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You are here, finally!
We wish you a warm

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information on the region, but never quite
got around to it, we hope that the following will help. If you look at the maps
on this page, you will note that PV (as the locals call it) is on the west coast of
Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of Banderas - one of the largest bays in
this country - which includes southern part of the state of Nayarit to the north
and the northern part of Jalisco to the south. Thanks to its privileged location
-sheltered by the Sierra Madre mountains- the Bay is well protected against
the hurricanes spawned in the Pacific. Hurricane Kenna did come close on
October 25, 2002, but actually touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200
kms north of PV. The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands,
thus the similarities in the climate of the two destinations.
AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION: 325,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average
of 300 sunny days per year. The temperature
averages 28°C (82°F) and the rainy season
extends from late June to early October.
FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts a great
variety of animal species such as iguana,
guacamaya, deer, raccoon, etc.
SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses
two Marine National Parks - Los Arcos and the
Marieta Islands - where diving is allowed under
certain circumstances but fishing of any kind is
prohibited. Every year, the Bay receives the visit
of the humpback whales, dolphins and manta
rays in the winter. During the summer, sea turtles,
a protected species, arrive to its shores to lay
their eggs.
ECONOMY: Local economy is based mainly
on tourism, construction and to a lesser degree,
on agriculture, mainly tropical fruit such as
mango, papaya, watermelon, pineapple,
guanabana, cantaloupe and bananas.
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CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal
currency in Mexico although Canadian and
American dollars are widely accepted.
BUSES: A system of urban buses with
different routes. Current fare is $7.50 Pesos
per ticket and passengers must purchase
a new ticket every time they board another
bus. There are no “transfers”.
TAXIS: There are set rates within defined
zones of the town. Do not enter a taxi without
agreeing on the price with the driver FIRST.
If you are staying in a hotel, you may want to
check the rates usually posted in the lobby.
Also, if you know which restaurant you want
to go, do not let the driver change your mind.
Many restaurateurs pay commissions to taxi
drivers and you may end up paying more than
you should, in a second-rate establishment!
There are 2 kinds of taxi cabs: those at the
airport and the maritime port are usually vans
that can only be boarded there. They have
pre-fixed rates per passenger. City cabs are
yellow cars that charge by the ride, not by
passenger. When you ask to go downtown,
many drivers let you off at the beginning of
the area, near Hidalgo Park. However, your
fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so why
walk 10 to 15 blocks to the main plaza, the
Church or the flea market? Pick up a free
map, and insist on your full value from the
driver! Note the number of your taxi in case
of any problem, or if you forget something
in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can
help you check it out or lodge a complaint.
TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco is
on Central Time, as is the area of the State of
Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the north to the
Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta, Bucerías, La
Cruz de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho,
Punta Mita, etc. North of Lo De Marcos,
Guayabitos, La Peñita, San Blas, etc. are on
Mountain Time, i.e.: one hour behind PV time.

TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on the
cost of long distance calls from your hotel
room. Some establishments charge as much
as U.S. $7.00 per minute!
CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones from
the U.S. and Canada may be programmed for
local use, through Telcel and IUSAcell, the local
carriers. To dial cell to cell, use the prefix 322,
then the seven digit number of the person you’re
calling. Omit the prefix if dialling a land line.
LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually 10%-15%
of the bill at restaurants and bars. Tip bellboys,
taxis, waiters, maids, etc. depending on the
service. Some businesses and offices close from
2 p.m. to 4 p.m., reopening until 7 p.m. or later.
In restaurants, it is considered poor manners
to present the check before it is requested, so
when you’re ready to leave, ask «La cuenta, por
favor» and your bill will be delivered to you.
MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give you a
higher rate of exchange than the exchange
booths (caja de cambio), though not all offer
exchange services to foreigners. Better yet,
if you have a “bank card”, withdraw funds
from your account back home. Try to avoid
exchanging money at your hotel. Traditionally,
those offer the worst rates.
WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive hotel
is everything you ever dreamed of, you should
experience at least a little of all that Vallarta
has to offer - it is truly a condensed version of
all that is Mexican and existed before «Planned
Tourist Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos
and Ixtapa, were developed. Millions have
been spent to ensure that the original “small
town” flavor is maintained downtown, in the
Old Town and on the South Side.
DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a
Mexican vacation must inevitably lead to an
encounter with Moctezuma’s revenge is just
that: false. For the 26th year in a row, Puerto
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification
of purity for human consumption. It is one of
only two cities in Mexico that can boast of such
accomplishment. True, the quality of the water
tested at the purification plant varies greatly
from what comes out of the tap at the other end.
So do be careful. On the other hand, most large
hotels have their own purification equipment
and most restaurants use purified water. If you
want to be doubly sure, you can pick up purified
bottled water just about anywhere.
EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American
tourists often fall in love with one of the many
stray dogs and cats in Vallarta. Many would like to
bring it back with them, but believe that the laws
do not allow them to do so. Wrong. If you would
like to bring a cat or a dog back home, call the
local animal shelter for more info: 293-3690.
LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning
would be to take one of the City Tours offered
by the local tour agencies. Before boarding,
make sure you have a map and take note of the
places you want to return to. Then venture off
the beaten path. Explore a little. Go farther than
the tour bus takes you. And don’t worry - this is
a safe place.
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DEAR EDITOR,

Claude S.
Dear Claude,
Yes, I could have.
The Ed.

DEAR READER,
Sending this to get attention on the road to and from the
Botanical Garden, Tuito and Mismaloya, and Puerto Vallarta,
center. The road is very bad and really needs a fill up of spots
otherwise will cause lots of problems.
Lots of us who live in the South have a hard time driving to/
from town with those pot holes. The road needs to be maintained
once in while. I believe taxes are being paid for these services.
Hotels / Resorts should speak up and get involved for their
businesses because that is also for their benefit. That road has
too many of pot holes ! Viva Puerto Vallarta !
South side residents

(See location number on Central Map)

Regarding Issue # 473, Fish tank treatment... a “supposed
scam”... I could not refrain from commenting on this situation.
I received this treatment twice and was quite satisfied. Who
could think of a one-foot treatment instead of both? Would
you go for a one-foot pedicure? Is this serious, calling this a
scam? I think there are enough “real scams” around Puerto
Vallarta, that need to be reported. This one is not one of them.
Furthermore, as editor of this paper, could you not have avoided
publishing this?
Yours truly,

18

4

(See location number on Central Map)

John Warren
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“Music is the language of the spirit. It opens the secret of life
bringing peace and abolishing strife,” wrote Kahlil Gibran.
Puerto Vallarta, a comparatively peaceful city, is very fortunate
to have so much musical talent from wandering guitar players,
ivory tinklers in piano bars, professional musicians on the stages
at The Boutique Theatre, Incanto, Act II and The Palm and various
productions at Teatro Vallarta.
But talented adults usually learn to play and perform when they are
young. Now in PV, there are opportunities for kids to play both jazz
and classical music thanks to IAMPV, acronym for Instituto de Artes
Musicales Puerto Vallarta.
The Salty Paws Jazz Orchestra was formed in September 2016 and
has been together for just over a year. There are now between 20
and 25 players and they performed at Act II a couple of Sundays ago.
What a difference in their sound from late last spring! They have
obviously been working tremendously hard for the last nine months
and now they are a pleasure to listen to. The band started with the
Glenn Miller Classic, “In The Mood”, and followed with a selection
of “winter” classics, including “Baby It’s Cold Outside”, “Birdland”
and ”Feliz Navidad”. The highlight, however, was the 15-minute
jam session in which all of the musicians played solos and jammed
as duets. It was obvious that they and their director, the talented and
devoted Victor Kris, are passionate about their music.
An older, more mature arm of IAMPV is the Puerto Vallarta
Chamber Orchestra, which plays mostly classical music and has about
forty members from across eight nationalities and of all ages. Some
members were professional musicians, some were music teachers and
many played in community orchestras before coming to PV. Just now,
there is a mixture of about 60% Mexican and 40% ex-pats, and about
a third of the orchestra is under 21. They are always looking for new
talent and the director simply requires an applicant to pass a fairly easy
audition, so if you played a horn or any other instrument at the high
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(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

school level and are interested in participating, please send Daniel
Oliveros, the Director of IAMPV, an email at d_oliveros@yahoo.com
or take a look at Facebook /IAMPuertoVallarta
IAMPV has recently achieved Mexican government recognition
as a registered charity. It is a privately funded organization that
relies solely on fundraisers and donations from the community
to fund not only the Salty Paws Jazz Orchestra and the Chamber
Orchestra, but also takes music education programs into schools.
Money is always needed to pay the director and the music teachers,
to buy music and instruments. IAMPV has a full time instructor for
violin and viola and one for flute, saxophone and clarinet well as
part time instructors for all other orchestral instruments.
If you’d like to listen to the Chamber Orchestra, they will be
performing at the American School at 8 p.m. on December 17th and
in Nuevo Vallarta, in a building in front of the Hard Rock Hotel, on
the 18th at 8 p.m. (See ad in this issue.)
The highlight of the classical music season in PV will be two
performances by the famous cellist, Don Moline, who played in
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and is performing at Incanto
with the pianist Jean Guy (J.G.) on 17th and 24th February. On the
18th and 19th of March, there will be Boccherini Cello Concerto
accompanied by the PVCO.
The long-term objective of IAMPV is to establish professional
classical and jazz music in Puerto Vallarta. At present, all
budding, young musicians must leave this beautiful city to study
in Guadalajara or Mexico City. To change that, we need to arrange
for a university in PV to teach music and grant degrees in music.
That will, hopefully, coincide with the construction of a concert
hall with acoustics good enough to attract and retain professionals.
It’s important because, as Bono said “Music can change the world
because it can change people.”
IAMPV is one of about twenty registered charities supported
financially by the International Friendship Club (IFC). The Club
is able to do so because it raises money from the sale of tickets to
its renowned Home Tours – www.toursforvallarta.com as well as
from a variety of fund raising events. Everyone is invited to the
Club’s Christmas Party that will be held next to the beach at Coco
Tropical on Tuesday 19th, where we will enjoy fine food under the
stars and music to dance to. The menu, time and ticket prices are
at www.ifcvallarta.com
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Save the Date!
Saturday, January 20th, 2018. 12 – 4 p.m.
At El Rio BBQ-Bar
CompassioNet Impact . / Children’s Fund
Powered by Paradise Church and Friends

(See location number on Central Map)

Mark your calendar today to join us on Saturday, January 20th, 2018,
for the 2nd Annual Ribs for Kids event at El Rio BBQ-Bar! Tickets go
on sale December 10th and are just $500 pesos each. In addition to a
delicious meal, there will be great live music, a silent auction, and a raffle
for items from area businesses!
Go to https://www.paradisechurchpv.org/contact
to inquire how to get your tickets.
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CompassioNet Impact, through Paradise Church, has provided tens
of thousands of nutritious meals and English classes to under-resourced
kids. Another outreach program, Casa Compasión, in partnership with
DIF (Social Services), rescues girls from negative living situations and
provides a safe, nurturing, and life-changing environment. A small
contribution goes a long way.
Are you a business or an individual interested in sponsoring the event?
We are looking for individuals and businesses that share our vision of
making a genuine difference in the lives of others. Of course, your good
name will be included in advertising, but more importantly, you will be
helping to break the cycle of poverty and abuse in our community!
Gold Sponsorship: $10,000 pesos (includes a reserved table and
tickets for eight). Silver Sponsorship: $5,000 pesos
Go to https://www.paradisechurchpv.org/contact to inquire about sponsorship.
www.paradisechuyrchpv.org and f Paradise Church Puerto Vallarta
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Heather Wilson
Thanks for getting me into the
Christmas spirit! www.act2pv.com
The oceanfront Casa Karma was
the elegant setting for yet another
great cause recently, the Pasitos de
Luz Illumination Fundraiser hosted
by the ever-community-minded
Georgia Darehshori. Dinner was
exquisite!
Created by awardwinning chefs from De Cantaro,
Barrio Bistro and Tintoque (none
of which I have yet tried, but heard
stellar reviews about), how lucky
are we in this town to not only have
such an amazing food scene, but
restaurateurs with such big hearts?)
A bustling art auction and dancing
to singer Paul Fracassi rounding
out a lovely evening designed to
help disabled children.
www.pasitosdeluz.org
www.casakarma.net
And the very next night, Yvonne
Kalman hosted her glamorous
Fifth Annual Fundraiser Benefiting
Vallarta Animals. For many years,
she has donated generously to

Meanwhile, It’s a Wonderful Life
at Act II is an absolutely charming
live-radio play with a holiday
setting. Faithful to the 1946 movie
starring Jimmy Stewart and Donna
Reed, this is the kind of feel-good
story you can bring the whole family
to! Directed by Kami Desilets with
a cast of nine, a special shout-out to
the oh-so-versatile Shawn Morgan
and the three delightful child actors.

spay and neuter clinics, private
individuals wanting to help but
without the financial resources
to do so, and in situations where
the animals might otherwise fall
through the cracks. Her beautiful
home, Casa Yvonneka, ideal for
this purpose, and every peso of the
proceeds going to help alleviate
pain and suffering. Meanwhile,
we humans had a wonderful time

reconnecting with compassionate
Vallarta oldtimers and meeting
new friends over plates laden with
hors-d’oeuvres to die for, chocolate
cake, and everything in between!
www.casayvonneka.com
And lastly, do yourself a favor and
don’t forget our chamber orchestra’s
Annual Christmas Concert this
Sunday at the American School in
Marina Vallarta, and Monday at
Salon Paraiso in Nuevo Vallarta,
both at 8 p.m.! (See ad in this issue.)

Once a journalist always a
journalist. It turns out that learning
about Vallarta’s many amazing
aspects, being curious and sharing
information, is just not something I
can retire from! So let’s have some
fun and live a little!
journalistheatherwilson@gmail.com

(See location number on Central Map)

It’s relatively quiet now in town,
with the Festival Guadalupana
wrapping up December 12,
following a dozen days and nights
of processions, praying and singing,
bells and rockets. However, I just
learned from a long-time Mexican
friend that in her outlying colonia,
the faithful did all of this for 46
days! She says that is the number
of times the Virgin appeared to
peasant Juan Diego, but I couldn’t
confirm that with Internet research.
It is also said to represent the
number of stars visible in the sky
the night she first appeared…
Speaking of stars, director Alain
Perrault’s Buyer & Cellar pokes
great fun at Barbra Streisand for
being such a diva that she built a mall
at her Malibu home showcasing her
treasures. In the guise of being an
employee there, actor Cesar Bravo
had me rolling the aisles, while
also revealing the sadness that lurks
beneath narcissism.
www.incantovallarta.com
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Gabriela García

(See location number on Central Map)

I wanted to write an end of year
letter of thanks to everyone who
contributes to the Library in either
small or big ways, but this year was
so extraordinary, that I decided I
would write a love letter instead.
This will be a love and gratitude
letter to all: visitors, donors,
students,
teachers,
parents,
volunteers, senior citizens, artists.
A thank you letter to those who
have been around for several years
and for those who are not with us
anymore. A love and gratitude
letter for my fellow members of the
Board and the staff.
The Biblioteca Los Mangos
Public Library became 21 years old
a month ago. This library has always
been a one of a kind organization.
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Its existence has been supported by
the contributions of the community.
People of all ages, races,
backgrounds or social conditions
who agree on the value of a place
where knowledge is accessible and
free for everyone. The library is
home to many souls, is the answer
to thousands of questions, is the
platform for hundreds of dreams
and the place where many things
happen for the first time: Parents
and children come to the library
together for the first time. Young
adults volunteer for the first time
and many of them will do it for the
rest of their lives in other places,
inspired by what they learn about
giving through the library; a father
takes his daughter to a lesson and
sees her dance in public for the first
time. A kid writes a story for

the first time for the reading club...
Special love and gratitude go to our
anonymous donor of this year who
has given us back time to plan long
term, to organize and to ensure
our continuity.
This enormous
gift encourages us to deliver better
service and make wiser decisions
for our users. We will honor your
love for our institution, for the
Mexican people and for our beloved
Puerto Vallarta every day.
Love and gratitude go to the
people who come to visit the Library.
Thanks for your questions, for your
interest, for cheering us up. If you
come Saturday at 10:30, either our
Director or myself will do a walk
through the rooms and spaces that
make up this solid construction.
We will happily show you and talk
about our Saturday Market, about
the new Moli Café shop, about the
Dance Room, with its many kids
of all ages taking ballet; about the
Movie Club room, where normally
art movies are shown but on this
day, you will find the Japanese
teacher busy with groups of all ages
learning that language. We will
show you the Animation classes
with over 30 kids in this class and
with the advanced students moving
on to Computer Animation; we
doubt that kids might find another
place like this one. Then it’s on to
the Apapacho program, a literacy

group for small children from 2 to
3 years of age and their parents,
funded by Casa Karma.
The
program ensures that the families
that attend will develop and see a
value in reading. We will also talk
about the young adults High School
Diploma program. Take a look at
the piano lessons and end with the
Sign Language courses.
Hard times are no stranger to us, but
good times like now, when you can
feel the love of the normal people and
of the teachers and of the workers,
make up for all the difficulties.
Convinced as we are of the enormous
value of the formula “inspiration +
education + opportunities”, we are
happy and grateful for every day we
open the doors to provide exactly that
to the community. We can do this
thanks to you.
You too can come on Saturdays or
any other day, become a volunteer,
get involved somehow. Make a
donation, sponsor scholarships or
a literacy programs, come to our
events, spread the word... be part
of our community, feel the love,
nobody else provides what we do:
a safe, free, wholesome place for
culture and education for local
families. It’s Mexico’s and Puerto
Vallarta’s greatest hope.
info@bibliotecalosmangos.com
Tel.: 224-9966
bibliotecalosmangos.com
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Gregg Sutton

Get out your party hats, put on your dancing shoes and mark the
date on your calendar: Friday, December 29, the fifth South Side
Shuffle of the season.
The Shuffle, now in its eighth year, is put on twice or three times a
month by a group of twenty businesses centered on the 200 and 300
blocks of Basilio Badillo, in the heart of the Romantic Zone. The
party goes from six to ten pm, and is an event locals and visitors alike
look forward to with great anticipation.
The participating businesses (art galleries, shops, restaurants,
clubs and theaters) all serve complimentary beverages. Whether
you want to meet our local artists, or do some serious shopping, or
listen to some great music, or just walk around Vallarta’s favorite
neighborhood soaking up the festive atmosphere, the Shuffle is a
wonderful way to spend your Friday night.
The majority of the participating businesses are located on the
200 and 300 blocks of Basilio Badillo. But there are also some great
places to stop on nearby Constitution Street. In fact, the organizers
have made sure that this experience is a “compact” one. All twenty
participants are located in a short two block stretch, so no matter how
“happy” you get with all your complimentary drinks, you can still
visit every location with ease.
The Shuffle has so much to offer. One of the main attractions is
shopping. By chance, many of Vallarta’s finest shops and galleries
are located on the principle block of the party. Fine art, jewelry and
Mexican crafts of the very best quality can be found in abundance,
not to mention some great food and fabulous entertainment.
All the businesses on this magical stretch of Basilio Badillo
and Constitución streets have something special to offer. For the
opportunity to ogle, mingle, tipple and even purchase some really
wonderful art, it is an event not to be missed. The Southside Shuffle
really is a must. You’ll have a ton of fun.

So don’t forget to put it on your calendar:
Friday, December 29th, from 6 to 10 p.m.
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(See location number on Central Map)

The Christmas holidays are
always an exciting time to visit
Puerto Vallarta, but this year will
be exceptionally entertaining
as the city welcomes 2018 in
an impressive way... with the II
Festival de Pirotecnia Luminia
Fest, a world-class fireworks
show to be held on the 30th and
31st of this month.
Last week, the details of the event were presented at
a press conference led by Municipal Tourism Director,
Ramón González Lomelí, who said that the ‘Luminia
Fest’ is part of the program of activities set to take
place next Spring, when the city will host the 17th
edition of the International Fireworks Symposium, as
part of the celebration of Puerto Vallarta’s 100th year
as a municipality and 50th as a city on May 31, 2018.
According to the official, the city is investing $3
Million Pesos in the December event because “it is
relevant to the promotion and image of Puerto Vallarta,
and consequently benefits its inhabitants.”
Mexico is considered among the ten most important
countries in the pyrotechnic industry, and the Luminia
Fest will bring some of Mexico’s best fireworks
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manufacturers and experts to our
city to showcase their various
disciplines in professional
pyrotechnic displays set to
music for the enjoyment of
residents and visitors. The
event will feature two musical
fireworks displays: the first will
be a show produced by Puerto
Vallarta’s own pyrotechnician
Marcelo Mantecón on the Malecon on December 30th
and on the 31st, Mexican pyrotechnic specialist Pablo
Hernández will present a digitally designed display
at IPEJAL, the field in front of the Municipal Sports
Stadium where beach volleyball competitions are
typically held.
Before each of these musical fireworks displays,
there will be free musical performances by various
jazz, rock and Mariachi groups, including a Plastiko
concert on the 31st.
The burning of a castle and a ‘pyromusical,’ show that
coordinates music with fireworks, will bring the II Festival
de Pirotecnia Luminia Fest to a close on December 31st as
Puerto Vallarta joyfully welcomes 2018.
(Source: Marie Callan, BanderasNews.com)

The Marsol Friday Market by The Pier continues
grow as the best place to find unique art and crafts
from all over Mexico, shown by more than 50 local
vendors in the lobby of the historic Hotel Marsol,
located at the entrance to the Olas Altas pier on
Francisca Rodriguez, the closed street leading to
the pier. This is the best market to find reasonably
priced original paintings in a variety of techniques
and styles from realistic Mexican themes, adorable
paintings of ethnic children, tropical birds, still life,
flowers and contemporary abstracts to accent your
home décor.
There are watercolors of local Vallarta scenes,
finger painted tiles, straw art and stylish paintings
from tree bark. Also displayed are giclés on canvas,
of art by Marta Gilbert and world-renowned artists.
An additional service is ordering art work to fit your
space, either mounted or rolled canvas to transport
in a tube. Unusual sculptures made of stones and
metal and collectible ceramic and copper pots are
another plus. One advantage of the Marsol Friday
market is that vendors can sell a variety of products,
not just what they produce.

Therefore, the
assortment
of
jewelry is very
extensive from
sterling silver,
bronze, and other
media with semi
precious stones
and natural materials. Also, there are many types
of clothing for all the family - T-shirts, Oaxacan
embroidery, hand painted tops and leather goods
such as sandals, belts, hats and bags.
Try the delicious pastries and shop for decorations
and furniture for your home.
You will enjoy the selection of products for
enhancing your health and beauty, as well as treats,
toys and accessories for your pets.
We invite you to visit the Marsol Market by The
Pier every Friday 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. to see the
latest items, especially unique gifts for the holiday
season. 103 Francisca Rodriguez, by the Olas
Altas pier.
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Here is the remaining “TED Talk Tuesdays”
schedule. Dates are being added continually
as interest grows.
January 9:
Michael Lindner - CEO,
Palliative Care Nurse, Classical Musician.
“Dementia, You’re Not the Boss of Me!”
January 23: Petr Myska - Photographer,
Biologist, Author.
“Nature: Puerto Vallarta’s Greatest Asset.”
February 6: Kathleen Naomi Atkins and Todd
Atkins - New owners, XocoDiva Chocolates.
“Chocolates: A Valentine’s Day Love
Story.” Admission includes chocolate samples!
February 20: Sol Rose - Restaurateur,
Singer, Stage Star.
“From Melodies to Meatloaf: How To
Succeed in Business WITH Really Trying.”
March 6: Dr. Marcia Hootman - Writer,
Minister, Musician.
“How Much Does a Grudge Weigh?”

Each week, an “interesting person” living
in Puerto Vallarta shares his or her expertise
and insights, on a variety of socially relevant
topics. Each talk concludes with a half-hour
interactive discussion, in which audience
members may make comments and ask
questions of the speaker. Most presentations
will be accompanied by slide illustrations and
other media. Coffee and pastries will be served.
Audience-goers are encouraged to
remain after the presentations, to cultivate
friendships and continue discussions, during
a no-host lunch. The Boutique Theater is
located upstairs at Nacho Daddy, a popular
restaurant, bar and music venue, at 287 Basilio
Badillo. Its “Mex-Tex” menu includes such
favorites as Tortilla Soup, Steak Nachos, and
Chicken Fajitas.
Tickets cost $250 pesos each. While
tickets may be remaining at the door for
presentations, some ticket-seekers had to
be turned away last year. Advance ticket
purchases are recommended, from btpv.org,
or at the box office.
For updates, go to btpv.org, or follow
The Boutique Dinner Theatre on Facebook.
You can also message producer Catherine
Caldera on Facebook.

(See location number on Central Map)

A bilingual, bicultural health coach is
the third speaker in the Boutique Dinner
Theatre’s 2017-18 inspiring schedule.
“TED Talk Tuesdays ... they just keep
getting better and better!” - Trish Hudson,
of Puerto Vallarta. “I love how I learn about
different people here in PV, and the incredible
things they are doing to make lives better, and
more interesting, for all of us.”
Marcella Castellanos will step up to the
microphone on December 19. Her topic
is, “Revitalize Your Energy, Recharge Your
Life: Five ways to lose weight, gain energy,
and feel 10 years younger.”
A favorite friendly personality in Puerto
Vallarta, Marcella is a native of Paso Robles,
California. She holds a degree in journalism
from San Francisco State University. A former
personal trainer with the National Academy
of Sports Medicine, she is certified as a
health coach with the Institute of Integrative
Nutrition.
She was inspired to help others find their
paths to wellness, after she learned how
to help her body heal itself, naturally, from
recurrent gall bladder attacks.
Marcella enjoys helping people shed
unwanted pounds, and regain vitality and
youthfulness. She hosts healthy living meetups, offers weight loss coaching on- and
off-line, and organizes health and wellness
workshops and retreats.
“TED Talk Tuesdays” will be presented
from 9-11 a.m. on alternating Tuesdays
through the 2017-2018 season.

(See location number on Central Map)

Look and feel younger in healthy ways
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Firms from Chiapas and Tabasco bring home medals

(See location number on Central Map)

Mexican
chocolate
makers
shared the three top spots with
their counterparts from Costa Rica
and Nicaragua in a competition
organized by the International
Chocolate Awards.
Chocolatiers from Costa Rica
were the undisputed victors in the
first Central American Support
Competition, winning a total of 23
medals. Producers from Mexico
and Nicaragua earned 17 medals,
respectively.
Tabasco-based Chocolates Wolter
Hacienda La Luz was the top
Mexican participant, taking home
10 medals, two of which were gold.
Wolter’s winning products were
its Quetzalli Habanero 47% and café
bonbon products. Another winner
was Kakaw Museo of Chiapas,

2

which uses cacao beans from
producers in southeastern Mexico.
It won six medals, one of them gold
for its Xocolate Chiapas Soconusco
bar. The San Cristóbal de las Casas
firm was awarded three silver medals
for three Xocolate Chiapas bars.
The third Mexican winner was
Tapachula-based Matka Chocolate,
which won six silver medals.
The general manager of Kakaw
Museo told the newspaper El
Universal
that
Mesoamerican
chocolates come from “good genes,
history and cultural legacy,” as was
demonstrated by the prizes earned in
the first regional competition.
The winners, said Herbert
Castellanos Ramírez, earned greater
visibility and international prestige
through the event.

The competition was organized by
the International Chocolate Awards
in coordination with Lutheran World
Relief and the Regional Cacao Móvil

project, funded by the Cooperación
Suiza en América Central and held
in partnership with CUNAKakaw,
a brand of chocolate created by a
cooperative of 16 Central American
and Mexican chocolate companies.
The event was held in Nicaragua
and was created to recognize the
tradition and culture of chocolate
and cacao over thousands of years in
the historical Mesoamerica region.
(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, El Universal)

Italian-Argentine conglomerate Techint Group will invest US $1 billion
to set up a new steel mill in Monterrey, Nuevo León, the group’s CEO
announced yesterday.
The hot rolling mill will be developed as part of an expansion of Techint’s
industrial center in the municipality of Pesquería, where the consortium
first started operations in 2013.
Rocca explained that steel company Ternium — one of six main
companies that make up Techint — will undertake the project.
Expected to be operational in the second half of 2020, the new plant
will have an annual production capacity of 3.7 million tonnes of steel and
manufactured products to meet demand in the automotive industry as well
as the home appliance, machinery, energy and construction sectors.
Paolo Rocca presented the plan to President Enrique Peña Nieto in a
private meeting in Mexico City before making it public.
Techint first entered the Mexican market in 1954 but strengthened its
presence in 2005 when it acquired steel manufacturer Hysla and together
with the companies Siderar and Sidor created Ternium. Two years later,
Ternium consolidated further by purchasing the Mexican company Grupo
IMSA for almost US $3.3 billion.
Ternium is now the largest steel company in Latin America with
production centers in Mexico, Argentina, Guatemala, Colombia and the
United States. Founded in Milan in 1945 by the current CEO’s grandfather,
Agostino Rocca, Techint employs 48,530 people around the world and
earned profits last year in excess of US $15 billion. The conglomerate’s
total shares are worth just over US $29 billion.
In Mexico, Techint has nine industrial plants and two mining operations
as well as five service centers and 11 distribution centers. Last year it
produced 3.5 million tonnes of steel in Mexico, accounting for 18.7% of
total national production. Mexico exported 4.5 million tonnes of steel last
year but imported 13.9 million tonnes.
The domestic steel industry contributes to 1.9% of Mexico’s total
gross domestic product (GDP), 6.2% of industrial GDP and 10.6% of
manufacturing GDP.
(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, Milenio)
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Leads the Golden Globes race with 7 nominations — here’s why you should see it
The latest film by visionary
director Guillermo del Toro, “The
Shape of Water,” is officially
a frontrunner in the race to the
Academy Awards. Leading all
nominees at this year’s Golden
Globes with seven, this unique
love story is one that shouldn’t be
missed.
Here’s what we thought about
the movie when we saw it at the
Toronto International Film Festival:
There are some directors who
have a special talent for building
worlds all their own, without any
source material, and Guillermo
del Toro is one of the best doing it
right now. His latest movie, “The
Shape of Water,” followed up
its grand prize win at the Venice
Film Festival this past weekend
by dazzling everyone here at the
Toronto International Film Festival.
Written by del Toro and Vanessa
Taylor, the movie is set during the
Space Race at a time when America
isn’t ready to put a man in a shuttle
yet. In the film, there’s a creature
the government has captured in the
Amazon that it thinks can be used
as a test dummy on a launch. But
that plan is quickly knocked down,
as the military believes it makes

- “The Shape of Water” by Guillermo del Toro led all Golden
Globe nominees with seven. - That could foreshadow a major
Oscars run. - We saw it at the Toronto International Film
Festival and found it to be a moving monster love story.

more sense to kill and examine the
creature to know more about its
capabilities.
There’s one problem: The creature
has befriended a mute janitor
named Eliza (Sally Hawkins), who
is determined to see that doesn’t
happen. That’s the real story of “The
Shape of Water,” the relationship
between the creature and Eliza.
She lives atop a run-down movie

theater and spends her days going
to work at an military base, where
she cleans alongside chatty Zelda
(Octavia Spencer), and at home
hanging out with her gay neighbor,
Giles (Richard Jenkins).
Only able to communicate
through signing, Eliza instantly has
a connection with the creature as she
sees them both as prisoners: literally
for the creature and figuratively for

Eliza, as she cannot find someone
to love her. After Eliza comes up
with a daring escape from the lab
with the creature, pulling a fast one
on the head of security, Strickland
(Michael Shannon), Eliza keeps
the creature in the bath tub of her
apartment until the rainy season
comes when she’ll bring him
out into the ocean. In that time, a
relationship between Eliza and the
creature sparks.
Throughout all this, we’re
surrounded in a world del Toro
has created that has the feel of an
old Hollywood movie, from the
set design to the wacky dream
sequence when Eliza and the
creature suddenly have a brief
dance number. “The Shape of
Water” combines a creature feature
and a melodrama to tell a beautiful
story that will thrill as much as get
you emotional.
As with every del Toro movie,
there’s a nice touch of gore in it, too.
The major squirm moments come
from the Strickland character, who
early in the movie has two fingers
sliced off by the creature. And let’s
just say the reattachment of the
digits to the hand doesn’t work out.
The creature is played by the
always great Doug Jones, who del
Toro fans will remember played
Abe Sapien in his “Hellboy”
movies, while Hawkins gives a
wonderful performance as Eliza.
And let’s not forget two of the best
Michaels working today: Shannon
and Michael Stuhlbarg (as the
good-natured scientist).
Expect a lot of talk about this
movie as we get deeper into awards
season.
(Source: Jason Guerrasio uk.businessinsider.com)

(See location number on Central Map)
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Media Luna is a popular band originating from San Miguel
de Allende, that fuses Flamenco, Rumba, Rock and Huapango.
They write their own songs and cover traditional music from
Mexico and around the world. Their high-energy stage
presence, coupled with the diverse artistic influences of its
members, creates a rich blend of musical flavors. They play on
Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. in the piano bar.
Renowned concert pianist and composer
David Troy Francis will present ‘Elves in
the Piano’ - A Christmas Concert for one
performance only on Tuesday, Dec. 19 at 4
p.m. Best known for his performances of
contemporary American music, David now
lives in Puerto Vallarta. He is an esteemed
concert pianist and recording artist, as well
as a respected accompanist.
Stand-up comedienne Shawn Pelofsky
returns with her hilarious show ‘Making
America Funny Again’. Fresh off the new
indie TV comedy series ‘This is Meg’, and
a headliner at L.A.’s world-famous Comedy
Store, Shawn’s career continues to soar from
stand-up to movies and television. Her
signature ‘Stretch it out’ tagline (and the title
of a soon to be released one-hour comedy special), hilarious social
commentary, and spot-on comedic timing are always an audience
favorite. Dec. 20-25 9:30 p.m.
Paco Ojeda on Music presents Desert Island Bossa Nova on
Friday, Dec. 22 at 4 p.m. Another in his popular music lecture
series featuring the Brazilian groove that took the world by
storm during the 1950s and 1960s. These events are always
very entertaining and informative.
‘A Very Bohemia Viva Christmas’ variety show will play one
night only on Saturday, Dec. 23 at 6:30 p.m.. Special Guests
include Paco Ojeda, Shawn Pelofsky, Opera Soprano Vanessa
Amaro, Tracy Parks and Alain Perreault. The audience will be
invited to ‘sing-a-long’ to their favorite holiday music, presented
in both English and Spanish. Bohemia Viva presents their show,
Kaleidoscope, on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.. Luis Lujan will also
present a solo show with all original music entitled, ‘And now…
I fly’, on Sunday, Dec. 17 at 7 p.m.. Soprano Vanessa Amaro
will present her own show, ‘Heavenly Hits’ accompanied on
piano by Jean-Guy Comeau on Dec. 28 at 4 p.m..
Join the New Year’s Eve Celebration - Dinner & Show at
Incanto starting at 5 p.m. with Dennis Crow on piano. Two

dinner seatings (7 & 8:15 p.m.) with entertainment by The Red
Suitcases band starting at 7:30 p.m.. Vallarta showman Dwight
Blake will perform at 10 p.m. in the main theater, featuring 70s
& 80s Disco, followed by an after party and celebratory toast at
midnight. Pre-paid reservations are requested. Visit Buy Tickets
Now on Incanto’s website.
Hit stage comedy Buyer & Cellar is now playing to great
reviews for a limited run through Dec.
28. Starring César Bravo and directed by
Alain Perreault, it’s an outrageous comedy
about an underemployed actor who goes to
work in Barbra Streisand’s Malibu, Calif.,
basement. “Hilarious! Beyond brilliant.
This show will go down like butta!” —
Entertainment Weekly.
‘Greater Tuna’, starring Ron Spencer
and Tracy Parks, plays through midJanuary. With over twenty characters
played by just two actors with forty-two
costume changes, it’s a wild, fun ride
to smalltown Tuna, TX, chock-full of
hilarious comedy. This time directed by
the award-winning Karen Baker.
Jazz/blues singer Hannah Brady will
perform on Fridays from 7-9 p.m. in the piano bar. New to Incanto,
Hannah is an accomplished dancer and vocalist from New York.
She has a notable entertainment resume and a very impressive
vocal range. She will be accompanied by Adel on piano.
Jean-Guy Comeau plays piano on Mondays and Thursdays 5-7
p.m.. Joby Hernandez sings and plays guitar on Mondays at 7:30
p.m. and on Wednesdays at 5 p.m.. Stolie plays ‘Acoustic Tuesdays’
for Happy Hour at 5 p.m.. Latcho & Andrea: The Blond Gypsies play
select Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the cabaret theater. Tongo plays Latin/
Cuban rhythms on his handmade instruments on Tuesdays at 7:30
p.m.. The Red Suitcases band plays on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m..
Open Mic is on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. co-hosted by Tracy Parks and
Beverly Fairfax. ‘The Joanie Show’ starring Joan Houston with Bob
Bruneau plays on Fridays at 5 p.m.. Singer/guitarist Gabriel Reyes
plays on Fridays at 9 p.m. and Saturdays at 10 p.m.. Loteria with
Pearl and Bev will be held on Saturday, Dec. 16 at 4 p.m.. Pearl’s
Gurlz Drag Revue plays on select Saturdays at 9:30 p.m.. Sing-along with pianist Dennis Crow playing standards and showtunes on
Sundays at 5 p.m. and Wednesdays at 10 p.m.. The ‘MexiCanada’
band plays on Sundays at 7:30 p.m. in the piano bar, with Salsa
dancing/lessons with Francisco Ledezma starting at 8 p.m..

Tickets are available at www.IncantoVallarta.com with no online fees. Box Office hours are 9 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. daily. Casual dining is always available
with Salvatore playing piano mornings starting at 10 a.m. Happy Hour 2-6 p.m. Contact General Manager Gilberto Figueroa for group and special
event bookings at gilberto.incanto@gmail.com Incanto is located at 109 Insurgentes (at the Rio Cuale). Please call 223-9756 for reservations.
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(See location number on Central Map)

Acclaimed director Richard Jones
(Boris Godunov, Il trittico) directs
a new production of Puccini’s La
Bohème.
Irresistible in its witty,
passionate blend of comedy and
tragedy, the opera focusses on the lives
of a group of young artists as they
eke out an existence on the bohemian
fringes of Paris. Jones brings his
characteristically acute insight to this much-loved classic, visualized in
Stewart Laing’s spectacular, stylized designs.
When Rodolfo, a penniless poet, meets Mimì, a seamstress, they fall
instantly in love. But their happiness is threatened when Rodolfo learns
that Mimì is gravely ill. Rodolfo is painfully aware that he cannot afford the
medicine and care Mimì needs, and so separates from her. As her sickness
takes hold Mimì returns to Rodolfo’s garret. They are joyfully reunited –
but, despite the care of Rodolfo and his friends, Mimì dies.
Puccini’s romantic depiction of bohemian Paris, with wonderful music
and a love story drawn from everyday life, has captivated audiences around
the world, making La Bohème one of the best-loved of all operas.
The performance, sung in Italian with English subtitles, lasts about 2-½
hours, including one interval. This transmission from the Royal Opera
House begins at 12 noon on Saturday, December 16th, at Teatro Vallarta,
located at 184 Uruguay downtown.

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)
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Act II gives back with a special toy drive and donation program. On Wednesday, December 20th, Act II
Entertainment will present a special production of It’s A Wonderful Life. Bring an unwrapped toy for Christmas
at the Dump, organized every year by PV resident and last year’s Act II Person of the year, Freda Thompson.
Act II will also give 100 pesos for every ticket sold. Get your tickets now at www.act2pv.com

A Musical Review of the music
of Rodgers & Hammerstein,
set in a special Christmas time
Stage-play/Musical
Opening Night – Friday,
December 22 – PARTY at 6 /
SHOW 7 p.m. (Main Stage)
December 25, 29 – 7 p.m.
January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 – 7 p.m.
More than any composer and
lyricist who have written for the
stage, the songs of Rodgers &
Hammerstein have become an
integral part of our everyday lives.
We sing them in the shower, we
dance to them in ballrooms, we hear
them on the radio and in club… and,
yes, in elevators and supermarkets
too. We still thrill to them on the
live stage in their respective shows,
and we teach them to our children.
This
stunning
collection
of Rodgers & Hammerstein
compositions places four of PV’s
best singers, world famous Soprano
Vanessa Amaro, with Kami
Desilets, Hal Bonta and Alfonso
Lopez, along with their live
accompanists, Rhonda Padmos
(on piano) and Don Padmos (on
bass), in a theatrical setting. First,
they are “backstage”, where
the songs are sung as personal
interplay, and then “on stage” where
the songs are “performed” for the
audience. Of course, the songs
themselves are the most important
elements. Each singer must bring
his or her own style and personality
to the songs and the situations in

The BEST week of entertainment with the OPENING
NIGHT of the most anticipated musical review, Some
Enchanted Evening, starring world-renowned Soprano
Venessa Amaro as well as welcoming from RuPaul’s
Drag Race Darienne Lake and Mrs. Kasha Davis!
Act II Entertainment - 3 Rooms, 3 Stages
out of context …like listening to
the music and lyrics for the first
time. Remember that the lyrics

which they are set. The performers
play themselves - a wonderful
opportunity for them to explore
the songs within their own styles,
rather than within the boundaries of
the original characters.
The first act uses the songs
as dialogue and explores the
relationships between the six
personalities. The second act is
really a collection of their own
ideas and points-of-view about
love…. of all kinds. Although it is
an act of individual performances,
eventually all four performers come
together for a grand celebration
of the Rodgers and Hammerstein
classic songs.
For the audience, as well as
the singers, this musical revue
is an opportunity to examine
familiar songs more closely and

were written first and the music
followed. But above all, let the
songs be “stars.” They don’t need
gimmicks and glitter, just four
winning performers who will fall
in love with each other… and the
songs… then will share all of this
love with the audience! Directed
by Act II Co-Artistic Director
Alfonso Lopez.

“Very impressed with the theatre. Managed exceptionally well.
Great venue for PV, adds to the city’s charm of being a great place
to go, offers many shows. Reasonably priced. This will be a
regular stop for me.” - Paul B, Trip Advisor 12/5/17
“What an incredibly friendly place, run by people that clearly
care and want to have a positive impact for those who live here and
those who visit. So welcoming and such a variety of shows, artists
and entertainment on their programme! If only everywhere had a
place like this!” - Tom J, Trip Advisor 11/15/17
“THE place for wonderful entertainment in Puerto Vallarta!” Trip Advisor
“You just can’t beat the price for such high caliber entertainment.”
- Trip Advisor
“Act II entertainment, with the Red Room and Main Stage and
the lovely Encore bar, is one of the best entertainment venues in
Puerto Vallarta.” - Trip Advisor
“The small, intimate Red Room makes interaction with the
entertainers easy and fun!” - Trip Advisor
“Act II has the best cabaret in town, featuring some of the best artists
from New York, LA, and everywhere in between!” - Trip Advisor
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Friday, December 15
“The Eric Clapton Show,”
featuring Cesar Medina – 5 p.m.
Eli Estrada – Encore Lounge
(No cover) – 5 p.m.
“Christmas Potpourri,” featuring
PVGMC (Puerto Vallarta
Gay Men’s Chorus) – 8 p.m.
“The Linda Ronstadt Show,”
starring Brittany Kingery – 7:30 p.m.
OPENING NIGHT!
“Bosom Buddies,” featuring TV’s
RuPaul Drag Race Stars, Darienne
Lake & Mrs. Kasha Davis,
PARTY 8:30 / SHOW 9:30 p.m.
Saturday, December 16
Encore Lounge (No cover) – 6 p.m.
“Rocky Horror Show” – 7 p.m.
“Motown and Beyond,” starring
Diana Villamonte – 7:30 p.m.
“Drag 101,” starring Delighted
Tobehere – 9:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 17
Yara Di Leo – Encore Lounge
(No cover) – 6 p.m.
“Legends of the 50’s and 60’s,”
starring Paul Fracassi – 7:30 p.m.
“Bosom Buddies,” featuring TV’s
RuPaul Drag Race stars, Darienne
Lake & Mrs. Kasha Davis – 9:30 p.m.
Monday, December 18
“The Eric Clapton Show,”
starring Cesar Medina – 5 p.m.
Emperatriz – Encore Lounge
(No cover) – 6 p.m.
“Little Miss Sunshine,” starring
Brittany Kingery – 7:30 p.m.
“Big and Loud,”
starring Mama Tits – 9:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 19
Emperatriz – Encore Lounge
(No cover) – 6 p.m.
“Rocky Horror Show” – 7 p.m.
“Us Two,” Noemi Plascencia
and Daniel Celis – 7:30 p.m.
“Bosom Buddies,” featuring TV’s
RuPaul Drag Race stars, Darienne
Lake & Mrs. Kasha Davis – 9:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 20
Eli Estrada – Encore Lounge
(No cover) – 6 p.m.
“It’s a Wonderful Life” – 7 p.m.
“Walk Like a Man” starring Paul
Fracassi – 7:30 p.m.
“Big and Loud,”
featuring Mama Tits – 9:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 21
Emperatriz - Encore Lounge
(No cover) – 6 p.m.
“Rocky Horror Show” – 7 p.m.
“Us Two,” Noemi Plascencia
and Daniel Celis – 7:30 p.m.
“Drag 101” featuring Delighted
Tobehere – 9:30 p.m.

Featuring TV’s RuPaul Drag Race,
Darienne Lake and Mrs. Kasha Davis!
Opening Night, Friday, December
15 – Party 8:30 / Show – 9:30 p.m.
Dec. 17, 19, 22, 24, 26 – 9:30 p.m.

For the first time in Act II “herstory,” we have TWO RuPaul Drag
Race superstars, Darienne Lake
and Mrs. Kasha Davis performing
together on our stage! RuPaul’s
Drag Race is a very popular
American reality competition
television series that is on the
search for “America’s Next Drag
SuperStar!” RuPaul’s Drag Race
employs a panel of judges who
critique contestants’ progress
throughout the competition.
Darienne Lake is from Rochester,
NY. She was a top 4 finalist from
Season 6 of the RuPaul show.
When deciding what drag name she
should use, many thought her name
should be Tracy Turnblad because
she kind of looked like Ricki Lake
from Hairspray. She didn’t want
to use someone else’s name, so
her friend suggested Darien Lake
(Ricki Lake’s love child with the
amusement park outside Buffalo,

NY). She thought, “Well, I am two
tons of fun,” so she spelled her new
name Darienne Lake! Darienne is
well known for her sense of humor.
She loves hosting shows, Vaudeville
entertainment and telling jokes!
Mrs. Kasha Davis is also from
Rochester, NY. She is married
to “Mr. Davis, and calls herself
“RuPaul’s First Housewife.” She
bakes the perfect apple pie and
makes a mean martini without ever
messing up her hair. A contestant
on Season 7 of RuPaul, she got
eliminated early on, but got bonus
points for her impromptu Joan
Rivers impression during the
show’s mini-challenge. She loves
doing cabaret shows, and is well
known for sharing glimpses into
her life through a myriad of classic
songs and stories.
What a fabulous pair! Together,
Bosom Buddies, Darienne Lake and
Mrs. Kasha Davis, are dynamite
on the Red Room stage! Their
mixture of velvety smooth vocal
stylings, wisecracks, and spot-on
lip synchs will keep you in stitches
from start to finish. This is a oncein-a-lifetime chance to see “herstory” in action!
“They keep coming back”
(McDonald’s)
“I love that Bitch Darienne
...who’s Kasha?” (Bianca Del Rio)
“Darienne & MKD Sashay
Away” (Rupaul)
“Better than a root canal!”
(Delighted Tobehere)

Live singing, stories and
side-splitting comedy,
featuring drag diva, Mama Tits
Every Monday & Wednesday
Nights – 9:30 p.m.

In this all-new drag show,
“Big and Loud,” Mama Tits is

guaranteed to take you on a wild
journey, complete with incredible
live singing, hilarious stories,
and side-splitting comedy! This
year, Mama Tits has turned things
up a notch, too, by adding live
accompaniment! Mama Tits is
one of the top drag divas of Puerto
Vallarta and Seattle, with sold-out
shows almost every night. She
is known for her buttery smooth
voice and soulful blues sound. Her
shows have become a notorious
“destination,” forever changing
drag cabaret entertainment!
“MamaTits is probably the best
[drag queen] I’ve seen to date.
She’s funny, entertaining, and had
an authentic uplifting positive selfaffirming message.” - Trip Advisor

“Mama Tit’s show was an
emotional, spiritual journey for the
whole audience … I had seen her
amazing show last year as well,
and she brought a completely new
show! … The show was amazing;
she articulately balanced being
funny, serious, and inspirational
all into a music-filled 75-minute
show.” - Trip Advisor
“What an awesome venue to
really see some good cabaret
theater and Mama Tits was the
ticket. Hilarious good time comedy
and singing with a message. “Live
your truth”. Can’t wait to return
for more shows. - BrandonM, Trip
Advisor 12/4/17
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Puerto Vallarta Gay Men’s Chorus
Holiday Concert
One Show Left! Friday,
December 15 – 8 p.m.

Stories, gossip, comedy and live
singing, featuring the fabulous
Delighted Tobehere
December 16, 21, 23 – 9:30 p.m.

An evening of Eric Clapton music,
featuring Cesar Medina
Shows every Monday and
Friday Evenings – 5 p.m.

Local musical sensation César
Medina presents the music of one
of his favorite musical legends,
Eric Clapton! An experienced and
talented musician himself, César
has performed alongside many
Vallarta celebrities, including
Brittany Kingery and Elvis
Morales. César takes on one of the
world’s finest guitarists in this Eric
Clapton show and he KILLS it with
his incredible guitar-playing! If
you love the feeling of “I Shot the

(See location number on Central Map)

Delighted Tobehere will leave
nothing to the imagination as she
reveals ALL of drag’s best kept
secrets! She’ll pull from her more
than 16 years of experience to give
you a behind-the-scenes look at the
world of drag! Personal stories,
gossip, pro tips, how to’s, audience
participation, side-splitting comedy,
and yes… 100% live singing
entertainment! The judge’s loved
her on America’s Got Talent, Pam
Ann thinks she’s hilarious, and you

loved her last season… so, she’s
back! Get your tickets today! You’ll
be “delighted” you did!
“I attended Delightedtobehere’s
performance in Puerto Vallarta
tonight and I was indeed delighted!
Funny, poignant, engaging--the
audience members had a blast.
I learned a lot too! What a great
singer and stage actor he is!” Daniel D, Trip Advisor 12/3/17
“Delighted
ToBeHere
is
absolutely divine and this show is
wonderful. Delighted walks you
through the joys and struggles of
being a drag queen while being
completely irreverent and funny,
and telling a few home truths
along the way. Fabulous voice
and stunning transformation.
Definitely recommended while you
are in PV this season.” - Charley
175, TripAdvisor 12/3/17
“I see a lot of theatre, including
drag shows. This is not a drag
show, although it is titled Drag
101. It was entertainment that

everyone could have fun with.
My very straight and somewhat
conservative husband had a blast
and I think it was in the top 10 of all
the hundreds of shows I have seen.
- JER58, TripAdvisor 11/28/17
“He gave us a brief look at how
difficult his acceptance of himself
was. He took us through what he
does to become an amazing she.
Four pantyhose to keep everything
in place. I was in stitches. He
quoted Dolly - “It takes a lot of
money to look this cheap”. Great
voice, great theatrics, but like I said,
just amazing entertainment. Best I
have seen in a long, long time.” Jer58, TripAdvisor 11/25/17

(See location number on Central Map)

The Puerto Vallarta Gay Men’s
Chorus
(PVGMC),
directed
by Alfonso Lopez, presents
“Christmas Potpourri,” its annual
holiday musical celebration on
December 10, 13 & 15 at Act II
Stages! The chorus will present
a merry mixture of traditional
Mexican, American and Canadian
carols, as well as some beloved
sacred music, Hanukkah songs and
fun pop songs.
Also, a merry mixture of
traditional Mexican, American,
and Canadian carols, as well as
some beloved sacred music and fun
pop songs.
The PVGMC chorus uses the
talents of gay men from Mexico,
the U.S. and Canada. They perform

choral music that entertains,
enlightens
and
unifies
the
audience, as well as its members,
while building bridges of greater
understanding, acceptance and love
between communities, cultures,
families, and friends. They are
warmly embraced by the local
Mexican and Ex-Pat community,
as well as tourists of both cultures.
This time of year brings back
recollection of some of the most
memorable times spent with family
and friends. Buy your ticket today
at www.act2pv.com and celebrate
the most magical season of the year
with the PVGMC! And you might
want to brush up on some of your
favorites so that you can sing along!
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(with a special tribute
to Roy Orbison)
An evening of music from
the legends of the 50’s and
60’s, featuring Canadian Idol
Finalist, Paul Fracassi
Performing every
Sunday – 7:30 p.m.
(See separate page for info.)

with their blend of original and
cover music (all of our favorites).
I couldn’t believe what we saw!” Trip Advisor
“She’s even better than the writeups about her. Very refreshing
smile and genuine personality.
Venue is intimate. Her guitar
player is especially creative and her
drummer is totally in sync with her.
No booming bass to drown out the
balance of the group.” - Trip Advisor

An evening of original and cover
songs, featuring Troprock
Award-Winner, Brittany Kingery
Shows every Monday evening – 7:30 p.m.

Presented as a live,
1940’s radio broadcast
Just 3 shows left: December 20,
24, 27 – 7 (Main Stage)

It’s a Wonderful Life is one of the
most well-known and heartwarming
Christmas stories ever! It is the
story of an angel that is sent from
Heaven to help a desperately
frustrated businessman by showing
him what life would have been
like if he had never existed. Act II
will bring this beloved American
holiday classic back to life as a live
1940s radio broadcast! Featuring
some of Puerto Vallarta’s favorite
actors, It’s a Wonderful Life’s
original twist, clever use of props,
entertaining voices and a love story
that you want to see over and over
again, creates a fresh and inventive
way of reconnecting with a classic
story of love and redemption.

Brittany Kingery, the “Darling of
Vallarta” (and chart-topping, awardwinning vocalist extraordinaire)
brings her sweet, soaring voice and
all-live band to Act II every Monday
evening at 7:30 p.m. Originally
from Washington state, now residing
in Vallarta, Brittany is in her THIRD
season at ACT II. She is a four-time
award-winning vocalist who has
followed her dreams. She is a fivetime Troprock Music Award winner,
winning Female Vocalist of the Year
in 2015, 2016 and 2017, Song of
the Year in 2015 and the Horizon
Award in 2015. She has released
two CDs of her original tropicalinspired music, Edge of the Ocean
(2013) and Dream in Blue (2014),
and she spends the summer months
performing in the U.S. and Canada.
“Such a great show! We love her
voice, her songs and her musicians
are great too. We have seen her show
multiple times last year and this year
we will too. Go see her, you won’t
be disappointed ❤! Dilly, Dilly!” Lindgum, TripAdvisor 11/15/17
“We saw amazing posters outside
of Act II Red Room for an awardwinning vocalist and decided
this would be our date night for
vacation! We are SO glad we did!
Brittany is everything they acclaim.
She and her band blew us away

A musical tribute to the great
leading ladies of Motown and
Beyond, featuring
Diana Villamonte
Shows every Saturday
evening – 7:30 p.m.
(Saturday, Dec. 30th - 5 p.m.)

The amazing Diana Villamonte
presents “Motown and Beyond!” a
musical tribute to the great ladies of
Motown and Beyond, such as Diana
Ross, Shirley Bassey, Whitney
Houston, Anita Ward, Etta James,

Nina Simone, Aretha Franklin and
Donna Summer!
This young lady is one of the most
talented people that has ever crossed
our stage! After a sold-out preview
of her show this past summer, she was
described as “powerful, charming,
beautiful,
stunning,
polished,
mesmerizing and stunning.” She
blew the audience away with her huge
vocals and passionate interpretations,
and she grabbed the audience and
never let go.
Diana is a reality TV star/musician
in Central America, and she already
has a huge fan base here in Puerto
Vallarta! We are beyond excited
that she has agreed to perform here
at Act II, so we invite you to get your
tickets now for one of her shows
here at Act II Stages! We promise
you will never forget her!
“A Star is Born! Diana Villamonte
puts on one of the best shows we
have ever seen in Puerto Vallarta.
Her voice, song selection and stage
presence as she nails each and every
artist are brilliant and mesmerizing.
She definitely ranks among the
great talents that have blessed the
expanding entertainment venues in
Puerto Vallarta!” - Trip Advisor
“Stunning is the word. It sums
up what Diana does onstage to her
onlookers. Word has been circulating
that she was a fine singer, a new force
and how intensely talented this young
lady is, but Stunning is the best way
to describe this evening at The Red
Room Cabaret.” - Gary A. Beck

(See location number on Central Map)

Sheriff,” “Tears in Heaven,” and
“Sunshine of Your Love,” as well
as Clapton’s other songs, this is
the perfect blend…. songs that you
love are improvised with the fresh
sound of classic blues!
“We went to opening night of
Cesar’s Eric Clapton show and to
put it mildly it was AWESOME! If
we lived in Vallarta we would be
seeing every performance, can’t
wait until we’re back. Cesar is a
performer that truly has an amazing
gift and enjoys sharing it with
everyone!” - Trip Advisor
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A musical tribute to the timeless
music of Linda Ronstadt, featuring
Brittany Kingery
Shows every Friday evening –
7:30 p.m.

Remastered arrangements of
classic favorites, featuring Daniel Celis
and Noemi Plascencia and band.
December 19, 21 – 7:30 p.m.
December 26, 28 - 5 p.m.

Us Two takes its place as the
number one musical group in Puerto
Vallarta, with a hugely successful
show twice every week! Puerto
Vallarta has fallen in love with this
smashing duo with the soft, sexy beat
and harmonious vocals. As soon as
they open their mouths, audiences

up with your friends.” - PamofOak,
TripAdvisor 11/15/17
“Smash Hit of our town! This is
a must, must see!” - Gary Beck of
Beck’s Best
“There is only one word that
comes to my mind about Ustwo,
Daniel Noemi and their amazing
performance last night in The Red
Room Cabaret: “Phenomenal!”
- David Wilhoit, Puerto Vallarta

The music of Frankie Valli
and the Four Seasons,
featuring Canadian Idol
Finalist, Paul Fracassi
Performing every
Wednesday – 7:30 p.m.
(See separate page for info)

The Act II Entertainment Stages complex is located on
the 2nd floor at 300 Insurgentes (corner of Basilio Badillo),
in the Romantic Zone on the south side of town. Tel.:
222-1512. Tickets can be purchased at www.act2pv.
com The box office opens daily at 10 a.m., and there is
a second box office across the street from Garbo’s on
Pulpito Street. Don’t forget, for more information about
shows, or to buy tickets, go to www.act2pv.com

(See location number on Central Map)

Do you remember these songs?
Blue Bayou…You’re No Good…
Poor, Poor, Pitiful Me… Just One
Look… Alison… Heatwave… It’s
So Easy… Desperado?!?
Every Friday evening, the
lovely Brittany Kingery presents
her sensational show, “The Linda
Ronstadt Show,” a tribute to the
timeless music of living legend,
Linda Ronstadt!   
“We went to Act II to see
Brittany Kingery’s tribute to Linda
Ronstadt. It was excellent. Brittany
is not only a great vocalist (one of
the best I have seen in a long time),
but she was entertaining and had a
solid band backing her up!” - Trip
Advisor

are mesmerized. Daniel and Noemi
sing remastered arrangements of
classic favorites, from bands such
as Mamas and Papas, Abba, Beatles,
Journey, Cat Stevens, Culture Club,
Air Supply, and many more. People
are raving about the absolute unique
beauty of their sound.
“This duo is an absolute must
to see... high energy, intimate,
sensual... all that is needed to make
their show incredibly enjoyable... it
is a show you can see over and over
without ever tiring of it... they’ve
put everything they have into it...
not to be missed...” - Robert D,
TripAdvisor 11/10/2017
“2017 is going to be a great
season! We have seen Us Two and
Rocky Horror. Both are must see
shows. Be sure to add this venue
to your vacation in PV. If you live
here, it is the perfect spot to meet
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Puerto Vallarta was treated with
a special set of performances titled
“Jingle Balls” which introduced
many PV locals to the festive side of
Amy Armstrong, Branden & James
and Nate Buccieri. As we head full
swing into the Christmas Season, you
can catch these exciting performers
throughout the next few weeks,
perhaps treating the audience to a
holiday tune or two.
Livin’ La Diva Loca features
Entertainment Director and performer
Amy Armstrong. This week she will
be accompanied by Nate Buccieri.
Check box office for her shows with
Piel Canela and Branden & James.
Every show is different and features
not only fine music but humor
floating all over the room. Amy will
host a Christmas Day, December 25
show at 7 p.m. with invited artists.
Gypsy Rumba is the house band
led by singer/songwriter Cheko
Ruiz. Their music combines gypsy,
Latin pop and classics, flamenco and
self-penned tunes. The group of five
is “tight, well-synched and ready
to raise the roof with its crashing
rhythms and vocals. Much of the
pleasure comes from watching and
hearing their working off each other,
ad-libbing the chords and music.”
Ty Herdon, Grammy Award
nominee in the country music field,
is strong-voiced with every song he
sings sounding like a surefire smash.
He is personable and friendly. Puerto
Vallarta welcomes him to our stage. He
opens December 14. “If I haven’t lived
it, I haven’t sung it” as Herndon says,
with a career spanning two decades
and over twenty charted singles.
We are thrilled to welcome Marti
Gould Cummings. Based in New
York, she is the recipient of many
awards for female impersonation.
She says, “Drag in itself is a form
of political resistance.”
She is
a cabaret performer, talk show
hostess and tireless worker for the
LGBT community. Christmas Day,
December 25 at 9:30 p.m. will feature
her uproarious show. She is currently
co-producing and starring in “Shade:
Queens of NYC” on Fusion Network

(See location number on Central Map)
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and serving as President of the Hell’s
Kitchen Democrats.
Paige Turner returns to our
community offering her terrific show.
Residing in New York, she opens her
run on The Palm Cabaret stage on
New Year’s Day, January 1 at 7 p.m.
She is a comic and semi-dramatic
actress, certain to cause some roars
in the congregated assembly.
Joe Posa arrives as Joan Rivers.
Watch this superstar glide through the
classic lines of that icon. Joe began
as a dancer at six, went on to study
acting at the American Academy of
Dramatic Arts in NYC performing
in numerous stage productions, films
and TV shows. He later launched
his career as one of the top character
impersonators. Joe met Joan and told
her “I am doing you in my show just
down the street but of course I always
do you respectfully”. To which Joan
said, “you can do me disrespectfully”.
Over the last few years, Joe has had
the honor of working with Scott
Townsend, arguably the top Cher
impersonator in the world. Together
they created the show “An Evening
at The Bird Cage”. In addition to
Joan Rivers, Joe also performs as
Liza Minnelli and Barbra Streisand.
Piel Canela is an extremely fine
guitar duo composed of lead singer
and guitarist Eduardo León and
Fernando Huerta González rhythm
guitarist and backup vocals. They
display their fine guitar work and
vocals which have endeared them to
a vast following. In addition, the pair
works with Kim Kuzma. Amy enjoys
her performances with them which
bring forth the Latin beat and sound.
Please note: The Palm Cabaret will
be closed on Sunday, Christmas Eve,
December 24. The Palm Cabaret &
Bar wish everyone a safe and happy
holiday season.
For tickets and show times,
please stop by with Alex at the box
office at The Palm Cabaret located
at 508 Olas Altas in the Romantic
Zone on the south side of town.
www.thepalmcabaret.com
Email:
boxoffice@thepalmcabaret.com
Tel.: 222-0200.
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Publicity Director

“A Crooner’s Christmas” will
celebrate the classic holiday songs
you forgot you loved, December
21, 22, and 23 at 6 p.m. Francis
Dey, “The Son of the Rat Pack,”
continues to dazzle the stage in
his one-man singing shows. The
Vegas-style entertainer has “the
voice of Frank Sinatra, and the
dance moves of Michael Jackson”with lots of engaging stories to
share about his long career in show
business around the world. To learn
more about him and hear clips, visit
www.francisdeymusic.com
Mauricio Andrade brings you New
Year’s Eve Magic, with a special
Dec. 31 show at 6 p.m. The illusionist
and magician is back to entertain with
his unique blend of interactive fun.
His sleight-of-hand surprises leave
everyone mesmerized.
Local vocalist Yara Di Leo
portrays Cinderella in our
upcoming production of “Into
the Woods (Lite)”. A native
of Guadalajara, Yara has been
singing as long as she’s talked.
Her portrayal of Cinderella brings
with it all the youth, innocence and
sweetness you would expect from
a fairy tale character. Yet coupled
with the clarity and power of her
voice, she is truly enchanting.
Yara has been a finalist in “The
Voice of Vallarta,” and sings at other
venues in Puerto Vallarta. Come
see Yara and 15 other budding stars
for this light-hearted, fast-moving,
trimmed-down production, and
watch your favorite fairy tale
characters come alive.
Ralph
Hyman directs this tale of witches,
curses, wolves and redemption. A
free Preview Gala is Wednesday,

December 27, and the show runs the
following three weeks - Thursdays,
Fridays and Saturdays at 6 p.m.,
closing January 13.
December 19 is your last chance
to catch the little surprises Mikki
Prost pulls out in “Little Bits.”
It is the newest production by
the singer, actress, dancer, and
tribute artist. She has created and
performed shows celebrating the
music and lives of Patsy Cline,
Brenda Lee, and Connie Francis
for The Boutique. “A special night
of glowing joy” is what reviewer
Gary R. Beck is calling “Little
Bits.” “Mikki’s voice was at its
top, and the trip she took us on was
full of memories and great music.”
Her shows are Tuesdays at 6 p.m.
In January 2018, Mikki will bring
back her Patsy Cline tribute shows
in that time slot.
Mikki will also star in a different
kind of one-woman show in
January, directed by Barbara
J. Harris. “You Caught Me
Dancing” will be celebrated with a
free Preview Gala on Jan. 17. The
show will run Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays at 6 p.m., concluding
Jan. 27.
Elvis Presley once said, “Gospel
music is the purest thing on
earth.” On January 7, a gospel
inspirational show will feature two
top award-winning Elvis tribute
artists, Rob Knight and Jaedyn
Pilon. Jaedyn is just 15 years old,
and is rapidly gaining notoriety.
This one-time-only show will be
a 4 p.m. Matinée, and guests from
overseas are already securing their
tickets. The performance features
the beautiful music Elvis was
drawn to as a child, and turned to
during the trials and tribulations in
his life.

Open Mic Nights are planned
the last Tuesdays of each month, at
6 p.m., Dec. 27, through March 27.
Admission is just 50 pesos, free for
anyone performing.
TED Talk Tuesdays bring
together people who love learning,
with local experts in a variety
of fields and pursuits. Talks are
from 9 to 11 a.m., every other
Tuesday, through the season. On
Dec. 19, Marcella Castellanos
is the presenter. She is a Health
Coach, Activist, and Workshop
Facilitator, sharing how to
“Revitalize
Your
Energy,
Recharge Your Life: Five ways to
lose weight, feel great, and look
10 years younger.”
And on January 9, Michael
Lindner will share ways to keep
our minds sharp. He is a CEO,
Palliative Care Nurse, and Classical
Musician. “Dementia, You’re Not
the Boss of Me!” is his topic.

About The Boutique
Dinner Theatre
The theater is located
upstairs at Nacho Daddy,
287 Basilio Badillo, in the
Romantic Zone on the south
side of town.
Theater and concert-lovers
can also enjoy dinner an hour
before each show. Choose
from Fillet Mignon, Chicken
Cordon Bleu (with potato and
vegetables), or a vegetarian
Chile Relleno (with rice and
beans). The delicious meals
include a salad and dessert.
Follow The Boutique Dinner
Theatre on Facebook. For
tickets, please go to:
www.btpv.org

(See location number on Central Map)

Catherine Caldera
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A Musical Comedy Science Fiction Stage Play
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays – 7 p.m.

Vallarta has fallen in love with the “Rocky Horror Show”…. Again!
More reviews of the “Rocky Horror Show:”
“What a fun and zany production of the
Rocky Horror Show. Loads of laughs with
great singing, acting, dancing, costumes, and
a superb Frank-N-Furter. If you are familiar
with this cult classic movie, this is a must see!”
- DeanMcIntyre, TripAdvisor 12/3/17
“We live in the area and this was the first
show we had scene at Act II. It was AMAZING!
The whole experience was excellent - easy
online ticket purchase, great seats, great drinks
and service, and most importantly a world class
production of our favorite musical of all time!
The actors were fabulous - great performers and
singers; the costumes and stages were very well
done; the whole experience was “a Night Out”
we will remember for a long time! We loved
that the whole cast was in the lobby after curtain
call to say hi and take photos, and there was a
beautiful caberet-style piano bar on the other
side of the theater to enjoy a drink after. We
will definitely be back to see this performance
again as well as others at Act II!!” - AndreaV,
TripAdvisor 12/3/17
“So much fun! Gabe Arcineaga was born to
play Frankenfurter! The energy was fantastic! Go
see this show!” - Thomas Carroll, Puerto Vallarta
“Small, intimate, theater experience. I did
not know what to expect, but was beyond
surprised and happy at the quality of the
performers...especially Gabe Arciniega as Dr.
Frank N. Furter, Maria Rose as Magenta and
Kami Desilets as Columbia. Gabe gave life
to the character. We all make comparisons to
the iconic Tim Curry performance in the film
version of the musical, but I was so happy to see
an actor go all out owning the sweet transvestite
role. I gave him a big, sweaty hug as I exited the
theater. The show is playing through December,
so if you find yourself in PV before the show

closes, please do yourself and favor and go see
it.” - David GO1, TripAdvisor 12/4/17
“The best show yet in PV. Great cast and
show! - Doug Thiel, Sr., Puerto Vallarta
“More than Awesome. Alfonso López does it
again. Another hit show and a cast of wonders.”
- David Wilhoit, Puerto Vallarta
“I am still floating around in a delicious
Time Warp! … Everybody in the place was
stomping, clapping hooting and hollering with
joy!” - Cherry DeLorenzo, Boca de Tomatlan
“Great sets, great colorful and sparkly
costumes, great acting, great energy! Non-stop
fun from start to finish! This show is a HIT!” Marsha Ward, Marina Vallarta
“It was such fun! Congratulations Danny and
all the cast onstage and back. Also loved the
theatre revamp (especially the new curtains)!” Jan Dorland, Puerto Vallarta
5 out of 5 stars (Trip Advisor) - “This has
to be one of the most fantastic set designs
I’ve seen yet from Act2 entertainment! … the
producers have found a way to bring innovation
and quality to a level unseen outside of big
budget productions… great choreography and
costume design, the show wows the audience
and entices you to be immersed into the
enchanting time warp of Frankenfurter. Truly a
show not to be missed!”
5 out of 5 stars (Trip Advisor) - “… From the
moment the show opened, it was obvious that
it was going to be a stunner. I’ve seen the show
before in larger venues and in bigger cities, but
this show was magnificent. The set design was
one of the best I’ve seen, the actors and singers
and dancers captured their roles perfectly. The
audience was charged, clapping, whooping it
up, laughing in the whole evening was just one
great big barrel of fun…”

(See location number on Central Map)

Act II’s newest stage play, “The Rocky Horror
Show,” is now playing to packed audiences and
rave reviews! This ultra-campy cult classic has
taken Vallarta by storm and is a humorous tribute
to the science fiction and horror B movies of the
late 1940s through the early 1970’s!
It tells the story of a newly engaged couple
getting caught in a storm and finding themselves
at the home of a mad transvestite scientist, Dr.
Frank N. Furter.
“Rocky Horror Show” is hilarious, gripping
and haunting, all at the same time. Many in the
audiences have come clad in their favorite cult
“Rocky” garb, and everyone loves the audience
participation of shout-outs and props! This
incredible show is directed by the amazing and
talented Alfonso López, with choreography by
Kami Desilets. This is a “must see” event in
Puerto Vallarta! After you have seen it once, you
will talk about it for the rest of your life!
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(See location number on Central Map)

on top of the world
in his 4th season
performing in
The Red Room
at Act II Stages

11

Paul Fracassi, one of Act II’s most
popular and talented artists, returns to Act
II for his fourth consecutive year, after a
record-breaking season last winter! His
very popular shows, Legends, Walk Like a
Man and 20th Century Crooners, sold more
tickets than any other performer in Vallarta
history! Paul is the consummate performer.
He bounds onto the stage and effortlessly
reaches soaring high notes that send chills and
thrills throughout his audience. He has added
new excitement to his shows with backup
singers and Vegas-style costumes that truly
complement his engaging delivery.
This “Jersey Kid” from Toronto, Canada,
managed to create a big fuss up in Canada as a
finalist in “Canadian Idol.” Shortly thereafter,
he created a “big fuss” in Puerto Vallarta, too, as
we fell in love with this wonderful, new singing
sensation! Legends of the 50’s and 60’s is a
stunning tribute to some of his favorite singers,
including Elvis, Frankie Valli, Frank Sinatra,
Davy Jones, Buddy Holly, Bobby Darin, Roy
Orbison and more. You will definitely find
yourself singing along and swaying in your seat
to this memorable music!
And… with a change in schedule to start the
New Year, Paul will add a brand new show, a
tribute to the music of the Bee Gees, Stayin’
Alive! Watch this space. Paul’s shows sell out
quickly, so it’s a good idea to get your tickets
now. Read what people are saying about him…
5 Stars – TripAdvisor – “Attended this show
last night & I must say it was like slipping back
to the early 60’s. Paul has an air about the way
he comes across on stage. He is funny, has a
great voice & really brings the Four Seasons

to life. He also has another show 20th Century
Crooners on Sunday night & we will attend it
also. Paul is a “must see” while in Puerto Vallarta.
A great evening. Act II Stages nailed it with
Paul!”
5 Stars – TripAdvisor – “I have now seen 2 of
Paul’s shows at Act II and loved both of them. He
has an amazing talent and a great stage presence.”
5 Stars – TripAdvisor – “We love the two stages
in this marvelous facility. And the lounge for
before your show is also a music venue! Always
a singer performing while you enjoy a beverage.
Superb staff covers the crowd without a hitch.
We’ve watched three shows and all a delight.
Paul Fracassi deserves special attention. His show
Walk Like A Man takes you to an era of never to
be forgotten “golden oldies” was good, but Paul
hits the notes even better! He has us dancing in
our seats. His next show The Crooners is a must
for us... the American Songbook of great classics.
The Red Room cabaret setting takes you nearly
on stage and has a great sound system. With two
fabulous background singers it’s a memorable
evening for the 60’s show. The main stage is for
larger productions. ... a treat for all theater goers.”
5 Stars – TripAdvisor – “Saw Paul Fracassi last
night at Act II Stages, he sang better than ever.
If you’re in PV, you should not miss any of his
shows each week. He is as close to Frankie Valli
as anyone I’ve seen! It’s a real treat to have him
back for the winter.” - Bob Hirsh
“Oh what a night “was the perfect ending to
another stellar performance by Paul Fracassi.
Oh what a show ....giving, at its best. Paul and
Camilla gave their all and then some in this
very high energy production. The audience was
thoroughly engaged and the evening culminated

in many enthusiastic fans joining Paul and
Camilla on stage, driven by the fervor of the
moment ....of course I was among them. All
the proceeds from the house seats as well as
generous donations throughout the evening
went toward brightening the holidays through
purchasing gifts for children and women in the
shelter. I keep saying how proud I am to be
part of such a giving community.... tonight is
just another such example. Not only did Paul
donate every single peso to the cause, but also
a very generous audience member matched
everything. “Oh what a night indeed”! I urge
everyone to see this.” - Georgia Darehshori
“It was an amazing night. One of his best
shows and that is a difficult call as they are all
so good. Remember there are still boxes for
food, clothing, toys, etc. for the shelter, in the
lobby until the 19th. Please help out any way
you can.” - Jim Davis
“Paul Fracassi did his show at The Red Room
Cabaret … New songs, original songs that he has
written and some of the best voice I have heard
from Paul Fracassi, ever. He was totally in his
element showing the showmanship that he offers
every show. BUT tonight was even more special
because this lovely, caring man, gave every
peso of his evening to the Banderas Women’s
Shelter… People were dancing on stage and
the whole The Red Room Cabaret was rocking
and singing and clapping… Paul Fracassi is an
Entertainer’s Entertainer, his music came from
the heart and he showed it so brightly tonight.
Enough from me, go see his 2 shows weekly,
“20th Century Crooners” and “Walk Like a
Man”, both at 7:30 at The Red Room Cabaret .
“Oh What A Night:!!!! – David Wilhoit
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(See location number on Central Map)

The 40-member Puerto Vallarta Chamber Orchestra will be offering Christmas
concerts at 8 p.m. on Sunday, December 17th, at the American School, located
at 129 Albatros in Marina Vallarta, and Monday, December 18th, at the Centro
Empresarial, 67 Paseo de los Cocoteros, in Nuevo Vallarta.
The program will feature Mozart’s Symphony 25 in G Major and Rossini’s
Barber of Seville, as well as big band jazz arrangements of Christmas-themed
music. Tickets will be available at the door - 150 pesos for adults, 50 pesos
students, 5 years or younger attend free. Come to celebrate the season and support
classical music in the Puerto Vallarta region.

(See location number on Central Map)

We’ve been waiting a long time, but it’s finally here. Gil
Gevins’ latest - his long-awaited and highly anticipated book,
1967. You can get your hands on this hysterical historical
novel at a special book signing on Thursday, December 21st,
from 6 to 9 p.m., at Lucy’s Cucu Cabaña (295 Basilio Badillo).
Without a doubt, it will be the literary event of the year.
Mr. Gevins has been writing his satirical columns and stories
in our local English language papers for over thirty years.
He has published four books, bringing the gift of laughter
to thousands of gratefully giggling readers. Often irreverent
and always entertaining, Mr. Gevins has a wonderful talent
for making us see the funny side of even the most mundane
situations.
His new novel, 1967, examines (from his quirky point of
view) the huge “hangover” following the “high” of the Summer
of Love in New York’s East Village. The style is vintage Gil:
Mark Twain meets Franz Kafka.
So, mark it on your calendar: Thursday, December 21st, from
6 to 9 p.m. at Lucy’s Cucu Cabaña (295 Basilio Badillo). If
you like to read and you like to laugh, this book was tailormade for you!
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to the consumer, our job however is the
cultural authenticity that guarantees
our clients that the artists we work with
actually live in the Sierra and participate

Galeria Colectika has taken on its most
ambitious project to date. Together with
a Dutch artist, Vincent Mock, we are
bringing a Megaloceros Gigantas (Irish
Elk) back to life. This 20,000-year-old
fossil was found in a quarry in Germany
and was purchased by Mock from a
paleontologist in France.
The deer is the most important deity
for the Huichol, it is considered to be
not only the spirit guide, but is also the
animal who thanklessly gives its life for
the tribe to survive.
The Megaloceros is the largest deer to
have walked the earth and even though
it became extinct over 20,000 years ago,
Mock wanted the Huichol to bring it back
to life through their traditional bead art to
educate people in Europe about the tribe.
The art has become very popular
over the years, but the culture itself is
suffering. Unfortunately, most of the art
in the shops and markets in Vallarta comes
from Huichol who have immigrated to
the city to be closer to the market. At
Galeria Colectika, our commitment is to
the culture. We like to leave aesthetics

in the ceremonies and rituals that make
up what it means to be Huichol.
If anyone is interested in learning
more about the Huichol and their
customs or wants to see how the work
on the Megaloceros is coming along,
please feel free to drop by to see our
collection, the museum of ceremonial
artifact or the fossil we are working on.
We are at 858 G. Sanchez, corner of
Allende, downtown, and are open from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. from Monday to Friday
and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday. The
downtown Artwalk is every Wednesday
and is a great way to check out downtown,
visiting the galleries and eating in the
local restaurants.
Tel.: 222-1007
Email: peyotepeople@yahoo.com
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Joe Harrington

MOVIES: I live in a rural area
– closest village less than three
thousand souls. Occasionally, no
new movie opens, which is what
happened this past` week.
That said, I will write about one
of my favorite seasonal movies A
Christmas Carol (1951) starring
Alistair Sim. Why this one and
not one of the many, many other
offerings
involving
Charles
Dickens’ classic tale? Because
it follows the original story very
closely. Does it take liberties? A
few. In one of the opening scenes,
Scrooge is eating his dinner in a
restaurant. He asks the waiter for
more bread. The servant says, “Hay
penny more.” Scrooge, with a face
that looks like it just had a lemon
squirted into it, says, “No more
bread.” This is not in the original
novella, but it shows in very few
words just how gigantic a miser this
guy is.
The role of Scrooge is one
coveted by many an actor. The
earliest visual I could find was Old
Scrooge (1923) starring Russell
Thorndike. Followed by Scrooge
– Russel Hicks; A Christmas Carol

– Reginald Owen; Scrooge (1970)
– Albert Finney; Rich Little’s
A Christmas Carol (1978); An
American Christmas Carol (1979) –
Henry Winkler; A Christmas Carol
(1984) George C. Scott; Scrooged
(1988) Bill Murray; Cicely Tyson
as Scrooge (1997); A Christmas
Carol (1999) Patrick Stewart; A
Diva’s Christmas Carol (2000) –
Vanessa Williams; A Christmas
Carol: the Musical (2004) – Kelsey
Grammar; Charles Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol (2012) – Vincent
Fegan; Scrooge & Marley (2012) –
David Pevsner and Mr. Scrooge to
See You (2013) – David Raprecht.
Not on this list are a dozen and a half
animated presentations featuring
everything from Alvin and the
Chipmunks to Disney’s A Christmas
Carol voiced by Jim Carrey – a
digital animated presentation.
MADNESS: First I must give
praise where praise is due: 228,000
jobs increase for the last month.
Sensational results for the Executive
Branch.
● On other fronts – First humbug:
years ago, the Supreme Court
ruled, in regards to Citizens United,

that corporations are to be treated
basically as people. Okay, then why
do they get to permanently keep the
largesse currently being ladled out
by the legislature and the rest of us –
who really are people (meaning we
someday die whereas corporations
do not) get porked in ten years?
Many will start getting porked
immediately.
An example: a
kindergarten teacher, because there
are no funds for supplies at her humble
school, generously purchases crayons
and coloring books for her young
charges. Under this tax reform, she
cannot deduct those purchases from
her gross income – not as part of her
job or as a chartable donation. When
the giant Exxon buys office supplies,
it will still write them off. Yet both
those entities are legally considered
people. The Fourteenth Amendment
demands all shall be treated equally
under the law.
● Second humbug:
POTUS
proved again he is against anything
Obama achieved with his trip to
Utah and the Bears Claws and
Grand Staircase Esplanade National
Parks. He removed almost 2 million
acres from protection. I can hear the
bulldozers warming up, the mining
drills boring down, the animals
scared witless, the… Oh, I forgot.
The Navaho Nation has treaties, and
more important, they have lawyers.
Look for another battle glorious in
trying to preserve something for
future citizens.
● Third humbug: Whopper of
the week: winner Newt Gingrich.
When the special counsel was first

appointed, Newt said, “Robert
Mueller is a superb choice to be
special counsel. His reputation
is impeccable for honesty and
integrity,” (May 17, 2017).
Last week Newt said in an
interview on FOX NEWS: “Mueller
is corrupt.” Definition of corrupt:
“Willingness to act dishonestly in
return for money or personal gain.”
Where’s the proof Mueller has acted
dishonestly? Newt offered none.
I guess it’s no longer necessary
to offer evidence when making
accusations – even those that are
defamation of character. Now okay
to just make the claim and plant a
false seed in listeners’ minds. Many
of FOX NEWS hosts are echoing
Newt’s claim that Mueller’s corrupt,
but also offering no proof. What
that tells me, especially after the
German bank agreed to turn over
all financial records requested
regarding the investigation, that
Mueller’s starting to hit some very
sensitive nerves.
It’s not like Mueller’s investigation
involves a leader fooling around
with a gal in a blue dress. This time
around it’s researching possible
obstruction of justice and collusion
to rig a presidential election.

Joe Harrington
Is an internationally published author and
documentary film director. He can be
reached with suggestions or criticisms at
JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com.
Artwork by Bob Crabb.
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Heather Wilson

8

When you go out for
dinner, of course you want
great food, service and value
in a pleasing environment.
But what if you could also
soak in the beauty of the
entire bay, the iconic Church
of Our Lady of Guadalupe
and romantic sunsets over
drinks? And enjoy 2 for 1
entrées every Tuesday and
Thursday, as well as 25%
off on Fridays, while being
serenaded by my long-time
favorite Jorge Acosta with the
million-dollar smile?
I’ve been coming to Chez
Elena since 1991, and broken
bread with many who also
very much appreciate owner
Gloria Whiting’s Old Vallartastyle approach in these days
of
pseudo-sophistication,
at prices to match. Warmly
welcoming every guest like
a long-lost friend, what great
stories she has to tell! John
Huston, Anthony Quinn
and other Hollywood types

were frequent visitors over
the restaurant’s 50 years in
operation. (And did you know
Gloria has done a lot of acting
herself?) Last week, I met
singer-songwriter
Spencer
Day at her table and we ended
up going to his show together
last night - those kinds of
connections happening all the
time here.
Now the food!
The Osso Bucco gets
raves! As does the Grilled
Shrimp, Black Bean Soup and
everything else on the menu.
And oh, the warm garlic
bread in a blessedly refillable
basket… Watching Marcello,
Jesse and the other great
waiters is such fun, especially
when preparing
Bananas
Flambéed and the house
specialty Café Mulatto at
your table - a dessert as well
as coffee, only better!   
Christmas and New Year’s
Eve are fast approaching and
I can truthfully say nobody
does a traditional holiday
meal better, the view of
fireworks all around the bay
can’t be beat, and the pricing
is surprisingly refreshing.
Chez Elena is located in the
intimate Cuatro Vientos Hotel
at 520 Matamoros, up the
hill, downtown. Tel.: 2220161
www.cuatrovientos.
com
Facebook: Gloria
CuatroVientos Whiting
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Anna Reisman

Sometimes, oftentimes here in

Vallarta, strange things happen.
Last Friday, I received a call from
the fellow who goes to the bus
terminal north of the airport to pick
up the latest issues of the Mirror.
He informed me that there had been
a major accident on the southbound
highway coming into town and no
vehicle could get through until the
road was cleared. I wasted nearly
the entire day, waiting. He finally
texted me again around 5 o’clock
to tell me that he had the papers
and could he drop them off. I said
no as I was going to see “Ripcord”
at The Boutique Theatre. Great
performances by the three lead
actors! Afterwards, my out-oftown friend and I walked over to Di
Vino for dinner. Another wonderful
experience, like always when we
dine there. And we watched the
parade of pilgrims passing by us on
Basilio Badillo, chanting, headed
by the Aztec dancers. Beautiful!
So there was no delivery of the
PV Mirror that Friday, for the first
time ever.
Saturday, my friend and I did most
of our usual Friday route. It was
interesting to hear the comments
from the condo concierges along
the road to Mismaloya. We had to
explain the situation to each and
every one of them. Once that was
done, we went to Archie’s Wok for
lunch. Excellent, like always. The
closest parking spot I found was
near Coco’s Kitchen. After lunch,
my friend went her way and I went
to the car, opened the door, put the
key in the ignition …no response.
Nothing. Not even a click. I
called a neighbor of mine who has
jumper cables. Bless him, he came

over right away,
hooked up the
batteries (causing
a traffic jam) and
…nothing. Not even a click. He
left and I called my insurance
company. They assured me that
someone would come “between 0
and 120 minutes” (no kidding). I
told them that I thought it must be
the starter as the boost didn’t work.
I sat on the steps, waiting.
After 120 minutes had elapsed,
they called me to tell me that the
mechanic had come but no one was
there so he left. I told the fellow
that it was impossible considering
that I had not moved from my
post. A minute later, a young man
appeared, identified himself, and
showed me his portable battery
booster. I said, “You know what,
before you bring your tow truck
all the way down here, why don’t
we try to boost it again, with your
gizmo, just to see…?” We did, and
the motor of my little ol’ 18-year
old Tracker started purring like a
big cat. All’s well that ends well,
right?
She behaved perfectly all the way
to Galerias where we went to see
“Wonder” (a superb movie with
Julia Roberts), then to Costco, and
back to the south side.
We all went to Sol Rosen’s
Café Bohemio for his traditional
Hanukah celebration and, like
always, he entertained us with a
few Broadway hits, as only he can
perform. The place was full and
everyone had a good time. Thank
you, Sol!
I wish a Happy Hanukah to my
fellow tribe members and a wonderful
holiday to all! sheis@ymail.com

Gabriela Namian
“So, what do you think of the latest brou-ha-ha on world sexual
harassment claims?” asked a curious male acquaintance during a happyhour intermission, and which somehow irritated me and made me frown.
“Look, I have a certain rule: I do not discuss sex or politics. I have my set
views on these subjects and honestly, I do not want us to get into arguments
and ultimately dwindle our friendship”, I responded.
“Oh, come on, I agree that some of these claims might be legit, but why
wake up after so many years and divulge what happened and in doing so,
destroy careers?” he persisted.
“There are many answers to this and I, for one, will not give them to you.
You’ve touched quite a subjective topic and controversial, my friend. Your
assumptions could mean anything.”
“How so?”
“Let’s not get into details please and try to change the subject”, I insisted.
“Oh, come on, since when have you become a full-fledged feminist?”
“I am not a feminist”, I said, “and remember, not all men are like that. I
simply state the facts and I believe in what’s right. I have friends whose
promotions have been cancelled because they did not submit to certain
demands from the higher-up corporate echelon members and in some extreme
unjustified cases, they were let go because of this. And I’m not talking about
hearsay. It did happen. Always a question of power and control.”
“So where do we go from here? The eternal battle of the sexes ?”
“Look, you do not understand the whole issue because your perception
of this whole idea is so different than ours”, I continued. “We tend to
generalize at times and we should, in some cases, consider each and every
case individually, you have your own ideas, I have my own interpretations…
and this whole subject can lead to a domino effect of more intricate interrelated elaborations and open up a can of fat, extra-large juicy worms. I
know the world is at times at an equality standstill and that not much has
changed, as women have had to struggle and put up a fight about everything
-and they still do- but please, let us change the subject”, I pleaded.
“And talk about what?”
“Oh, so glad you asked! When was the last time you checked PV’s pulse?
There is a new state-of-the-art shopping mall, La Isla. Please check it out!
Did you read the latest on the various on-going shows and art galleries in
town? Our beautiful Botanical Garden, the plethora of Mercados and the
many restaurants with talented, creative world-renown chefs that awaken
our taste buds? I guess not. Take the bus out of your comfort zone and
explore. Learning a bit of Spanish will take you a long way. Get to know
places, go shopping, adopt a pet, interact with local people, become a parttime volunteer, enjoy the sublime weather, take unforgettable shots of the
postcard sunsets and succumb to so many activities good enough to make
one dizzy. Everywhere you turn your head, something nice and exciting is
happening here in PV.”
And so, looking back and in comparison to past years, I have a feeling PV
is continuing its emergence as a significant boom town. And I’m so proud
to be part of it!
By the way… a most reliable source confirmed that sometime in January
Ricky Martin is going to do a video in Puerto Vallarta!
Now, how about that?
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Gil Gevins’ long-awaited novel,
1967, is finally complete and about
to hit the shelves. We sat down with
the author to learn something about
his new opus, and to ask how he feels
about being Vallarta’s number one
satirist. The interview did not go well.
Mr. Gevins insisted on meeting us
in the dressing room of El Encanto
nightclub. And for some reason he
felt the need to dress for the occasion
as Pope Francis, before a sex-change
operation.
PVM: Do you mind if we ask you
why you are dressed like this?
GG: Like what?
PVM: Well, aren’t you dressed like
the Pope?
GG: Naturally. I’m a big fan.
PVM: O-kay. But why the, uh,
accessories?
GG: I’m practicing for a sexchange operation.
PVM: You’re having a sex change
operation?
GG: Of course not. My wife would
murder me.
PVM: But you said…
GG: It never hurts to be prepared.
How does my new name ‘Gilda’
strike you?
PVM: But all your fans know you
as Gil.
GG: What’s in a name? To quote
the great W.C. Fields: “A vodka is a
vodka is a vodka.”
PVM: Um, let’s talk about the
book. What’s it about?
GG: Sorry, not falling for that one.
I mean, how do you expect me to
summarize half a decade’s work in
ten words?
PVM: All right, here’s an easy one.
When does it take place?
GG: You didn’t see the cover?
PVM: Actually, no. You wouldn’t
let us see it. But we know the title is
1967, so that is when the story is set?
GG: The story is not ‘set’? It’s not a
broken arm. You don’t set stories; you
write them. And this one took me six

years. Ninety-seven months of sweat
and blood!
PVM: Sweat and blood?
GG: You know how hot my house
is? That’s why I always write naked.
You want to see blood? I’ve got
mosquito bites on my mosquito bites!
PVM: Oh. Well, how do you feel,
now that the book is about to be
published? It must be very gratifying.
GG: Gratifying? I’ve never been so
depressed in my life. Those characters I lived with them for twelve years! They
became like a second family to me.
Now, they’re gone! Vanished! Kaput!
PVM: Mr. Gevins, please, don’t
cry.
GG: (Sobbing) Larry, the onearmed wrestler with the trust fund,
the stolen Porsche and the allergy to
zucchini - he’s gone. Gone forever!
PVM: But doesn’t he live on? In
your book?
GG: No. Larry was run over by a
bus on page seventy-eight.
PVM: Oh… um… how about a
location? Does the story take place in
a particular location?
GG: Naturally.
PVM: Um, does this place have a
name?
GG: Yes, here’s a hint: there’s a
picture of the Empire State Building
on the cover.
PVM: So it takes place in New
York City.
GG: I didn’t say that.
PVM: But you said, the Empire
State…
GG: Don’t put words in my mouth.
Why don’t we talk about the book’s
principle theme?
PVM: All right.
GG:
PVM: Well…
GG: Go right ahead.
PVM: What?
GG: Talk about the principle
themes.
PVM: But we haven’t read the
book. How can we…

GG: Well, that’s how I wrote this
book.
PVM: You were held captive by
Kathy Bates?
GG: Worse than that. I was held
captive by Sarah Huckabee. Talk
about torture. Which reminds me,
don’t forget to tell your readers: the big
Book Signing is Thursday, December
21, from 6 to 9 pm, at my wife’s
shop, Lucy’s Cucu Cabaña, located
at 295 Basilio Badillo. The first fifty
customers will receive, in addition
to the book, a partially autographed
condom, ten tickets to the Super Bowl
and a $50,000-dollar gift certificate
for Lucy’s Cucu Cabaña, valid only
during the month of September.
PVM:
Isn’t she closed in
September?
GG: I tried to write a novel with
broad appeal, something that would
offend almost everyone. Technically,
it’s a historical novel, and it’s fairly
accurate, except for the dates. It’s
also a satire about the big “hangover”
following the “high” of the Summer
of Love. It’s both humorous and
educational. For example, it contains a
detailed description of how to perform
the Heimlich Maneuver on a person
weighing over five hundred pounds.
Spoiler alert: long arms are a must.
The Book Signing celebrating the
release of 1967 will take place on
Thursday, December 21, from 6 to 9
p.m., at Lucy’s Cucu Cabaña, located
at 295 Basilio Badillo. We could all
use a good laugh right about now, and
this one is pretty much guaranteed.

(See location number on Central Map)

Samantha Johnson

GG: You haven’t read it? You
drag me all the way down to a dark,
clammy, airless dressing room to
interview me about a book you
haven’t read? Where did you study
journalism, Trump University?
PVM: We asked you for a copy,
and you refused.
GG: That’s another thing. Am
I going blind? Because you keep
saying ‘we’, and I only see one of
you. Is there a midget hiding under
your dress?
PVM: I’m sorry, but I have to take
exception to that comment.
GG: Well, you shouldn’t. I’ve got
two midgets hiding under my dress.
Or, maybe they’re dwarves. Do you
know the difference between dwarves
and midgets?
PVM: I believe that one is…
GG: That was a rhetorical question.
By the way, one of the characters in
my book is a midget. Or a dwarf. But
you wouldn’t know that. Because you
haven’t read the book.
PVM: You wouldn’t give us a
copy!
GG: Because I don’t trust you.
PVM: Why? Were you afraid we’d
give away the ending?
GG: No. Frankly, I don’t see you
making it past chapter three. I was
afraid you might tell someone about
the book.
PVM:
Isn’t that the point?
Publicity. Spreading the…
GG: Did you ever see the movie,
Misery?
PVM: The adaptation of the Steven
King novel? Of course.
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Giselle Bellanger

Yukon Cornelius and the
Abominable Snow Monster
He is also the “voice of reason”. He
has common sense and is quick to find
solutions. He does not panic. When they
are running away from “Bumble”, the
big “abominable” snow monster, they
reach the end of the ice mass and hit
water. Rudolph and Hermey feel trapped
and are afraid. Yukon immediately chips
away at the thick layer of ice breaking
them free and they float away. He
assures them they are safe because he
knows the Bumble’s “one weakness”…
he can’t float or swim.
When we fear something, we often
fear it in a disproportionate size,
making it bigger than life, or bigger
than us, or too big to tackle. As a
result, we do not confront it and it
persists and controls us. We often
later realize that it wasn’t so bad after
all? What fears have you conquered,
destroyed or dis-empowered? How
many still haunt you?
Later in the story, we have to deal
with the monster again and this time
it’s threatening Rudolph’s parents and
his girlfriend Clarice, who are trapped
in a cave. Yukon has an idea of how
to outsmart this monster. He quickly
devises a plan to lure him out of the
cave so that they can “dis-empower”

RN, LCSW

him by knocking him out and having
Hermey pull all of his teeth. Yukon
then pushes him backwards all the
way to the edge of the cliff and ends up
falling over the cliff with the monster
and is presumed dead.
Towards the end of the story, Yukon
shows up at “Christmas Town” with
the monster in tow. Rudolph questions
how he survived and Yukon confidently
announces because “Bumbles bounce”.
What a lesson in “trust”! Would you
have been able to go over a cliff trusting
that the bumble would indeed bounce?
Just imagine the trust and courage it
requires to let go of control of outcome
and despite tremendous fear, still be
able to trust that things will work out
and that you will be okay.
Yukon then proudly announces that
he “tamed the beast” and presents this
snow monster who has transformed
into a gentle, helpful, likeable guy. The
Bumble has found a “new life purpose”;
putting the star on top of the Christmas
tree. Now without his power (teeth) to
scare and hurt everyone, he has become
approachable and tame. His size, which
made him different and threatening to
others, has become a positive attribute.
He fits in and is appreciated. What
beasts have you confronted and tamed?
How has that transformed you?

The Island of Misfit Toys
When Rudolph, Hermey and Yukon
Cornelius floated away and escaped
the snow monster, they end up on
the “Island of Misfit Toys” where
they meet a spotted elephant and a
Jack-in-the-Box named “Charlie”.
Rudolph asks if he and Hermey can
stay and live there and the Lion King
“Moonracer” tells them “no” because
“living beings” are not allowed.
Yukon Cornelius then says, “even
among misfits, you are a misfit’!
How many times have you felt like
you didn’t fit in or belong? What was
different about you that made you feel
that way? Was it real or imagined?
How is it that families and societies
make people feel like they don’t fit
in and shame and criticize them? We
must consider the pain and damage we
caused them and discover compassion
and empathy. The story does a good
job of making us feel sorry for those
toys and creates empathy in us.
Then the Lion King tells Rudolph
that he can help all of the misfit toys
and save them from being lonely and
homeless, if he can convince Santa to
find them all homes, declaring that “a
toy is never happy until it is loved by
a child”. Wow…so many messages
in this one, starting with “everyone
deserves and needs to be loved!”
Rudolph finds his life purpose
Of course, toward the end of the
movie, the blizzard is so bad that
Christmas has to be canceled and
while Santa is announcing this,
Rudolph’s annoying nose is shining so
bright it’s practically blinding Santa
while he’s trying to speak.

Then it occurs to Santa the very thing
that made Rudolph so different and
such an outcast is now going to be the
thing that saves Christmas. Suddenly,
he is honored and valued. Everyone
cheers and is grateful to him. His selfesteem goes way up and now he feels
proud. He’s going to lead the team of
eight flying reindeer, transitioning from
being the bullied rejected outcast to the
“most valuable player”.
How many times have we seen this on
the news or in our life? Think of some
of the most famous and well respected
“misfits”, like Bill Gates and Steve
Jobs, changing technology for example,
and Nelson Mandela for protesting
and being imprisoned. Each were
bullied, ridiculed and mocked for being
different and outspoken. Each rose
to the occasion, utilizing their unique
talents and perspectives, significantly
impacting the entire world.
Isn’t it amazing that something
that has been around for so long,
created 50 years ago, still carries
such important messages and life
lessons?! Here is the link to the
movie.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=R2rg53E-vEc I hope you
enjoy watching it with all of this in
mind. Happy Holidays!

Giselle Belanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist) is available
for appointments in person, by phone,
or by skype webcam. Contact info:
ggbelangerpv@gmail.com Mex cell:
044 (322) 138-9552 or US cell: (312) 914-5203
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Jake Ames

(See location number on Central Map)

It is a lot easier to prevent a
stroke than to be treating a stroke.
A stroke is where the brain does
not get enough oxygen, and brain
cells start to die. Every year,
approximately 795,000 people
suffer a stroke. About 600,000 of
these are first strokes, and 185,000
are recurrent attacks. There are
different degrees of severity with
strokes. Some people have what
is called a transient ischemic
attack (TIA), which results in a
temporary loss of oxygen, and
minimal nerve cell death. Their
brain dissolves the blood clot very
quickly. These strokes usually
cannot be seen on an MRI or CT
scan. TIA’s are a risk for a major
stroke in the future.
There
are
two
main
classifications
of
strokes,
ischemic
and
hemorrhagic
strokes. An ischemic stroke is
where a blood vessel in the brain
gets blocked by either plaque or a
blood clot (thrombus). There are
two main subtypes of ischemic
stroke: thrombotic and embolic.
A thrombotic stroke is localized
damage to a blood vessel by
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atherosclerotic plaque that can
rupture and form a localized
blood clot. The second subtype is
the embolic stroke where a blood
clot from a different location
(carotid artery, vertebral artery,
heart) finds its way to the brain.
This can be caused by heart
arrhythmia (e.g. atrial fibrillation),
atherosclerosis in a neck artery, or
a piece of plaque being broken off
from another location.
There are two main subtypes of
hemorrhagic stroke: intracerebral
and subarachnoid.
An intracerebral stroke or
hemorrhage (ICH) is bleeding
inside the brain from a ruptured
blood vessel. The excess blood
damages the brain, and it can lead
to brain herniation through the
foramen magnum causing rapid
death.
A subarachnoid hemorrhage
occurs when a blood vessel on
the surface of the brain ruptures.
This usually occurs in the elderly,
because their veins and arteries
have stretched due to a shrunken
brain. This may present as a
severe headache.

Eye exam and lens tting by specialists
Contact lenses and Large collection of modern
European frames
We are your best option in quality and prices!
Francisco I. Madero #396

SERVICE

(Corner of Aguacate)
Tel. (322) 223 2995 eye-metrics@hotmail.com

High blood pressure, severe
brain atherosclerosis, bleeding
disorders, extremely low platelet
counts,
some
autoimmune
diseases, aneurysms, diabetes,
illegal street drugs, brain injuries
(boxing), use of Warfarin or blood
thinning agents, birth control pills
and smoking can cause strokes.
Symptoms of a stroke usually
develop rapidly, but sometimes
develop over days. A person may
lose function in a limb and have
difficulty or inability in speaking.
There may be facial drooping,
non-symmetrical
smile
or
tongue when the person extends
his tongue. There is usually a
severe headache. There may be
blindness in one eye.
The sequela of a stroke may
be temporary or permanent. A
person’s long-term recovery
depends upon how much of the
brain has been damaged, and how
quickly treatment begins.
If you notice any of these
symptoms in you or someone else,
call 9-1-1 immediately. Since
most strokes are not hemorrhagic,
some physicians advise the
potential stroke patient to take 3
aspirins (crush and swallow it),
two teaspoons of cayenne pepper
in a small amount of water, and a
glass of wine. Doctors may give
DMSO (not likely in almost all

hospitals), blood thinning agents,
blood pressure medication, or
brain surgery may be needed in a
hemorrhagic stroke.
Later, if the patient survives, he
needs to work on the causes of
his stroke and start physical and
occupational therapies. This is
discussed in other lectures and
blogs. I talk about how to reduce
your weight and blood pressure,
how to cure type 2 diabetes in
three months, and natural ways to
thin your blood.
We have a few successful
protocols to help people quit
smoking. Watch this space for
next week’s article on how to treat
high blood pressure.

Zoli
Hargitai,
owner /
founder of
The Holistic
Bio Spa

The Holistic Bio Spa
Is located in Plaza Marina, Local B-10.
Open Monday to Friday from 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m., Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tel: 221-1607.
www.holisticbiospa.com
Email: Info@holistic-bio-spa.com
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Krystal Frost

Here we go again. Decorations,
family and friends coming and
going, presents to buy, work to
finish up, cards to write, plans to
make, events and parties to attend:
and all those things we do because
we’ve always done them.
Does this sound familiar?
Do you go to sleep at night with
the feeling that you are behind
schedule, yet have made good use
(overuse) of your time?
Do you experience a small
measure of dread as you approach
this season?
Did you stroll downtown to take

(See location number on Central Map)

in the ritual of the Virgin Guadalupe
starting December 1…
Or
Did you just grumble about
change in traffic flow and the
continuous church bell tolling?
Are you pausing to savor the sights,
sounds, smells and feelings that are
unique to this time of year; or are
you just tired and rushed to even
notice?
If this describes you, you are
probably suffering from holiday
stress. Compounding this is the
belief that this is just the way it
is, and that your task is to just get
through it all (yikes!)
Read on, Dear Reader, and
see if you can make some small
changes / additions that could
result in less stress and more
enjoyment in the weeks ahead.
If you must partake in the rather
sickening commercialism of spend,
spend then spent, cut it down by
crossing off the adults, unless a gift
is something really from the heart
(which you can give any time of the
year). Or just do not buy into the
consumer rush and do something
soulful like an outing with your

24

family (the kids will wail and pout).
Maybe a special breakfast followed
by a day trip to the river canopy, or
a special beach day.
Never buy shoes for anyone, they
never fit.
If you send cards, consider
Christmas Ecards or New Year’s
cards or send random notes during
the year… those tons of shiny
Christmas card are old school and
consider the amount of paper and
stamp licking one must do.
Cookies are a kind and generous
gesture and are welcome any time
of the year too.
Consider having your domestic
help do some of your cooking
and give you some extra time
when you entertain and they will
appreciate the extra income.
Arrange to have a massage, facial,
manicure or other treatment. These
are wonderful stress relievers. They
are especially nice late in the day, at
the end of a hectic few days. Share

it with someone special. These
always are appreciated gifts too.
Make sure you are doing some kind
of regular exercise. This should
be part of your life 52 weeks of
the year. However, during this
period, it is more important. It
is a fact that exercise increases
energy and positive self-esteem
and decreases depression. It is also
a way to improve sleep and keep
your weight in check. Work in at
least a 20-min home workout daily.
Keep grounded. This is a task
when you have every night on
your agenda filled with dinners,
cocktails,
posadas,
and
parties.   Schedule your nights
in before you plan anything
else. When you are on the party
circuit, don’t eat too late, or eat
too heavy. Drink LOTS of water
while enjoying other drinks.
And PLEASE take a cab or Uber
when dining or enjoying downtown…
there is NO parking. You can be
dropped on the Malecon and enjoy
the walk to restaurants and clubs.
Or just skip the whole thing and
go catch the Monarch flight this
year, the best time to see them is
December.

Krystal Frost
For questions and comments Cell: 322 116-9645,
Email: krystal.frost73@hotmail.com
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Harriet Murray

To protect condominium owners,
the Civil Code of Jalisco provides a
comprehensive description of what
condominium ownership means, and
how owners can protect their interests.
In my experience, a number of buyers
do not take the time to learn the ins and
outs of this body of law. It is to the
owner’s benefit to be knowledgeable
in the rules and regulations. This
specific code protects the interests
of the condominium ownership as a
whole. It is a mistake to assume that
the rules and laws for condominiums
in the States are the same as in Mexico.
Let’s go through some basics of the
condominium civil code. The code
defines a condominium regime legally
and imposes responsibilities and
limitations of ownership.
Each condominium unit represents
a percentage of the total individual
ownership as well as a percentage of
the undivided common areas.
The developer has to establish
a condo regime legally and obtain
authorization from the city. The
public document, which becomes
the condominium regime that setting
out the rules and regulations for the
owners, includes: a description of the
buildings, the project specifications,
the floor plans of the individual units

and area in meters, the percentages
of individual units in relation to the
whole, and the amount of common
area in meters and the percentage of
common area owned by each unit. In
some cases parking spaces are deeded.
When the building is finished, a
certificate of completion is issued. The
city requires a warranty from the builder
that he will finish the building. This
requirement of a warranty has the builder
sign a promissory note to the city.
Most of us know that the condo
regime also sets out the rules and
regulations for the owners to abide by.
The owners may amend the rules and
regulations, if they are not in conflict
with the civil code, as long as the
prescribed procedures for changing
are followed. The rights of the owners
to use the common areas, within the
described purposes, is as essential
as the owners’ rights to enjoy their
private area. The most fundamental
responsibility of the individual owner
is to pay his maintenance fees.
The condominium will have an
administrator appointed in the original
regime, who can serve for a period
of one year, or when the owners hold
their first annual meeting. At this
meeting, the owners can appoint their
own administrator. The meeting in

which the administrator is appointed
should be notarized. This gives the
administrator an official, legal identity
to perform his/her duties. A power of
attorney is given to the administrator.
An administrator can be an individual
or a corporation. Some of the duties
of the administrator are to:
1. Abide by the resolutions taken
by the owners at their annual ordinary
and extra-ordinary meetings.
2. Follow and enforce the resolutions
of the administrative committee.
3. Manage the daily operations of
the building and to authorize expenses
for maintenance and administration.
4. Collect dues and fees approved
by the association, and to keep a
record of all income and expenses.
5. Keep the minutes of all the
meetings.
6. Provide financial reporting to
the owners who request it times after
every quarter.
These reports include not only income
and expenses, but accounts receivable.
Accounts receivable include the list of
owners who are behind in their dues
and fees. The report should also give
the cash balance available.
The executive board, or the
administrative committee is comprised
of owners or residents who serve with
the permission of the owners. The
members must be current in their
maintenance fees.

This board has the responsibility to:
- Represent the homeowners in all
matters of common interest. They are
given a judicial and administrative
power of attorney to act for the owners.
- See that the administrator fulfills
his duties.
- Meet with the administrator a
minimum of once a month to receive a
report on the status of the condominium.
- Verify the accounting records.
- Revise the maintenance fees and
the reserve funds.
- Assist the administrator in assuring
that all homeowners fulfill their
obligations.
- Report in the annual general meeting
of all the business that has been done
during the prior year. To also report
at this meeting on the general and
financial conditions of the building.
- Authorize any agreements to allow a
third party the use of the common areas.
- Authorize, when appropriate, the
administrator to issue specific powers of
attorney to other individuals who will
further represent the condominium. These
people may be attorneys or accountants
or other professional representing the
condominium as a group.
This article is based upon legal opinions,
current practices and my personal experiences
in the Puerto Vallarta-Bahia de Banderas
areas. I recommend that each potential buyer
or seller of Mexican real estate conduct his
own due diligence and review.

Harriet Murray
Can be contacted at
harriet@casasandvillas.com
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EMERGENCY
Phone Numbers
PUERTO VALLARTA & RIVIERA NAYARIT

Emergency Line: 911

297.7224
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Costa Banderas Democrats Abroad Film Series

Airline Directory

At The Jazz Foundation, 116 Allende St. downtown.
Entrance on Allende, stairs going to the 2nd floor.
Parking at the underground garage across from Hotel Rosita.
Tickets at the Jazz Foundation - ahead of time or at 6 p.m. the
night of the film. Info: Tobe Jensen at tjensen1942@hotmails.com
or Marti Owen at martiowen@yahoo.com

AEROTRON
226-8440
AIR CANADA 01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA
01 800 252-7522
AMERICAN 01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL
See United
DELTA
01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER
01 800 432-1359
INTERJET
01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY 01 800 924-6184
UNITED
01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS 01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO 01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST 01 800 435 9792
WESTJET
01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS
01 551 102-8000

(See location number on Central Map)

Solution to crossword on page 43
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Solution to Sudoku on page 43
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In looking over past topics for my
column, I realized this is one we’ve
not touched on for a while now.
As we use emails daily, I thought
we should revisit some points that
can make emails appear and read
like they were written by educated
adults. Oftentimes we get into the
habit of just clicking reply to an
email... pound out a line and click
send. Now that most of you are
back here in sunny paradise, you’ve
got the time to improve your email
writing skills. We ALL took English
classes in school – let’s prove it!
My 8th grade English teacher,
Mrs. Hattie, used to scold me for
my “run-on” sentences, let alone
the run-on emails I have a habit of
sending today! We all need to take
a few minutes before clicking send
and review what we’ve written. Add
a comma or period here and there.
Remember the paragraph? It really
doesn’t take much effort to polish up
your latest news to friends and loved
ones.
Apart from the overall layout of
your emails, here is some of the best
advice I’ve heard over the years,
with regards to good emailing habits.

Spell check is a quick and easy
tool to use in all email programs as
well as online email sites. It makes
you look much better to the recipient
of your email and will get your point
across better.
Beware of forwarding hoaxes.
People may have the best intentions
by forwarding urgent warnings
about the latest computer virus that
will eat your hard drive or natural
disaster news, but the problem is
that the majority of e-mails about
such topics are total fiction.
If you receive an email of some
impending doom and are tempted
to forward that to everyone in
your address list, first visit Snopes.
com. This is the Internet’s biggest
catalogue of what a hoax is and
what isn’t. Do a search before you
click forward to pass on some dire
warning.
Don’t add to your friends’ “junk
mail”. Don’t be that person that
needs to forward chain letters or
every joke you receive. Your friends
and family may be too polite to ask
you to stop, and everyone else is
far too busy dealing with important
messages to have to wade through

that nonsense. Don’t get yourself on
your friends’ “annoying” list.
Get a permanent address. In the
early days of the Internet, people
got e-mail addresses through either
their internet service provider
like Prodigy or their through their
employer. But few jobs or ISPs last
forever, so that means changing your
address, which means putting your
friends through all the annoyance
and hassle of updating their address
books.
You can minimize the chances
of going through that change by
utilizing an e-mail from a source
you believe will be around a while.
Gmail, Yahoo, even Outlook are all
good bets. Time to leave Prodigy
mail and its antique mail servers,
behind.
Don’t hand out your personal email
address like candy. Your e-mail
address is a valuable commodity,
assuming you don’t want an inbox
filled with spam, phishing schemes
and advertisements. Give it only to
friends and coworkers.
Eventually all addresses get
spammed, but keeping it close
to your vest will minimize the
problem. Spammers pay big money
for email address lists. Best to set up
an extra free email account (Gmail,
Outlook or Yahoo) and hand out that
email address when signing up for
something on the internet.
Use BCC when sending to
multiple people. CC once stood for
“carbon copy”. Some say today it
stands for “courtesy copy.” BCC is
“blind” carbon copy and the BCC
field is where you should put the
addresses when sending to multiple
recipients. This way no one sees
everyone else’s addresses and you’re
not abusing everyone’s privacy.
Avoid huge attachments. At one
time, sending photos to people was
done only by e-mail. It was the only
direct way to share your beautiful
sunset photo. Now, you have many
options for sharing. As files get
bigger and bigger, it’s best to take
advantage of these options rather
than clog up a friend’s inbox.

First and best option is to share
a link rather than the actual file.
For regular photos you can upload
and share them from the likes
of Facebook, Photobucket.com,
Dropbox.com or Flickr.com
DO NOT USE ALL CAPS. This
might be the oldest bit of netiquette
around, but it’s still important to
point out to people who avoid the
Shift key in favor of Caps Lock:
TYPING IN ALL CAPITAL
LETTERS IS THE INTERNET
EQUIVALENT OF SHOUTING.
Don’t e-mail angry. There are
many things not to do when angry
- drink, drive, call your significant
other, or your in-laws. Sending
emails of any kind when mad is also
a big no-no.
If you really must vent your anger
or frustrations, email yourself things
you’d like to say to someone, then
take a day and review what you wrote
before sending the actual email to
the target of your anger. Chances are
you’ll not feel as strongly as you did
when you first wrote it. You can edit
it and probably have a better chance
of getting your true point across.
In general, your emails you send
are a reflection on you. If your
emails are disorganized or scattered
and full of mistakes, people will
tend to look at you in the same light.
You can get your point across and
avoid misunderstandings if you just
take a minute or two before clicking
send, to review what you’ve written
and polish things up.
That’s all my time for now. See
you again next week... until then,
remember: only safe Internet! If
you’d like to download this article
or previous ones, you can do so at
www.RonnieBravo.com and click
on “articles”.

Ronnie Bravo
can be found at CANMEX Computers.
www.RonnieBravo.com Sales, Repairs,
Data Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi, hardware
upgrades, Graphic Design, House-calls
available. Cellular 044-322-157-0688
or just email to Canmex@Gmail.com
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Stan Gabruk
(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

As we begin to wind down from
the summer season into fall, we’re
seeing cold water currents moving
into the area. To me it seems a little
early this year and indeed, when
you see cold currents coming
up from the south, not north as
normal, you have recognized that
there are some unusual conditions
springing up. Because of this
we’re seeing warm water species
mixed in with winter or cold water
species - which doubles your
fishing options. Those looking for
Monster Marlin may be disappointed.
The fishing is great, but just like a
box of chocolates, you never know
what exactly you’re going to get.
This week, Corbeteña and El
Banco are about equal. Black Marlin
and Blue Marlin are still in the 350 to
500-plus-pound range. The goal here
is getting them to seriously consider
your bait. We have massive amounts
of Krill Squid and Shrimp that are
just too tasty to ignore for all species.
Flying fish, Goggle eyes, Sardines in
massive amounts, and the list goes on.
There are no issues for bait, if you’re
a fish that is. If you’re a sportsman,
then you may have a slight problem
with fish giving your “presentation”
or bait a good hard look, then turning
away. We can put you on fish, we
can’t make them bite! Having said
that, there are Marlin boated daily,
you’ll be trolling the day away and
there is not likely to be too many
strikes, but there should be some if
you’re patient. Dorado are still thin
in numbers, the good news is they’re
in the 30-lb range, finally! Sailfish
are participating nicely, when they’re
hungry. We’ve also seen some
Wahoo turn up, but in sparse numbers
as they’re a non-schooling species.
With mouths like a Gansu knife, if
you’re not running wire leader and

you catch one, that, my friend, is pure
luck. Targeting Wahoo will mostly
eliminate other species as you have to
troll faster for them to pay attention
to your bait, but they will. The only
question is how long are you willing
to give it all a try …or quit?
The area around the Marieta Islands
and El Moro are seeing Sailfish and
Striped Marlin a few miles off in
the direction of Corbeteña. This is a
strange time of the year, as mentioned,
many fish are not taking baits, partly
because there are so many species
right now in breeding season, they
just don’t eat! Bonito to 30 lbs.,
Jack Crevalle to 25 lbs., Needle fish
possible to 25 lbs., Snapper are in the
area from 10 to 30 lbs. but they move
in then out so it’s a moving target.
All in all, for an 8-hour trip, you’d
be better off around the Sayulita area
from the point of Punta Mita where
a few miles off the shore, there are
30-lb Dorado, Sailfish and even some
250-lb Striped Marlin for the lucky!
Inside the bay, we’re still seeing
this “Crazy Fishing” where you can
see just about any species you can
think of. Snapper are moving in,
taking advantage of the Krill Squid
and Shrimp, like all the other players.
Sometimes they find your bait before
they find the massive bait balls, which
is your ideal situation, so cross your

fingers. Still, Dorado at 20 to 35 lbs.
anywhere around the Los Arcos area.
Sailfish are still hanging in this area
and around La Cruz. Rooster fish are
much, much smaller this week which
doesn’t make sense with the massive

amounts of Sardines, but there you
are. Jack Crevalle around 25 lbs.,
Sierra Mackerel to 20 lbs., Bonito
under 30 lbs, Skippies are breeding
and not eating. Remember the bay
fishing is always great, but when
Whales are in the area, no matter
how cool they are to us, fish think
they want to eat them! So fishing
around Whales can always be better.
At that point you have to decide to
watch the Whales or continue fishing.
Normally you can’t do both, it just
doesn’t work that way, keep this in
mind. Six hours in the bay is perfect,
time to find fish and still not keep the
“little woman” waiting in the spa too
long! Mid-day length trips are perfect
for the vacation or occasional angler.
Hard core types, you’ll have fun, but

a Striped Marlin or larger in the bay is
still a freak occurrence, which seems
to be daily now. Stay tuned!
Bite with the full tide has been
later, around 10 or later. With no
“super” moon to light up bait fish,
we’ll most likely see
some help fishing from
a darker night sky.
Water temperature are
still at 79oF at the deep
water location, but 80
in the bay. As far as
bait goes, I suggest live
bait, dead bait for Marlin
and lures (guacamayas,
Petroleros) are best for
the moment. Remember
to tip your captains and
bring cold beer in the
morning as you can’t
purchase beer before 9 a.m., amigos.
As a reminder, the holidays are
coming soon and we’ll be out of boats
to book early. If thinking of going on
a boat for any reason, reserve early
so you can guarantee the boat you
want during the coming few weeks.
Important, so keep this in mind.
Until next week, don´t forget to
kiss Your Fish!
Web page: www.MasterBaiters.
com.mx Local Phone at: (044)
322 779-7571 Facebook: www.
facebook.com/pages/Master-BaitersSportfishing-Tackle/88817121325
The trade name Master Baiter’s ®
Sportfishing and Tackle is protected
under trade mark law and is the sole
property of Stan Gabruk.
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Tommy Clarkson

Oxalis triangularis
Family: Oxalidaceae
Also known as: Black Oxalis,
False Shamrock, Love Plant
or Wood Sorrel
(Listen up me lads and lassies,
there may be a wee bit of the
leprechaun’s magic in this
intriguing shamrock as it can
revive itself from the dead!)
Well, at least its apparent resurrection
may present the perception of such.
You see, rather than having its
existence wholly reliant upon the
soil like most other plants, the Oxalis
triangularis is linked to Mother Earth
through its tiny rhizomatous bulbs sometimes called pips. Hence, should
one forget to water it sufficiently, the
temperature become too cold or its
general living conditions become too
untenable with other plants around it
suffering, the Purple Shamrock will
merely wilt up “topside,” taking
refuge in the bulbs below. Then, as
soon as the right conditions return,
it appears to quickly “come back to
life”!
While its common name includes
Shamrock it comes from Brazil, not
Ireland. And though some folks state
its formal name is Oxalis regnellii,
others claim that this latter Latinnamed form is another variety with
green leaves and white flowers.
(A’hhh, the constant confusion!) But
by whatever name it’s called, it is a
real attention-getter. Growing up to
nearly a foot (30.48 cm) in height, it
has three purple, heart-shaped leaves,
each of them with three sides, sitting
symmetrically at the end of individual

petioles (stems).
Each of these
triangular-shaped leaves directs one
of its points to the center of the leaf.
Their broad sides measure three and a
half inches (8.89 cm) in length, giving
them a somewhat floppy appearance
or as some have observed, a bit like a
butterfly with a third wing.
Another, different, aspect of these
interesting leaflets is that they fold
down toward the stem in the evenings,
and then rise again the next day. (So,
to have something to impress that
smug, know-it-all neighbor, that’s
called a photonastic response.)
With these quite elegant and unique
leaves, if kept in a pot, the Purple
Shamrock will stay quite compact
- with one little bit of additional
magic seemingly thrown in when
its delightfully, dainty pink flowers
begin to emerge, like tiny trumpets,
in small clusters from above. They
will last several weeks, contrasting
with the darker colored purple
foliage below, creating a yet stronger
and more pleasing appearance!
Once your specimen(s) are situated
in their new environs, they’ll grow
fast until no space remains for further
expansion and then their growth will
slow down. They like composted,
well-draining soil in partial shade.
Allow surface of soil to dry between
waterings. Don’t let their potting
medium dry out. They are also
sensitive to the salt buildup from
fertilizers. So if you notice whitish
deposits on the surface of the soil or
around the pot rim, flush the soil to get
rid of excess salts. Cleanse their soil
every month or so by thorough use of
room-temperature water, allowing it
to drain through the bottom holes for
a half-hour.
As to pests and problems, these
are more inclined to be problems if
potted and kept indoors.

This give a good perspective
of its three purple, heartshaped leaves, each of them
with three sides, sitting
symmetrically at the end of
individual petioles.

The Purple Shamrock found
its way to the U.S. not much
over thirty years ago.

In those locales, watch out for fungal
leaf spots, powdery mildew, rust, and
seed smut as well as spider mites and
leaf miners. As to our consumption of
any part of these plants - well, that’s
not a particularly good idea. When
ingested in large enough quantities, it
can result in poisoning in dogs, cats,
and even humans.
As an aside, there’s another plant
in this genus that bears four leaflets
(Oxalis tetraphylla) ‘Iron Cross’.
That latter part of its “formal
nomenclature”
well
describes
its look... beyond the fact that
tetraphylla means “four-leaved”. As
a bonus, the leaves are bicolored,
being green around the outside and
dark-red in the middle.
The Purple Shamrock found its
way to the U.S. not much over thirty
years ago and as a result, little has yet
been written about it in mainstream
botanical publications. And, even
though there are somewhere between
five hundred to seven hundred
species in the Oxalis genus, seldom
are more than a couple mentioned in
even the largest of botanical tomes.
One of the principal reasons for this
is that many folks consider most of
them to be weeds. Oxalis, a Greek
word, means “acid” in reference to
the leaves of this genus being so often
bitter in taste. Some have edible
leaves and are used by indigenous
people in medicinal applications,
with only a few being cultivated as
garden ornamentals.

Tommy Clarkson

Lasting for several weeks,
it has delightfully, dainty,
trumpet-shaped pink flowers,
above the purple clover leaves.

In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens,
Tommy and Patty’s verdant, multi-terraced
tropical paradise nestled on a hill overlooking
the magnificent vista of Santiago Bay.
Leisurely meander its curved, paved path,
experiencing, first hand, a delicious array
of palms, plants and flowers from all over
the world. Or e-mail questions to him at
olabrisa@gmail.com For back issues of
“Roots”, gardening tips, tropical plant book or
to schedule a tropical garden lunch, please
visit www.olabrisagardens.com

https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl
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32. Volvo rival
34. Sleuth, informally
37. Natural alarms

Across

1

1. Smidgens

14

15

16

67. Enclosures with MSS.

17

18

19

68. Mideast carrier

5. Corp. recruits
9. Bill of fashion
14. Home of Zion
National Park
15. The New Yorker
cartoonist Peter

2

20. Rose
23. Bill from the govt.

5

6

8

9

10

27

31
36

34

37

57

30
35

38

39

42

47
53

50

54

58

40

43
49

48

52

13

55

44
51

56

24. Angler's accessory

60

61

62

25. Lionel Richie's
"You ___"

64

65

66

67

68

69

63

26. A/C meas.
27. Nebraska native
29. Sang like a bird
31. Tends tots
33. PC key
35. Base cops

43. Fill fully
45. Waiters' aides
49. Moping

36. Rose

51. U.S.M.C. barracks boss

41. Co. in a 2001 merger
with Time Warner

53. "Go ahead, ask"

52. Case worker: Abbr.

55. Host a roast, say
57. Rose
60. Suggest
61. Garr of "Tootsie"
62. Designer for Jackie
64. More agreeable
65. Precipitation that can
leave dents

Sudoku is a logic-based placement puzzle.
The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each
row, column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box).
Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.
It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they
might improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental
decline and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.
Solution to Sudoku on Page 39

38. What 1938's "The War
of the Worlds" broadcast set off
39. Most trusted knight of
King Arthur
40. Yadda yadda yadda

Down

44. Help wanted abbr.

1. Batman and Robin, e.g.

45. They're relayed in relays

2. Monopoly avenue

46. Heaven on earth

3. Put down

47. Unmovable ones

4. Cover of night?

48. Give relief

5. Travelers to Bethlehem

50. ___ Leppard

6. Some spears

54. Jermaine ___, six-time
N.B.A. All-Star

7. Peace Nobelist Sadat

59

42. Charisse of "Silk
Stockings"

66. Abraded

69. Runs, hits or errors

29

41
46

12

25

28
33

32

11

22
24

26

45

7

21

23

17. Antique, antiquely
19. Extreme

4

20

16. In town
18. Formal frock

3

8. One begins "Shall I compare
thee to a summer's day?"
9. Symptom of hypothermia

56. "I want in" or "I want
out" indicators, maybe
58. Common arthritis site

10. 1970 Kinks hit

59. Window part

11. Honest-to-goodness

63. Comprehend

12. "Nausea" author
13. Cracked up at a comedy club
21. Former automaker that
manufactured trucks in W.W. II
22. Its capital is Hamilton
23. SuperStation inits.
28. Hunter's cry
30. D-Day carriers: Abbr.

Solution to Crossword
on Page 39

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

(See location number on Central Map)

5

1

1

3

(See location number on Central Map)

