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You are here, finally!
We wish you a warm

If you’ve been meaning to find a little information
on the region, but never quite got around to it, we hope that the following
will help. If you look at the maps on this page, you will note that PV (as the
locals call it) is on the west coast of Mexico, smack in the middle of the Bay of
Banderas - one of the largest bays in this country - which includes southern
part of the state of Nayarit to the north and the northern part of Jalisco to
the south. Thanks to its privileged location -sheltered by the Sierra Madre
mountains- the Bay is well protected against the hurricanes spawned in the
Pacific. Hurricane Kenna did come close on October 25, 2002, but actually
touched down in San Blas, Nayarit, some 200 kms north of PV.
The town sits on the same parallel as the Hawaiian Islands,
thus the similarities in the climate of the two destinations.
AREA: 1,300 sq. kilometers
POPULATION: 325,000 inhabitants
CLIMATE: Tropical, humid, with an average of 300 sunny days per year. The temperature averages 28oC (82oF) and the rainy season extends from late June to early October.
FAUNA: Nearby Sierra Vallejo hosts
a great variety of animal species such as
iguana, guacamaya, deer, raccoon, etc.
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SANCTUARIES: Bahía de Banderas encloses two Marine National Parks - Los Arcos and the Marieta Islands - where diving is
allowed under certain circumstances but fishing of any kind is prohibited. Every year, the
Bay receives the visit of the humpback whales, dolphins and manta rays in the winter.
During the summer, sea turtles, a protected
species, arrive to its shores to lay their eggs.
ECONOMY: Local economy is based
mainly on tourism, construction and to a
lesser degree, on agriculture, mainly tropical fruit such as mango, papaya, watermelon, pineapple, guanabana, cantaloupe
and bananas.
CURRENCY: The Mexican Peso is the legal currency in Mexico although Canadian
and American dollars are widely accepted.
BUSES: A system of urban buses with
different routes. Current fare is $7.50 Pesos
per ticket and passengers must purchase
a new ticket every time they board another
bus. There are no “transfers”.
TAXIS: There are set rates within defined
zones of the town. Do not enter a taxi without agreeing on the price with the driver
FIRST. If you are staying in a hotel, you may
want to check the rates usually posted in

the lobby. Also, if you know which
restaurant you want to go, do not let
the driver change your mind. Many
restaurateurs pay commissions to
taxi drivers and you may end up
paying more than you should, in a
second-rate establishment! There
are 2 kinds of taxi cabs: those at the
airport and the maritime port are
usually vans that can only be boarded there. They have pre-fixed rates
per passenger. City cabs are yellow
cars that charge by the ride, not by
passenger. When you ask to go downtown,
many drivers let you off at the beginning of
the area, near Hidalgo Park. However, your
fare covers the ENTIRE central area, so why
walk 10 to 15 blocks to the main plaza, the
Church or the flea market? Pick up a free
map, and insist on your full value from the
driver! Note the number of your taxi in case
of any problem, or if you forget something
in the cab. Then your hotel or travel rep can
help you check it out or lodge a complaint.
TIME ZONE: The entire State of Jalisco
is on Central Time, as is the area of the State of Nayarit from Lo de Marcos in the north to the Ameca River, i.e.: Nuevo Vallarta,
Bucerías, La Cruz de Huanacaxtle, Sayulita, San Pancho, Punta Mita, etc. North of
Lo De Marcos, Guayabitos, La Peñita, San
Blas, etc. are on Mountain Time, i.e.: one
hour behind PV time.
TELEPHONE CALLS: Always check on
the cost of long distance calls from your
hotel room. Some establishments charge
as much as U.S. $7.00 per minute!
CELL PHONES: Most cellular phones
from the U.S. and Canada may be programmed for local use, through Telcel and
IUSAcell, the local carriers. To dial cell to
cell, use the prefix 322, then the seven digit
number of the person you’re calling. Omit
the prefix if dialling a land line.
LOCAL CUSTOMS: Tipping is usually
10%-15% of the bill at restaurants and bars.
Tip bellboys, taxis, waiters, maids, etc. depending on the service. Some businesses and offices close from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.,
reopening until 7 p.m. or later. In restaurants,
it is considered poor manners to present the
check before it is requested, so when you’re
ready to leave, ask «La cuenta, por favor»
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and your bill will be delivered to you.
MONEY EXCHANGE: Banks will give
you a higher rate of exchange than
the exchange booths (caja de cambio),
though not all offer exchange services to
foreigners. Better yet, if you have a “bank
card”, withdraw funds from your account
back home. Try to avoid exchanging
money at your hotel. Traditionally, those
offer the worst rates.
WHAT TO DO: Even if your all-inclusive
hotel is everything you ever dreamed of,
you should experience at least a little of
all that Vallarta has to offer - it is truly a
condensed version of all that is Mexican
and existed before «Planned Tourist
Resorts», such as Cancun, Los Cabos and
Ixtapa, were developed. Millions have been
spent to ensure that the original “small
town” flavor is maintained downtown, in
the Old Town and on the South Side.
DRINKING WATER: The false belief that a
Mexican vacation must inevitably lead to an
encounter with Moctezuma’s revenge is just
that: false. For the 21st year in a row, Puerto
Vallarta’s water has been awarded a certification of purity for human consumption. It
is one of only two cities in Mexico that can
boast of such accomplishment. True, the
quality of the water tested at the purification
plant varies greatly from what comes out of
the tap at the other end. So do be careful.
On the other hand, most large hotels have
their own purification equipment and most
restaurants use purified water. If you want to
be doubly sure, you can pick up purified bottled water just about anywhere.
EXPORTING PETS: Canadian and American tourists often fall in love with one of
the many stray dogs and cats in Vallarta.
Many would like to bring it back with them,
but believe that the laws do not allow
them to do so. Wrong. If you would like to
bring a cat or a dog back home, call the local animal shelter for more info: 293-3690.
LOCAL SIGHTSEEING: A good beginning would be to take one of the City Tours
offered by the local tour agencies. Before
boarding, make sure you have a map and
take note of the places you want to return
to. Then venture off the beaten path. Explore a little. Go farther than the tour bus takes
you. And don’t worry - this is a safe place.

PV Mirror es una publicación semanal. Certificados de licitud
de título y contenido en tramite. Prohibida la reproducción
total o parcial de su contenido, imágenes y/o fotografías
sin previa autorización por escrito del editor.

Note: To Advertisers & Contributors and those
with public interest announcements,
the deadline for publication is:

2:00 pm on Monday of the
week prior to publication.

250 words max, full name, street or e-mail address and/or tel. number for verification purposes only. If you do not want your name published, we will respect your wishes. Letters & articles become the property
of the PVMIRROR and may be edited and/or condensed for publication. The articles in this publication are provided for the purpose of entertainment and information only. The PV Mirror City Paper does not accept
any responsibility or liability for the content of the articles on this site or reliance by any person on the site’s contents. Any reliance placed on such information is therefore strictly at such person’s own risk.
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The community center will offer the latest generation of HIV rapid
screening tests to begin a PrEP program in Puerto Vallarta.

SETAC begins training to
begin rapid screening tests
Paco Arjona, Director, and Fernando Martinez Munguia, HIV
Coordinator at SETAC (Solidaridad Ed Thomas Sociedad Civil)
traveled to Guadalajara August 17 to 18, where they received training
to perform fourth-generation HIV, and hepatitis B, hepatitis C, and
chlamydia rapid screening tests. These tests are part of the Preexposure prophylaxis (or PrEP) program the renowned community
center will begin during the fourth quarter, 2017.

Mercado Los Mangos preparing
for sophomore season
Paco Ojeda

“PrEP, or pre-exposure prophylaxis, is a preventive treatment for
people that are not HIV carriers, but have contact with the virus for
different reasons,” explained Paco Arjona. “People whose partners live
with HIV, sex workers, medical staff that has contact with HIV positive
patients, or couples that choose not to use condoms as a preventive
measure, can prevent HIV transmission by taking an antiretroviral
medication on a daily basis.” Several studies have confirmed that PrEP
is almost 100% successful at preventing HIV transmission.
The training was offered by Comité Humanitario de Esfuerzo
Compartido Contra el SIDA, A.C. ( checcos.org.mx ), an organization
founded in 1988, when discrimination and HIV-AIDS were at their
forefront, and next to no health-related services were available to the
primarily homosexual population that needed medical attention.
With the training successfully completed, SETAC will now be
able to offer a new series of rapid screening tests. “In order to be
able to implement PrEP, our goal is to help people negative, as far
as HIV is concerned, also from other sexually-transmitted diseases.
These must be detected as quickly as possible,” he added.
Presently, PrEP is an expensive treatment because the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) only allows acquiring
the medication from a single pharmaceutical company, Gilead.
However, the patent will expire in the near future, which will allow
access to less expensive medications. PrEP aside, the most effective
method for sexually active people to prevent HIV transmission is to
use a condom.
SETAC will begin offering PrEP during the final quarter, 2017.
The aforementioned rapid screening tests will be available at the end
of October. For more information, please visit www.setac.com.mx,
where you will find information about all the programs available
at the community center, call 224-1974 or email Paco Arjona at
paco@setac.com.mx

Mercado Los Mangos, a weekly, seasonal market launched by Los
Mangos Library at the beginning of 2017, has just announced its
sophomore season, scheduled to begin October 28. Mercado Los
Mangos offers a broad variety of edible products, fresh produce,
along with jewelry, clothing and other homemade products created
by regional vendors who set up shop at the market on a weekly basis.
Despite the fact that there are over three months to go before
Mercado Los Mangos launches its second season, organizers are
ready to begin reviewing applications from new vendors. “Our
goal is to begin setting up our second season right away, continuing
to review applications until September,” commented Adriana
García, Executive Director at the renowned cultural center.
Mercado Los Mangos expects that many vendors from its
first season will return for the second one. And for those new
vendors that are considering the market as a suitable venue for
their products, Mercado Los Mangos will offer several options to
participate. “For us it is essential that all vendors feel at home at
Mercado Los Mangos. To that effect, we will offer the option to
participate one or two Saturdays on a trial basis, for them to ensure
that our market will work for them,” García said.
Vendors interested in selling their products at Mercado Los Mangos
can visit bibliotecalosmangos.com/mercadolosmangos, where
they will be able to download an application form. This form should
be dropped off at Los Mangos Library, along with all required
documentation. “As soon as we begin receiving applications, the
organizing committee will meet on a weekly basis to review them
and follow-up with applicants accordingly,” she added.
Mercado Los Mangos hopes to feature between 30 and 40
vendors every week during its second season.
For more information, please contact Adriana García
at bibliotecalosmangos@gmail.com or 224-9966.
Biblioteca Los Mangos is located at:
Av. Francisco Villa 1001, just south of Costco..
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Anna Reisman
Well, we certainly cannot say that
it’s been boring around town this
past week!
First that I recall was the electrical
fire that engulfed the Office Max
store next to Mega on the city’s main
street. Purportedly, it was caused by
a short circuit. There was nothing

And like everyone else, I feel for
the people of southern Texas. I don’t
think that we can even imagine what
they’re going through unless we’ve
lived through something similar. I
doubt that the FLOTUS can, with
the stiletto heels she wore for her
trip to that region…

left by the time the fire department
put out the fire. Thank heavens, it
occurred after midnight, so there
were no casualties. But still, all
those employees are now out of
work, at the worst possible time of
year. My heart goes out to them.

We’ve been getting rain too, not
like Hurricane Harvey’s of course,
but enough to take down the bridge
by the Libramiento and the hanging
footbridge to the Isla Cuale by what
used to be Rizo’s supermarket. It
also caused mud and landslides

Montreal calling...
Gabriella Namian
Summers in Montreal can
be a delightful experience;
increased social life, dining al
fresco, picnics, lots of outdoor
cafés, activities galore running
in overtime gear with backto-back events (Francophonie,
JazzFest,
Nuits d’Afrique,
International Fireworks Show
and Just for Laughs Comedy
Fest, Canada Pride Parade, not
to mention the Canada Day
and Fête Nationale parades and
other events too numerous to

mention). The weather is hot but
bearable, swimming pools are open,
Old Montreal is filled with tourists
from all over the world admiring
the port, the old cobblestone streets,
horse-drawn carriages. Department
stores, shops and boutiques are filled
with on-sale goods preparing for the
fall arrivals; food trucks are neatly
parked and producing meals to die
for and hotels are full and it looks
as though all Montrealers have
suddenly reappeared on the surface
enjoying every bit of hot weather.

along the Libramiento, and
a much worse one along
southbound Highway #200 to
Cabo Corrientes, shutting both
roads down temporarily.
I am in awe and most
impressed with the work crews,
in all cases, and their incredibly
fast accomplishments. Bless
them all.
And bless the convoys of
Mexicans who drove up to Texas to
help the folks in need up there!
Yes, life goes on, but I don’t think
it will ever be quite the same, despite
those who doubt that there is any
climate change. We must be vigilant
…and prepared.
Prepared, sure, but that’s
something that eludes me from
time to time. Like when I realized
that my Mexican passport was no
longer valid, since the end of June.
I Google for instructions, last month,
find out that I have to call an 800
number to fix an appointment. Ok, I
now had an appointment for August
24th. Where? 123 Independencia.
Where’s that? Back to Google maps,
only to find out that it is the “street”
where City Hall is located, a.k.a.
Puerto Vallarta’s main square. Who
knew? I’ve only been living here for
23 years and I didn’t know…

Nor did I foresee that
I would need to have my
picture taken while I still had
stitches in my face following
the removal of an ugly mole.
I am not a theatrical make-up
artist, but I did do a decent job
camouflaging them, if I may
say so myself. Considering
that one must remove one’s eyeglasses,
earrings, and all hair from in front
of the face, it wouln’t have mattered
anyway because, as all my friends told
me when I showed them the photo, “it
doesn’t even look like you!”
As long as the Immigration folks
don’t give me trouble, I’m now set
for 10 more years, G-d willing.
It’s been a little sad here lately,
watching so many of our favorite
restaurants closing for “septihambre” (the month of hunger),
to reopen only at the beginning of
October. But we certainly won’t go
hungry, not with the likes of Kaiser
Maximilian and Trio, and Vitea’s
reopening this weekend…
We
will be just fine, though I confess
to missing my morning coffee and
croissant at Los Mercados…
Have fun, stay cool and dry and
healthy, wherever you are while
you’re reading this.
Hasta la
próxima vez! sheis@ymail.com

But not this year.
So far, I have not turned on the airconditioner once. I have used the
pool maybe three times. And I did
not even buy one pot of flowers for
my balcony let alone plant my dill
seeds. And forget about barbecuing.
The sun was there, all right, but
even with the temperature rising to
27-28° during the day, nights were
going as low as 10° and staying that
way for at least 3-4 days; we had
to «pay» for good weather later as
it would rain for the next 2 days and
it would be miserable. The pattern
would naturally repeat itself.
I have lived in Montreal 51 years
and, seriously, this year was unreal.

Three seasons in one day. What
were they thinking?
I am not knocking down
Montreal. No. It has been my
home for so many years. But
somehow, I am starting to feel
homesick. Yes, homesick. You
heard right. I am counting the
days until I shall return to my
beloved Puerto Vallarta. Oh, not
because of the weather alone. It
is something I have never been
able to really pinpoint. I cannot
even express it. It is a feeling
deep in my heart, similar to a lit
candle whose flame will never
die, no matter how strong the
wind.
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Slim’s America Movil wins telecom battle in top Mexico court
an opening of the state-run energy
industry, that have increased
competition in Mexico’s strategic
industries.
The Supreme Court ruling said
the so-called interconnection rates
should be set by telecom regulator
IFT, siding with America Movil Latin America’s largest telecom
firm by number of subscribers and
the crown jewel of Slim’s empire.
Tariffs set by the IFT will take
effect from January 2018, the court
said. America Movil hailed the
ruling in a brief statement, calling
on the IFT to set interconnection
rates that are “oriented toward
costs, transparent and reasonable.”
In its ruling, the court also said,
however, that the ruling would
not have “retroactive effects,”
suggesting competitors such as
AT&T Inc and Telefonica would

not have to reimburse America
Movil for the time they did not pay.
“The (IFT) will be responsible
under its constitutional mandate
for recognizing the asymmetry,
establishing regulation regarding
rates, the so-called ’zero-rate’ or
whatever else it defines, in line with
the exercise of its constitutional
faculties,” Minister Javier Laynez
Potisek said during the court’s
session. The decision worried foreign
companies, which have invested
heavily in the market since the reform.
Telefonica voiced grave concerns,
saying the ruling had “serious
consequences for the sustainability
and makeup” of the sector.
In a possible sign of the pressure
the regulator will come under as it
ponders whether to allow America
Movil to charge, the Spanish
company said it and others had

(See location number on Central Map)

Mexico’s
Supreme
Court
recently ruled billionaire Carlos
Slim’s
telecommunications
company America Movil should
not be barred by law from charging
competitors certain fees, prompting
fears of a rollback of a sweeping
antitrust reform.
The 2014 telecom industry
reform, one of Mexican President
Enrique Pena Nieto’s signature
accomplishments,
prohibited
America Movil from charging
other carriers for calls made to
customers on its network, even
though those firms are allowed to
bill America Movil for using their
networks.
The reform was aimed at breaking
up Slim’s market dominance, which
rivals said made it challenging for
them to break into the sector. It was
one of several changes, along with
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been severely hurt by the decision
and called on Mexican authorities
to find a balance. The office of
the president said it respected the
court’s decision and trusted that the
regulator would use its powers to
strengthen competition in a sector
it described as key to the country.
AT&T also said it trusted the IFT
to respect the spirit of the reform.
“AT&T invested in Mexico
trusting in the strong public
support that the constitutional
and legislative reforms of
telecommunications received,” the
company said. “The arduous task of
reforming the industry has hardly
begun and requires continuous
dedication.”
The IFT said in a statement that it
would analyze the court’s decision
and take appropriate action.
(Source: Reuters.com)
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July jobless rate was 3.2%, the lowest since May 2006

Unemployment rate drops to 11-year low
Mexico’s unemployment rate is at its lowest
in 11 years, according to data released by the
national statistics institute, Inegi.
In July 3.2% of the economically active
population was jobless, the lowest level since
May 2006 when the figure was 3.1%.
Unemployment was down 0.3% compared to
June and 0.6% compared to July 2016.
There were just over 1.7 million people
unemployed.
However, almost 30 million people or 57.1%
of all workers in the country are considered
vulnerable because they work in the informal

economy. Analysts from Banorte-Ixe said that
employment figures will continue to improve
at a similar rate in the second half of the year
due to a lower probability of drastic changes to
policies that affect trade between Mexico and
the United States.
But they added that a reduction in government
spending will continue to harm employment.
The underemployment rate has also improved
over the last year. It was 6.4% in July, a 1.5%
reduction on July 2016 figures.
Unemployment figures were the same for
both men and women while the states with the

Tourism Secretary wonders if it’s intended to apply pressure on Mexico

Is US travel warning linked to NAFTA talks?
Is the United States’ new travel warning
about Mexico — in which some popular tourist
destinations have shown up for the first time
— linked to the renegotiation of the North
American Free Trade Agreement?
The federal tourism secretary said yesterday
he could not rule out the possibility that the
updated travel alert was designed to pressure
Mexico in the lead-up to the next round of
NAFTA talks.
Enrique de la Madrid voiced his concern over
the new advisory given that visitors from the
United States make up almost 60% of airline
arrivals. While he acknowledged that violent
crime was a problem in Mexico he also alluded
to a possible political motivation.
“There is real data that justifies the reasons
for concern about insecurity but in politics,
anything goes,” he said in an interview with the
newspaper El Universal.
De la Madrid stated that the Mexican
government is focused on combating insecurity
at the country’s tourist destinations, and sees the
U.S. warning as extra incentive to improve.
“... We cannot afford to let tourism, one of
the most dynamic sectors of the economy, slow
down.”
He also said that uncertainty about policy
positions that may be adopted by President
Donald Trump make Mexico susceptible to a

downturn in tourism and consequently Mexico
should seek to attract visitors from farther afield.
“We should make it an objective in the short
term that Americans don’t represent more than
50% [of foreigners that visit Mexico] because
it’s not advisable to be so dependent on one
country . . . .”
De la Madrid said he expects that goal will be
reached soon. But U.S. visitor numbers continue
to grow. He said in another interview that the
numbers were up in the first half of the year
despite what he described as an adverse climate
generated by the tone of Trump’s statements.
It’s not the first time this week that a cabinet
secretary has offered speculative commentary
about the U.S. and its NAFTA renegotiation
strategy.
After United States President Donald Trump
said “we’ll end up probably terminating
NAFTA at some point” and “personally, I don’t
think we can make a deal . . .” at a rally in
Arizona on Tuesday, Foreign Affairs Secretary
Luis Videgaray called Trump’s expressions of
pessimism a “negotiating strategy.”
Trump’s comments went beyond the hardline
stance the U.S. adopted in the first round of
NAFTA renegotiation talks that started last
week in Washington and concluded Sunday.
(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com,
El Universal, Noticaribe)

lowest rates were Guerrero (1.7%), and Oaxaca
and Morelos (1.8%).
The highest jobless rates were recorded in
Tabasco (7.3%), Mexico City (4.9%), Coahuila
(4.8%) and Baja California (4.6%).
The unemployment rate for the country’s 32
largest urban areas was 4.1%, slightly above the
national rate but it improved by 0.5% on July
2016 figures. The services sector is the nation’s
biggest employer with 42.2% of the work force
followed by 17.9% in commerce and trade,
17.2% in agriculture and 8.2% in construction.
Inegi said 59.2% of the population over 15
years old is economically active, representing
53.5 million people, while 17.7% of the
unemployed haven’t completed middle school
education meaning that over 80% of those
reported jobless have achieved, at least, a postelementary school education level.
(Sources: mexiconewsdaily.com, Milenio)
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Act II’s 2017-2018 show line-up
being released September 5!
If you haven’t been to ACT II recently, you don’t know what you’ve been missing! Act II Entertainment
is the biggest entertainment venue in the Banderas Bay area, offering year-round entertainment,
with Wednesday night Karaoke and a full line-up of amazing shows in The Red Room Cabaret
and on The Main Stage. The list of 2017-2018 shows is being released on September 5!
Lots of your favorites are returning, and some fabulous new shows have been added, as well!
For a complete listing of all shows and/or to buy tickets, go to www.act2pv.com!
Tickets for Levi Kreis, Lorena Peril, Steve Grand, Rocky Horror Show
and Don Most from Happy Days have already started selling!
others sing! Whatever your preference, Bob’s
Karaoke is THE PLACE to meet and greet
other people and to get to know your fellow PV
EXPATS. Come this Wednesday evening and
join your hosts, Alfonso Lopez, Maria Rose
and Marsha Ross! Bob’s Karaoke is THE
PLACE to meet and greet other people and to
get to know your fellow PV expats.

Who’s That Girl?

Bob’s Famous
Karaoke Party
closes for the season Sept. 6th
Join us for a closing night party of fun, food
and song! Bob’s Famous Karaoke Party
- Wednesday Night Closing night of the season!
The most fun of the week! Drink specials run
from 6 till 9 p.m., with Free Karaoke starting
at 8 p.m. Our beautiful Encore Lounge is airconditioned, and we feature the best Karaoke in
town! It’s the place where all of your favorite
singers from your favorite shows come to sing
with the locals. It doesn’t matter if you are scared
to get on the stage, or if you’re not a goo singer.
Or, maybe you just want to come and listen to

(Final “Spotlight” Show)
Starring Vallarta favorite,
Kami Desilets
Saturday, Sept. 2 – 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 7 – 7:30 p.m.

“Spotlight on Vallarta”
Act II is so proud of this summer’s
sensational “Spotlight on Vallarta” series!
It has turned out to be one of the most wellreceived projects that Act II has ever done,
and it has highlighted and showcased some of
the incredibly talented people that live right
here in Puerto Vallarta! Congratulations to
all the “Spotlight on Vallarta” performers…
Gabe Arcineaga, Emperatriz Valles, Trinity,
UsTwo, Diana Villamonte, and Kami Desilets!
Many people will remember Vallarta Favorite,
Kami Desilets, who swooped into Puerto Vallarta last
year and WOWED Puerto Vallarta as “Kate Monster”
in the hit musical, Avenue Q. During the Avenue Q
run, she also played the lead in Act II’s stage play, 39
Steps, and in the musical, They’re Playing Our Song.
While she was at it, she also entertained theatergoers, singing every week in the Encore Lounge!
Well, Kami is back in town... for good! And now, Act
II is excited to feature the fabulous Kami in its final
Spotlight on Vallarta summer series cabaret show,
“Who’s That Girl?” In her cabaret show, Kami will
change from “girl next door,” to “rockabilly rebel,”
to “underground cabaret seductress,” all in one
brand new show! Her show also features live vocals
and guest appearances from some of your favorite
“Broadway leading ladies!” This show is sure to be
a LOTS of fun and filled with energy! It is not to be
missed! Tickets are available at act2pv.com
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“Hot and
Spank-Less”
Starring Vallarta sensation,
Christine Deaver!
“The #1 requested show
to return from the 2016
season!”
TWO NIGHTS ONLY!
Tuesday, Sept. 5 – 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 8 – 7:30 p.m.

Rarely does a performer come
along that captures the hearts
of 100% of their audience, but
Christine Deaver is the exception!
If Puerto Vallarta had a yearly
awards
ceremony,
Christine
Deaver would win “Best Female
Cabaret Show,” and we would
create a special award for her as
“Most Beloved Performer!”
We are so delighted that Christine
is making an unexpected trip to
Puerto Vallarta in September...
and Act II is “doubly-delighted”
that she has agreed to do two
shows while she is here! As a
trained singer, dancer, actress and
natural comedienne, Christine
possesses the very rarest of the rare
combination of talents. She is sly,
devious, clever and wildly funny,
but when she glides right into a
strong, heart-felt, luscious ballad,
you’ll see another amazing side of
this talented performer.
As a child, Christine was one of
those “annoying kids” who always
knew what she wanted to do.

She started performing as a child
and continued through school,
college and grad school. She then
went thru the PATP (Professional
Actor’s Training Program) at the
University of Washington and
moved to Los Angeles to start her
professional career. A director that
had directed her in many projects
in Los Angeles started directing at
Teatro ZinZanni, Seattle’s beloved
dinner theater/comedic cabaret,
invited her to become a part of
their show. Thirteen years later,
Christine is still there and continues
to delight audiences with over 15
original, daring, sensual and funny
characters!
This
outrageously
talented
woman is going to present “Hot
and Spanx-less,” which features
show tunes, pop, jazz, Latin,
comedy, improv, and a few special
surprises! She describes her show
as “the inside of a piñata if it were
a cabaret show,” with a little bit
of everything and a few surprises,
as well! She will also preview
some of the songs from her brandnew 80’s show, which opens in
the Red Room on December 26!
Don’t miss out on this unexpected
opportunity to have an awesome
night of music and comedy with
the Puerto Vallarta’s Favorite
Showgirl! Tickets are available
now at www.act2pv.com

The Act II Entertainment
STAGES complex is located
on the 2nd floor at 300
Insurgentes (corner of
Basilio Badillo) on the
South side of Puerto
Vallarta. For more
information, please call
222-1512, or follow Act II
on Facebook.
See what else is playing at
Act II STAGES!

The Opening Night Season
Tickets Pass goes on sale Sept 1st
The most sought-after hot ticket item is the Act II Opening Night
Pass! The Opening Night Pass allows pass holders to be a part of
the opening night magic at Act II! It includes:
● 30+ Opening Night Shows at a discount of up to 50%!
● ALL Opening Night Parties the opening night parties
● VIP seating
The VIP Opening Night Pass Holder is even better! You
will get first seating all year long, as well as discounts at the Bar.
So, if you’d like to be a part of Act II’s “in” crowd, register with Act
II Entertainment today! It’s easy. Go to the Act II Facebook group
page and LIKE the page. After that, ask to put into the VIP group. You
will be contacted when the passes go on sale. (Only 50 passes are sold
each year, and the first 30 passes are already reserved - so act fast!)
Tickets to all shows can be purchased online at act2pv.com or
at the box office, which opens at 4 p.m. on show days. Don’t have
a credit card? No problem! Now, you can also buy your tickets
through Cupocity at OXXO locations everywhere!
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Joe Harrington

Wind River and The Sheriff
MOVIE: Right up front Wild
River received a whopping 85% from
top critics and 94% from the paying
public. I am a huge fan of Jeremy
Renner. The first movie I can
remember seeing him in was Hurt
Locker – and what a performance. The
implausible ending of The Town with
its ridiculous takedown at Fenway
Park let me down, but Renner’s role
never did. The Immigrant came in at
87%. He even delivered a wonderful
although in a small role with his
performance in The Outlaw Jessie
James and the Coward Frank Ford –
73%. This guy certainly has not been
typecast and can play a huge range of
characters. Think American Hustle.
Wind River refers to an Indian
reservation in Wyoming. Renner
plays a member of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. This is a murder
mystery written and directed by
Taylor Sheridan. On May 28 of this
year he won for Best Director at the
Cannes Film Festival.
If the plot sounds a bit familiar
it means you are remembering
Thunderheart (1992) starring Val
Kilmer and Sam Shepherd. That
took place at the Oglala Indian
Reservation in South Dakota and was
another murder mystery.
Ann Hornaday of the Washington
Post stated: “Wind River is worth
seeing if only to see Renner in the
kind of starring role he so richly
deserves and with luck will continue
to find.” To which I can only add a
hearty “Amen.”
MADNESS:
Lots of uproars
this past week involving President
Donald Trump and his actions, like
pardoning Arizona’s Maricopa sheriff
Joe Arpaio, finalizing POTUS’ order

regarding transgenders in the military
and claiming he would veto any budget
that did not include 10 billion for his
Mexican wall, thereby threatening
to shut down the government. All
these took place Friday night while
the monster hurricane Harvey was
bearing down on Houston.
House and Senate leaders Paul
Ryan and Mitch McConnell have
both stated in one way or another they
will not be blackmailed into including
that 10 billion in the budget.
I remember a political cartoon
I once saw when this Build the
Wall business first started. It had a
sombrero wearing Mexican standing
by the Wall. On the wall was written
the prize tag of 10 billion and an
indicated height of 50 feet. The
grinning Mexican was holding a
ladder which had a tag on it that read
= 55-foot ladder, $75 dollars.
The last time the government shut
down it cost the country 22 billion
dollars. Also, I thought Trump
promised the Mexican government

was going to pay for this, not the
American tax payers. Our leader
must think we the people have the
attention and retention span of a gnat.
Next up, a presidential order most
leaders in the military do not like and
that is removing a group of people
who can and have brought many
skills to the outfits they serve. We
have a volunteer military. As such it
is not wise eliminating any potential
group from enlisting just because you
don’t like who they are.
And last, we have the sheriff who
represents the epitome of immigration
abuse. Convicted last year of defying
a 2011 court order to cease and
desist arresting people based on both
profiling Latinos and on suspicion
rather than evidence – as in contempt
of court. Trump pardoned him.
The norm for a Presidential
pardon is the guilty has to show
remorse. Sheriff Arpaio has shown
absolutely none. I assume this sends
a comforting message to many in the
White House staff regarding contempt
for Mueller’s investigation and his
power of the subpoena – mainly the
president has your back.
DNC’s Chairman Tom Perez said,
“Prejudice doesn’t deserve a pardon.
Donald Trump just gave a free pass
to his buddy Joe Arpaio, the nation’s
most notorious agent of racism and
bigotry, during a natural disaster
that could hurt millions. That’s not
presidential, that’s a coward.”
So, in the span of a few hours on
Friday night our leader managed
to tick off the military, tick off the
leadership of the GOP, tick off both
Republican senators of Arizona, and –
no surprise -- tick off the Democrats.
Just the end of another week where
all was SOP with the presidency.

Joe Harrington
Is an internationally published true
crime author and documentary
film director. He can be reached
with suggestions or criticisms at
JoeMovieMadness@Yahoo.com
Artwork by Matt Regan.
Cartoon of Joe by Bob Crabb.
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Learn to say “NO”
and put yourself first!
Giselle Belanger

A very dear friend of mine spent
her life caring for others, always
putting everyone else’s needs first.
This beautiful attribute led to a long
career in nursing. Over the years, it
became such an engrained habit, that
she forgot or never learned how to
meet her needs and desires, or how
to put herself first instead of last.
Many years ago, a very wise woman
taught me that if we expend all of
our energy on everyone else, we
don’t have enough left for ourselves.
Once we are completely worn
out, we certainly won’t be having
anything left for the ones we so
dedicatedly devoted all of our time
and energy. Therefore, everyone
loses. What a concept!
Now, here I am, all of these years
later, in similar conversations with
this close friend who visits every
year, repeating this same concept,
listing one example after another
from all my years of knowing her,
desperately trying to help her realize
no matter what the situation or how
great the need of others (this time
it’s her elderly parents), that she
absolutely must put herself first. I
insisted that she had to let go of the
need to prove she can do anything
and everything. I called it her
““superwoman syndrome” and told
her to take the cape off and burn it.
Let me tell you why I was so
adamant about having these
conversations now more than ever.
After all of these years of her
struggling to let go of these ideas,
realizing how destructive they
were, wanting to change, but still
haunted by all of her old beliefs, life
finally decided it was going to take
something really drastic to wake
her up enough to change things.
She was crossing the street with

RN, LCSW

a crowd of other people about to
attend the Red Sox baseball game,
when she was struck by a car. She
went flying up into the air over the
car and landed near the rear of the
car. People rushed over to her to
find her apparently intact, but dazed
and confused, not bleeding and no
broken bones. Of course, she was
rushed to the hospital and every test
was run to rule out internal bleeding
and any fractures. She did have
a concussion, but was alert and
partially oriented.
Besides her being a medical
miracle to have survived such an
impact, she suffered incredibly
extensive soft tissue damage, making
every movement extremely painful.
She could hardly turn her neck to the
right, or lift her arms out in front of
her, let alone over her head, and her
ankle was so damaged she couldn’t
bear weight on it to go up and down
the stairs. She couldn’t bend over.
Her wrists were very weak and
sore from catching her fall, so she
couldn’t lift or carry things. Well,
it’s been over a year now and she is
progressing slowly despite physical
therapy, very intense acupuncture,
chiropractory, and massage.
Now, I ask you, does this sound
like someone who could take
care of anyone else or run around
helping others? Certainly not! This
terrible accident finally brought her
to a screeching halt. She had to
start asking for help and admit she
couldn’t do things. She has had to
allow extra time to do the most basic
things like getting dressed. She
learned the secret to the power of
healing is in focusing on yourself,
listening to what your body is telling
you, feeling your emotions; crying
when your heart says to cry, sleeping

when your body says to sleep. She
finally needed to surrender and let
go of the way she thought things
should be or needed to be. She
realized that the belief that we are in
control of our lives is a huge myth.
All that we are in control of is our
response to what happens.
In order to heal, she not only had
to ask for help, she had to learn to
tell people “no”, and set limits. It
had to be all about her. Over a year
later, she still fights all of her old
thoughts and beliefs and the guilt
they cause when she chooses to meet
her needs first. She was down here
visiting and healing and we decided
her new mantra had to be: “F--- all
of you, it’s about me now!
Don’t be offended, the “f” word
is very necessary. Imagine if we
said “forget” all of you, that doesn’t
sound or feel the same at all because
there is no emotion behind it. Anger
is an essential emotion for someone
to feel before they take action. If
they are not angry enough, they will
not do anything about it. Anger
provokes action.
My friend went home feeling more
empowered and more determined
than ever. She finally gave herself
permission to make it all about her
and not feel guilty.
What is life trying to tell you?
Opportunities to learn a certain
lesson are repeated with greater
intensity until you finally learn
it. Have you ever noticed that you
repeat the same patterns or attract

the same kind of people into your
life over and over again? They are
our teachers even though they may
seem like the biggest pain. They
are here to provoke us, to push our
buttons, to test us… until we get it.
One man attracts women who cheat,
one woman attracts men who lie, yet
another attracts addicts whom they
enable. What relationships, bosses,
or friends do you attract to teach you
lessons?
What needs to happen before you
wake up and get it?
Do you need to almost die of
a heart attack before you change
your lifestyle, or maybe have a
really scary close-call accident, or
maybe a crippling accident or a fatal
one where someone else dies or is
terribly injured? Do you need to
lose your marriage and have your
kids hate you, or lose your job or
all of your money? What is it going
to take to bring you to a screeching
halt? What reality is going to
be sobering enough to make you
change whatever’s not working in
your life? Don’t let it take a lifetime
to learn one lesson.

Giselle Belanger
RN, LCSW (psychotherapist)
is available for appointments
in person, by phone, or by
skype webcam. Contact info:
ggbelangerpv@gmail.com
Mex cell: (322) 138-9552
or US cell: (312) 914-5203.
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Krystal Frost

Some cures for a spider bite
Clip and save.
The wet weather will bring them
out of the woodwork. It happened that
my sweet, pretty, super white-skinned
niece was bitten by a spider while
sleeping in our adobe house in San
Sebastian. That set us on a cure for the
swelling and itching that followed.
Hey… they are around and can be
identified by those two fang marks
they leave. Here are the top 10 home
remedies for spider bites.
1. Ice Pack
When bitten by a spider, the first
thing you need to do is clean the
wound with mild soap and water.
Then, apply an ice pack on the
affected area. The cold temperature
will help numb the nerve endings,

soothe the itching sensation and
reduce swelling and inflammation.
Wrap a few ice cubes in a thin towel
and place it on the affected area for 10
minutes at a time. Repeat as needed
during the initial 24 hours. You can also
put the affected area under cool running
water for a few minutes. Note: Never
put ice directly on the skin.
2. Baking Soda
Baking soda alkaline substance can
help draw out the venom, which will help
reduce pain, itching and inflammation.
1.- Mix 1 teaspoon of baking soda
with 3 teaspoons of water.
2.- With the help of a cotton ball,
apply this mixture on the affected area
for 5 minutes.
3.- Wash the area with lukewarm water.
4.- If the discomfort persists, repeat
after a few hours.
3. Salt
Salt can effectively draw the venom
out of a spider bite to promote quick
recovery. In addition, it reduces
inflammation and redness.
- Wash the affected area thoroughly
with lukewarm water.
- Sprinkle some table salt on a wet
washcloth. (You can also use kosher
or sea salt.)
- Bandage this washcloth to the
affected part for a couple of hours,
then remove it.
- Reapply as needed.
4. Potatoes
Potatoes can bring down the itching
and inflammation, largely due to its
anti-irritating and soothing properties.
In addition, it keeps the affected area
moisturized to encourage quick healing.
1.- Peel 1 large potato and wash it
thoroughly.
2.- Grate the potato using a grater.
3.- Put a handful of the wet potato
shreds into a piece of thin cloth and
tie it securely.

4.- Clean the affected area with
rubbing alcohol, then put the potato
poultice on it.
5.- Leave it until the potato begins to dry.
6.- Discard the old potato poultice,
and clean the area with warm water.
7.- Reapply a fresh poultice,
repeating until the symptoms are gone.
5. Aspirin
- can neutralize the venom to
promote quick recovery. In addition,
its strong anti-inflammatory properties
- can effectively control swelling and
inflammation.
1.- Soak 1 to 2 aspirin tablets in a
little water to form a paste.
2.- Apply this paste on the affected area.
3.- Leave it on for a couple of hours,
then wash it off with lukewarm water.
4.- Repeat 1 or 2 more times, if needed..
6. Turmeric Powder
Is a natural painkiller containing
anti-inflammatory, antiseptic and
antioxidant properties. It can
promote recovery by reducing pain,
swelling and inflammation. Mix 1
to 2 teaspoons of turmeric powder
with enough olive oil to form a paste.
Apply this paste on the affected area.
Allow it to sit for 10 minutes before
rinsing it off with warm water.
Alternatively, mix 1 tablespoon
of turmeric powder, a handful of
thoroughly washed Indian lilac
(neem) leaves and a little water in a
blender to make a thick paste. Apply
it on the affected area, leave it on for
20 minutes and then rinse it off with
warm water. Repeat either of these
remedies a few times.
7.- Lime Juice
Use lemon juice to keep itching,
swelling and inflammation at bay.
Being a natural astringent, it also
helps quickly dry out skin rashes
caused by spider bites as well as
prevent infection.
Use juice from a fresh lemon and
apply it on the affected area using a
cotton ball. Let it dry, then rinse it off
with lukewarm water.

Alternatively, you can take a
piece of lemon and rub it against the
affected area for 2 to 3 minutes. Wait
another 5 minutes, then rinse it off.
(local favorite)
8. Aloe Vera
This gel has natural antiseptic
as well as anti-inflammatory and
soothing properties that can help
reduce pain, swelling and itching.
It can even aid in faster healing by
keeping the affected area moisturized.
1.- Thoroughly wash an aloe vera leaf.
2.- Slit it open to extract the gel.
3.- Apply this fresh gel on the
affected area.
4.- Reapply a few times a day for a
few days.
Note: Store the remaining gel in the
refrigerator.
It’s easy to find as most neighbors
have some in the garden
Additional Tips
- Monitor the bite for a couple of
days to keep a check on how well the
symptoms are healing.
- Try to memorize the appearance
of the spider that has bitten you. This
will help in the treatment plan.
- To prevent spider bites, wear a
long-sleeve shirt and pants, a hat,
gloves and boots when handling
stored boxes or firewood.
- Be extra careful when cleaning out
sheds, garages, basements, attics and
crawl spaces.
- Inspect and shake out gardening
tools that are not in use for a while.
- Keep spiders out of the house
by installing tight-fitting screens on
windows and door
Repeat either of these remedies a
few times.

Krystal Frost
Is a long time resident of Puerto
Vallarta, graduate of the University
of Guadalajara, who specialized in
cosmetic acupuncture at Bastyr
University in Washington State. She
has owned Body & Sol for some 20
years where she practices traditional
Chinese medicine, acupuncture,
massage therapy, yoga, meditation
and nutritional counseling. Questions
and comments may be directed to
krystal.frost73@hotmail.com
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Harriet Murray

Truth Versus Hype
What is the real status of the real estate market?
Bay of Banderas
Several weeks ago, an article on the internet describing
appreciated values in Conchas Chinas was circulated to many
local owners and residents.
It is true that 2017 has been, to this point, the best year for
overall sales volume (since the 2008 mortgage defaults and
housing crisis in the USA.)
HYPE. We have appreciated 25% and Conchas Chinas in
particular commands the highest sales price in the Bay. (These
statements came from an international real estate company
franchise in Guadalajara.)
ACTUAL: Condo values in PV increased 2% over same time
2016, Jan-August 27, 2017. This means the average sales price
of condo and homes increased to $289,923. *
HYPE: New condos are leading the market and more
preconstruction developments are being planned. Resale condos
have stiff competition from the new in-town condo projects.
ACTUAL: Average homes from all areas reporting increased
by 12% to $377,168usd and condo average price is same as
$264,884., same as last year or -0- %.*
HYPE: Unsurprisingly, beachfront homes in Lower Conchas
command the highest prices in the town.
ACTUAL: Highest price homes sold were in Punta Mita,
Nayarit, and highest condo prices were Destiladeras, Nayarit.*
HYPE: Homes start in Conchas Chinas from $6 million and
rise to $20 million, and apartments cost between $500,000. and
$2 million.

ACTUAL: Active price range as of August 27, 2017 homes in
CC upper and lower: 747,000. - $3,600,000. *
ACTUAL: Active price range condos currently: $155,000. $2,498,000. *
ACTUAL: Conchas Chinas home average price is $1,509,222.
as of August 27, 2017, for this year. Two sold for an average
price of $607,500. *
ACTUAL: Conchas Chinas condos average sales price is
$586,878. 4 reported sold this year for an average sales price of
$456,250. *
If 2017 continues to be robust, we will have a benchmark year.
We are becoming a destination for many young buyers who want
a condo to use for a few months a year and work mobility, and to
rent out part of the time.
Large homes south and north are still sold, but the number is
less than before the global housing crisis. There is the potential
for large homes in very desirable locations to be remodeled, or
torn down for luxury condos or town homes.
A case in point is a large home in upper Conchas Chinas being
remodeled with more bedrooms added to become a luxury B&B.
This new offering in the rental market has an incomparable view
of the bay, is located in a quieter residential area, and 5 minutes
by car from downtown PV.
This article is based upon legal opinions, current practices
and my personal experiences in the Puerto Vallarta-Bahia de
Banderas areas. I recommend that each potential buyer or seller
of Mexican real estate conduct his own due diligence and review.
* All numbers are shown in U.S. Dollars. Data is from the
Flex MLS database of the three AMPI chapters: Nayarita,
Compostela, Vallarta. Information is deemed to be reliable, but
is not guaranteed 2017 MLS and FBS. Data 2016 compared to
2017 as of August 27, 2017. Report prepared by Harriet Murray.

Harriet Murray
can be contacted at: harriet@casasandvillas.com
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EMERGENCY
Phone Numbers
PUERTO VALLARTA & RIVIERA NAYARIT

Emergency Line: 911

Airline Directory
AEROTRON
226-8440
AIR CANADA 01 800 719-2827
AIR TRANSAT 01 800 900-1431
ALASKA
01 800 252-7522
AMERICAN 01 800 904-6000
CONTINENTAL
See United
DELTA
01 800 266-0046
FRONTIER
01 800 432-1359
INTERJET
01 800 011-2345
SUN COUNTRY 01 800 924-6184
UNITED
01 800 864-8331
US AIRWAYS 01 800 428-4322
AEROMEXICO 01 800 021-4000
SOUTHWEST 01 800 435 9792
WESTJET
01 800 514 7288
VOLARIS
01 551 102-8000
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Samsung 2.0
With the anticipated Apple
announcements next month for its
new iPhone 8, I thought it only fair
to spend some time updating you on
Samsung and its latest offerings.
Last fall was a disaster for Samsung
and its’ mobile devices. Following
worldwide reports of battery failures
and fires with the Galaxy Note 7 just
weeks after its launch in September
2016, (including nearly 100 cases
in the U.S. alone), Samsung and
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) announced an
official recall of all affected Galaxy
Note 7s, in early October 2016.
This included Note 7’s sold in the
U.S, Canada, as well as throughout
Europe and Asia.
This started as a voluntary and
then mandatory recall of about 2
million Galaxy Note 7’s due to
the battery malfunctioning and
causing a fire hazard. Original
owners were instructed to go to the
Samsung website and check if their
serial number matched up to those
included in the recall.
Well, shortly after that, some

replacement Note 7’s had similar
battery problems as the original Note
7’s. So then ALL Samsung Note
7’s went into full mandatory recall.
The Note 7 was a DEAD product
within a couple of months after its
release. This was an unprecedented
mandatory recall in the mobile
device sector. It also led to airlines
banning all Samsung Note 7 phones
from being brought on to flights,
whether powered on or not.
Fast forward to 2017, and
Samsung has regrouped and by all
appearances, recovered from the
public relations (and economic)
nightmare of last year’s mess.
Back in May of this year, Samsung
released the new Galaxy S8 and S8+
with the entire company holding its
breath, to see if consumers would
trust a new Samsung mobile device,
after the Note 7 debacle.
To help rebuild consumer
confidence,
firstly
Samsung
announced it had changed its battery
supplier. Second, Samsung enlisted
watchdog group Underwriters Labs,
to conduct independent 3rd party
testing to work out kinks with the
2017 Samsung mobile power and
battery designs. The independent

testing completed a rigorous series
of device design and battery/power
safety tests-all successfully. Third
party testing had been skipped in the
2016 Samsung mobile devices, to
save costs.
Thirdly, Samsung implemented a
new standard production line battery
testing, in which all new mobile
devices must pass Samsung’s
internal eight-point safety testing,
which it claims is the most rigorous
in the industry, before being cleared
to ship.
This extra care in the design and
production processes seems to
have paid off and the Galaxy S8
and S8+ has had not any reported
battery/power problems thus far,
now 4 months after introduction.
This same stringent battery/power
scrutiny is being implemented for
the new Galaxy Note 8 as well.
So let’s look at the other highlights
of the new Galaxy Note 8 released
this past week. First up is a nice
6.3-inch Infinity Display. It may be
only a slightly bigger than the S8
Plus, but many consumers seem to
want bigger and bigger smartphone
screens. The screen resolution can
be maxed out to an amazing Quad
HD+ (2,560-by-1,440) in Settings.
Samsung
has
dramatically
increased the overall size of its Note
screen but not the size of its phones
so much, by reducing needless
bezel and getting rid of the physical
home button. A ramped up Quad
core processor is under the hood, as
well as 6GB RAM! The fingerprint
sensor is located on the back, but it’s
easy to blindly touch the adjoining
rear camera lens and LED flash,
by mistake. But the added newer
biometrics give the Note 8 iris
scanning and facial recognition as
well as the physical fingerprint scan.
The new Note 8 has a 3,300mAh
cell battery that supports wireless
charging. The front camera is 8
megapixels, while the rear duallens camera is 12 megapixels
and is Samsung’s most powerful
smartphone camera system yet, with

rapid auto focus and optical image
stabilization on both the wide-angle
and telephoto lenses, which results
in better low-light photography
and sharper pictures when using 2x
optical zoom.
There will be two SIM card models:
Single SIM model holds one Nano
SIM card and one microSD slot (can
hold a microSD card up to 256GB).
The Dual SIM model has one Nano
SIM and one Hybrid slot (which can
hold a microSD card up to 256GB
or a second Nano SIM card). Out of
the box, the Note 8 will run Android
7.1.1 (Nougat). The Galaxy Note 8 is
designed to be protected against dust
and water, based on test conditions
of submersion in up to 1.5 meters of
fresh water for up to 30 minutes.
The Note 8 will be available
ahead of the iPhone 8 again this
year, starting September 15. The
colors available are Midnight Black,
Orchid Gray, Maple Gold and Deepsea Blue. Storage size is roomy at
64GB, 128GB and 256GB models.
Pricing of the unlocked 64GB base
model is at $930. US (about $50.
US less than the rumored iPhone 8
upcoming pricing).
The 128GB and 256GB models
prices have not yet been released or
products available at time of writing.
Samsung will give its loyal Note 7
owners to a trade-in credit of up
to $425 when upgrading to Note 8
through Samsung.com
That’s all my time for now. If
you’d like to download this article
or previous ones, you can do so at
www.RonnieBravo.com and click
on “articles”. See you again next
week... until then, remember: only
safe Internet!

Ronnie Bravo
can be found at CANMEX
Computers. www.RonnieBravo.
com Sales, Repairs, Data
Recovery, Networking, Wi-Fi,
hardware upgrades, Graphic
Design, House-calls available.
Cellular 044-322-157-0688 or just
email to Canmex@Gmail.com
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Tropical conditions pushing fish
out of area momentarily
Stan Gabruk

(Owner of Master Baiter's Sportfishing & Tackle)

Summer has arrived in all its glory now. It’s warm, normally
around 90 to 100 degrees daily. Humidity is unbearable for those
from a drier climate running normally over 80 percent. It can be
unbearable at times. Puerto Vallarta is for all practical purposes
a “Fish Bowl” that holds humidity - where a little pressure from
a microscopic system will cause rain daily. Sometimes those
tiny “systems” can be a bit of a problem as fish in the area will
feel this pressure in the water! When this happens, the fish will
move out. We’ve seen some of this the past week. Having said
that, the fishing is still great, but you will come back emptyhanded if heading out past the Marieta Islands. With blue water
conditions and plenty of bait in the area, this will be short lived.
This week if you’re heading to the deep water locations of
Corbetena or El Banco, you may come back with fish, but then
again if the last few days are an indicator, it may be wise to wait a
day or two. We have times when things just fall apart, the locals
say it’s “slow”. We have blue water, plenty of bait, water temp is
a little high at 88 but not a disaster. It’s just these high pressure
“zones” that move in and out, now that’s the issue. You could
find Sailfish and Marlin in the northern area past Corbeteña, but
then again, based on the last few days, maybe better wait for
some news. Of course, you can always Jig for Cubera Snapper
and go with “luck”, it happens, but for now save those fuel
dollars for better days.
Around Punta Mita and the Marieta Islands have been equally
as disappointing. We saw some great days last week with super
abundant Sailfish, some nice Dorado and of course we had some
40-lb Rooster fish near the shoreline and reef type areas of
Anclote, north of Sayulita. But that was short lived as these
high pressure “eddies” continue to swirl around the “fish bowl”
we have here. It saves our butts for Hurricanes, but you can
feel the pressure making the heat and humidity more intense.
Vacationers just think it’s hot and hotter. For now, things
can change before you finish reading this article so don’t be
discouraged, just fire me an email and I’ll get you the latest and
greatest information, amigos.
Once again, inside the bay wins the prize as the best fishing
PV has to offer. Sailfish in both ends of the bay, small Yellowfin
Tuna to 30 lbs. around Yelapa and abundant.
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Jack Crevalle are peppered throughout the
area. Bonito, Skippies, 40-lb Rooster fish
still possible near Destiladeras or close to
La Cruz in the surf. Six hours got a client
a nice Sailfish, we haven’t seen Sailfish for a
few days and to boat one in the bay is pretty
unusual, but unusual has turned into the norm
for the last year! Those looking to have some
great and fun action would be well served to
consider the bay as your first and best option
for the next twenty minutes….
Water temperatures have gone up a bit to
88 degrees as mentioned earlier, but this
is not the problem, it’s the pressure these
fish feel that has been their issue. Water is
blue and perfect. We’re also seeing lots of
Baby Skip Jack Tuna by the billions, some
Sardines, Goggle eyes and the list goes on.
For now, lures are not that great to use, but
Petroleros and Blue with Silver are working
well, start there and go through your lures
one at a time. Something will work. The
bite is hard to call this week. We’ve seen
lots of cloud cover and a fair amount of rain
if you’ve seen the news services or seen
Facebook accounts. There is a lot of floating
debris in the bay so if you’re on a boat, be
sure to keep an eye open for floating stumps
or dead heads as they’re called. The trash
line could be something to pay attention to,
but only small Dorado are there, so throw
the babies back.

All in all, the fishing has been running hot
and cold. One day it’s so hot we’ll have
twenty-five strikes within three boats. The
next day it’s a fish “ghost town”. For now,
we’ll just play to our strengths and play in
the bay. It’s less expensive and if you want
to catch fish, this is probably your best option
and you will catch fish. If that’s the goal and
you’re not hoping to catch Moby Dick, then
you’ll have a great day, amigos…
Remember to visit our new location on
the Malecon -or boardwalk- on Morelos
right at El Faro (the light house). Also
look at our web page, we have some new
boats, removed older boats and have some
different options. We are showing some
less expensive boats for the budget hunters.
Then we have the nice boats that are priced
accordingly. Also, we have a few new yachts
for fishing or cruising. We’ll be adding
sailboats shortly for the sailors out there. In
addition, we have some different products in
the Boardwalk store that I don’t have in the
Marina store as yet. So go in and say hello
to Ben or Carmen and check out my newest
location!
Until next week, don´t forget to kiss Your
Fish!
Master Baiter´s is located in Marina
Vallarta between docks A and B on the
boardwalk.
Web page:
w w w. M a s t e r B a i t e r s .
com.mx , Local Phone
at: (044) 322 779-7571
Facebook: www.facebook.
com/pages/MasterBaiters-SportfishingTackle/88817121325
The trade name Master
Baiter’s ® Sportfishing
and Tackle is protected
under trade mark law and
is the sole property of Stan
Gabruk.
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Tommy Clarkson

Dendrobium Orchids
Family: Orchidaceae
The orchid genus is the second largest family of all the world’s
flowering plants. It has between 22,000 and 27,000 currently
accepted species, in 880 genera - not counting more than 50,000
registered hybrids! The Dendrobium varieties, alone, have
somewhere around 1,500 species in their genus. To be a good
Dendrobium caretaker requires remembering no little detailed
data!
That name stems from the Greek word dendron (“tree”) and
bios (“life”) - thus, “one who lives on trees.” (No, Tarzan was not
a Dendrobium!)
Their origin is a diversity of habitats ranging from southern and
eastern Asia, including the Philippines, Australia, Borneo, New
Guinea, New Zealand and the Solomon Islands. A well-adapted
genus, they thrive in climates as diverse as the high altitudes of
the Himalayan mountains to lowland tropical forests and even the
dry climate of the Australian desert.
This genus was identified around 1783 by the Swedish botanist
Olof Peter Swartz. While the shape and form of Dendrobium
stems and leaves vary greatly, the pattern of flowers is fairly
constant, ranging from smaller than a tiny matchbox to large,
specimens that measure more than three feet (.91 cm).
Let’s zero in on the care and attention that should be given to one

One of ours happily lives as a pure epiphyte
in the cut fronds of a Mexican Palmetto.

(See location number on Central Map)

of the easier to grow varieties, the phalenopsis-type Dendrobiums
which are evergreen with thin, pseudobulbs (storage organs at the
thick stem part between leaf nodes). They are either epiphytic
or lithophytic. The former means non-parasitically growing on
other objects (such as a tree) and deriving their moisture and
nutrients from the air and rain. The latter are plants that grow on
rocks, feeding off moss and getting its nutrients from rain, litter,
and its own dead tissue.

As a “good ol’ boy” recently observed, “That’s right purdy!”

1
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Many first come in contact with these on vacations to Hawaii.

Water them in the morning to ensure
that the leaves are dry before nightfall.
The amount you give them will depend
on the potting media in which they’re
growing, as well as the type and size of
pot. Dendrobiums appreciate smaller
pots - taller than they are wide. In that
they are usually large plants in somewhat
small pots, a twice a week watering
regime is probably best - but ensure that
they are almost dry before re-watering.
One of the best ways to give them a
drink is to place them in the sink and
use tepid water - not salt-softened or
distilled water. Then allow the water to
run through the plant for a minute or so
Solution to crossword on page 19

before letting the plant drain completely.
(This is a good time to inspect your plant
for any sign of insects or disease.)
They need lots of indirect light. We
have some growing - not in a potting
medium, but directly on the shaded,
southern trunk sides of African Oil
Palm and a Mexican Fan Palm. They
get sprayed bi-weekly. Inside, a lightly
shaded south window is normally the
best location.
Dendrobiums can withstand hot
weather with the proviso that adequate
ventilation and humidity are provided.
The professionals point out that daytime
temperatures between 65° to 75° F

Solution to Sudoku on page 19

(18.33° - 23.89° C) and between 55º to
60º F (12.78° - 15.56° C) at night are best.
Here in Ola Brisa Gardens we’re a bit
above that. But remember, if employed
as an indoor plant, the temperature close
to windows is colder or hotter than the
general house temperature.
Food-wise, Dendrobiums like a
balanced orchid fertilizer - such as 2020-20 - used at about 1/4 strength once a
week. If in a pot, they should be flushed
with clear water once a month to remove
any accumulated salts in the potting mix.
If you’ve time and inclination for
more attentive care, here are some
appropriate tips: Use a shallow tray
of pebbles filled with water to increase
humidity around your potted specimens;
ensure the pot does not sit in water as
this will rot the roots; give your plants
room for air to circulate around them
because crowding of plants can lead to
problems with insect infestations and
fungus; and, a small fan helps provide
good air circulation around your plants.
Following blooming, you can cut
the flowering stem at the point where
it came out of those pseudobulbs. (Do
not cut off the entirety of this stalk as a
new flower stem will grow from there.)
Continue watering and fertilizing and
within a year a new growth will spike to
begin the blooming cycle again!
When re-potting, use a small pot;
using a large pot will slow growth and
reduces flowering significantly. Re-pot
every two to three years.

Tommy Clarkson
In Manzanillo, visit Ola Brisa Gardens, Tommy and Patty’s
verdant, multi-terraced tropical paradise nestled on a hill
overlooking the magnificent vista of Santiago Bay. Leisurely
meander its curved, paved path, experiencing, first hand, a
delicious array of palms, plants and flowers from all over the
world. Or e-mail questions to him at olabrisa@gmail.com
For back issues of “Roots”, gardening tips, tropical plant book
or to schedule a tropical garden lunch, please visit
www.olabrisagardens.com

https://www.facebook.com/
olabrisagardens?ref=hl
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Across

1

1. Othello, for one

14

15

5. Indian prince

17

18

10. ___ no. (bank info)

20

2

3

24

15. Like a gymnast

28

16. Became tattered

34

17. Trudge

40

20. Neighbor of Israel
22. Sailing
23. Sufﬁx with hotel
24. Carte starter
26. Deceptive
28. Spokesperson who
liked "wild hickory nuts"
34. Co. with a plant
35. Tennis serving whiz
36. Brazilian dance
40. State of mind
42. Speeder's bane
44. Wine label info
45. Silk-producing region

5

29

8

9

54

12

13

26
32

1. Cartographic products
2. Like unwashed hair, maybe
3. Scent

27

4. Phone feature

33
36

42

43

37

38

39

7. Reject, as a beau

48

50

51

8. Priestly wear

52

9. Regarding this point

56

57

58

59

60

67

61

62
68

63

64

65

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

47. "Shake a leg!"
48. Baseball stat.
49. Annual winter celebration
53. Sweater material
56. Shelley's "___ Skylark"
57. Goose pimples producer
58. Fluster
62. Looks at lustfully

5. Beam of light
6. Lago contents

44

47

55

75. One taking a gander
Down

23

35

46

11

19

31

41

10
16

25

49

66

7

22

30

45

53

6
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14. Helper

18. King portrayer on stage
and screen

4

66. Possible comment before
an embarrassing admission
69. Give marks to
70. Army NCO
71. Ventriloquist Bergen
72. Book before Nehemiah
73. Burpee unit
74. Not just words

The aim of the puzzle is to enter a numerical digit from 1 through 9 in each
row, column and group of squares enclosed by the bold lines (also called a box).
Each box must contain each number only once, starting with various digits
given in some cells (the “givens”). Each row, column, and region must contain
only one instance of each numeral. Completing the puzzle requires patience.
It is recommended as therapy because some studies have suggested they
might improve memory, attention and problem solving while staving off mental
decline and perhaps reducing the risk of Alzheimer’s disease.
Solution to Sudoku on Page 18

10. Barley bristle
11. Like highway trafﬁc
markers

30. Ardent love
31. Start of Caesar's boast
32. ___ roses
33. Atlanta player
37. "Jeopardy!" creator ___
Grifﬁn
38. Rum-soaked cake
39. Seed covering
41. Belafonte song catchword
43. Musical mark
46. Many a commissioned artwork
50. Served, as soup
51. Unduly
52. "You have my support"
53. Bottomless chasm
54. Lasso part
55. Overcharge

12. Rural swimming place 59. Miami-___ County
60. Winter Olympics sport
13. Robe fabric
61. Quaint cry of horror
19. Tall tales
21. Everybody
25. Petri dish ﬁller
27. Brit's exclamation
28. Meddlesome heroine of
an 1816 novel
29. Some streaking lights,
brieﬂy

63. Do-nothing
64. Raison d'___
65. Burn
67. Old Ford model
68. Mins. and mins.

Solution to Crossword
on Page 18

BRAIN TEASERS

3

4

1

2
6
5
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