorgeous ...and funny!

“Just returned home from
spending two hours watching
Daniel, Naomi and their excellent
band.
They are all superb
professional musicians.
The
quality of their music and their
entertainment and rapport with
the audience were excellent. Six
excellent musicians playing for two
hours at a cost of $350 pesos has
got to be the best value for money.
Many thanks to of them!” - John
W, Puerto Vallarta, Mexico
“UsTwo” Daniel and NoemiWOW! Ok, so you are thinking
about a little entertainment to add
to your great trip to Puerto Vallarta.
You hear that an organization
called Act II Stages has lots of
live entertainment available. If
you want to get energized, laugh,
cry, and feel music go deep into
your nostalgic memories, then go
see “UsTwo” Daniel and Noemi.
The two have an incredible blend
of harmony and add the other
fantastic musicians in this group
and the result is awesome. This
is one experience that you won’t
forget. This will be the frosting on
the cake for your beautiful Puerto
Vallarta vacation.” - Harvm
“The Two of Us Loved ‘Us Two’.
Daniel and Noemi ‘Us Two’ are
very entertaining - great voices
and instrumentals. And The Band
is great! What a great sound really
nailing all the classics (‘with an
accent’ as they like to point out,
haha). Great job - loved it!” Mexpro Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

“Daniel and Noemi and the
“US Two” band performed to
perfection. Song and dance, rock
and roll, fun and games, humor
and chat bundled into a Vegas style
show worthy of many views. Loved
the spirt and high energy. Can’t
wait to go back.” - Wayne H.
“Amazing performance, if you
want a fun time, this is definitely
worthwhile. Lots of classics,
great performance.” - SusanW,
Calgary, 2/6/18
“I was with friends and we
thought a show would be nice to
see while in PV. We liked the idea
of music from the 70’s, 80’s, and
90’s so we selected to see Us Two,
Daniel & Naomi. We expected to
get a certain level of entertainment
but what we got completely
caught us off guard and we were
blown away. This is one fantastic
entertaining group. Not only are
the two main stars, Daniel &

Naomi, great entertainment, but the
rest of the musicians demonstrated
an absolute high quality level of
talent. Song selections was the
best. Sound quality and balance
was one of the best I’ve heard in
years. If you are looking for some
“entertainment “ then this show
is one to see. We were smiling,
laughing, feeling nostalgic, and
totally uplifted throughout the
entire show.” - Harvm
“Who needs to go to Las Vegas
when one can see a show of this
quality right in the heart of “Old
Town” Puerto Vallarta! This show
is “must do” for everyone visiting
this beautiful city; the show will
leave you amazed and feeling up.”
- Vistarichard
“Us Two is one of the standout
shows of the season. Daniel and
Noemi are talented singers and
their chemistry onstage is very
entertaining. The packed audience
on Monday evening was clearly
enjoying every song and stood up at
the end of the show with shouts for
“one more”! Sadly there was not
time as another show was following
theirs. I highly recommend this
show to everyone.” - Ed G, Puerto
Vallarta 2/9/18
(Please see Act II pages in this issue for
additional info, address, phone, etc.)

THE 7 ARTS

A Tribute to Selena;
PLUS the return of Bob’s Karaoke Party
and last chance to see NUNSENSE, A-MEN!
Act II insists on keeping you on
your toes this week with yet another
new show opening.
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Act II Entertainment Stages is proud
to present an all-new tribute to the music
of Selena, opening Friday, June 1, starring
Latina celebrity singer Yudi Villamonte,
mother of Act II’s breakout star Diana
Villamonte. Directed by Act II co-Artistic
Director Alfonso Lopez, “Dreaming of You”
opens June 1 and run Fridays at 8 p.m. for
THREE SHOWS ONLY: June 1, 8, and 15.
Selena Quintanilla - Pérez smashed
musical boundaries and chart-topping
records with her explosion onto the scene
in the early 90’s. Her beautiful voice
and natural stage charisma earned the
Texas-born Mexican-American beauty
the nickname “Queen of Tejano music,”
bringing national attention to a previously
obscure musical genre.
Sadly, Selena’s sudden tragic death left
the world wondering what could have been
with this powerhouse of a musical force,
and left a void few could fill, until now.
Yudi Villamonte was brought to fame in
her home country of Panama, where she is
known as the matriarch and the first lady of
Villamonte musical dynasty. Well known
in the paparazzi circuit, all the Villamonte
women have been known to be chased down
the street coming out of clubs and venues.
The Panamanian paparazzi regularly go
crazy trying to get a picture of the “First
Musical Family” of Panama.
Yudi is thrilled to have this opportunity to
produce this tribute to one of her greatest
musical inspirations.
Don’t miss this thrilling night of Vallarta
history in the making. Tickets are available at
act2pv.com, and are expected to go quickly, so
book now!

Starting Wednesday June 6, join
us for a fun, informal night of
karaoke and happy hour drinks.
We’re kicking off karaoke season
with a celebration of the 5th
anniversary of our signing the lease
on our space. Save the date, and
keep an eye on our Facebook page
for updates!
Happy Hour Drink Specials are
offered from 6 to 8 p.m., and Free
Karaoke begins at 8 p.m.! Our
beautiful Encore Lounge is a fullystocked, air-conditioned bar, and
we feature the BEST KARAOKE
in town! It’s the place where all of
your favorite singers/actors from
your favorite shows come to sing
with the locals. It doesn’t matter if
you are alone… or afraid to get up
on the stage… or you’re not a good
singer…. just come and listen to other
people sing, and make new friends.
Bob’s Karaoke is THE PLACE to
meet and greet new people!
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Is a spin-off of the 2nd longestrunning Off-Broadway smash
hit, Nunsense! But here in Puerto
Vallarta, all of the characters are
MALE musical comedy performers!
You can think of it as “Mrs.
Doubtfire Enters the Convent.”
Act II’s hilarious version of
Nunsense A-Men! has been playing
to sold-out audiences, and features
uproarious horseplay and sidesplitting jokes! Some of its finest
actors, Bert Ramirez, Shawn
Morgan, José Jasso, Roberto
Gomez, and Al Carswell, are
featured in this incredible show!
Directed by Alfonso López
and choreographed by Steven
Retchless, Nunsense A-Men! is
the kind of show that picks you
up and shakes you around and
makes you want to dance. What
more could you want from a
musical than passion and laughter
and fun? This is a show not
to be missed at Act II Stages!
Tickets are available NOW, so
do your soul a favor and get your
tickets today! So, get your ticket
now! It will most likely sell out!
“We went to the opening of
“NUNSENSE” tonight! What a great
show! It was funny, entertaining and
completed our night! Thanks Act II
for another winning musical!!” –
Rovere Victoria

“Nunsense is fun, fun, fun!
You’ll be tapping your toes to the
music and laughing at the jokes
and antics. Another directing job
well done Alfonso López! Casting
was great as well.” - Ed Gil
“…a magnificent performance!
This show kept you laughing &
totally entertained from beginning
to end! RUN don’t walk to see this”
- Tricia Lyman
“Nunsense A-men... best play of
the season. Go in the next week
while you can.” - Cheryl Wheeler
“Wow Wow Wow! Hilarious
fun!” - Francine Peters
“…one of the funniest musicals
I have seen in a long time… there
wasn’t a dull moment to be had! The
wild clapping and foot stomping
at the end was well-deserved.” Marsha Ward
“…one nonstop song and dance
entity…. a great experience in
escapism and surprising humor.
The stars are exactly on target and
talented. These men are having a
blast and the vibes fly throughout
the hall. Forget your worries and
troubles. This show will make
anyone laugh loudly and applaud
soundly.” – Gary Beck
You can trust “The Little Sisters
of Hoboken” on this one: Don’t
miss this show before it’s GONE.
Get tickets at act2pv.com now!

Diana Villamonte, presents
“Motown and Beyond,” THE
#1 SHOW IN PUERTO
VALLARTA, now at 8 p.m.
on Thursdays, starting June 7!

Friday, June 1
OPENING NIGHT “Dreaming of You,” starring
Yudi Villamonte - 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 2
CLOSING NIGHT!
“Nunsense, A-Men!”
Our version of the Off-Broadway
hit musical with an all-male
cast of nuns! – 7 p.m.
Wednesday, June 6
Us Two - 7:30 p.m.
Kickoff Party! Bob’s Karaoke Happy Hour 6-8 p.m.,
Karaoke - 8 p.m.
Thursday, June 7
“Motown & Beyond,” featuring
Diana Villamonte – 8 p.m.
Friday, June 8
“Dreaming of You,”
A Tribute to Selena,
starring Yudi Villamonte – 8 p.m.

Us Two, headliners at Act
II and winners of “The Best
Musical Group of the Season,”
present their remastered classics
(along with their live band) on
Wednesdays at 7:30!
(See separate page in this issue.)

A big thank you to so many of
you who have written TripAdvisor
reviews on our shows! We
couldn’t have done this without
you! Also, it’s not too late to
write a review of YOUR favorite
shows, too! Just go to
www.tripadvisor.com

The Act II Entertainment
Stages complex is located
upstairs at 330 Insurgentes
330 (corner of Basilio
Badillo), in the Romantic
Zone on the south side of
town. Phone: 222-1512.
Tickets can be purchased at
www.act2pv.com or at our
box office which opens daily
at 10 a.m. There is a second
box office across the street
from Garbo’s on Pulpito
Street in the Romantic Zone.
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‘Political Dirty Trick’
(See location number on Central Map)

by James R. Callan on sale now

(See location number on Central Map)
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(See location number on Central Map)

1

5

James R. Callan, a part-time
resident of Puerto Vallarta and
long-time member of the PV
Writer’s Group, has just released
his twelfth book, Political Dirty
Trick. Packed with suspense,
politics and murder, this riveting
thriller will have readers on the
edge of their seats.
After a successful career in
mathematics
and
computer
science, receiving grants from the
National Science Foundation and
NASA, and being listed in Who’s
Who in Computer Science and Two
Thousand Notable Americans,
Mr. Callan turned to his first love
- writing. He has had four non-fiction books published. He now
concentrates on his favorite genre, mystery/suspense, and Political
Dirty Trick is his eighth published work of fiction.
In addition to writing, Callan also speaks at writing conferences and
teaches writing workshops in Texas and Mexico. While speaking at
the Silver Leos Writers’ Conference, held last week at Texas A&M
University-Commerce, Callan gave attendees an overview:
“My newest novel is not funny. It’s Political Dirty Trick, the third
in the Crystal Moore suspense series. Crystal’s good friend Ron
Drake is running for the office of governor of Texas. Some believe
a political dirty trick might derail Drake’s fast moving campaign.
But something goes terribly wrong with the trick and a man is killed.
And things go downhill from there.
Crystal is determined to find out who is providing fake news to
the media. As she finds clues, she becomes a target. Soon, it’s not a
question of whether Drake will win or lose, but whether Crystal will
be alive to see the outcome.”
“Powerful in its characterization, plot, and narrative interactions,
“Political Dirty Trick” is the item of choice for thriller readers who
like their stories steeped in realistic scenarios and possibilities.” The Midwest Book Review Senior Reviewer Diane Donovan
Political Dirty Trick is available in paperback and Kindle editions
at Amazon.com
James and his wife, Earlene, split their time between homes in
northeast Texas and Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. To learn more about
the author and his works, visit his website at www.jamesrcallan.
com, his blog, or author’s page on Amazon.com
(Source: Margarita Bonita - BanderasNews.com)
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These are the menus of our advertisers
that are participating in the event.
For a full list of all 59 restaurants and
their menus, please visit
www.restaurantweekpv.com
Then get out there ...and enjoy!
N.B.: Tips & beverages
are not included in the prices.
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Krystal Frost

You can feel the energy rising in
our local farming community as we
all get the ground ready, compile
our seeds and general start-up; the
worker bees getting the crops in to
take advantage of the first rain…
and our chicks hatched out for new
egg producing stock… and organic
chicken meat.
Many people assume that organic
certification implies sustainability
and accountability. The reality is
that while the certification process
does regulate some use of many
synthetic chemicals, hormones and
genetically modified organisms, it
does little to address environmental

sustainability. Organic certification
was taken over by the US federal
government, with the explanation
that traditional organic growers
and independent certifiers were not
capable of handling certification.
This took place about the
time when huge industrial food
companies wanted in on the
action once the trend of organic
food growing was recognized. Of
course, these big companies have
the lobbying power to do what
benefits the profit arena, while
appearing to be subject to less
regulation and enforcement than
small producers.
Ask Joel Salatin -one of the
industry leaders in sustainable
agriculture- what he thinks of
organic certification and he’ll tell you
“organic is a non-comprehensive
term – it does not define many
variables… Cornucopia project
and other watchdog groups have
had to routinely sue the USDA to
get enforcement of the National
Organic Standards. I don’t trust the
government as far as I can throw a
bull by the tail – and that’s not very
far. This type of distrust is typical
of industry experts. In her book
What to Eat, Marion Nestle writes,
“As for attempts to weaken the
rules, think ‘relentless.’ Political
appointees at the USDA are always
looking for loopholes that might
favor conventional growers.”
Organic certification also falls
far short of addressing handling
of livestock. You can now pick
up an organic chicken at Walmart
(U.S.) that never saw the light
of day for only 10% more than
conventionally-produced chicken.

Source: www.opensecrets.org

Since we raised, slaughtered and
processed our own chickens, I can
say there is simply no way you can
do right by a chicken and be able to
turn around and sell it for that price.
According to the USDA organic
certification process, as long as the
animals are fed certified organic
feed (which the USDA certified as
organic), you can continue to raise
them in feedlot conditions and slap
a “certified organic” label on them
at the grocery store.
The problem with chickens is
they must have tons of fresh air and
running around because if they are
left in crowded cages, they breathe
in the toxic fumes of their own
feces. I am sure the chicken flu
breakout in Mexico certainly would
be controlled if overcrowding
conditions were considered. Also,
it takes 4-5 months to raise a natural
fryer… these guys are raising
organic chickens (?) in 8 weeks…
Go figure…
Additional labeling terms –
such as Natural, Cage Free, Free
Range, Certified Humane (raised
and handled), Vegetarian Diet, Fair
Trade, and Locally Grown – have
no direct relevance to whether a
product is GMO-free (genetically
modified vegetables can and do get
used in animal feed sometimes…
particularly corn fed to pigs, cows
and chickens).
Consider
this:
Organic
certification is big business these
days. In fact, 46% of all organic
foods sold in the US were bought
through mass-market channels.
This industry’s days may however

be numbered as small scale farming
and the demand for local foods
continue to grow (YES!) Five years
ago, the number one “hot trend”
was already “locally-produced
food and locally-inspired dishes,”
followed by “sustainability” at
number two. For produce, the
number one produce trend was
locally-grown produce. In Culinary
Themes, “locavore” was number
one, with “sustainability” number
two. Numbers like these give hope
to sustainable small farmers like
ourselves.
So, bottom line: buy close to
home, know your growers and stay
clear of the mega chain food store
variety of organics.
You would rather your bucks
stays in town anyway, right?
References:
http://gmo-awareness.
c o m / 2 0 11 / 0 5 / 0 5 / i s - o r g a n i c always-gmo-free/
http://www.stonyfield.com/
blog/2011/01/29/the-organiccommunity-must-come-outswinging-at-the-right-opponents/
http://livingmaxwell.com/
cornucopia-corruption-chargesusda-national-organic-program
http://www.cornucopia.org/
usda-proposed-organic-pasturelivestock-rule/

Krystal Frost
For questions and comments Cell: 322 116-9645,
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com
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When is Enough Enough?
Giselle Bellanger

I have written separate articles
on addiction, codependency, and
relationships and received many
responses and questions asking
more about the addict-codependent
relationship. The amazing thing that
I’ve noticed about this dysfunctional
destructive cycle is that the addicts
are very aware of their role in
this type of relationship and the
codependents are very unaware.
They don’t realize why or how
things happen in their relationship
despite their best efforts. They
(codependents)
don’t
realize
how their actions, responses, and
expectations provoke and maintain
the vicious cycle. Their role and
the damage they cause is disguised
and overshadowed by the addicts’
blatant and inappropriate behavior.
Yes, despite the codependent’s best,
most sincere efforts, she is causing
damage to herself, to the addict
by enabling and rescuing, and to
her children by allowing this to
continue, often ignoring their pleas
to do something about it. (Note: I’m
going to refer to the addict as male
and the codependent as female)
Why?
If you are in a codependent
relationship with an addict, you
probably find yourself asking why
things don’t improve, why you are
always frustrated, or even miserable.
You probably also wonder why you
continue to tolerate it. The answer
is simple and complex. As the
addiction progresses so does your
codependency. You have both had
many years to develop your way
of being and interacting. You’ve
had years to develop tolerance;
you to your addict and him to his
addiction. You’ve figured out many
ways to adapt in order to maintain
equilibrium of the couple and of
the family. Your children have also

RN, LCSW

adapted and developed a certain
degree of tolerance. It has become
familiar and not every day is a bad
day, you aren’t always miserable.
The good days in-between re-instill
hope and encourage you to keep
trying, to believe that things and
people can change. Eventually things
either improve or they become much
worse. If they are worse, then you
are faced with the decision to end the
relationship. Consider the following
characteristics of an addict.
They are champion manipulators
They know what they are doing.
However, it is important to note
that these “skills” evolved over time
as a response to their progressing
addiction. They plan and strategize,
and have practiced and mastered
their manipulation skills. They
have learned to lie with a straight
face, without blinking, without
remorse. They make so many
promises they cannot or have no
intention of keeping, that they no
longer give them a second thought.
They are full of excuses. Even if
they feel guilty, it is easily justified
and minimized. It usually takes an
accumulation of circumstances or
something that causes extreme guilt
to provoke change. Desperate times
require desperate measures!
Empty promises
They are always promising
something: I will “try harder next
time” or “not do it anymore” or
“this is the last time.” Doesn’t that
sound familiar? You have all heard,
how they will try harder to quit their
drug use or not have sex with other
women anymore or not spend all of
the rent money, or it may be the “last
time” they will ask you for a favor
or to lend them money or to give
them a ride or a place to stay. They
may promise to “pay you back,” or
“never ask you again.”

Lies and more lies
They have to find a way to convince
you of their lies in order to protect
their truth, so they desperately insist
“this time I am telling you the truth”
or say “I swear to God” or “come
on, do you really think I would lie
again after what happened the last
time?” They lie about where they
were, who they were with, what they
were doing, and how much money
they spent. The most incredible and
ridiculous part is how they respond
to your questions and accusations
like you are the one with the problem,
the one who is crazy to think such
things about them, the one who
needs to do a reality check. They try
(and usually succeed) to make you
feel guilty and as a result, you end
up retracting and/or apologizing for
the question or accusation.
Always blaming
They have an excuse for everything.
Blaming other people and outside
circumstances comes naturally for
them; it is never their fault. They
blame their boss, the traffic, the
weather, or the way someone looked
at them. It rarely occurs to them to
consider their part in the situation
and they find it difficult to accept
once other people have pointed it out
and made it clear that they must own
their share of the guilt.
No more second chances
As much as you know not to
believe them this time, you’ve heard
it all before. It takes numerous
times (often years) of backing down,
giving another second chance,

accepting their excuses, lies, and
promises, before you finally put
your foot down and say “NO more,”
before you realize that there isn’t
anything that they can say that will
change your mind, or convince you,
or make you feel guilty enough, or
sorry enough for them. You must
then set limits you are willing to
enforce, not make empty threats,
and remain true to your decisions
even in your most vulnerable weak
moments.
Closing thoughts from an addict:
“Where are you in all of this? What
are your desires and your needs?
It’s not just about taking care of
everyone else’s needs and desires.
Be careful! You are not taking care
of you. You are putting yourself in
the hands of those who are not good
for you. They are inconsiderate and
possibly incapable of caring about
you and your needs and desires.
This is not healthy. Do you really
want to be in a relationship where
you are the only one who gives,
without receiving anything? Ask for
help! You have nothing to lose and
everything to gain.”

Giselle Belanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available
for appointments in person, by phone,
or by skype webcam. Contact info:
ggbelangerpv@gmail.com Mex cell:
044 (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203

Giselle Belanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available
for appointments in person, by phone,
or by skype webcam. Contact info:
ggbelangerpv@gmail.com Mex cell:
044 (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203
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to have title insurance. Make your decision after you have researched this
question thoroughly to your satisfaction.

Harriet Murray

Question:
What is the federal maritime zone? I just bought my home in front of the
beach. Can anyone build in front of me?
Answer:
All beaches are public in Mexico. Beaches belong to the Mexican
government for the use and enjoyment of all.
No one can buy the maritime zone. The adjoining landowner to the
maritime zone should pay the annual taxes on this adjacent land and should
work to acquire the concession agreement to this area. Paying the annual
small amount of tax for the concession in front of your land only gives you
the first right to proceed with the concession agreement. You need to hire
an expert lawyer or qualified professional to work with the government
on acquiring the concession of the federal zone for as long a period as is
possible to be granted. Be sure you have the concession documented in your
beneficiary rights of your fidecomiso.
The term of the concession agreement can be 10 years, 20 years, whatever
is being done at the time you make your formal request. There is a substantial
cost required in obtaining the formal concession from the government, and
it is not automatic. There is an annual tax due, as well. Do not confuse the
small yearly tax on the concession as the same thing as a formal concession
agreement for determined period of time. Your yearly tax then will be
related to the formal concession agreement.
Question:
Can I bring in household goods and my car in to Mexico on my FM3?
Answer:
Yes, if your FM3 is current, you may import your car. You can also drive
your car in on a tourist visa, but you will need to drive back out and re-enter
according to whatever rules are in place at the time. Contact your nearest
Mexican Consulate for more information about the requirements for using
your FM3 for these import purposes. There is a time limit in which to bring
in household goods once you have activated your visa.
Question:
Is there escrow in Mexico to hold the deposit of funds required in my
purchase agreement?
Answer:
Escrow is highly regulated in Mexico, and certain Mexican banks and
escrow companies are permitted to hold your money as a third party. Check
which ones you may use through your AMPI real estate agent and/or
Mexican attorney.
Question:
Should I get title insurance?
Answer:
You should investigate the title companies that issue title insurance in Mexico.
Find out what their exceptions to coverage are in their title commitment.
Also ask your attorney what the notary and title insurance have and do not
have in common. Ask your lender, if you are using one, if they require you

Question:
What is an exclusive listing agreement on property in Mexico?
Answer:
An exclusive listing agreement in Mexico is similar to those in the US.
A real estate professional is given the exclusive right and responsibility to
market the property and receive offers to present to the seller. The seller
agrees to compensate his exclusive agent for accepted offers during the term
of the exclusive listing contract. The real estate professional may agree
to offer the property to other real estate agencies and to pay them a fee or
percentage of the real estate commission on the property.
The exclusive listing agreement and compensation to the real estate
professional applies to all offers, regardless of who brings in the buyer. If
there are exceptions permitted in this agreement as to whom may be named
as an exception where no payment is due the broker, this has to be so
mentioned in the agreement.
Question:
Why are buyer closing costs so much higher in Mexico than in the US?
Why doesn’t the seller or mortgage company roll these costs into the
purchase price and loan?
Answer:
If you are purchasing in the restricted zone in Mexico, you will be required
to acquire your property through a fidecomiso bank trust. The bank trust
holds the property and cedes to you the rights to own, build, remodel, sell,
tear down, and gives away the property. There is a cost associated with
applying for and receiving permission to buy as a foreigner. There is an
annual fee to the bank for administration of the trust.
But the single largest expense is usually the acquisition tax to acquire
the property. This is now about 2.5% of the tax value (Jalisco) or a similar
percentage of the sale price (Nayarit).
This article is based upon legal opinions, current practices and my personal
experiences in the Puerto Vallarta-Bahia de Banderas areas. I recommend
that each potential buyer or seller conduct his own due diligence and review.

Harriet Murray

Can be contacted at harriet@casasandvillas.com www.casasandvillas.com

17

Stan Gabruk
(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

There are times when a “cookie cutter” fishing report is a welcome
thing. Then we get these weekly reports, like now, when we’re just
waiting for the “current clashing” to come to an end. When that
happens the “Season” will begin. For now we’re exercising our
patience, but this by no means means that the fishing is bad. We
have great fishing, but the fish or species we have may not be to
your liking. If you’re looking for Moby Dick or Dorado you can
put that on the back burner, still early for them. But then again I’ve
been reporting freaky fishing for the last year, why change now.
Having said that, let’s take a look at our fishing options.
We all know that swirling currents mix up the bottom of the bay
silt like a spoon in your coffee stirring in the cream. Of course
with the warm water moving in we’re seeing Jack Crevalle number
staying strong, thank the fish gods for this. Dorado and Sailfish
that just a week ago were “possible” have pretty
much become impossible for the next twenty
minutes, after that I can’t be held accountable!
The deep water locations of Corbeteña and El
Banco – a.k.a. The Bank - have been less than
exciting. Corbeteña is seeing 50-lb Yellowfin
Tuna jumping and attacking baits in the water.
The problem is the Jack Crevalle get to your bait
before any other fish can get close. So frustrating
that the action around The Rock isn’t improving.
Magnifico targeted Tuna at Corbeteña and
boated 28 Jack Crevalle as these 50-lb Tuna were
jumping all around them, frustration! There are
some Cubera Snapper if you’re into jigging at
35 lbs. Not really much of a reason to head out
this way unless you want Tuna, now you know
the story. El Banco is worse, except they have
blue water in this area so anything is possible
with enough time. All in all Jack Crevalle are no reason to head to
Corbeteña especially if you can’t get a bait in front of the Yellowfin
Tuna we do have…

Normally the area between Corbeteña and El Moro can have
Sailfish in the area, that would be in normal conditions, for now
nothing. The Marieta Islands, remember those, well they’re still
sleeping quietly. Nothing but the normal species everywhere else,
Jack Crevalle to 50 lbs. and many. Sierra Mackerel at 15 lbs., tasty
for sure. Bonito to 30 lbs. but averaging around 15 lbs., perfect bait
size. Give it some more time and the Islands will be back in the
groove. Punta Mita and the area around Four Seasons have mostly
clean water which is good news, the bad news is nothing you can’t
find in the bay species or fish wise.
This of course brings us to the bay and we could just copy and
paste last week’s comments. No real expectations for larger fish,
then fish in the bay. Sierra Mackerel to 15 lbs., Bonito averaging
around 15 lbs., Skip Jack Tuna are back in the bay at 7 lbs., small but
tasty. Of course Jack Crevalle are super abundant with the average
boat for four hours coming in with ten strikes at the minimum. Now
you’ll find a mix of water conditions, red water, not exactly red tide,
but you can call it that if you want. Dirty water, clean blue water,
it’s all just spotty at best. So be patient, find blue water and you’ll be
catching fish. Dirty water for some reason doesn’t discourage Jack
Crevalle at all, so if they see a bait, they’ll take it. For the guy or
gal, even family, that wants to have fun, catch fish, enjoy the bay…
well, we can do that, amigo. If you’re looking for Moby Dick, it’s
a little early for those kinds of expectations. A four to six hour trip
in the bay is perfect and frankly you’ll catch the same fish you’ll be
finding for a much more expensive trip. Those that can break out of
the box, try structure fishing. The species are smaller for sure, but
most of them are good eating. Do what the locals do, catch what
there is to catch, have a nice dinner and laugh at the guys who can
only be happy with huge fish. We should have called this article
“Fun fishing for all in the bay”… Maybe not.
The bite has finally moved to an earlier hour with the full moon
and tides changing. For those looking to hit the bay the bite is
happening about 8 a.m. Be where you want to be by then and you’ll
have a great day. Bait is plentiful, Sardines,
Red Crabs, Krill Squid and Shrimp, Flying fish
and the list goes on. No bait issues, Jack issues
between your bait and the local Tuna is another
thing. Water temperatures this week dipped to
82 degrees, not an issue. And that pretty much
sums up the fishing this week. Soon the water
currents will be calm, big fish will be entering
the area and these “cookie cutter” reports will
be about big fish! Stay tuned and thanks again
for your continued support.
Until next week, don’t forget to kiss Your
Fish!
Web page:
www.MasterBaiters.com.
mx , Local Phone at: (044) 322 779-7571
Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/MasterBaiters-Sportfishing-Tackle/88817121325
The trade name Master Baiter’s ® Sportfishing and Tackle is protected
under trade mark law and is the sole property of Stan Gabruk.
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EMERGENCY
Phone Numbers
PUERTO VALLARTA & RIVIERA NAYARIT

Emergency Line: 911
178-8999 / Emergency: 911
178-8800 / Emergency: 222-1527

In Guadalajara: 01 333 268-2100
Emergency: 01 555 080-2000
Email: conagencypuertov@state.gov
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Sunday Church Services

AEROTRON
226-8440
AIR CANADA 01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA
01 800 252-7522
AMERICAN 01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL
See United
DELTA
01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER 01 800 432-1359
INTERJET
01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY 01 800 924-6184
UNITED
01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS 01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO 01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST 01 800 435 9792
WESTJET
01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS
01 551 102-8000
Solution to crossword on page 29

Solution to Sudoku on page 29

(See location number on Central Map)

Airline Directory
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Animal lovers! These are the
Facebook pages of some PV
non-profits that love them too.
animalistas de puerto vallarta
22,600+ friends
PV AnimalAc
PV’s Animal Shelter
pv mexico adopt foster and
flight angels
assists the Animal Shelter
PuRR Project
1,000+ followers
www.purrproject.com
AngeliCat
8,300+ followers
Paraíso Felino
1,300+ followers
www.paraisofelino.com
Match Dog Com Puerto
Vallarta
2,000+ followers
MexPup
7,500+ followers
www.mexpup.com
Colina Spay and Neuter
Clinic
1,800+ followers
Peace Animals
8,300+ followers
www.peaceanimals.org
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Planning your next computer purchase - part 2
Last week we looked at the pros
and cons of going to a tablet as your
next computer choice. To recap,
tablets are light-weight, internet/
email “keep in touch” devices.
Don’t buy a tablet and expect to do
heavy work on it like photo editing
or typing for extended periods of
time. There are tablet “versions”
for many popular programs, but
they usually are very stripped down
versions.
Ok, so if you’ve come to the
conclusion that a tablet is nice to
have as an “extra” device, but not
as your main computer, what should
you look for in your new laptop?
Again, the question is, what do you
plan on doing on the new laptop?
Just email, surf the internet, write
your life story, paying bills online?
If this sounds like you, budget for
between $350. To $500. US for a PC
laptop.
If you’ll get into heavier tasks
such as editing photos, run your
business remotely, graphic design,
build websites or heavy gaming,
budget for between $600 and $1300.
US for a PC laptop, depending on

final hardware configurations. Of
course, if you’re thinking of going
Mac, your budget will need to start
at $900. US and could easily creep
up over $2000. US, again depending
on hardware specifications.
Now believe it or not, some people
just choose a new laptop based on
its “color” (“smack”…sound of
my hand hitting my forehead). So
what hardware specifications do you
“need” and what features don’t you
necessarily need? To figure out your
needs, first you need to understand
all those numbers listed beside the
prices of laptops.
First up, at the heart of any
computer, is the CPU (or processor)
and its speed is measured in GHz
(gigahertz). It’s responsible for
running the operating system and
every program you use. A faster
CPU means faster-running programs
on the computer and also means a
more expensive laptop.
Basic computers can have CPU’s
in the range of 1.2-1.8GHz while
more workhorse computers, will
often have CPU’s in the 1.8-3.0GHz
range.

Beyond the actual GHz numbers,
CPU’s can come in “single core”,
“dual core” and “quad core”.
Basically meaning that there are
1, 2 or 4 CPU’s built into the one
processor chip. Again, more cores
allow for faster computers and faster
running of programs, but also cost
more.
Next up is the famous RAM (or
memory) we all hear about. RAM
is measured in GB (gigabytes).
The more RAM, the faster your
computer runs, but is also more
expensive. RAM helps the CPU run
the computer operating system and
programs on your computer.
If you’re just doing email and
internet surfing, you may be able
to get away with just 4GB of RAM
available on some base laptop
models. But if your budget allows,
going to 8GB will give you room
to grow your needs in the years to
come with your new computer.
Then there is the hard drive…
this is where all your programs,
operating system and data are
stored. Most new computers come
with hard drives of 500GB or 1
TB (1000GB) of storage space. To
put it in perspective, Windows 98
computers used to come with just
40GB hard drives and that was
plenty of storage space back then.
Today, if you deal a lot with digital
photos and downloading videos to
your computer, the 1 TB hard drive
would be the way to go.
On the topic of hard drives,
you can also look for models of
computers that have SSD hard drives
(solid state). These types of hard
drives have no spinning discs like
regular hard drives and move data
much faster. But again, SSD hard
drives are still relatively pricey in
comparison to standard hard drive.
The screen selection may be an
important factor to you. Laptop
screens in general come in 14”, 15.6”
and 17” sizes. If you’re finding
your eyesight not what it used to
be, then the 15.6 or 17” screen size
would be worth the extra money.

Touch screens are also becoming
more mainstream today, but if it’s
something you don’t see yourself
using much, it may not be worth the
extra money for this feature.
DVD drives are becoming less
and less of a “standard” feature and
you may have to look for models
that still have them, if it’s something
you want. Manufacturers are doing
away with DVD drives to keep
prices down and laptops more
lightweight. The number of USB
ports is also something to consider.
Some models only have 2 USB
ports, others 3 or 4. If you tend to
have a lot of extra devices connected
to your computer, look for 4 USB
ports.
Wi-Fi and webcams are standard
features in all laptops today. HDMI
ports (to connect your computer to a
flat screen TV) is also available on
most models, but double check if it
is a need for you. On the keyboards,
some higher priced laptops have
backlit keyboards which is nice for
typing at night or low lit conditions.
A keyboard with a full number pad
may be important, if you work a lot
with numbers.
Those are the main features that
you should consider for your next
computer purchase. Some items
may fall into the “must have”, “like
to have” or “don’t need” categories
which will help get you the best
laptop for your needs and budget.
That’s all my time for now. See
you again next week... until then,
remember: only safe Internet!
If you’d like to download this
article or previous ones, you can do
so at www.RonnieBravo.com and
click on “articles”.

Ronnie Bravo
can be found at CANMEX Computers.
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs,
Data Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware
upgrades, Graphic Design, House-calls
available. Cellular 044-322-157-0688
or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com
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Tommy Clarkson

Hedychium flavum
Family: Zingiberaceae
Also known as: Ginger Lily or Nardo Ginger Lily
(From the beginning, allow me to mention that some botanists
feel there is substantive confusion between Hedychium flavum
and H. flavescens. I am of the opinion that this is the former,
but be advised that some disagree.)
Particularly if you’ve a tropical themed garden, this is a plant you
should have!
These moderate growing, evergreen beauties - from northern India
- with their beautiful yellow flowers, can grow to between five and
eight feet (1.52 - 2.44 meters) and spread to around two to three feet
(.61 - .91 meter). Their living wants and needs may sound rather
familiar: filtered shade, medium water requirements, well-draining
soil and if its roots are in rich, organic matter so much the better.
Guess that tells us they’re rather easy to grow, right?
Upon the maturation of a stem, an inflorescence – appearing much
like a green cone with numerous overlapping scales (actually bracts)
will appear at its top.

To me, its fruit
looks like a
slightly bristled
marble that’s
been indented,
equally, three
times around its
circumference.

Then, first peeking through the scales, then followed by the flower
petals unfurling, magnificence! In fact, the large and beautiful,
butterfly-shaped blooms of the Hedychium Flavin look a great deal
like the White Butterfly Ginger. The individual tubular flowers have
expanded ends of frilled or scalloped petals looking like – a’hhhh,
you guessed it – butterflies with their wings spread wide!
They will remain more beautiful and vibrant if not grown in the full
sun. These blossoms grow at the ends of canes (which, by the way,
should be cut when old and starting to yellow) in terminal clusters
with the flower’s long stamens protruding well beyond the corolla.
But, sadly, these stunning blooms last not much more than a day.
After flowering, the entire spent inflorescence can be cut away.

The individual tubular flowers look no little like butterflies
with their wings spread wide!

(See location number on Central Map)

Continued on next page...
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While these beautiful flowers
are sometimes used in leis, from
a gardening standpoint they can
be most effectively be used as
grouped plantings. Ours, however,
proudly presents from a large
pot on the Transition Terrace.
But when searching for the best
location keep in mind that they
dislike windy locations as the air
movement reduces the humidity
around the plant and can cause it
to dry out quickly. Specimens that
have become dehydrated react by
curling up their leaves. In turn,
those that have received too much
sunlight may have sickly-looking,
yellow leaves.
The Yellow Butterfly Ginger
has wider leaves than the White
Butterfly Ginger.
I’ve read
descriptions of their (very cannalike) large, linear leaves being
shiny, however ours have an almost
soft, fuzzy, satin-like sheen. (They
appear - to me - as a soft olive drab
in color – but maybe that’s only
because I’m an old soldier!) The
flowers are not densely packed.
Following
pollination,
a
somewhat oval-shaped fruit forms.
(To my way of thinking they appear
to look like a slightly bristled marble
that’s been indented, equally, three
times around its circumference!)
This fruit turns into a bright orange
color when ripe. Upon splitting
it open, one finds that this threevalved fruit has bright orange arils
(somewhat fleshy appendages

From northern India,
with beautiful yellow
flowers and canna-like
leaves, they can grow
to between five and
eight feet tall.

surrounding - fully or partially - a
seed) and dark red seeds. Yep, birds
love the latter!
The genus, originated from the area
ranging from Malaysia throughout
tropical Asia and possibly all the
way to Madagascar. It consists
of forty to fifty different species.
Most of these are rhizomatous
herbs but there are a few epiphytes.
They are commonly called gingerlilies. My pal Dr. Arthur Whistler
observes in his superlative book,
Tropical Ornamentals, “Many are
cultivated for their conspicuous,
often aromatic flowers, and some
for their rhizomes, which are used
to make perfume.” All species of

Hedychium spread by the rootstock
– but not rapidly - with a dense
clump of leafy shoots resulting,
as they continuously rise from the
rhizome that creeps along on the
ground surface.
I’d encourage that you mulch your
Yellow Butterfly Ginger so as to
conserve moisture and keep its roots
cool. It will love you more if you
fertilize it regularly with generous
amounts of organic compost/
fertilizer, but keep a watchful eye,
as it is a bit susceptible to diseases
and insects such as grasshoppers
and leaf rolling caterpillars.
Lastly, according to an article
written by Wilson Wong for Green

Culture Singapore, “Its flower buds
are actually edible and can be used
like a vegetable (being) … tossed
in your salad for a spicy, gingery
zest and intriguing, succulent
texture (or) added to soups and
stir-fried... (as well as) infused in
hot water with Chinese tea leaves,
adding (a) unique, Butterfly Ginger
fragrance.”
Order hard copy or eBook versions
of our award winning “The Civilized
Jungle” series - each with over 420
beautiful pictures. Simply go to www.
plantingtropicalroots.com You might
also want to visit TripAdvisor to check
out what folks who have visited Ola
Brisa Gardens - in Manzanillo - have
said about their experience.
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_
Review-g150791-d5984161-Reviews-Ola_
Brisa_Gardens-Manzanillo_Pacific_Coast.html

Tommy Clarkson
In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens,
Tommy and Patty’s verdant, multi-terraced
tropical paradise nestled on a hill overlooking
the magnificent vista of Santiago Bay.
Leisurely meander its curved, paved path,
experiencing, first hand, a delicious array
of palms, plants and flowers from all over
the world. Or e-mail questions to him at
olabrisa@gmail.com For back issues of
“Roots”, gardening tips, tropical plant book or
to schedule a tropical garden lunch, please
visit www.olabrisagardens.com

https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl
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Across
1. Tough trips
6. Poster holder
10. Shi'ites, e.g.
14. Two under, on the links
woodwind
15. Double reeded
16. Pertaining to
17. Tee off
18. Elbow/hand connector
19. Marked, as a box on a test
20. Noted actor's writing
implements?
23. "Nope"
25. Actress Hatcher
26. Candidate's concern
27. Instruction to a
woman in labor
30. Get-up-and-go
32. Danger signal
33. Yo-Yo Ma's instrument
34. Rodeo wear, often
36. Noted actor's sons?
41. Farmer's spring purchase
42. Orderly grouping

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

25

26

11

12

13

68. Makes calls
69. "Breaking Away"
director Peter

Down
1. Lipton product
30
31
32
27
28
29
2. Made haste
34
35
33
3. Shade of white
36
37
38
39
40
4. Swiss artist Paul
41
42
43
5. Word repeated after
47
48
49
44
45
46
"Que" in song
52
53
54
50
51
6. Rug with nothing
swept under it?
55
56
57
58
7. More competent
59
60
61
62
63
8. Plotted
65
66
64
9. 9/11 commission
68
69
67
chairman Thomas
10. Rush-hour hr.
44. Dear old ___
59. Shopper stopper
11. Win over
60. Fiddle sticks
47. Headlight setting
61. California/Nevada lake 12. Shrink in fear
48. Public face
13. Made tight, as muscles
50. "Wheel of Fortune" 64. Keep ___ (persist)
purchases
65. A couple of chips in 21. Highest degree
22. Analogous
52. Huge-screen ﬁlm format the pot, maybe
66. Tempest
54. Church perch
23. "The West Wing" network
55. Noted actor's underarms? 67. Perfect Olympic scores 24. Plane measure
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Sudoku is a logic-based placement puzzle.
The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each
row, column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box).
Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.
It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they
might improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental
decline and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.
Solution to Sudoku on Page 23

28. Resigned remark
29. Cut down on the ﬂab
31. Electees
34. Dentist's deg.
35. Neighbor of Earth
37. Floral necklace
38. Movie ticket mandate
39. Finesse stroke in tennis
40. With it, mentally
43. Not ﬂy absolutely straight
44. Blots lightly
45. Supply with oxygen
46. Join a teleconference
48. Written permissions
49. Abbr. before a date
on a pkg.
51. "Golden Boy"
playwright
53. Workweek letters
56. Construction beam
57. Wee
58. "See ya!"
62. Miner's ﬁnd
63. German spa
Solution to Crossword
on Page 23

